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    Introduction

    In the early spring of 1858, an Illinois farm boy enlisted in the 7th U.S. Infantry at St. Louis, Missouri. The army was actively seeking recruits at the time, under a threat of war with the Mormons in Utah. Lewis Roe, one of nine brothers, came from a relatively prosperous farming family in Adams County, bordering the Mississippi River. We know little of his early life, but his later writings showed the importance he placed on family ties. He received a good education for the time, including a year in the preparatory class at Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois.

    Roe showed no inclination to make military service a career, and he may have joined the army solely for economic reasons. With so many brothers (Lewis was the third oldest), opportunities on the family farm were probably limited. Following enlistment, he spent two years in Utah and participated in “many remarkable incidents and adventures” while stationed at Fort Bridger, but he offered no details about these.1

    The commander of his Company F, 7th Infantry, had already been promoted to the rank of major and would later be charged as a coward and traitor for surrendering his command in New Mexico at the beginning of the Civil War. Unfortunately, Lewis Roe had nothing to say about Major Isaac Lynde. As for his post commander at Fort Bridger, Maj. E. R. S. Canby, Roe frankly admired Canby and served under him again in New Mexico.

    His earliest journal was a small notebook with daily entries, kept during the transfer of the 7th Infantry from Utah to New Mexico in the summer of 1860. The observations were usually brief but covered the entire trip of nearly three months, with only a few pages missing. This march of more than 1,000 miles showed that Roe was not a complainer, and while two officers penned reports at the end of the trek, their accounts evidently have not survived.

    At the completion of this transfer, Company F joined the garrison at Fort Craig, New Mexico, and remained there for the next year and a half. Roe’s only record from this time is the beginning and final entries of a diary that covered a two-month trip escorting supplies to the military posts in southern Arizona in April and May 1861. Regrettably, the pages are missing for two weeks of the outbound journey, when the party passed through Apache Pass shortly after the notorious Bascom incident there.

    In later years Lewis Roe published an article that described affairs in New Mexico on the eve of the Confederate invasion in 1861. Part of the article prefaced his eyewitness account of the Battle of Valverde on February 22, 1862, when Company F formed part of Plympton’s Battalion. The article appeared in the National Tribune two years after its author’s death; whether he wrote it from notes or entirely from memory is not known. Roe wrote out the casualty list for Company F at Valverde, but only a fragment survives among his papers. Captain P. W. L. Plympton’s own report on Valverde mentioned Private Lewis Roe as one who behaved bravely throughout the day.2 Roe’s discharge from the army in March 1863 bears an endorsement that he also participated in the skirmish at Peralta. At the beginning of the school notebooks he compiled later in life, our soldier included more details about life with the army in the West. These details and his 18601861 journals are unique sources on unreported aspects of preCivil War army lifesnapshots so to speakand the Valverde article is a firsthand account by someone who was there.

    Lewis Roe’s service in the 7th U.S. Infantry from 1858 to 1863 placed him with an old-line regiment that had spent many years doing garrison duty. In the Civil War, this would change; seven of the regiment’s ten companies were surrendered without a fight at San Augustin Springs, New Mexico, on July 27, 1861.3 Roe’s Company F was one of the remaining three (C, F, and H), stationed at Fort Craig, New Mexico, and available for duty. These companies continued in New Mexico until the late spring of 1864, then transferred to the East.

    After the San Augustin Springs surrender, the local Confederate commander, Lieutenant Colonel John R. Baylor, released the other seven companies on parole. They were sent East in September 1861 and served in noncombat roles, mostly as garrisons at fortifications in upstate New York, until formally exchanged in the summer of 1862. Between December 1862 and July 1863, four of the exchanged companies, seriously reduced in numbers, were brigaded with other understrength regular army infantry units and fought as part of the 5th Army Corps at the battles of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg. By the time of Gettysburg, only 116 officers and men remained in service; of these, 57 were killed or wounded. Such losses rendered the regiment no longer combat-effective, and until the end of the war, the 7th Infantry garrisoned coastal fortifications around New York harbor.4

    As for Lewis Roe, after mustering out at Fort Union, New Mexico, he walked back to Illinois along the Santa Fe Trail. A few months after arriving home, he married Louisa Smith of Gilson, Illinois, and tried a term of school teaching; where and for how long are not known. Roe evidently had little success at finding employment, and the couple soon had a baby on the way. The federal and state governments offered generous financial inducements to encourage recruiting, so Lewis Roe rejoined the army on February 10, 1864, partly for the money and partly out of patriotism.

