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Praise for the Earth Spirit series

There is no doubt that this world is in crisis. The ecological and sociological reality we’re living in and must face up to is quite frankly terrifying. Yet there is hope. The authors of the Earth Spirit series from Moon Books show us that there are solutions to be found in ecological and eco-spiritual practices. I recommend this series to anyone who is concerned about our current situation and wants to find some hope in solutions they can practice for themselves.

Sarah Kerr, Pagan Federation President

This bold and rich Earth Spirit series provides vital information, perspectives, poetry and wisdom to guide and support through the complex environmental, climate and biodiversity challenges and crisis facing us all. Nothing is avoided within the wide range of author views, expertise and recommendations on ecospirituality. I am deeply inspired by the common call, across the books, to radically change our relationship with the planet to a more respectful, mutual, spiritual and sustainable way of living; both individually and collectively. Each book offers its own particular flavour and practical offering of solutions and ways forward in these unprecedented times. Collectively the series provides an innovative, inspiring and compelling compendium of how to live, hope and act from both ancient and modern wisdoms. Whatever your views, concerns and aspirations for your life, and for the planet, you will find something of value. My life and understanding is deeply enhanced through the privilege of reading this series.

Dr Lynne Sedgmore CBE, Founder of Goddess Luminary Leadership Wheel, Executive Coach, Priestess and ex Chief Executive 

In a world that is faced with such immense environmental issues, we can often feel paralysed and impotent. The Earth Spirit series is a welcome and inspiring antidote to fear and apathy. These books gift us with positive and inspiring visions that serve to empower and strengthen our own resolve to contribute to the healing of our planet, our communities and ourselves.

Eimear Burke, Chosen Chief of The Order of Bards, Ovates and Druids

Thanks to Moon Books and an amazing group of authors for stepping up in support of our need to address, with grace and aliveness, the ecological crises facing humanity. We must take concerted, focused, positive action on every front NOW, and this is best and most powerfully done when we base our offerings in a deep sense of spirit. White Buffalo Woman came to us 20 generations ago, reminding us of the importance of a holy perception of the world - based in Oneness, unity, honor and respect. Even as that is profound, it is also practical, giving us a baseline of power from which to give our gifts of stewardship and make our Earth walk a sacred one - for us and for All Our Relations. Walk in Beauty with these authors!

Brooke Medicine Eagle, Earthkeeper and author of Buffalo Woman Comes Singing and The Last Ghost Dance

Earth Spirit is an exciting and timely series. It has never been more important to engage with ideas that promote a positive move forward for our world. Our planet needs books like these -they offer us heartening signposts through the most challenging of times.

Philip Carr-Gomm, author of Druid Mysteries, Druidcraft and Lessons in Magic

Our relationship to the Mother Earth and remembering our roles as caretakers and guardians of this sacred planet is essential in weaving ourselves back into the tapestry of our own sacred nature. From the shamanic perspective, we are not separate from nature. The journey to finding solutions for the Earth will come through each person’s reconnection to her heartbeat and life force.

Chandra Sun Eagle, author of Looking Back on the Future

This is important work as we humans face one of the greatest challenges in our collective history.

Ellen Evert Hopman, Archdruid of Tribe of the Oak and author of A Legacy of Druids, A Druid’s Herbal of Sacred Tree Medicine, The Sacred Herbs of Spring, and other volumes


What people are saying about Honoring the Wild

Many of us in modern Paganism are doing our best to respond to the call of the Earth in pain. A seemingly endless task, it can feel daunting, frustrating, lonely, depressingly insurmountable. This little book says, “keep going”, as if Irisanya and the intersectional group of writers whose voices she shares have taken your hands to march beside you. The stories and rituals herein are full of grief, and fury, and love, but most of all they are empowering and uplifting, and they show what we – as a community and as individuals – can do, and some of the many parts we can play. I am not a member of the Reclaiming tradition, but I came away feeling proud, heartened and inspired by a group that centres activism as one of its core tenets. This healing, this gentle but resolute strength, is the kind of magick our world needs at this moment.

Katrina Townsend, author of The Anti-consumerist Druid

Most pagans already are, in some way, doing what they can to help the planet. Earth Spirit: Honoring the Wild is a collection of voices from the Reclaiming witchcraft tradition, showing the range of their achievements. It is one of the most inspiring books about environmental activism I have read. As author Irisanya Moon writes: ‘Activism shows up in many ways, in many forms.’ Not everyone can go on long marches or stand for hours in protest, although many do. If you reuse and recycle, if you do magic to protect wildlife, if you write poetry to raise awareness – you are still an activist. If you are looking for ideas about what more you can do, read this book.

Lucya Starza, author of Pagan Portals titles on Candle Magic, Poppets and Magical Dolls, Guided Visualisations, and Scrying
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Acknowledgements & Dedication

There are many people to thank for their help in creating this book. Not only do I thank my publisher for reaching out with this idea and for the folks who wrote pieces to add to this compilation, but I also thank the activists of before, now, and the future.

It is upon their shoulders I stand and see the ongoing impact of action and magick.

While there is no hierarchy in activism for me, there is one name to which I want to dedicate this book: Rose May Dance.

Rose was one of my first teachers at California Witchcamp in 2008. Her silliness and her creativity inspire me to this date.

What I didn’t know at the time was that she and I were from the same Ohio city. I also didn’t know she was an activist, someone who trained health counselors and outreach workers in ‘how to reach the hard to reach.’ Rose was a vital part of the harm reduction movement that led to the inception of the needle exchange program (Prevention Point) in San Francisco, California.

Rose also helped to found Reclaiming Witchcraft, as an activist for peace, as well as social and environmental justice. She helped create hundreds of rituals and participated in numerous actions in support of environmental causes, many of these actions are listed in this book.

Rose May Dance died on December 31, 2021. To her, I dedicate this book.


Introduction

“The Diablo blockade was an initiation; a journey through fear, a descent into the dark, and a return with knowledge and empowerment from within; a death and rebirth that began with a stripping process and promises something at the end.” – Starhawk, Dreaming the Dark

This is a short and impossible book. It is an all-too-brief compilation of voices that have been in Reclaiming. It is a collection of snapshots – where bodies have been. Where ritual existed and can exist next. The work of activism is ongoing, imperfect, and an invitation to continue. To change and to adjust to the emerging needs, the insistent call from Earth. The time is always right now.

Activism shows up in many ways, in many forms, and sometimes it shows up, burns out, and disappears. Or returns, in another form. Sometimes activism is less of being in the crowd and more like holding the edges. Sometimes activism is loud. Sometimes it is quiet. Sometimes it is both and beyond. My hope is to bring to light the way Reclaiming Witches and magick makers honor (and honour) the wild.

I am certain this is incomplete. I am certain I will forget or confuse a fact. For that, I take accountability. The words of the writers are as close to their original offerings as possible. The only words that have been adjusted are for clarity and grammar/ spelling/punctuation. The pieces are placed in an order that originally flowed from what was offered, from story to practice to magick and beyond. It is not linear. It is not created with any sense of one piece being more or less important than the next. All of these pieces were given of the heart.

What you will want to know is that I wanted to show the reader, Reclaiming or not, what activism looks like from the inside. While the outside and the pictures and the outcomes and the victories and the disappointments are many, the emotions are just as mighty and many. The ‘why’ has always been more valuable than the ‘how’ to me. Because when you are clear on the direction, you will find a way to get there. When your heart is the compass, the journey reveals itself.

The Earth is hurting. Witches are healers. May the work continue. Blessed be the hands and hearts of each being.
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