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This book, being my
fiftieth book (by God’s grace and for His glory), is dedicated to
all the evangelists on earth, whom God has raised to share the
gospel of His grace regarding His Son, and to whom God says very
emphatically through the apostle Paul at 2 Timothy 4:1,2:

“I solemnly charge you
in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach
the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with great patience and instruction.”
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INTRODUCTION

 In quite a few of my books I have had an Addendum
addition at the back of each book which reads as follows, “In
Addendum A is a brief outline of the four ages of time.” And all
along, the thought remained that at some point in time a book
should be written to explain ‘why’ God has divided time into four
ages, and not just state that there are four ages to time. My
conviction that God has divided time into four ages was definitely
not an arbitrary decision on my part, but was based on what God
first taught His servant regarding His resurrection program in
August of 2003, and also based on a study of the word “ages” in
God’s word that was done in October of 2003. And now God has given
His servant the go ahead to write this book to set forth that truth
of God having divided time into four ages.

What should be
mentioned here is that for the first twenty-three years of my life
as a child of God, starting when God saved me on January 14, 1980,
I held to the belief that God had divided time into seven ages,
which was a belief that was not based on my own personal study, but
rather only on what I had been taught in the local church that I
was attending, and also based on my reading of other authors, who
were mentioning this. However, after God taught me regarding His
resurrection program in time (which we will also look at in this
book) and after I had completed the study on the word “ages,” it
became very clear that God has indeed divided time into only four
ages. I trust that by the time one has finished reading the book,
that everyone will also be convinced of that fact.

At the back of
the book there is an Addenda with three sections. In Addendum A, we
have a detailed look at God’s new creation in time, which is vital
information to have relating to this book. Then in Addendum B, we
have a brief look at God’s election unto salvation during the four
ages of time under the title, “Chosen of God for a purpose;” and
then in Addendum C, we have a presentation of the gospel, not only
because the author is an evangelist, but because of the absolute
importance and necessity of one having a personal relationship with
God before leaving this earthly life, for only those who personally
know God in salvation will be spending eternity with Him in Heaven!
Therefore, one may want to begin with the Addenda before getting
into Chapter 1.

What should
also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, since we are
all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years
of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in
Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of a
couple of large utilities, God called His servant as a
non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out
over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place
of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been and is
still serving Him as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author
is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a
family of their own.

Please note the
two websites listed below, which have been established for the
purpose of interacting with readers and for gospel ministry:

http://www.pilgrimpathwaypublications.com

http://servantofmosthigh.com

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to your every need in your life, as only God can!
To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now
and forevermore! Amen.







CHAPTER
ONE

Preliminary thoughts towards arriving at
a determination that God has divided time into four ages

A complex
subject

The first
comment that we can make as we begin is that this is a complex
subject, meaning that there are many facets to consider before we
can arrive at the point of establishing a clear proof that God has
indeed divided time into four ages. For instance, we must
understand some fundamental concepts, such as time itself, what God
means by the ‘first resurrection,’ and also other terms and words
we often encounter in God’s word, such as ‘old (first) and new
(second) covenants,’ ‘age,’ ‘ages,’ ‘eternity,’ and ‘forever,’
which all impact our determination of the ages of time.

The fact of
God speaking of “ages” in the Bible

And we can
discern with certainty that God does indeed have “ages” in view in
His word, in terms of there being more than one, if we look for a
moment at a verse such as 1 Corinthians 10:11, where we read, “Now
these things happened to them as an example, and they were written
for our instruction, upon whom THE ENDS OF THE AGES have come.” It
Is clear from what God says at verse 11 here that He has more than
one age in mind regarding time. We will not get into the fact at
this point that God is here contrasting the people of the nation of
Israel at some time in the past in the word “them” to those “upon
whom the ends of the ages have come,” which in reference to the
believers of the present age. We will simply focus on the fact of
God having more than one age in view, when He views time in His
word.

Another verse
which should be noted is Matthew 24:3, where we read, “As He (The
Lord Jesus Christ) was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these
things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the
end of the age?" There are at least two things clear from this
verse, the one being that since God’s Son was now on earth in human
flesh, then the mention of His “coming” to earth again meant that
He would at some point in the future be doing so a second time!

And then
secondly, especially relating to our present subject directly, we
see that “the end of the age” is spoken of here as being ‘when’
God’s Son would be returning to earth again. What this means then
is that the age in which God’s Son came to earth the first time
will not be completed until God’s Son comes to earth a second time!
This again is just an example to show the type of thinking,
analysis, and deduction that needs to be carefully undertaken in
order to arrive at the determination of God having divided time
into four ages!

A brief
definition of the word “age” in this book

Before we
venture too far, we should also note that the word “age” found in
the Bible, and which will also be the focus for the content of this
book, refers to ‘a set period of time, the duration of which is
known only to God, and which He has established for accomplishing
certain purposes of His.’ What this means then is that all other
references to the word “age” encountered in the Bible, such as when
God speaks of a person’s chronological age, will have no importance
for us in this book. Only what relates to a time period established
by God will be of concern to us.







