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A Note From The Author
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You will notice that in this book there are no "end notes" at the end of the chapter or the end of the book. This is because it is very troublesome for a reader to look up a note which may have some important information that will go unread, or may only be "Ibid." It is especially difficult to have end notes with an ebook; therefore, the print and ebook editions of this book have been formatted exactly the same, with notes within the text. For book references, I often only provide the author's last name and the title, which may be shortened. The full reference can be found by looking in the Bibliography. 

I use the Modern English Version (MEV) as the main scripture text because it does not have any verses removed or shortened like other modern translations, but I do use other versions when they are better in a particular passage. Sometimes it takes reading a verse in several translations to see clearly what it actually says in the original Greek or Hebrew. Also, all underlining or other emphasis in this book is my own, and is never found in the original quotes. Now a word about quotes. Because of the misuse of source material in other books, from science to religion, some people will suspect that I have taken passages out of context or that I have misrepresented what someone or a prophecy actually says, so I include the actual quotes so you can read them for yourself, at least most of the time. Where necessary, I cite references and tell you where I get information and interpretation; other than that, you can assume that the interpretation is my own. Even when I quote others, I often will make observations related to the quote which are not found in the original information. 

And it is important that you read the quotes to get the most out of this book; I assume that you will read the Scripture passages, but more importantly, there may come a time when your Bible has been taken from you, so I include most of the verses I reference. 

Other Books by the Author:

Two Raptures: A New Interpretation of Bible Prophecy

The Fall of Babylon the Great and The Final Antichrist

The Return of Christ and The Three Days of Darkness

Satan’s False Prophets Exposed

Editing God: Textual Criticism and Modern Bibles Analyzed

The Last Great Spiritual Conflict: A Vision and Two Prophecies
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Introduction
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There is no actual teaching concerning angels in the Bible, except that we should not worship them (Colossians 2:18); but we can learn a lot about angels from what is recorded in the Bible. But why stop there? Angels have continued their work right up to the present day; therefore, this book will examine the appearances of angels from Genesis through today in an effort to learn not only a correct doctrine of angels, but also what exactly guardian angels do or don’t do; how, why, etc. 

In this book, I will examine a vast amount of evidence about angels in an effort to learn as much about them as possible. I also expose the stories of fallen angels who have appeared, pretending to be good angels. And I do the same with Near-Death-Experiences (NDEs); some are from God, some are from a being of light that I show is actually Satan, the “Shining One.”

People tend to like books that do not challenge their ideas and opinions, but that agree with, or at least confirm their beliefs. Books about angels are no different. Authors normally do not include information that contradicts widely held beliefs about angels. Some angel books hold a New Age point of view; others are theologically Catholic or Protestant. 

This book takes a non-denominational point of view; in that, it includes a little theology, some general teaching, and angel stories from an independent-thinker point of view. So this book does more than just include lots of angel stories; I also provide my own analysis to determine if it is a real, believable story, or if it could be an appearance of a fallen angel. For example, there is a commonly held belief that “The Angel of the Lord” in the Old Testament is the Pre-incarnate Jesus, but I have a chapter that proves it is NOT. 

Sometimes the stories in this book support Catholic doctrine, other times Protestant, and other times neither. I consider myself knowledgeable and wise enough to be able to recognize truth from error, so I include theological information and commentary on the angel stories that are believable to me personally, based on my decades of Bible study and having a God-given insight and ability to figure things out, which I have had from a young age (except perhaps during my puberty years). This book is not intended to be an encyclopedia of angelic information, but merely adds to our knowledge of the subject and improves upon it.

The last chapter examines Near- Death-Experiences (NDEs). This is a topic of growing importance because so many people have had them, and many do not show heaven or hell but support a New Age afterlife. I discuss this and provide a biblically based, solid answer with new insights.

And so, this book is only for those who are open-minded truth seekers. If you believe that people who are not members of your denomination are going to hell, then this book is NOT for you. If you believe that the only truth that exists is found inside the Bible, and none is found in other books such as Enoch, Tobit, etc., then this book is not for you. If you believe the Earth is flat, this book is not for you! Don’t buy a book you know you will not like just so you can give it a 1-star rating. That is fraud.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1: Angels: The Early Years
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Angelology . . . is not a doctrine which we are justified in ignoring. (Rev. John Balcom Shaw, D.D.) (Fowler, Our Angel Friends, page 64)



Angels are found in the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation. The word “angel” means messenger, but they are much more than that. They also carry out God’s judgment, engage in war against earthly armies, and perform seen and unseen acts here on earth to carry out God’s desires for humanity, and bring about answers to our prayers.