    His new regiment, the 50th Illinois Volunteer Infantry, had seen hard fighting in 1862 at Shiloh, Tennessee, and Corinth, Mississippi, followed by stretches of garrison duty in consequence of its reduced ranks. This unit and many others whose members reenlisted as veteran volunteers late in 1863 received a one-month furlough in JanuaryFebruary 1864, partly as a reward for veteranizing, as it was termed. The entire regiment returned to Quincy, Illinois, to recuperate and to encourage new recruits. On both counts, this program was a success.

    Lewis Roe’s journals to March 24, 1865, when he was part of the Army of the Tennessee under Major General W. T. Sherman, plus a final chapter to take him home again, comprise the second part of this book. These journals have been edited as five chapters: the Atlanta Campaign; the March to the Sea; the Carolinas Campaign; his five and one-half months on duty at Rome, Georgia; and the month the army spent at Savannah, Georgia.

    Our soldier began keeping a daily journal on April 3, 1864, when his regiment arrived at its camp near Mooresville, Alabama. One month later the troops entrained for Chattanooga, Tennessee, and by the second week of May, Lewis Roe and the rest of the Army of the Tennessee began their invasion of Georgia, called the Atlanta Campaign. The 50th Illinois had a few fights in the first two weeks and advanced rapidly as far as Kingston, Georgia, where Roe’s brigade was split off and sent to garrison Rome, Georgia.

    The surviving original sections of his journals show that he wrote two-sheet/four-page installments, each with daily entries for about two weeks, and numbered these through mid-January 1865. As he filled each of the double sheets, he penned its number at the top and enclosed it with a letter to Louisa. There were thirty-seven such journal segments, of which Roe destroyed the first twenty-nine after he recopied their contents (with minor editing) into two school notebooks.

    From late May to early November 1864, the 50th Illinois helped provide security when Rome became a vast hospital for casualties from the battles around Atlanta. Occasional skirmishing and foraging expeditions broke the routine of garrison life. After the capture of Atlanta in early September, Confederate general John B. Hood marched northward and sent one division to capture Union supplies warehoused at a railroad siding named Allatoona. The 50th Illinois was hastily called in to help defend Allatoona, and Roe provided a dramatic account of that fighting. He received a promotion to corporal and his literacy led him to be assigned as a company clerk.

    During the two-month respite that followed the capture of Atlanta, Sherman prepared for his next advance. When the march started, all communications with the North were cut off, but Roe maintained his daily journal and mailed it after the army got to Savannah.

    The March to the Sea between November 9 and December 23, 1864, proved to be almost, if not quite, a walk in the park for the Union armies. Sherman’s men traveled light and without regular rations, which meant that they turned it into one long foraging expedition. Near the end of the campaign, Roe witnessed the capture of Fort McAllister, but he took no part in the fighting.

    The troops spent a month in Savannah engaging in fatigue duties, building breastworks and “doghouses” for shelter, foraging, writing letters, and trying to stay dry. Despite the rain, swamps, and frequent lack of shelter, the soldiers by now were healthy beyond measure. Roe never mentioned becoming ill. He helped to liberate construction materials from a plantation house outside of Savannah; the house survived and continues as an elegant private residence today.

    By the end of January 1865 the troops at Savannah had been resupplied and rumors flew as to where they would head next. Roe’s brigade moved on January 27, and due to heavy flooding of the Savannah River, his division followed a route separate from the rest of the 15th Army Corps. They rejoined eventually and pushed rapidly through the swamps of South Carolina. Roe witnessed the burning of Columbia, which in his view happened because the boys got out of hand. The army by now believed that Sherman could do anything and no one anticipated meeting serious opposition. Skirmishers and isolated resistance were simply swept aside. During this march in February and March 1865 there were no opportunities to send mail, and Roe kept a single journal, which also survives.

    Roe penned some interesting descriptions during the Carolinas Campaign, such as the burning of the turpentine plantations, which escaped all mention in the War of the Rebellion, A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies. The explosion of a large ammunition depot at Cheraw, South Carolina, provided another dramatic episode, while he capped his battlefield experiences with an account of the Battle of Bentonville.

    By the end of his journals, Lewis Roe had developed into a better than average descriptive writer. His spelling and grammar were always good, but from the first journal in 1860 to the last in 1865, his narrative style improved greatly. One wonders that his language in describing the affair at Bentonville“‘Zip,’ ‘Zis,’ ‘thug,’ ‘Spat’ came the bullets, …”didn’t give poor Louisa heart failure when she read this! Her husband, of course, came through unscathed.