CHAPTER
TWO

A brief discussion of time itself, as to
when it starts and when it will end

God speaks of
time as being between an eternity past and an eternity future

To begin our
brief discussion of the word ‘time,’ we should note that God, in
His word, speaks of ‘time’ as being between ‘an eternity past’ and
‘an eternity future.’ Let us take for example what God says at Jude
1:24,25, where we read, “[24] Now to Him who is able to keep you
from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory
blameless with great joy, [25] to the only God our Savior, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority,
BEFORE ALL TIME AND NOW AND FOREVER. Amen.”

The “before all
time” here refers to before time started to be marked by God, which
was eternity past. Then the word “now” refers to time itself that
we are presently moving forward in since time itself started. And
then the word “forever,” speaks of eternity future, after God stops
marking time again. And although the word “forever” here is
literally ‘to all the ages,’ it nevertheless does denote eternity,
which is how all translations have viewed it (although a couple
have left it as the literal reading).

Let us note
another example, which now includes God Himself, as we see for
instance at Psalm 90:1,2, where we read, “[1] Lord, You have been
our dwelling place in all generations. [2] Before the mountains
were born or You gave birth to the earth and the world, even FROM
EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING, YOU ARE GOD.” So what we see God making
known through Moses here (whom God here used as a human vessel to
write this down for mankind) is that in eternity past, God existed,
and will exist in eternity future, after God stops marking time
again, which not only means that God exists through time in which
Moses lived to write this down for us, but also means that God is
an eternal Being, Who has no beginning or end!

A brief
discussion of ‘when’ time started and ‘when’ time will stop
again

One truth that
we should all be clear on is that time began with God’s original
creation, as we see at Genesis 1:1, when God there said, “IN THE
BEGINNING God created the heavens and the earth.” So when God says
here, “In the beginning…” He is speaking about the beginning of His
creative action on the one hand, in terms of bringing into
existence all that is part of His original creation; and on the
other hand that word “beginning” also refers to the start of the
marking of time at that moment of the original creation, which
would mean that just before this moment, all we had was eternity
past with no marking of time!

And ‘how’ God
went about marking time at the beginning, when the original
creation of the heavens and this present earth took place, is then
seen from what God discloses from Genesis 1:14, also adding verse
15 for context, “[14] Then God said, "Let there be lights in the
expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and LET
THEM BE FOR SIGNS AND FOR SEASONS AND FOR DAYS AND YEARS; [15] and
let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light
on the earth"; and it was so.”

It is clear
from what God says here at verse 14 that the “lights in the expanse
of the heavens” are what God used to not only separate “the day
from the night,” but also to mark time, which He speaks of when He
uses the terms “seasons and for days and years.” And it is also
clear from verse 15 that those “lights in the expanse of the
heavens” that God brought about at the original creation were not
only for the purpose of marking time, but also giving light on the
earth!

Then in order
to see what God means by the “lights in the expanse of the
heavens,” that God actually used to mark time by, we need to
further note what God goes on to say at Genesis 1:16, “God made the
two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the
lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also.” It
should be obvious to the reader that in saying “the greater light
to govern the day,” God is speaking here of the sun. And when God
then goes on to speak of “the lesser light to govern the night,”
God is now speaking of the moon. And this now relates to time in
that we know from scientific calculations that one day of
twenty-four hours is the amount of time it takes for the moon to go
around the earth; while it takes the earth one year of 365 days to
go around the sun!

So what we need
to observe here is that since time started with the use of the sun
and the moon that God created to be associated with this present
earth at original creation, then this would mean that time will end
when God does away with this original creation, which includes the
sun and the moon associated with it! And when God removes the means
of marking time, that is, the sun and the moon, then that means
that God will have reverted back to eternity again!

And so, to see
the end of time and the beginning of eternity again, we need to go
to the end of the Bible, after God has finished all He purposed to
do within time, noting now what we read at Revelation 21:1, “Then I
saw a new heaven and a new earth; FOR THE FIRST HEAVEN AND THE
FIRST EARTH PASSED AWAY, and there is no longer any sea.” What this
means then is that when God says here that a day is coming when He
will create a “new heaven and a new earth,” because this original
creation with this present earth and its associated heaven – which
by the way includes the sun and the moon by which God measured time
– will be no more!

As to what
occurs to this present earth and heaven, which includes the sun,
moon by which time is marked, we only need to note what God tells
us at 2 Peter 3:7, where we read, “But by His word the present
heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of
judgment and destruction of ungodly men.” In other words, after the
final judgment of God that we see take place at Revelation
20:11-15, all the unbelievers of time will be cast by God in the
lake of fire, which is hell.