Biblical evidence indicates that angels existed before the physical universe. According to the book of Hebrews, humankind was “made a little lower than the angels” (2:7). This passage suggests that humanity was created after the angels, as does Job 38:4–7, which says that when God created the physical universe, “the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” The morning stars and the sons of God are believed to be angels. This means that angels were the first of God’s created beings, and this is likely why they are referred to as “sons of God.”

The ancient Greeks, such as Plato, Socrates, and Aristotle believed in angels. Socrates claimed to have one that “forbade the philosopher from doing certain things and encouraged him to undertake others” (Lewis, Angels A to Z, page 115). You may ask, why God would send a guardian angel to assist a pagan; one who did not believe in the true God? You have to see the big picture; he wrote many things that have been a great benefit to the entire world, including those who believe in Yahweh (Jehovah). Perhaps God wanted those things written, and he knew Socrates was the best person to write them. 

This is an example of how angels help God and humanity; they don’t merely deliver messages to humans, as seen in the Bible, but they also help shape history. Angels help God in all that he does, and has ever done. Angels do not merely help administer the world and human affairs in this present age; they also helped God during the creation process. If a rib was literally taken from Adam and used to create Eve, then it was angels who did it.

Genesis 1:26 says that humans were made in the likeness of God. But what does that mean?

Dr. Michael Heiser said:


The plurals in Genesis 1:26 mean that, in some way, we share something with them [the angels] when it comes to bearing God’s image. (The Unseen Realm, page 41)


Does God have two eyes, two ears, a nose, and a mouth? Do we look like God or the angels? The Bible does say that we are made in the image of God, yet virtually all people who study this subject believe that God and the angels have no physical features at all like humans, because they are spirits, sometimes literally appearing as orbs of light with no features. They believe that angels merely take on the shape and appearance of humans when they appear on Earth, including being male or female. The Eastern Orthodox Church even frequently refers to angels as the “bodiless ones.” 

At one time I disagreed, but I have changed my mind and now agree. I believe that in their original state, they are more likely to be just balls of light. There are actually reports of people saying that an angel appeared to them, but it was just a ball of light. But they most often appear in human form, because they can take on any bodily form or shape they desire. And appearing to humans in human form is what makes us the most comfortable. 

I believe human spirits also have no shape before we are born. When people have died and gone to heaven and returned, or just been out of their bodies, they report that they have the same appearance as their physical bodies; so it seems that once a human spirit is born into a physical body, it permanently takes on that shape, even when no longer in that body. And the Apostle Paul said that when we get to heaven, we will be known as we are known on Earth (1 Cor. 13:12). 

Because the existence of angels has been deeply embedded in the history of humanity, knowledge of angels likely goes back as far as the origins of civilization. It appears that other nations also believed in angel-like beings. A. C. Gaebelein, in What the Bible Says About Angels, said:


The mythologies of nearly all the ancient nations speak of such brings. Babylonian mythology pictured them as gods who conveyed messages from gods to men. Roman and Greek mythology had its genii, semi-gods, fauns, nymphs and naiads, who visited the earth. . . . Egypt and Eastern nations believed in such supernatural, unseen creatures. The belief is well-nigh universal. Mythologies are the faint and distorted echoes of a common primeval knowledge possessed by the race. If such beings of a higher rank than man did not exist we would not find them in the traditional beliefs of the nations of old. (p. 14)


Of course, there is no clear proof that these other beings in ancient cultures and religions were angels. Just because there is a similarity, it may not mean a common origin. It is understandable that if an ancient people were to see angels, they would worship them as gods and develop myths around them.

In Assyria, the Lamassu were female gods with wings, or were they angels (?), while their male counterparts were called Shedu (King, Enuma Elish: The Seven Tablets of Creation). 
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If this is merely a goddess, why does it have wings? (Lamma, Goddess, Iraq, 2000-1800 BC, bronze, baked clay-Oriental Institute Museum, University of Chicago, Wikimedia.org.)