    The journals ended with the arrival of the army at Goldsboro, North Carolina. Roe’s participation in Sherman’s campaigns was clearly the greatest experience in his life; never again would he or most of his comrades find an involvement with such a cause, or with such leaders. The years after the Civil War were comparatively uneventful. At some point he recopied the original journal segments into two school copybooks, perhaps after publication of the 50th Illinois (Veteran) Volunteer Infantry history in 1894. His editing in the copybooks is minor when compared with the original segments that survive, which suggests that little has been lost by destruction of the first twenty-nine segments. Lewis Roe died at Knoxville, Illinois, in 1908, and apart from his daughter, Amy Grant, I met no one who had actually known him.

    Lewis Roe’s journals are unique in offering an enlisted man’s commentary on the Civil War in both the far West and the Eastern theaters. His experiences in the West have given us a rare firsthand account of the Battle of Valverde and details of such little-known episodes of army life as the long march from Fort Bridger to New Mexico; escorting duty in the Southwest; and a soldier’s efforts to understand what was happening around him as the country rushed toward an outbreak of hostilities. Later, he documented the Union occupation of a major city in Georgia and left us a candid account of an enlisted man’s experiences with the Army of the Tennessee from Rome, Georgia, to Goldsboro, North Carolina. His relative objectivity, attention to everyday details (the importance of mail; what did a knapsack contain; what did they eat, and how did they get it), and apparent lack of prejudice are unusual qualities for the time.

    In the editorial additions to these journals, I sought to identify specific places that Roe mentioned. These include the bluff in Wyoming where many 7th Infantry soldiers carved their names; the site of the Battle of Lay’s Ferry in northern Georgia and the probable owner of the plantation house there; and the location and actual name of “Dr. Jones’ plantation” outside of Savannah, Georgia. The two maps that show his western travel routes are partly based on field research, including visits to the bluff along Bitter Creek, Sangre de Cristo Pass in the Colorado Rockies, and the sites of Cheyenne Pass and Camp Walbach. On the 1864 map of Rome, Georgia, and vicinity, I relettered many of the names to improve legibility. Names have been added on the Allatoona battlefield drawing to indicate specific locations. Lewis Roe’s journals of his army life will, I hope, enlighten, entertain, instruct, and perhaps even amuse the reader.

  


  
    Chapter I: The Search for Lewis Roe

    I grew up in the small community of Knoxville in west-central Illinois. At the time, in the 1940s and early 1950s, I read a good deal and even had a mild curiosity about the early history of our town. An 1854 vintage building known as the Hall of Records housed our city library. The librarian, Mrs. Amy Grant, had local roots herself and was a lady of about seventy years.

    The last Civil War veteran in Illinois, Lewis Fablinger of Downers Grove, passed away in 1950 at the age of 103.1 Although no one from that era lived in Knoxville or even in Knox County, many children of veterans were still active, including Mrs. Grant. She told me that her father served in the Union army and took part in General Sherman’s March to the Sea. She also brought one or more of his letters to the library for me to read. Her immediate relationship to a Civil War soldier and the fact that he had kept a journal drew my interest, perhaps because I knew of no Civil War veterans among my own ancestors.

    Unfortunately, her older brother out in Kansas had their father’s journal and he would not send it back, so unless he came to Knoxville and brought it with him, I wouldn’t be able to read it. He did return once with the journal, but I was away in college and he had gone back to Kansas by the time of my next trip home.

    Mrs. Grant was the youngest child in her family, born in 1879. She attended Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois, for two terms in 18981899 and 19011902, and Western Illinois State Teachers’ College in Macomb from summer 1905 to June 1907.2 This educational background no doubt increased her appreciation for the historical value of her father’s experiences. So I paid attention when she described the journal. She recalled that he actually compiled it some years after the war, based upon his letters to his wife. The journal was not an actual transcript of these wartime letters, however, and the editorial changes left his later account differing from the contemporary one to some extent.

    Mrs. Grant explained that as he finished compiling the journal, her father began to burn his original letters, feeding them into a stove. His wife or an older daughter happened to come into the room at that moment, saw what he was doing, snatched away the unburned letters, and saved them. After her father died in 1908, the journal passed to her oldest brother, who decided that it would eventually go to his own son, named for his grandfather.

    I seldom returned to Knoxville after graduating from the University of Illinois and then spending five years in graduate studies. The journal was forgotten when I began a career as an archaeologist in Santa Fe and later in Las Cruces, New Mexico. By the 1980s, I had a business as a consultant and many of my contracts involved historical research. Then in 1984, while rummaging through the vertical files at the Fray Angélico Chávez History Library in Santa Fe, I came across an old photocopy of an article printed in the November 3, 1910, issue of the National Tribune. This was the national newspaper of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), the principal Union veterans’ organization.