This fire here,
which will at that time cover this whole earth, will come from
below this present earth, where the fire of God’s wrath has been
burning since the first sin occurred in God’s original creation –
which occurred through a created angelic being, who became known as
Satan, the devil (noting Revelation 12:9) – which is why God says
at Matthew 25:41, “Then He (God’s Son) will also say to those on
His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones (speaking of all
unbelievers of time), into the eternal fire which has been prepared
for the devil and his angels...”

Then as to what
the new earth and new heaven of Revelation 21:1 is for, God also
tells us that at 2 Peter 3:13, where we read, “But according to His
promise we (the believers of time) are looking for new heavens and
a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.” In other words, the
new earth and new heaven is where all the believers of time will be
dwelling with God for all eternity to come, which God discloses to
us if we continue reading at Revelation 21:3, “And I heard a loud
voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is
among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His
people, and God Himself will be among them…”

So before we
conclude this chapter, we should be aware that where believers of
time will spend eternity is with God on a new earth and heaven that
God will create, where THERE WILL NOT BE ANY TIME, AS THERE WILL
NOT BE ANY SUN OR MOON BY WHICH TO MARK TIME, AS THERE WAS AT THE
ORIGINAL CREATION OF THIS PRESENT EARTH AND HEAVEN! So relating to
our present subject, what this means then is that it is between
eternity past and eternity future that the ages of time take place.
And that would also mean –, which is important to remember as we go
on – is that we would expect the first age to be at the beginning
of time and the last age to be at the end of time! And so now, the
task before us is to determine what those ages are between eternity
past and eternity future, and also as to when does each age start
and when each age ends.







CHAPTER
THREE

Grasping the importance of God’s
resurrection program in time as a help in determining what the ages
of time are

This chapter
will be the most important of this book for it will form the basis
for the author’s conviction that there are indeed four ages in
time. And here we will look at God’s resurrection program, relating
to believers of time, where we will show that God has FOUR STAGES
to His resurrection program, where in each stage God resurrects ALL
believers of that time period at the END OF EACH STAGE, which
therefore forms the basis for God’s servant believing that GOD HAS
INDEED DIVIDED TIME INTO FOUR AGES to match each of these four
stages!

Grasping the
fact that God indeed has a resurrection program in time, which
begins with His Son

To begin with,
let us notice that God indeed has a resurrection program in time,
which, as can be expected, begins with His precious Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ, noting here what God’s Son told His disciples at
Matthew 17:9,22,23 while on earth at His first coming from Heaven
to earth, “[9] As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus
commanded them, saying, "Tell the vision to no one until the Son of
Man has RISEN FROM THE DEAD… [22] And while they were gathering
together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of Man is going
to be delivered into the hands of men; [23] and they will kill Him,
and HE WILL BE RAISED ON THE THIRD DAY." And they were deeply
grieved.”

This same truth
can also be seen from God’s gospel message that He has made known
to us regarding His own dear Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. where God
attests to this in a concise statement at 1 Corinthians 15:3,4,
where we read, “[3] For I delivered to you as of first importance
what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, [4] and that He was buried, and that HE WAS RAISED
ON THE THIRD DAY according to the Scriptures…” So what God means by
a ‘resurrection,’ which He here makes known by what happened to His
own Son is that after He died at the cross, He was buried, and then
the third day, God The Father raised Him from the dead, so that He
was now alive. Then forty days later, as we see from Acts 1:1-11,
God’s Son ascended to Heaven again, back to where He was before His
first coming to earth, which is at The Father’s right Hand, as
where He still is today.

Grasping the
fact that God’s resurrection program also includes both believers
and unbelievers

What should
also be noticed is that Gods’ resurrection program in time also
includes both believers and unbelievers! This is clear from God’s
word, noting first of all what God tells us at John 5:28,29, “[28]
Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are
in the tombs will hear His voice, [29] and will come forth; those
who did the good deeds to A RESURRECTION OF LIFE (believers), those
who committed the evil deeds to A RESURRECTION OF JUDGMENT
(unbelievers),” and secondly, also seen from what God tells us at
Acts 24:15, adding verse 14 for context, “[14] But this I admit to
you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve
the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance
with the Law and that is written in the Prophets; [15] having a
hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that THERE SHALL
CERTAINLY BE A RESURRECTION OF BOTH THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE
WICKED.”

Looking now at
God’s key passage where He makes known the four stages of His
resurrection program in time

We are now at
the place where we can look at God’s key passage of His word, where
He makes known the four stages of His resurrection program in time,
which is at 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, where we read, “[20] But now
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who
are asleep. [21] For since by a man came death, by a man also came
the resurrection of the dead. [22] For as in Adam all die, so also
in Christ all will be made alive. [23] But each in his own order:
Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His
coming, [24] then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to
the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all
authority and power. [25] For He must reign until He has put all
His enemies under His feet. [26] The last enemy that will be
abolished is death.”

What we will
now do is go through this passage in detail and point out each
stage of God’s resurrection program in time as we go along. And so,
at verse 20 to 22 here, God begins by first making it clear that
because His Son has been raised from the dead, then all believers
of time will most assuredly also be raised from the dead! It is
only starting at verse 23 that God begins to point out the four
stages of His resurrection program in time.

