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For every child who has ever been hurt by someone they trusted.

May you have the courage to tell the truth,
the wisdom to seek help when you need it,
and the grace to forgive without forgetting your worth.
With love,
Priscilla Tough
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Epigraph
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“You can be hurt and still choose not to hurt someone back.”

— A lesson from Grandma Ruth
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Welcome to Kids with Morals
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The Kids with Morals series follows a group of lovable children as they discover timeless Christian values through friendship, family, everyday adventures, difficult choices, nature, and the wisdom of God’s Word.

Each story invites young readers to explore virtues that can shape strong and compassionate hearts—faith, humility, patience, forgiveness, kindness, honesty, courage, gratitude, wisdom, and love.

These stories remind children that growing in character does not mean never making mistakes. It means learning to choose truth, wisdom, kindness, and faith one decision at a time.

Because strong character grows one choice at a time.
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Emma Forgives Her Friend
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The Friendship Garden[image: ]

Emma held her breath as she placed the final paper butterfly onto the tiny wooden bridge.

“There,” she whispered.

Then she stepped back. Her eyes widened with delight.

On the table before her stood a miniature garden made almost entirely by hand. There were bright paper flowers, tiny painted stones, little cardboard butterflies, green trees made from folded paper, and a small bridge crossing a blue ribbon river.

At the center stood Emma’s favorite flower. It was made from a beautiful piece of patterned paper that Grandma Ruth had saved especially for her.

Emma smiled. “Perfect.”

WOOF!

Emma spun around. Joy stood behind her, wagging his golden tail.

“No, Joy.”

Joy took one step forward.

Emma stretched both arms protectively across the table. “No.”

Joy sat down. His tail continued thumping against the floor.

Thump. Thump. Thump.

Emma narrowed her eyes. “I know that face. You are thinking about trouble.”[image: ]

Joy tilted his head and opened his mouth in what looked very much like a smile.

Just then, Grace entered the room.

“Emma, are you talking to Joy again?”

“Yes.”

“Does he answer?”

Emma looked at the puppy. “Mostly with bad decisions.”

Grace laughed.

Soon Caleb and Noah came in too.

Caleb leaned over the table. “Wow.”

Noah studied the tiny bridge. “You made all this?”

Emma nodded proudly. “For the children’s celebration at church.”

Grace pointed toward the miniature figures. “What are those?”

“Friends,” Emma explained. “They are helping one another.”

Caleb grinned. “Is one of them me?”

Emma pointed to a tiny cardboard figure near a tree. “That one.”

Caleb frowned. “Why am I carrying a watering can?”

“Because you learned patience in Grandma Ruth’s garden.”

Noah laughed.

Caleb folded his arms. “I was hoping for a sword.”

“In a friendship garden?”

“A very friendly sword.”

Everyone burst into laughter.

Lily Comes to Visit[image: ]

That afternoon, Emma’s friend Lily arrived. She wore a mint-green dress and lavender sneakers. Her neat shoulder-length twists were tied partly back with a lavender ribbon.

The moment she saw the Friendship Garden, she gasped. “Emma! This is beautiful!”

Emma beamed. “I’ve been working on it for days.”

Lily pointed to the center. “That flower is my favorite.”

“Mine too,” Emma said. “Grandma Ruth gave me the paper.”

Lily leaned closer and noticed that one little butterfly near the bridge was crooked.

“I think this butterfly is falling,” she said.

From the next room, Grandma Ruth called, “Emma, dear! Could you come here for a moment?”

“Coming!”

Emma turned to Lily. “I’ll be right back. Please don’t touch the garden. Some pieces are still delicate.”

Lily nodded. “All right.”

Emma hurried away.[image: ]

For a few moments, Lily stood quietly. Then she looked at the crooked butterfly.

“It just needs a tiny fix,” she whispered.

She reached toward it. Her fingers brushed the butterfly. It moved farther sideways.

“Oh no.”[image: ]

Lily reached again. Her sleeve caught the edge of the little bridge. The bridge lifted.

Lily gasped and tried to catch it. Her elbow struck a small cup of blue paint.

The cup tipped.

“No!”

Everything seemed to happen at once. The paint spilled. The bridge fell. The display slid toward the edge of the table.

Lily grabbed for it—

CRASH!

The Friendship Garden hit the floor.

For one terrible second, Lily could not move.

The little bridge was broken. Several flowers were crushed. A cardboard butterfly lay in blue paint. And the special flower Grandma Ruth had helped Emma make was torn.

Lily covered her mouth.

“What have I done?”

A Frightened Lie[image: ]

Footsteps approached. Emma was coming back.

Lily’s heart pounded. She looked at the broken garden, then at the door, then at Joy, who had just wandered into the room.

Emma entered.

She stopped.

Her face changed.

“My garden.”

Lily said nothing.

Emma rushed forward and dropped to her knees. “No. No, no, no.”

She picked up the broken bridge. Then she saw the torn flower.

Her eyes filled with tears. “My special flower.”

Joy sniffed near the spilled paint.

Emma looked at him. “Joy?”

Lily’s stomach twisted.

She knew what she should say. She should tell the truth.

Instead, fear spoke first.

“I—I think maybe Joy bumped the table.”

Emma stared at the puppy.

Joy sat down. His tail stopped wagging.

“Oh, Joy,” Emma whispered.

Lily looked away.

The Truth Feels Heavy[image: ]

The rest of the afternoon did not feel right.

Emma carefully gathered the broken pieces. Grace helped wipe up the paint. Noah placed the damaged flowers into a small box






























The Hurt That Followed Emma

























The Chance to Get Even


























The Heavy Stone[image: ]






































Emma’s Honest Prayer[image: ]




















The Choice[image: ]



































A Garden Repaired[image: ]
























The Celebration[image: ]
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