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Strait

A strait [say strevt] is a narrow passage of water, with land on both

sides, that connects two large bodies of water.

Here is a picture of a strait:
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Ocean

The blue ocean [say OH-shun] is the biggest form of water on Earth.
It’s one huge body of salt water that covers about 70 percent of Earth’s
surface.

We call smaller areas by their own “ocean” name, like the Pacific
Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean.

Earth has five oceans. Sometimes, the oceans meet, but do not mix.

Continent

The large brown and green areas of land are continents [say KON-tin-
uhnts]. These are the biggest forms of land on Earth. In this picture, we
see the continents of North America and South America.

Earth has seven continents.
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Ocean and Sea: What's the Difference?

In everyday speech, people often used the words “ocean” and “sea”
to mean the same thing. They are both salt water, but there are differ-
ences between them.

An ocean is the biggest body of water on Earth. It is very deep; is far
away from land; and does not have a lot of plant or animal life in it.

A sea [say see] is smaller than an ocean. A sea is often on the edges of
an ocean, and is usually next to land. A sea is shallower than an ocean,
and has much more plant and animal life. There are about 50 seas
scattered across Earth. Here is a view from space of part of a sea:
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Earth

Earth is our home. In this book, we'll get to know its forms of land and
water. It’s best to read straight through, rather than skip around.

This is a view of Earth from space:
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Isthmus

An isthmus [say IS-muhs] is a narrow strip of land, with water on both

sides, that connects two large bodies of land.

Here'’s a view of an isthmus:
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Coastline

Here is North America as seen from space:

Use your finger to trace the line where the water meets the land. It’s
wiggly and goes back and forth, and up and down, all around. That line
is called the coastline [say KOHST-lahyn].
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Gulf

Now, point to an area where the water is closed off by land on three
sides. [Hint: There are two areas like this in the picture.] This area is
called a gulf [say guhlf].

Gulfs come in different sizes and shapes. They can be huge or smaller,
wide or narrow, and long or short. Depending on the size, it can take
anywhere from a day, to a few weeks to cross a gulf by boat.

Peninsula

Can you find a finger of land that points into the water from the
mainland? [Hint: There are two in this picture.]

We call this a peninsula [say puh-NIN-suh-luh]. It is surrounded by
water on three sides.

A peninsula can be small, or big enough to see from space, like here.
The water around a peninsula can be an ocean, sea, lake or river.
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A bay [say bey] is a body of water partly surrounded by land. A bay is
like a gulf, only smaller. It can take a couple of hours to cross a large
bay by boat. Here is a picture of a small bay:
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