So God begins
at verse 20 here by telling us, as the believers of the present
age, that His Son “has been raised from the dead” already, as what
has been noted above, so that for us in the present age, this is an
event which has taken place in the past. Then God continues and
says that His Son’s resurrection from the dead took place as “the
first fruits of those who are asleep,” meaning as the first of the
harvest of precious souls that is coming from believers of time,
who would also have died as His Son has, but who will in the future
experience a resurrection from the dead also, same as His Son did,
since God’s Son is only “the first fruits” to God of the harvest to
come!

Then at verse
21, God goes on and says that “since by a man came death,” in
reference here to Adam at the beginning of time, since the
consequence of Adam’s sin was death, which then spread to the whole
of the human race, since Adam is the first man and the one from
whom the whole of the human race is descended, noting what God
tells us about the sin of Adam and its resulting consequence of
death at Romans 5:12, “Therefore, just as through one man (Adam)
sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death
spread to all men, because all sinned.”

And what God
means by “all sinned” here is that the whole human race, like Adam,
is born into this world innocent, but at the age of accountability,
which is the age known only to God when a young child first learns
right from wrong and chooses the wrong, therefore personally
sinning against God and becoming personally accountable to God for
that sin. It is “because all sinned” that no parents ever have to
teach their children how to sin, for that comes naturally from
one’s sinful nature that one has now incurred!

And then coming
back to 1 Corinthians 15:21 above, we then note that after saying
that “since by a man (Adam) came death,” as we have just discussed
above, God goes on and now adds, “by a man (God’s Son) also came
the resurrection from the dead,” with God specifically pointing out
here that one of the principal reasons for His Son coming from
Heaven to earth at His first coming was to undo the devil’s
work.

In other words,
as we see at Genesis 3, it was the devil, who is there seen as the
serpent, who led Adam and Eve into sin, which, as we have seen
above, resulted in the human race not only becoming sinners at the
age of accountability, but also all subject to death as a result of
sinning against God! So God sent His Son, born of a virgin (Matthew
1:18-25; Hebrews 10:5), Who after being born into this world in the
innocence of Adam, carried out His Father’s will in sinless
perfection for thirty-three and a half years before dying on the
cross as the penalty due for the sins of the human race, then being
buried before being raised from the dead the third day, and then
ascending to His Father’s side forty days later, where He still is
today.

What this means
then is that in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, dying for the sins
of the human race at the cross, God has a basis for forgiving sin
when a sinner believes that Christ’s death was to pay the penalty
of one’s sins committed against God since the age of
accountability. And then in God’s Son being raised from the dead
the third day, then God has a basis for giving eternal life to
every sinner who believes that God’s Son has been raised from the
dead and is now alive forevermore, since it is through His Son that
God grants that eternal life!

So we see then
that God undoes the devil’s work of bringing sin and death to the
human race by bringing the forgiveness of sins and eternal life to
every sinner who believes the good news (the gospel, noting 1
Corinthians 15:1-4) that God has made known regarding His Son, The
Lord Jesus Christ. And not only that, but since God’s Son was
raised from the dead, and He is the “first fruits,” then that means
that every believer of time will likewise be raised from the dead
also before time ends!

This is exactly
what God brings into focus for us at verse 22, especially in the
second part, when He there says, “For as in Adam all die, so also
in Christ all will be made alive,” speaking here of all believers
of time, who experience a physical death in time, they too will
experience a resurrection from the dead, just like His Son did,
just by virtue of now being believers through having believed in
God’s Son to receive from God the forgiveness of sins and His
eternal life!

And before we
go on to look at 1 Corinthians 15:23, where God starts to make
known the four stages of His resurrection program in time, there
are three very important truths that we need to grasp here from
what we have just seen from verses 20 to 22. The first truth is
that once God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, was raised from the
dead, and then entered Heaven, He was no longer subject to physical
death, which means the same is also true for all believers of all
ages of time! And the critical truth to see here is that God’s Son
was now THE FIRSTBORN OF A NEW CREATION OF GOD, which further means
that every believer who also experiences God’s resurrection from
the dead is also part of that new creation of God! So what would be
beneficial, and what is now highly recommended, is for the reader
to turn to Addendum A at the back of the book and read, “God’s new
creation in time,” before resuming here in the book.

Then the second
important truth that we need to be aware here, before we look at
verse 23, is that God’s resurrection program that God will now
disclose for us, in relation to believers of time, is what God
refers to as THE FIRST RESURRECTION in His word, So let us notice
what God says about that first resurrection at Revelation 20:6,
BLESSED AND HOLY IS THE ONE WHO HAS A PART IN THE FIRST
RESURRECTION; over these the second death has no power, but they
will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a
thousand years.”