    The article, titled “With Canby at Valverde, N.Mex.,” had escaped scholars of the Civil War in the Southwest. It appeared to be reliable and written by a participant, but what caught my eye was the signature line at the end“Lewis F. Roe, Co. F, 7th U.S., Knoxville, Ill.” I’d never heard of a Civil War veteran named Lewis Roe in Knoxville, or so I thought. There had been a Roe family when I lived there, and I sent a copy of the article back to my aunt in Knoxville, Dorothy England, with the questionwho was Lewis F. Roe?

    This was no challenge for her. She wrote back and gently reminded me that Lewis Roe was the father of Amy (Roe) Grant, who had wanted me to see her father’s Civil War journal when I was in high school. Those memories came flooding back, and while I now knew who Lewis Roe was, I had no idea he had also served in the Southwest. Although Mrs. Grant had passed away, her daughter, Eleanor Grant Verene, was a customer of my uncle’s insurance business in Knoxville. When my aunt gave her a copy of Lewis Roe’s article, this delighted her, as the family had no idea that this existed.

    The Search for Lewis Roe’s Journal

    Other materials now began to come out. Mrs. Verene had some family papers, thanks in part to Ella Roe, Mrs. Grant’s older sister, who had assumed the role of historian in that family. Mrs. Verene did not have the journal, of course, but she did find a small notebook in which Lewis Roe kept a diary for about four months while serving with the Regular Army before the Civil War, in Company F of the 7th U.S. Infantry. She made a partial transcript of this diary in November 1985 and later allowed my aunt to Xerox the original. From the photocopy I transcribed two largely parallel versions of the march of the 7th Infantry regiment from Fort Bridger, Wyoming, to New Mexico in the summer of 1860, plus another partial diary Roe kept when he, as part of an escort detail, accompanied a train of wagons sent from Fort Craig, New Mexico, to Fort Buchanan in southern Arizona late in the spring of 1861.

    The family papers and this notebook now showed that Lewis Roe enlisted in the 7th U.S. Infantry prior to the Civil War, mustered out at the end of his term, and later reenlisted in a volunteer Illinois regiment that formed part of Sherman’s Army. My aunt busied herself with the published records of the Illinois Adjutant General’s Office and from these we learned the dates of Roe’s service with Company C of the 50th Illinois Volunteer Infantry. With her discoveries and some dates in the family papers, we knew enough about his military service by the summer of 1986 for me to request Lewis F. Roe’s service and pension records from the National Archives. The pension records especially provided much new information. This incremental approach to the research was unavoidable because the only living person old enough to remember Lewis Roe in that family was a cousin in Florida, who was not available to us. Everyone else had been born after their grandfather died in 1908.

    Mrs. Verene also provided copies of nine letters that her grandfather wrote in 1864 and 1865. With respect to the journal, however, we were stymied. Charlie Roe, the older brother who had had it, was now deceased, but his daughter lived in Emporia, Kansas. We tried to communicate with her but were unsuccessful at the time. The whereabouts of Charlie Roe’s son, Lewis Roe, was not known. Then in the spring of 1987, Mrs. Verene wrote that this grandson had once worked at the city water department in Emporia.

    With this slim lead, I finally called the city of Emporia and learned that Lewis Roe had been employed there from April 1966 until October 1972, not long enough to become eligible for a pension. The city offices had no record of where he might be living. They referred me to Ron Rhodes, supervisor of the city water works, who had known Mr. Roe. From Mr. Rhodes, I learned that Lewis Roe came back to visit now and then (his daughter lived north of Emporia), and he thought that Roe moved to Deming, New Mexico, in 1972 or 1973. This was an incredible coincidence, since Deming lies only sixty miles west of my home in Las Cruces.

    The Deming telephone directory showed a Lewis T. Roe living on E. Jote Rd., an address that proved to be a misspelling of Elote Road. The question now was whether I should approach him myself or let his cousin, Eleanor Verene, do so. We decided that I should be the one. Another year passed before I could make a visit.

