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“Seeing what God has done in someone else’s life can be just the inspiration you need. These courageous stories of girls set apart in character, passion, and destiny will call out the Esther in you, for such a time as this. Way to lead the charge, Lisa!”

NICOLE C. MULLEN, FOUR-TIME DOVE AWARD–WINNING SINGER/SONGWRITER




“This fantastic book reminded me that my destiny is not determined by my appearance, fashion know-how, or circle of friends. My worth is found only in the purpose-filled identity of Christ’s unfathomable love.”

JOY WILLIAMS, THREE-TIME DOVE AWARD NOMINEE, BEST NEW ARTIST, CCM READERS’ AWARDS 2002




“I love this book! It’s never too early or too late to be a part of Generation Esther. It only takes one to change a nation, and that one could be you. Read this book and you will be charged with Esther-sized girl power!”

NATALIE GRANT, SINGER/SONGWRITER




“Lisa Ryan has filled these pages with young women who have answered God’s call with a heartfelt yes—even when it has cost them! Girls, you will be pumped with the courage and the desire to do the same. Be part of Gen-E! Be God’s girl and rock your generation for Jesus!”

ANDREA STEPHENS, BRIO BEAUTY EDITOR,
AUTHOR OF STUFF A GIRL’S GOTTA KNOW




“Generation Esther is full of inspiring stories of triumph and grace. God has a great destiny for those who are willing to be used by Him. Another home run, Lisa!”

LISA KIMMEY, OUT OF EDEN
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This book is dedicated to all the girls who
are answering the call to join
God’s Girl Movement and are:
rising up to live set-apart lives,
making godly choices,
walking in character,
facing challenges,
and stepping out in courage …
for such a time as this.
You are my heroes, and this is for you—Generation Esther.
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My humble and heart-gushing thanks to:

My Lord, for allowing me to be a steward of this message to young women. You have been so faithful to divinely cross my path with some of Your modern-day Esthers, and I am honored and privileged to share their stories.

My family, who continually encouraged me month after month. To my husband, Marcus, for always believing in me, for postponing his dissertation at times so I could monopolize the computer, for his expert skill in editing, and for constantly fixing the computer when his technically challenged wife messed it up. To my daughters, Quinlyn, Logan, and Madelin, for their daily prayer for “Mommy to finish her book.”

My circle of maiden friends, who continue to advise, inspire, challenge, and cheer me on: Marti, Kim, Paula, Maria, Karen, and Darlene. I love you ladies.

Renee DeLoriea, for laying the foundation and her gift of encouragement.

Jim Lund, for saving the day and getting the girl thing.

Jennifer Gott, for finding my voice and the voice of this generation.

My publishing family at Multnomah—it takes a team of people to take a book from an idea to the reader’s hands. Without this team, Generation Esther would still be just an idea. I thank them for believing in me and believing in you.
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Introduction

Generation Esther


lisaryan



Do you believe what most TV shows, movies, songs, magazines, Internet sites, and romance novels are telling you about girl power? That a girl’s worth and power come from showing skin and curves to get a guy’s attention, flirting up a storm, teasing like a pop-starlet, or sleeping around? Or that happiness can be found only by being the prettiest, best-dressed, snobbiest Queen Bee of them all? Maybe you’ve been dipping your toe in the water or even jumping in on the action because you think all the other girls are doing it. Could it really be that all the other girls are grabbing their chance to prove they’re the kind of sexual bait no man can resist? That they’re all clawing their way to the top of the most-popular-girl food chain, and you may as well join them?

Well, I have news for you: Not all girls are doing that! And not all girls act that way! In fact, a lot of girls are choosing an entirely different approach to life altogether. They’re rebelling against the destructive messages of this world and forging their own purposeful path—you could even call them countercultural.

Fewer and fewer girls today are buying into the idea that making others drool or knowing how to “work it” is a sign that a girl has it together. Instead of being all about themselves, they’re helping others. Instead of stabbing others in the back, they’re protecting their sisters. They’re thinking a whole lot more about who they are instead of about how much they can get. Basically, they’re throwing off the junk that makes a girl weak and putting on the stuff that makes a girl strong—really strong—because she’s empowered by God!

I call the teenage girls and young women who are part of this fresh move of God “Generation Esther.” These young women (instead of Gen-X or Gen-Y, you could call them Gen-E) aren’t buying the bill of goods that’s being sold to the rest of today’s generation. They have a deep hunger for real and personal spiritual experiences and for having a purpose worth living for—and even dying for.