What should be
obvious here from God’s use of the words “blessed” and “holy” is
that God only has believers in view as those who partake of that
“first resurrection.” And what this further means then is that the
four stages of God’s resurrection program that we will now be
looking at beginning at 1 Corinthians 15:23 are what constitutes
the first resurrection! In other words, when all the believers of
the four ages of time have all been resurrected from the dead, of
those that will have died physically, then God’s first resurrection
will be complete!

The third very
important truth that we need to grasp here relates to the statement
at verse 22 that “in Christ all will be made alive,” which is the
fact that, as we will see, the term “made alive” refers not just to
believers who have died physically, and are now resurrected from
the dead, but also includes those believers who may still be alive
physically, who now undergo a TRANSLATION into new spiritual bodies
without going through physical death at all. So for them, the “made
alive,” which is one word in the original Greek, refers to one
going from living physical life in a human body temporarily to
going on to live a spiritual life in a new spiritual body, which is
now forever! This is also an important truth for us to remember as
we go on.

And so, in now
coming to 1 Corinthians 15:23 from our passage quoted above, we see
that God here states, adding verse 22 again for context, “[22] For
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. [23]
But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that
those who are Christ's at His coming…” So we see that after saying
at the end of verse 22 that “in Christ all will be made alive,”
regarding all believers of time who will have died physically and
those still alive physically, He then goes on at verse 23 to point
out that there is an “order” to God’s resurrection program that God
regards as the first resurrection. In other words, it is to be done
in an orderly arrangement, which we would be justified in
identifying as ‘STAGES’ here. What this means then is that God’s
order or first stage of His resurrection program relating to the
believers of time God identifies as, “Christ the first fruits.”

But what is
critical to see here is that at verse 20, when God was specifically
focusing on His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, He there said, “But now
Christ has been raised from the dead, THE FIRST FRUITS of those who
are asleep,” where we saw that there God meant that His Son was the
first or principal part of a harvest that would later follow and
include all the believers of time. However, here at verse 23, since
God is speaking at the end of verse 22 of “all will be made alive,”
in reference to all the believers of time being raised from the
dead or translated, with His then going on to give the orderly
arrangement or stages of that resurrection relating to the
believers of time, God now says, “Christ the first fruits,” where
it should be clear that the word “first fruits” – which is one word
in the original Greek, that being “Aparche” – now refers to
BELIEVERS, and not just to God’s Son alone!

What this means
then is that the words “first fruits” here come from two Hebrew
words in the Old Testament, that being “Reshith,” meaning ‘the
beginning, choice, chief, or principal part,’ while the other is
“Bikkurim, which means ‘the earliest ripe of the crop.’ Both Hebrew
words are found in what God says at Exodus 23:19a, where we read,
“You shall bring the choice (Reshith) first fruits (Bikkurim) of
your soil into the house of the Lord your God.”

So what this
means for our present purpose here then is that at 1 Corinthians
15:23, when God says, “Christ the first fruits,” God is indicating
by that statement, based on what has just been said above, that at
the time that God’s Son was resurrected from the dead ALL the
believers of an earlier time were also raised from the dead at that
time! And if we look at Matthew 27:52,53 in God’s word, for
instance, this is exactly what we are told by God did occur, adding
verses 50,51 for context, “[50] And Jesus cried out again with a
loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. [51] And behold, the veil of
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook
and the rocks were split. [52] The tombs were opened, and many
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; [53] and
coming out of the tombs AFTER HIS RESURRECTION they entered the
holy city and appeared to many.”

What God is
telling us here at verses 50,51 to begin with then is that at the
moment that God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, died at the cross,
the veil in the temple in Jerusalem was torn in two, that is, the
veil between the two compartments of the temple, that being the
holy place from the Holy of holies, which veil spoke of the body of
God’s Son (noting Hebrews 9:2-5 with Hebrews 10:19,20) was now
removed, indicating that believers would henceforth have direct
access to God The Father through His Son, Who had now gone to
Heaven in God’s Presence to minister on behalf of believers (noting
Hebrews 7:24-27; 8:1,2; 9:24).

Then at verses
52,53, we see that what took place “after His resurrection,” that
is, after God’s Son had been resurrected from the dead by His
Father three days later, the tombs were then opened – indicating
here that wherever it was on earth that these believers had died,
whom God calls “saints” here – they were now raised from the dead
and entered the city of Jerusalem in Israel and appeared to many,
who would themselves have been believers. And please note that God
says here that they “appeared to many,” in order to indicate to us
that they were now visible, even though in a new spiritual body to
last forever. So just as God’s Son was raised from the dead with a
body that was now spiritual but still visible, so too with
believers, when raised from the dead by God, they too now have
spiritual bodies that will last forever, in terms of never subject
to death again, but which are to be seen as visible!