    Finally on December 19, 1988, I drove over to Deming. The Luna County Assessor’s Office showed me the location of Lewis T. Roe’s house, which appeared to be the only one in an entire Deming Ranchette subdivision situated just southwest of Deming. He was at home when I called. I introduced myself and told him what I was doing and about my interest in his grandfather’s journal. This didn’t seem to surprise him; he had it right there in the front room and pulled it out for me. I looked through it while we talked, and then I asked about photocopying it. He said that I could take it with me and keep it for a year if I needed to. This was the end of a trail that stretched back almost forty years, and at last I had the opportunity to read Mrs. Grant’s father’s Civil War journal.

    A bit overwhelmed by this good fortune, I returned to Las Cruces and inventoried the documents we had from Lewis F. Roe’s own hand. These included:

    1. A small notebook with the following:

    a) Pvt. Lewis F. Roe’s journal, first version, of the 7th Infantry’s march, June 7July 20, 1860 (incomplete).

    b) Pvt. Lewis F. Roe’s journal, second version, of the 7th Infantry’s march, June 9August 30, 1860 (parallel to the first version but lacking entries for June 7 and 8, 1860).

    c) Short diary of Pvt. Lewis F. Roe, April 5June 2, 1861 (missing entries from April 8 partway through April 23).

    2. Surviving installments of Lewis Roe’s original (daily) Civil War journal, 18641865:

    Journal 30th (October 915, 1864)

    Journal 31st (October 1627, 1864)

    Journal 32nd (October 28November 3, 1864)

    Journal 33rd (November 420, 1864)

    Journal 34th (November 21December 3, 1864)

    Journal 35th (December 418, 1864)

    Journal 36th (December 19, 1864January 4, 1865)

    Journal 37th (January 617, 1865; possibly the last in this numbered series)

    Unnumbered journal from Camp No. 4 (February 4, 1865) through Camp No. 46 (March 25, 1865)

    3. First Notebook, “Record of a Journal Kept by Lewis F. Roe.…” Includes:

    Introduction (12 manuscript pages)

    Transcription of his daily journal (pp. 1389 with pages missing at the end), April 3October 21, 1864. Incomplete.

    4. Second Notebook

    Transcription of his daily journal (pp. 146 with no pages missing), November 4, 1864, through February 16, 1865. Complete.

    5. Personal letters, addressed by Lewis F. Roe to “My Dear Wife” or “Dear Louisa”:

    May 24, 1864 (from Rome, Ga.)

    June 5, 1864 (from Rome, Ga.)

    June 27, 1864 (from Rome, Ga.)

    July 24, 1864 (from Rome, Ga.)

    October 9, 1864 (from Rome, Ga.)

    January 19, 1865 (from Savannah, Ga.)

    January 30, 1865 (“30 mi. above Savannah”)

    Date obscured but early to mid-June 1865 (Camp … , probably Louisville, Ky.)

    June 20, 1865 (from Louisville, Ky.)

    6. Article “With Canby at Valverde, N.Mex.” in the National Tribune, November 3, 1910.

    Mr. Roe possessed a few other items, such as the draft of an address delivered by his grandfather’s older brother Edward D. Roe on Memorial Day 1891 at Silver Lake, Kansas. A square of paper with names on both sides, in Lewis F. Roe’s own handwriting, was a fragment from a copy of the Company F, 7th U.S. Infantry casualty list from the Battle of Valverde, New Mexico, on February 21, 1862.3 These documents suggest that more papers existed at one time. There is nothing to show that Lewis Roe kept other diaries.

    When I returned all of Lewis F. Roe’s materials to Mr. Roe, he gave me written permission to publish these. Sometime later he found and sent me an original ambrotype of his grandfather in his 7th Infantry uniform, made in Galesburg in 1863. This, too, I copied and returned the original to him. It is used here as the frontispiece. Mr. Roe subsequently sent these records to his cousin, Mrs. Verene, and in June 1990, her son, Donald P. Verene, donated them to Knox College.4

    At various times between July 1986 and January 1990, I transcribed the two notebooks, the nine journal installments, and the small 18601861 notebook; then I checked the typed transcripts carefully against photocopies of the originals. Lewis F. Roe had enclosed installments of his original (daily) Civil War journal with the personal letters to his wife. Eight extant journal segments, numbered 30th through the 37th, each covered one to two weeks. A much longer one, unnumbered, recorded events in February and March 1865. No installments prior to the 30th one have been discovered, and it is now apparent that he fed these, not the personal letters, into the fire as he completed transcribing them into his notebooks. The survival of these original segments is doubly important because the 31st and 32nd ones partly overlap with his first notebook and allow us to fill in the missing pages between October 21 and November 3, 1864, in that notebook. When compared with the second notebook, five of the segments show that his recopying involved only minor editing.