Generation Esther girls aren’t settling for the dark spiritual experiences promoted by the huge number of TV programs and movies that invite curious young women to experiment with witchcraft. They’re also not reaching into the bag of tricks being offered by reality TV shows (and how “real” are those shows anyway? C’mon!), which often advocate guy hopping and backstabbing. They’re not settling for what might make them feel good for the moment, but will wound them in the end. And they’re certainly not allowing themselves to be used to fill the wallets of an industry that pumps out messages inviting them to hate their parents (or worse), disrespect authority, embrace apathy, party their brains out, live for sex, or commit suicide.

The terrorism acts of 9/11 have become a defining event for this generation. After 9/11, people suddenly became more serious about their lives and started trying to figure out how to make them really count. This trend is especially visible among young people. I have seen it firsthand among the hundreds of young women who have e-mailed me—from both the U.S. and many countries around the world—to tell me that they are radically sold out to living a life that is set apart for God.

I began receiving these e-mails when my first book, For Such a Time as This, was released in the summer of 2001. After reading the book (which is based on the story of Esther in the Bible), one by one, girls shared with me how the example of Esther’s life is playing out in their own lives. Whether they are in a time of preparation, right smack in the middle of a crisis, or making courageous choices, they are identifying with Esther and recognizing how God is taking them through many of the same steps He took Esther through. Even in the midst of great challenges to their faith and character, these modern-day Esthers are rising to the call.

WHY ESTHER?

I have always loved the story of Esther, and her example is still relevant to young women—perhaps now more than ever. This OT (Old Testament, that is) teenager was more than just a pretty face. She faced challenges, made difficult choices, handled crises, and answered God’s call on her life. Because of her obedience, courage, and wisdom, people’s lives were saved and God’s purpose in a nation was accomplished.

And God is still looking for young women of character and courage to accomplish His purposes. He is looking for average teenage girls and young women like you, who will return to timeless character values such as virtue, purity, obedience, courage, kindness, wisdom, and devotion. Right now, God is preparing and using many young women to make such a difference in the world that they will be part of shaping history.

Each generation before yours has had its “Esthers”—those young women who had the kind of character qualities that made it possible for God to use them in remarkable ways to fulfill His plans. Today, God is calling Generation Esther and building on the foundation of previous generations. But this larger collective move of God is also being lived out in the lives of individual girls like you.


Now is the time to step into the role you are destined to play in God’s eternal plan.



Is God calling you to join Generation Esther? Are you feeling convicted, or impressed upon by God, to become set apart for a purpose that is bigger than you?

To help you recognize some of the ways God shapes and raises up average girls like you to be modern-day Esthers, we’ll first look back at the life of the biblical role model, Esther. Then, as we look at the lives of some modern-day Esthers and see how they are rising to the call, you’ll be able to identify the Esther in you … for such a time as this.
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chapter one

For Such a Time as This


queenesther



Esther’s story is a legendary tale of an ordinary girl being used by God in an extraordinary way. It’s the story of a young orphan girl from a common background who was suddenly thrust into a beauty contest and quickly elevated to the role of queen of a vast kingdom (kind of a Cinderella story, really). But this teenage girl hid a secret that could have killed her. Then a turn of events forced her to decide whether or not she would lay her life on the line to protect her people from destruction. Only she could save them.

Sounds like a script for a Hollywood movie, doesn’t it? But this story is true.

Even if you’ve already read the story of Esther in the Bible or my first book, For Such a Time as This, I think you’ll want to dig a little deeper with me into Esther’s life. Why? Because comparing the life of this timeless role model with the lives of young women today who exhibit similar characteristics will help you better understand the ways God is working in your life. We’ll look at:


[image: ] what it is about Esther that has made her a role model for generations to come.

[image: ] the ways Esther expressed her character that positioned her for this noble task.

[image: ] the critical choices Esther made that set her apart from others.

[image: ] the courage it took to be God’s girl in a moment of crisis.



Choices … challenges … a crisis … and a call—Esther faced them all. But guess what? So will you. And how you respond to these situations will determine how God uses you in your generation.

To discover how Esther’s example can be applied in our lives today, let’s take a look at her story—and how God shaped an ordinary life into an extraordinary one.

A YOUNG GIRL IS CHOSEN FOR A MAN-SIZED TASK

Esther was a girl who …

Hold up. Stop right there! A girl?