There is
another passage which we need to make mention of here, which also
speaks of these same believers from the past here in view at verses
52,53, who are the “first fruits” of verse 23, which is to now note
what God tells us at Ephesians 4:8-10, where we read – and please
note that the “He” throughout is a reference to God’s Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ at the time of His death, burial, resurrection from
the dead, and ascension back to Heaven again; while the brackets at
verses 9,10 are part of the Bible text – “[8] Therefore it says,
"WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES, and
He gave gifts to men." [9] (Now this expression, "He ascended,"
what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower
parts of the earth? [10] He who descended is Himself also He who
ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all
things.)”

So, what God is
making known at verse 8 here is that when His Son ascended back to
Heaven again, forty days after His resurrection from the dead
(noting Acts 1:1-3) “He led captive a host of captives,” in
reference to the believers of a previous age, who had died
physically, now freed from death forever in resurrection from the
dead and now ascending to Heaven with God’s Son, The Lord Jesus
Christ, in His ascension! In other words, just like a conqueror in
war has his spoils, so too with God’s Son, His death, burial, and
resurrection from the dead secured for the believers of a past age
freedom from bondage to death forever! And so, we see again here
that these being led to Heaven by God’s Son at the time of His
ascension forty days after His resurrection are the “first fruits”
of 1 Corinthians 15:23, which is the first stage of God’s
resurrection program!

If we then
continue at 1 Corinthians 15:23, we note that after saying in the
first part of the verse, “But each in his own order: Christ the
first fruits,” God then goes on and says, “AFTER THAT those who are
Christ’s AT HIS COMING.” In other words, the next stage then in
God’s resurrection program, relating to the believers of time, is
“at His coming.” And since we know for sure that the first stage of
God’s resurrection program took place at the time of the death,
burial, resurrection from the dead and ascension back to Heaven
again of His dear Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, which was at HIS
FIRST COMING from Heaven to earth, this therefore means that what
God has in view here when He says “at His coming” is the SECOND
COMING from Heaven to earth of God’s Son!

We said earlier
in the book that determining that God has divided time into four
ages was a complex subject, simply because it involves a great
number of God’s truth to be apprehended! And here we will see that
exemplified further in that now it is critical for us to grasp that
the second coming of God’s Son from Heaven to earth actually takes
place in TWO STAGES! In other words, God speaks of His Son
returning to earth again in the future not once, but twice, which
we will see to be seven years apart!

So to begin
with here, let us note some passages of God’s word where God speaks
of the FIRST STAGE OF THE SECOND COMING of His Son, The Lord Jesus
Christ, from Heaven to earth, noting what we read at 1
Thessalonians 4:13-18, with some notes added in brackets as a help,
“[13] But we do not want you (believers) to be uninformed,
brethren, about those (believers) who are asleep (have died
physically), so that you will not grieve as do the rest
(unbelievers) who have no hope (because they do not know God). [14]
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will
bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus (that is, when
He comes again, He will bring with Him the soul and spirit of these
believers who died as believers). [15] For this we say to you by
the word of the Lord, that WE WHO ARE ALIVE UNTIL THE COMING OF THE
LORD, will not precede those who have fallen asleep (that is, will
not be translated before those who have died as believers are
raised from the dead). [16] For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven (but remain in the clouds above, as we see at verse 17) with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of
God, and THE DEAD IN CHRIST WILL RISE FIRST. [17] THEN WE WHO ARE
ALIVE AND REMAIN WILL BE CAUGHT UP TOGETHER WITH THEM IN THE CLOUDS
TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR, and so we shall always be with the
Lord (from that point onward). [18] Therefore comfort one another
with these words.”

And so, we see
here that at the FIRST STAGE OF THE SECOND COMING OF GOD’S SON FROM
HEAVEN TO EARTH, the believers of the age that God has here in view
will be “made alive,” in that God’s Son will descend from Heaven in
the clouds and remain just above the earth, then He will call forth
all the believers, both those whose bodies are still in the graves
on earth and whose souls and spirits are now returning with Him,
along with all the believers that are still alive, as these will
never see physical death; in that all of these will now have their
bodies transformed into spiritual bodies to last forever (noting 1
Corinthians 15:42-44), all having their sinful nature removed from
the soul and now being brought into God’s Presence forever!

Then we see
that at 2 Thessalonians 2:1, God again speaks of that FIRST STAGE
of His Son’s SECOND COMING, where we read, “Now we request you,
brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and
our gathering together to Him…” The “gathering together with Him”
here is at “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,” is the same event
that we have just seen mentioned above at 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17,
which is THE FIRST STAGE OF THE SECOND COMING of God’s Son from
Heaven to earth!

As we continue,
let us now note where God speaks of the SECOND STAGE OF THE SECOND
COMING of His Son from Heaven to earth, which is now to be seen as
being approximately seven years later, with God’s Son now coming
directly to the earth, and not just in the clouds above the earth,
as at the first stage of His second coming. And so, let us start by
looking at Matthew 24:1-3, where we read, “[1] Jesus came out from
the temple and was going away when His disciples came up to point
out the temple buildings to Him. [2] And He said to them, "Do you
not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here
will be left upon another, which will not be torn down." [3] As He
was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him
privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things happen, and
what will be the sign of YOUR COMING, and OF THE END OF THE
AGE?"