    On October 13, 2003, I made a brief visit to the Seymour Library at Knox College to extend the research. The Lewis F. Roe Papers there included a number of items that I had not seen previously, such as his discharge papers from the 7th U.S. Infantry and the 50th Illinois Veteran Volunteer Infantry, and his appointment as a corporal in the latter regiment. An additional thirty-three letters to his wife were also new to me. These letters, three of which lacked one or more pages, were dated between February 17, 1864, and June 1, 1865. The letters at Knox held little new information and have not been used in this book.

    Missing from the papers at Knox College were originals or copies of the nine personal letters listed above (No. 5) and the nine Civil War journal installments (No. 2). I have no idea where these have gone. The nine personal letters I had already incorporated into the chapters with the 18641865 journals, so their contents have been preserved. Also missing at Knox were the genealogical sections of the Roe family records. These presumably remained with Mrs. Verene and are cited here as Roe family records.

    In Roe’s journal entry for November 30, 1864 (chapter 8), he said that he again scribbled “in my little book.” This suggests that during the Savannah Campaign at least his primary record was a small notebook similar to the one he used in recording his march with the 7th U.S. Infantry in 1860 (chapter 3). If so, then what I have called installments of his original Civil War journal may have been recopied from his “little book” whenever he was about to write home. The close similarity of his handwriting in each installment could mean that the document was written out at a single sitting rather than day by day. Since this “little book” has not survived, there is no way to know what, if anything, he might have added or deleted when writing the installments.

    The Search for Background on a Soldier’s Life

    With the journals transcribed, the next task was to assemble enough background information to write a decent introduction. The introduction that Roe himself wrote at the beginning of his first notebook was invaluable. From his pension file at the National Archives and several pages of Roe and related family genealogical records, we had lists of births and marriages assembled by or with the assistance of his second-oldest daughter, Ella Roe. These and the U.S. Census population schedules from 1860, 1870, and 1880 helped to sort out his own casual references to brothers, an aunt, and cousins in the 18641865 journal. We found almost nothing about the first twenty years of his life, prior to joining the 7th Infantry on March 5, 1858. Again, from the time he was discharged from volunteer service on July 13, 1865, until his death on March 27, 1908, we have few details to cover a period of more than forty years.
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    Map 1. West-Central Illinois. Courtesy of author.

    Lewis Roe had been born in Adams County, Illinois, and lived almost half of his life there. None of the Adams County histories mentioned individuals or families that could be related to his. Newspapers were another source, and the nine surviving years of the weekly Knox County Republican between 1888 and 1910 were examined. These yielded only a confirmation that Roe and his family moved to Knoxville in 1893 and that he participated in activities of the GAR post there.5

    With little to show thus far, I turned to the two daily newspapers published in Quincy, Illinois, the county seat of Adams County. I read the Quincy Daily Whig and Republican from 1858 through 1865 and the Quincy Herald from 1859 through 1865. Both papers were virtually complete for these years, but neither published anything about or from Lewis Roe. The Whig did an excellent job of news reporting, and it included letters from persons in the 50th Illinois Volunteer Infantry as well as items about that regiment. The Herald (which the Whig referred to as a Copperhead sheet) had little to say about the regiment following its participation in the battles of Pittsburg Landing (Shiloh), Tennessee, and Corinth, Mississippi, both in 1862.

    I borrowed microfilms of the National Tribune for the period March 1899 through March 1911. Although Lewis Roe died in 1908, the article published under his name appeared in the November 3, 1910, issue. I hoped that he might have published more, but this was not the case. From a passing reference I discovered the Western Veteran, another veterans’ newspaper. The Kansas State Historical Society had microfilmed this paper, published from 1884 through 1904. O. H. Coulter, who entered service at age 15 and edited the Western Veteran from 1889 through 1904, had served in Company I of Roe’s own regiment.6 Understandably his paper had many articles about this regiment, including rosters of surviving members and regular reports on its reunions. The only reference to Lewis Roe seems to have been his name on the roster for the regimental reunion held in Quincy on September 1719, 1889.7

    The Western Veteran published the regimental history, History of the Fiftieth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry in the War of the Union, with the last regimental adjutant serving as the editor.8 The paper printed 410 copies of this subscription volume in 1894.9 It contained one passing reference to Lewis F. Roe, mostly about his previous service in the 7th Infantry.10

    By itself this well-written regimental history provided ample background for Roe’s 18641865 Civil War journal. One intriguing feature was the change in literary style about halfway through, at the point where the regiment left its station at Rome, Georgia, on November 10, 1864, to join what became Sherman’s March to the Sea. The narrative structure then became a daily journal and the writing style resembled that of Roe’s journal. The two appeared to be parallel and independent accounts although their contents were quite different. The probable explanation for their similarities is that the writers shared the same educational backgrounds.

