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    To Ava, because she loves cats so much.
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The Reward

[image: image]


One day, I went to see the Queen of Twinkle Dingle. She is the Queen of the Fairies! She was in a Special Place. She was sitting on her Throne! That is because she is the Queen. Her Throne is made from Twigs and Leaves and Flowers! It is Beautiful. She was wearing her Purple Dress. She wears Purple because she is the Queen. 

The Queen said, *Bud Mushroom, you have done a Great Service to Twinkle Dingle. You are therefore given this Medal, as well as the Buttermilk previously discussed, which shall be Biggified At Your Command.*

I will tell you what that means. This is what it means: I did Something Important! I was Useful! I Helped the Queen!

Then the Queen gave me a Medal. This is what a Medal is: a Reward! But I do not like to wear Medals. It is hanging on the Wall in my House. Then I can look at it, and Remember the Great Service. I can Remember when I was Useful!

This is what else I have in my House: a pretty Pink Rock (it is MAGIC!), a Snake Skin (the snake took it off), a Seashell (I got it from a Mermaid), a Snail Shell (the Snail did not want it anymore), a Pile of Leaves (I found them in the woods), a Hummingbird Nest (it is my bed). And I have Trousers on a Pole! I had a Magic Potato, but RUDY ATE IT! Rudy is a skunk. I do not know why.

But I was telling you what the Queen did. This is what she did: THE QUEEN BIGGIFIED MY BUTTERMILK!

This is how it happened: Tanglebug and Featherdancer came to where I live. They have dark hair. They wear this: Overalls. They have this Job: Builders. Building is a Good Job. It is Fun to Build Things.

Tanglebug said, *Bud Mushroom, we are here to dig a hole for you. We don't know why, but the Queen said Dig a hole for Bud Mushroom. So here we are.*

Featherdancer said, *How big should we make the Hole?* and I told them How Big To Make The Hole.

Featherdancer frowned. *I do not understand what you are saying, Bud. I do not know what it means when you bounce and jump and dance that way!*

This is why: I do not talk with my mouth. I do not like the way Words feel on my tongue. But I talk in Many Other Ways. I shake my head. I flap my hands. I wiggle my wings. I jump and wave my arms! But some fairies do not understand me. They only understand mouth-words, and not Many Other Ways. So we have to Figure It Out Somehow. 

Featherdancer Figured It Out Somehow! She said, *Why don't we just dig, and you can wave your hands when you want us to stop?*

I nodded! That was a Good Plan. They would Dig, and I would Wave My Hands when I wanted them to stop. They dug and they dug and they dug! They looked at me, but I did not Wave My Hands. I wanted them to Keep Digging. They dug and they dug and they dug some more! They dug a Really Big Hole. It was bigger than my Entire House! Then they looked at me. And I DID wave my hands!

Tanglebug said, *Finally! I am exhausted!*

Featherdancer said, *I hope you enjoy your Ginormous Hole, Bud.*

I nodded! I WOULD Enjoy my Ginormous Hole! Then they flew to the Queen, to tell her they were Done Digging the Ginormous Hole.

Then the Queen flew to the Hole. She landed at the Bottom of the Hole. She looked around. She said, *Bud Mushroom, this is a Very Big Hole! It must be the Largest Hole in all of Twinkle Dingle! Are you Entirely Sure that you want This Very Big Hole to be Full of Delicious Buttermilk?*

I nodded! This is why: I did want the Entire Very Big Hole to be filled with Delicious Buttermilk! When I nodded, it meant, Yes, I DO want the Entire Very Big Hole to be filled with Delicious Buttermilk! That is what nodding means. It means yes to whatever the thing is that you are asked.

The Queen smiled. She knows I love Buttermilk! She flew out of the Hole. I did too! I poured my jar of Buttermilk into the Hole. The Queen waved her Purple Flower-Wand and the Buttermilk Bubbled and Foamed and Grew and Grew and Grew! It Grew until it filled the Entire Very Big Hole! 

I was so happy that I laughed!

The Queen laughed too, and then she flew away. I smiled at my Buttermilk. I licked my lips. And then I remembered something Very Important: I had a Crunchy Choklit Biscuit in my House. Flutterglow gave it to me. It was a Gift! Crunchy Choklit Biscuits are hard to eat. They hurt my mouth. But now I had Delicious Buttermilk! Crunchy Biscuits are Softer and Even More Delicious when they are dipped in Delicious Buttermilk! 

I flew as fast as I could to my house. I am not a Fast Flyer. Flutterglow and Cloverflower are the Fastest Flyers in Twinkle Dingle! They are my friends. Sometimes they help me to Fly Faster. They hold my hands. They say things like You can do it, Bud! and Keep trying, Bud! and We'll help you, Bud! But they were not there to hold my hands. They were not there to say You can do it, Bud! or Keep trying, Bud! or We'll help you, Bud!, so I flew slowly.

I found my Biscuit (it was under my nest bed), then I flew back to my Very Big Hole full of Delicious Buttermilk. But Something was Wrong! I will tell you what was Wrong. This is what was Wrong: THE BUTTERMILK WAS GONE!

I drooped. 

I could not Float in a Hole Full of Delicious Buttermilk if there was no Delicious Buttermilk in the Hole. I could not Dip my Crunchy Choklit Biscuit into a Hole full of Delicious Buttermilk, if there was no Buttermilk in the Hole to dip a Crunchy Choklit Biscuit into. 

I drooped more. Then I walked back to my house. I was too sad to fly.

When I got home, I put my Crunchy Choklit Biscuit on the floor. I sat next to it. I did not know what to do next. I wanted to Float in a Hole Full of Delicious Buttermilk. I wanted to dip my Crunchy Choklit Biscuit into the Delicious Buttermilk. But my Delicious Buttermilk was Missing.

Then I remembered something—missing things could be found! I could find my Delicious Buttermilk! But I did not know how. So I tapped my head. That is how I use my Magic. It is Useful Magic. It tells me what I need to know.

So I tapped my head, and then I knew! I had friends! Friends can be helpful! I could ask my friends for help! They might know how to find my Buttermilk. 
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The Friends
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I flew to Flutterglow’s House. It is also Cloverflower’s House. This is why: they live together. That is because they are this: BFFs. That means Best Fairies Forever. I do not know why.

I landed near their house. Their house is made of sticks that are stuck together. I went in through the Door. 

One time, I went in through the Window. Flutterglow saw me. She did this: scream. Then she said, Bud Mushroom, you surprised me! The next time you visit, please come in through the door and not through the window. 

Cloverflower said, Bud, if you come in the window and not the door, we won't expect you, and you might interrupt something important. 

Flutterglow giggled. Then Cloverflower giggled. Then I laughed, because they were giggling. Then I Promised Never To Come In Through The Window Ever Again. So I went in through the Door this time. I did not want to Break My Promise. I did not want to Surprise Flutterglow. I did not want to Interrupt Something Important.

Flutterglow and Cloverflower were in the Kitchen. Flutterglow was wearing her green dress. Cloverflower was wearing her pink dress. They were sitting in Chairs. The Chairs were near their Table. On the Table was a Seed. They were petting the Seed. They were Talking to the Seed.

Flutterglow looked up when I walked in. She saw me. She stopped petting the Seed. She stopped Talking to the Seed. I will tell you why. This is why
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