What needs to
be observed from this passage is that this conversation between
God’s Son and His disciples was taking place during the FIRST
COMING from Heaven to earth of God’s Son. And here we have His
disciples ask two questions, the first relating to “when” that
“coming” would be; and the second relating to “what” will be the
“sign” that will accompany that second coming, which we are told
will then bring that age they were then in to an end.

What is
critical to see here then is that THE AGE IN WHICH GOD’S SON HAD
HIS FIRST COMING FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH WILL NOT END UNTIL THE SECOND
STAGE OF THE SECOND COMING OF GOD’S SON TAKES PLACE! What this
means then is that whatever age God’s Son was in when on earth at
His first coming, He will still be in the same age at the second
stage of His second coming from Heaven to earth! And what this
further means is that in relation to us living on earth now, we
have the first coming of God’s Son from Heaven to earth about 2000
years ago and the second stage of His second coming at some point
in time yet future from our own day!

Then we are to
note that in answer to the question of “when” that second coming
would be, which as mentioned will be the ‘second stage’ of it, we
are to note from what God’s Son goes on to say from Matthew 24:4-28
that until the coming of God’s Son, there will be a time of
“tribulation” (verse 9) and then a time of “great tribulation,”
with all that is being said here being in the context of the nation
of Israel. In other words, we are to observe that throughout here,
the nation of Israel is in view. Not only were they on the temple
mount in Jerusalem in Israel when this conversation of verses
24:1-3 took place, but God’s Son Himself had come to earth as born
of a virgin of the nation of Israel (Matthew 1:1-25 with Romans
9:3-5) and his disciples were all of the nation of Israel! So what
we can say about the age that has both the first coming and the
second stage of the second coming of God’s Son from Heaven to earth
is that it has the nation of Israel as its central focus!

Then what is
then very important to observe is that God’s Son also answers the
disciples second question here, relating to “what will be the sign
of your coming and of the end of the age” at verse 3, noting now
what God’s Son tells the disciples at Matthew 24:29-31, “[29] BUT
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TRIBULATION OF THOSE DAYS the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will
fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
[30] And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky,
and THEN ALL THE TRIBES (that is, all the people) OF THE EARTH will
mourn, and they WILL SEE THE SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE
SKY WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY. [31] And He will send forth His
angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect
from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.”

What is
important to realize here is that this second stage of the second
coming of God’s Son from Heaven to earth now takes place with God’s
Son returning directly to the EARTH, and not just in the clouds
above the earth, as was the case with the first stage of His second
coming! This fact is made clear from what God tells us at Luke 24,
Acts 1, and Zechariah 14. So let us note first what God tells us at
Luke 24:50,51, “[50] And He led them out as far as BETHANY, and He
lifted up His hands and blessed them. [51] While He was blessing
them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven.” We are
to note that since “Bethany” was a village about two miles east
from Jerusalem (noting John 11:18), and since Bethany was on the
eastern slope of Mount Olivet, then that is where God’s Son
actually ascended from back to Heaven at the time of His first
coming from Heaven to earth.

This is
actually confirmed to us from what we read from Acts 1:9-12, where
we have the same ascension from earth to Heaven of God’s Son, but
now with a little more detail, [9] And after He (God’s Son) had
said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and
a cloud received Him out of their sight. [10] And as they were
gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in
white clothing (that is, two unfallen angels in male human form)
stood beside them. [11] They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, WILL COME IN JUST THE SAME WAY AS YOU HAVE WATCHED
HIM GO INTO HEAVEN. [12] Then they returned TO JERUSALEM FROM THE
MOUNT CALLED OLIVET, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's
journey away.”

Then from
Zechariah 14:4, we see that God had prophesied that when His Son
returned to earth from Heaven, which is again at the second stage
of His second coming, then it will be on Mount Olivet, just east of
Jerusalem, which is the exact spot that we see from Acts 1:11,12
that God’s Son ascended from at the time of His first coming and
now is coming back to at the time of the second stage of His second
coming! So let us read what God tells us at Zechariah 14:4, “In
that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in
front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be
split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so
that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other
half toward the south.” The “Mount of Olives” mentioned here is the
“Mount Olivet” of Acts 11:12 above.

So it is clear
from the passages we have looked at here, relating to the second
coming of God’s Son from Heaven to earth at some time in the
future, that the first and second stages of that second coming are
two separate events, not only based on the fact that the one is
said to be in the clouds above the earth, while the other is
directly to the earth, but also by the SIGNS that accompany both
stages of that second coming. For instance, at 1 Thessalonians
4:16, which is during the first stage of the second coming of God’s
Son, we read, “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first;” while at Matthew 24:29,
which is at the second stage of the second coming of God’s Son, we
now read of totally different events taking place as signs of that
coming, “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the
stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be
shaken.”