    These efforts to fill out Lewis Roe’s life proved the folk wisdom of one colleague: that the best subjects for biography are those who died without leaving long, uneventful periods for authors to fill. One senses that for Lewis Roe, the Civil War was the defining experience in his life. He was brave, modest, and also very lucky. Best of all, he left us his account of life in one of Sherman’s armies, a role in which he clearly took great pride.

    Lewis F. Roe, 18381908

    Lewis Franklin Roe’s parents were Lewis Roe and Caroline (Strong) Roe. He came into the world on August 22, 1838, in the rural community of Adams in Adams County, Illinois. He had two full brothers: Jonas, born in 1834, about whom we know nothing more, and Edward D., born in 1836. His own father died in 1843 and a year later (September 25, 1844) Caroline, a month shy of her thirtieth birthday, married Josiah Read. He was her age or perhaps a year older. Josiah, too, had been married before, to Amy Roe, some nine years his senior and a sister of Lewis Roe. Josiah and Amy had two sons, Franklin and Jonas, born in 1840 and 1842. What became of Amy is not known; perhaps she died in childbirth.

    Josiah Read and his new wife Caroline began yet a third family: Warren S., Charles A., Henry W., and William E., born in 1845, 1848, 1849, and 1857 respectively. Lewis Roe thus grew up in a family with nine boysfull brothers, half-brothers, and step-brotherswhom he referred to indiscriminately as brothers. Occasionally in his Civil War journal he called his wife’s brothers “brother” as well. The relationships with the cousins, aunt, and uncle he mentioned in his journal are less clear and have not been worked out. Many of Lewis F. Roe’s brothers would have been at an age to serve in the Union army, and at least some of them did.

    The RoeRead family, prosperous but not wealthy, farmed in Burton Township in Adams County; Josiah Read reported a personal estate worth $1,000 and real estate valued at $6,000 in the 1860 Census.11 The boys would have received a basic education at a country school. By 1840 the county seat of Quincy had grown into a city and nearly all of the adult males living outside of towns returned themselves as farmers or laborers. Adams County bordered on the Mississippi River and Quincy had become a river port and a center of manufacturing and commerce.

    Lewis received much more than a basic education, as the records of Knox College show him as a member of the preparatory class for one year, 18561857. This part of Knox was similar to a high school and the college catalog noted that “Candidates for admission to the Preparatory Class are expected to be familiar with the common English branches.” The first-year preparatory course focused on Latin grammar and Latin readings, and Greek grammar and a Greek reader, tempered with algebra.12 How well he fared with these is not known.
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    Figure 1. At 6th and Maine, downtown Quincy, Ill., ca. 18611863. Courtesy of the Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County.

    Lewis Roe noted in his Civil War journal that he spent January 1, 1858, at Gilson, Illinois, a small community a dozen miles from Galesburg and about half that distance from Knoxville. Perhaps it was while he attended Knox that he first met Louisa Smith, although Knox has no record of her. Louisa was the eldest of twelve children in the family of Edmund Smith, a grocer at Gilson.13 Roe would later marry Louisa in Knoxville.

    We know nothing more about Lewis Roe’s early life before he showed up at the recruiting depot in St. Louis, Missouri, on March 5, 1858, and enlisted in the Army of the United States for the normal five-year period. The recruiting officer described him as 5 feet 7 3/₄ inches in height with blue eyes, sandy hair, and a ruddy complexion. Although only nineteen at the time, he fudged in declaring that he was twenty-two years of age.14 He received assignment to the 7th U.S. Infantry.

    In 1857 the Mormons in Utah defied the authority of the federal government, and as a result President James Buchanan sent a small army to crush this uprising, the so-called Utah War. The plan was for a summer offensive in 1858, but negotiators reached a compromise settlement in late June. The army in the meantime had attempted to recruit additional men for its understrength regular units.15

    These reinforcements, including the bulk of the 7th Infantry and many recent recruits, were organized as six columns when they marched westward from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Roe was sent to join Company F, already on duty at Fort Laramie in present-day Wyoming. He evidently marched with the Fourth Column. A civilian who accompanied this column as a boy of fifteen later wrote a description of their pleasant and largely uneventful trek to Utah.16

    In his own introduction, Lewis Roe wrote the following about his early army life:

    I served in Co. “F” 7th U.S. Infy. for 5 years, enlisting March 4th 1858, at St. Louis Mo. [I] was sent to Jefferson Barracks, 12 miles south of St. Louis, where 8 companies of our Regiment was in barracks, the other 2 companies (F and H) being at Fort Laramie on the Platte river. The 7th Infty. was sent the latter part of May 1858 to Fort Leavenworth Kan. We went by boat up the Mo [Missouri] River. After remaining in camp about a week we started across the plains for Salt Lake City, passing through Ft. Laramie. Companies F and H joined the column and we proceeded on our way. I was now with my Co. “F.”