Before we go any further, let’s make sure we get something that might be easy to skim right over. Esther was a girl. It’s pretty amazing and encouraging that right before a crisis for His people was about to unfold, God put His confidence in an average teenage girl. Of all the people God could have chosen to protect the Jews when they were being threatened with annihilation, He chose a girl! That tells us right away that God delights in His girls and wants to use them to touch His world in uniquely feminine ways. It seems that sometimes, the best guy for the job is a girl! Both then and now, His Holy Spirit is the only source of bona fide “girl power.”

Esther didn’t just wake up one day, look at her Palm Pilot, realize it was her date with destiny, and ask herself, “So, what am I going to wear?” No, two very important elements were working together in Esther’s life, which paved the way for her to be fully prepared and in position at just the right moment when God would use her in a magnificent way. First, the creative and providential hand of God was on Esther before she was even born. Second, Esther was willing to bend her will to the will of God, allowing Him to move her from one significant event in her destiny to the next. The character qualities she would need in that crucial moment were being shaped and molded in her as, one choice at a time, she did the right thing. At every turn, because Esther was obedient, she allowed God to be the Director of her life.


His Holy Spirit is the only source of bona fide “girl power.”



Obedience and Respect

Esther’s story of destiny really started when she was a child. You see, she was an orphan—her mother, father, and maybe even her sisters and brothers had been killed, possibly by enemies of the Jews. Because the Jews had been forced to leave their homeland and live in the vast kingdom of Persia, they had to deal with religious and racial prejudice.

After her parents died, Esther went to live with her older cousin Mordecai and his family. She became like a daughter to Mordecai and was devoted to him and obeyed his instructions.

For Esther to fulfill that pivotal moment in her destiny, when she would be used by God to deliver her people from annihilation, it was important for these character traits of respect and obedience to be developed in her. The strength of these traits would eventually lead to her saying just the right thing at just the right time after she was promoted to just the right position to plead with King Xerxes for the lives of her people.

Providence

The opportunity for Esther’s “date with destiny” presented itself when King Xerxes became angry with his queen and dethroned her. The main concern here was Queen Vashti’s refusal to come when the king called her—it set an example of disrespect that the king’s advisors feared might spread into households throughout the kingdom. They suggested that Xerxes hold a sort of pageant to find a woman more worthy of the royal position of queen. The king, of course, liked this idea (what guy wouldn’t?).

Obviously, King Xerxes had no idea that God had a plan as well—to use this otherwise worldly contest for His own purposes. Providence was already at work. The road was being paved for God to position His girl for a divine moment.

The pageant qualifications were posted: “Wanted: Beautiful Young Virgins.”

SET APART FROM THE START

Purity Required

Virginity was one of the qualifications to make it into the first round of this pageant. For a girl to even be considered for the position of queen, she had to have the purity of a virgin.

Esther’s purity qualified her for her destiny. In our day and age, some people would consider this requirement politically incorrect at best. Others might say you’d be hard-pressed even to find virgins for the competition. But in Esther’s time, physical purity was a huge deal. It was a commentary on a girl’s character and the character of her family. An unmarried young girl who was not a virgin would be disowned and labeled contaminated, dirty, and a disgrace to her community. Purity was a valued virtue.

Today it’s a different story. Sexual compromise is accepted—and almost expected—in our society. But the high value of purity hasn’t changed in God’s eyes. The times may have changed, but God hasn’t. As His eyes scan the earth for individuals He will move to the next level of preparation in His plan for their lives, His attention is drawn to those who demonstrate lives of purity, virtue, modesty, and discretion.


He does not take his eyes off the righteous; he enthrones them with kings and exalts them forever.

JOB 36:7



Esther’s virginity was an expression of the purity of her heart, mind, and motive. Like Esther, our own inner purity is carried out in the choices we make and in the way we live. I want to say something important here, though: If this discussion about the need for purity has brought conviction in your heart, please be encouraged—you can always begin again. If you haven’t maintained purity in your life, you aren’t forever disqualified from finding God’s destiny for your life. God can cleanse

Preparation … and the Irresistible Favor of God






Handpicked Friends




A Get-Real Girl



The Promotion


CRISIS BEGINS TO UNFOLD






A Test of Character















An Esther Moment (“Aha!” … “Oh no!”)













“IF I DIE, I DIE”








Courage










Hospitality, Coming Up!





Waiting for God’s Perfect Timing
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