And so, what
this means then relating to 1 Corinthians 15:23 and the stages of
God’s resurrection program in time relating to all believers is
that the first stage of the second coming of God’s Son from Heaven
to earth is the SECOND STAGE of God’s resurrection program, while
the second stage of the second coming from Heaven to earth of God’s
Son is the THIRD STAGE of God’s resurrection program in time. So
let us keep that in mind as we now return to our passage at 1
Corinthians 15:20-26 that we have been looking at here.

Then at 1
Corinthians 15:24-26, we see that God then introduces the fourth
stage, which is the last stage of His resurrection program relating
to believers of time, when He there says (which we repeat here
again to refresh our memories), “[24] THEN COMES THE END, when He
hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished
all rule and all authority and power. [25] For He must reign until
He has put all His enemies under His feet. [26] THE LAST ENEMY TO
BE ABOLISHED IS DEATH.”

So let us note
that “the end” that God has in view at verse 24 here is the end of
time, which therefore means that this is indeed the last stage of
God’s resurrection program relating to the believers of time. And
the key thought for our present purpose of looking at the fourth
stage here is what we see at verse 26, when God talks of abolishing
death, which is just before time comes to an end. And based on what
we have already noted, the question here is: How does God go about
abolishing death? If you said to yourself, “Through a
resurrection,” then that would be entirely correct, for that is
what God has in view here.

And so, since
death is abolished by God resurrecting from the dead all believers
and unbelievers alike before time ends (recalling what we said
earlier when looking at John 5:28,29 and Acts 24:14,15), this then
is what we see occurring in this fourth stage of God’s resurrection
program, in that God first resurrects all the believers on earth
before the end of time, and then God has the resurrection from the
dead of all the unbelievers of time take place all at once,
immediately after and also before time ends. So whereas the
resurrection from the dead of believers in time takes place in four
stages, as we are showing in this chapter, nevertheless, the
resurrection of ALL unbelievers of time takes place ALL AT ONCE at
the end of time, which is at the last judgment of time!

As to the
fourth stage of God’s resurrection program relating to believers of
time, we are to note that God gives us a fairly detailed look at
that fourth stage at 1 Corinthians 15:50-57, where we read, again
adding notes in brackets as a help, “[50] Now I say this, brethren,
that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God (that is, no
one can enter Heaven with the physical body of this earthly realm);
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. [51] Behold, I
tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep (that is, not all
believers will die physically), but we will all be changed (whether
one has died physically or whether one is still alive when this
fourth stage of God’s resurrection program comes, all believers
alike will inherit a spiritual body to now enter God’s Presence),
[52] in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet;
for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed (going from the physical body
of this realm to the spiritual body of God’s realm, where all is
spiritual). [53] For this perishable must put on the imperishable,
and this mortal must put on immortality. [54] But when this
perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will
have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is
written, "Death is swallowed up in victory. [55] O death, where is
your victory? O death, where is your sting?" [56] The sting of
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; [57] but thanks be
to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

So what we see
God saying here is that during this fourth stage of God’s
resurrection program relating to believers of time, the believers
that are yet alive and those that have died at that time will be
changed by God in an instant, thereby receiving a spiritual body to
enter God’s Presence in Heaven, simply because that is a spiritual
place (noting again 1 Corinthians 15:42-44). What this means then
is that when that occurs, then physical death relating to the
believers of time will be no more, as now God will have changed
from physical bodies of earth into spiritual bodies for Heaven
every believer of time, whether one had died or one was still alive
when that occurred. And so to summarize here: By the time we reach
the end of time, God’s first resurrection will have been completed
by God, in that He will have completed the four stages of His
resurrection program relating to believers of time, which are in
view in that first resurrection, plus all believers of time will
now have a new spiritual body to last forever in God’s
Presence!

And as God
points out at verse 57 above, God’s resurrection program relating
to the believers of time is only possible due to what God’s Son has
done on behalf of a sinful human race, which, as earlier indicated,
was secured through His death to pay the penalty due the sins of
mankind, His burial to put those sins away from God’s sight
forever, and then Himself being raised from the dead the third day
by God His Father so as to be alive forevermore, for it is through
His Son, as alive forevermore, by The Holy Spirit, that God gives
eternal life to those who believe in His Son for salvation, which
then secures for each one a part in God’s first resurrection in
time that we have been looking at!

Then as to the
resurrection of UNBELIEVERS of time, we are now to see that this
takes place at the last judgment of God, which God mentions at
Revelation 20:11-15, when ALL UNBELIEVERS OF TIME, WHO WILL HAVE
ALL DIED PHYSICALLY BY THIS POINT, BAR NONE (noting Hebrews 9:27),
WILL NOW ALL BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD BY GOD, as we there read,
again adding notes in brackets as a help, “[11] Then I saw a great
white throne and Him (God The Father in His Son) who sat upon it,
from whose presence earth and heaven
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