    Arriving in Sept. 1858 at Ft. Bridger, Wyoming, our co was ordered to remain as garrison for that Post. We had marched about 1000 miles. Our route was up the Platte River and the Sweet Water river through the South Pass, crossing Green River to Ft. Bridger. On the way we passed through several tribes of Indians, the Cheyennes, the Sioux, the Crows, the Blackfeet and the Bannocks. Saw herds of Buffalos and various wonders of nature.

    We remained as garrison of Fort Bridger from Sept. 1858 until May 1860, going on frequent Indian expeditions but chiefly as a guard to the great Overland Route to California. I might tell of many remarkable incidents and adventures while stationed here, but as I only write this as preliminary to my journal kept while belonging to Co. “C” 50 Ills. [Volunteer] Infty, I will not go into the details of my regular army service.17
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    Figure 2. Original 1858 officers’ quarters at Fort Bridger, Wyo. Author’s photo.

    At the time, this country was part of Utah Territory. Fort Bridger lay near the southwestern corner of what is now Wyoming. The post commander there from mid-August 1858 to March 6, 1860, for all but three months of the time Roe spent in Utah, was Brevet Major Edward R. S. Canby, 10th U.S. Infantry.18 Before two more years had passed, Roe would serve under Canby again, this time at the Civil War Battle of Valverde and the skirmish at Peralta, in New Mexico Territory.

    The entire 7th Infantry Regiment transferred from Utah to New Mexico in the summer of 1860 as part of a massive reinforcement that included the 5th Infantry Regiment, three companies of the 10th, and two of the 2nd Dragoons as well.19 Lewis Roe left Fort Bridger in the second column of his regiment. This march stretched 1,067 miles from Blacks Fork in southwestern Wyoming to Fort Craig on the Rio Grande, and during these three months he kept a daily journalthe earliest such record we have by him. Again, Roe wrote:

    In the spring of 1860 our Regiment (7th Infty.) was ordered to New Mexico and Arizonia. We took up the line of march on the last day of May 1860, taking what was then called the Great Cherokee Trail to N.M. Going east, we crossed the Rockies through Bridger’s Pass, on east through Chyenne [Cheyenne] Pass, turning south through Denver City, crossing the hd. waters of the Arkansas River, west through Sangre de Cristo Pass. Thence South through the Mexican cities of Taos, Santa Fe, Albuquerque, down the Rio Grande through the towns of Los Lunas, Peralto [Peralta], Socorro, to Fort Craig almost on the southern border of N.M.

    Here our company “F” and “H” were ordered to remain as garrison while the other 8 companies were sent to different forts of Arizonia. We arrived at Fort Craig on the 3rd of Sept. 1860. We had accomplish[ed] a march of over 1000 miles through mountains, passes, over rivers, where it did not seem possible for an army with a large train to go. Saw but few Indians or Buffalos, but the lofty mountains, deep cañons were innumerable.

    As for his next months at Fort Craig, Roe tells us:

    During the fall and winter of 186061 we were chiefly employed as guards to the overland mail coaches running from Kansas City to San Francisco Cal. Every week the mail coach arriving at Ft. Craig would take on an extra coach with 10 or 12 soldiers as guards, cross the “Jornada del Muerto” (Journey of death) to Ft. Fillmore 110 miles south. We usually made the trip in 27 hours, coming back on the next mail coach.

    A partial diary from the spring of 1861 covers a detail that escorted cattle to Arizona.

    Following the Battle of Valverde on February 21, 1862, Colonel Canby led Company F and other units of his command in pursuit of the Confederates until they eventually left New Mexico Territory in early July. The summer of 1862 saw Roe and his company assigned to Fort Union, the principal army supply point in New Mexico. On March 5, 1863, he mustered out there as a first sergeant. The frontispiece is an ambrotype, taken in Galesburg, Illinois, in 1863, that shows him wearing the sword belt plate authorized for sergeants and officers in the infantry.20 By his own account, Lewis Roe walked from Fort Union back
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