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1. Foreword
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Has USA Fallen Short Of Its Promise?: "Life, Liberty And Pursuit Of Happiness" In Today's America.

USA was the world's first democracy, established by the people of the 13 British colonies in North America, after a violent revolution against the British empire.

The 1776 US declaration of independence was a very significant historical document marking the success of a revolution. In it, the forefathers of United States Of America set forth their reasoning and ideals in seeking independence from imperial Britain.
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2. US declaration of independence
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In the 1776 US declaration of independence, it was declared that: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness."

Given the historical context, this was a very admirable aspiration, and we must interpret "all men" as including women, as it was customary in the English language in that age for its use to subsume both genders.

But it is quite clear that it does not include non-white men and women, as slavery was still a widely accepted practice in the country at that time.

Looking at the place names of many prominent areas and cities in USA, such as New England, New York, New Jersey, New Hampshire, Virginia, Plymouth, Boston, and Cambridge, all derived from their original place names in Britain, one can see how the new migrants from the other side of the Atlantic Ocean came to America and took all these places and more from the native American tribes, and gave them new names derived from their old country.

These new Americans had expelled and decimated the native Americans, then known as Indians, and declared themselves in their grandest Declaration Of Independence the new owners of the land now called USA.

One can only surmise what terrible tragedies had befallen the native Americans during that period, and how this cruel fate was visited upon them by the waves of white migrants from Europe in the process of building this new country.
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3. Righting The Wrong
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Even to this day, there has been no proper recognition from USA of the terrible injustice done to the native Americans in this process of new nation building.

Can this wrong ever be righted?

Of course not.

It is simply impossible to undo genocides and atrocities. But things can be done to alleviate the pain and the injustice if there is a will.

In slightly less than 200 years, USA has built itself into a powerful nation that has become the hegemon of the world.

But, have the American fully understood their history and their obligation to this land and to other peoples and nations of the world?

Probably not.

And why not?

Probably because they had been preoccupied with expanding their territories and their economy, and building their formidable military and hegemony to rule over the world.

Since then, the world has become a very dangerous place, with wars that had happened or ongoing in various parts of the world.

And USA had been and is still deeply involved in many of these wars either directly or through proxies, the latest of which are the bloody Russia-Ukraine war and the devastating Israel-Hamas war.

Why is this persistent belligerence of USA?
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4. US Politics And Wars
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In recent years, US politics has become highly confrontational and xenophobic, with the new slogans of "America First", and the rhetoric to confront and defeat autocracy, on different sides of the political divide.

And all these are happening in the midst of gaping social inequality, racial discrimination, economic turmoil, financial scandals, illegal migrants dilemma, and gun violence in America.

Against this backdrop, the dangers of further escalation of international confrontation and the outbreak of new wars are increasingly all the time.

With the current bipartisan anti-China consensus, there is every likelihood that the next big war will be precipitated by the military actions of USA in faraway Asia, against China over the Taiwan and the South China Sea issues.

As it is, the Biden administration has already built up a lattice network of informal and formal military alliances in the Indo-Pacific to contain China. This has included the Quad (Japan, Australia, USA and India), SQuad (Japan, Australia, USA and Philippines), JSU (Japan, South Korea and USA), and the AUKUS nuclear submarine deal (Australia, UK and USA).

It is now time for Americans to take a good look at their own country, its fraught relations with many countries of the world, and the prominent drift towards war.

Certainly, it is to be hoped that Americans will reconcile with their bloody history, and apply that knowledge to their dealings with other peoples and other nations. This is so very important to fulfilling their founding fathers', and mothers', ideals in nation building, and to fulfilling their vital role in helping to maintain world peace and achieve justice for all humankind.
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5. USA's Unwavering Support Of Israel's War
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But alarmingly, USA is now solidly as ironclad behind Israel in Israel's relentless war in Gaza against the unfortunate Palestinians.

Despite the endless bombardments and indiscriminate killings by the Israeli military, USA continues to supply all kinds of lethal weapons to Israel for its use in the war. USA's public statements calling for a ceasefire and Israeli restraint in the killing of Palestinian civilians did not seem to have any effect on Israel's ferocious prosecution of its war and its determination to win a total victory in this war.

Israeli government's stand is that it will never stop the war until victory. This is a strategy that dictates that the Hamas terrorism in Israel of 7 October 2023 must be avenged and punished by the total destruction of Hamas, whatever the cost to all the people who are involved on both sides of the war.

Hamas must be discovering to its disappointment that this most right-wing of Israeli governments cares more about killing Hamas off completely than getting their hostages back. Even the strong and persistent public demands within Israel for Israel to agree to a ceasefire for the return of the hostages do not seem to be of concern to the Israeli government, which is doing everything it can, openly and surreptitiously, to continue the war until "victory".

Is that a reasonable policy for the Israel government?

Can war go on forever?

Can victory be Israel's by its relentless prosecution of a brutal war and the killings?

Can peace be achieved by military might alone?

It would seem that by the Israeli government's logic, when the attacker is a weaker military force, the attacked country with a overwhelming military superiority must proceed immediately to eliminate the weaker force completely and permanently at any costs, and no matter what caused the attack to happen in the first place.

This is not the right of self-defense.

It is the right of the mighty over the weak.

This is similar to the US response to the 911 terrorist attack on USA in 2001, which led to the futile 20-years war of US invasion of Afghanistan, and which USA now recognized was a grave strategic mistake.

At 10 months since the Israel-Hamas war started, some 1,500 Israelis had been killed as opposed to almost 40,000 Palestinians killed (including combatants as well as a large number of their elderly, women and children), as a result of the relentless Israeli bombing and killings in Gaza.

This seems to be a new version of David against Goliath, but reversed, with the killing ratio of a horrendous figure of 30 to 1. That is equivalent to 30 Palestinians killed for every Israelis killed, in just 10 months.

When will this slaughter stop?

When will the indiscriminate attack, killing and destruction end?

When will the seizing of Palestinian land end?

When will Israelis realize that they are now creating a new Holocaust, this time perpetuated by the victims of WW2 atrocities, against the hapless Palestinians?
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6. US's Publicity Campaign
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USA's constant and oft-repeated public statement during the long and still continuing Israel-Hamas war keeps emphasizing that Israel has the right to defend itself, but it must also minimize the killing of civilians.

This statement is highly suspect because the first part of the statement is a clear message to its Jewish citizens that Israel can continue to pursue Hamas to kill them all off at whatever cost to the lives and properties of the Palestinian people, while the second part is an attempt to appease its Arab citizens and its Arab allies that USA is trying to limit the carnage and devastation in Gaza.

The first part may be working, but is the second part believable and adequate to its intended audience?

One would be tempted to say that this appears to be only meant for public relation purpose for the global audience, who are horrified by the bloody massacre taking place in Gaza.

One would also be prompted to ask: Do the Palestinians deserve the same rights as the Israelis? Do they have to live meekly and permanently under Israeli occupation and blockade? Do they not deserve the same unalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness?

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
HAS USA FALLEN
SHORT OF ITS
PROMISE?

Terry Nettle

"Life, Liberty And
Pursuit Of Happiness"
In Today's America





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