BELIEF IN ANGELS ALSO existed in the Zoroastrian religion of Persia, which still has some followers. There are three classes of angelic beings in Zoroastrianism: Amesha Spentas (literally means “Beneficient Immortals”), Yazatas (Guardian Angels), and Fravashis (Angels). 


Zoroastrians pick a patron angel for their protection, and throughout their lives are careful to observe prayers dedicated to that angel. (http://www.avesta.org/angels.html)
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THE WORD “ANGEL(S)” appears almost 300 times in the Bible, with 15 times in the book of Genesis. But angels are actually referenced more times than that, sometimes called “sons of God,” or Cherubim, or Seraphim, or just “men,” as in Gen. 18.

It appears that the first recorded account of an angel saving someone is found in Genesis 16, when Abraham’s servant flees into the desert and an angel appears to tell her that she should return to Abraham. If she had stayed in the desert, she would either have died or been forced to marry some shepherd or Bedouin just to survive. Then, only two chapters later, two angels warn Lot and his family to leave town before the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Abraham’s grandson, Jacob’s, first encounter with angels was when he had a dream of a ladder with angels descending and ascending (Genesis 28:12). Angels do not need to use a ladder, but dreams are symbolic and need interpretation. This is a message from God to Jacob and us, telling us that angels are coming to earth and back to heaven on a continual basis. 

An angel of God appeared to Abraham, Jacob, and Moses, and an angel went before the Hebrews through the desert in the form of a pillar of fire. The Bible does not directly tell us that while Moses was on Mt. Sinai, there were many thousands of angels, but the psalmist tells us about it:


The chariots of God are twice ten thousand, even thousands of thousands; the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place. (Psalm 68:17)


In Exodus, God tells Moses that he is going to send an angel to protect and guide the Hebrews into the Promised Land:


“Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared. Pay careful attention to him and obey his voice; do not rebel against him, for he will not pardon your transgression, for my name is in him.” (2:20-21)


God also told the Hebrews that he would send his angel to help them drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, and Hittites. This means that angels were fighting with the Hebrews in their battles, which allowed them to be victorious. Later, an angel appeared to Gideon and commissioned him to wage war (Judges 6). Then an angel appeared to a barren woman to tell her she would have a child named Samson. Sometime later, an angel appeared to Elijah several times to give him instructions and food.

When Hezekiah was king, the Assyrians had surrounded Jerusalem, and God sent an angel to kill 185,000 of the troops in one night (1 Chronicles 21:15). But before that happened, the Assyrians had successfully attacked and killed many Jews in the surrounding region; Jerusalem being the last city not yet conquered. So why did God wait so long before delivering the people? We can only surmise that they had not yet humbled themselves before God and begged his mercy, the way King Hezekiah finally did. 

The book of Daniel tells us that angels appeared to Daniel several times to tell him about the future of Israel. Then some jealous, hateful men conspired against Daniel because he was a godly, praying man, and had him thrown into a pit of hungry lions. But God sent an angel to shut the mouths of those lions, and he was totally unharmed after spending all night in the pit with them. 

During one appearance, the angel said to Daniel, “in the first year of Darius the Mede, I stood up to encourage and to strengthen him” [Darius] (11:1) (Jubilee Bible 2000). God was with this pagan king because God wanted Darius to win the war against Babylon. In this way, God delivered the Jews from Babylonian captivity. Angels also appeared to Ezekiel, Isaiah, and many others, no doubt.

Since the word “angel” means “messenger,” every time you see the word “angel” in the Bible, you should actually read “messenger.” Rabbi Mordecai Finley of Bel Air, California is quoted as saying:


“The Hebrew word for angel, ‘malakh,’ comes from ‘malakha,’ which means ‘toil,’ or ‘work.’ And a malakh, an angel, really means an agent of God, a worker for God, and emissary of God, as it were, or a messenger.” (In Search of Angels, David Connelly, page 138).


There was no detailed teaching about angels in the Law of Moses; the Israelites learned about them through experience. Angels appeared so often that they entered the common knowledge and language of the Hebrew people, as can be seen in these references:


And Achish answered and said to David, I know that you are good in my sight, like an angel of God. (1 Samuel 29:9)

For as an angel of God, so is my lord the king, to see what is good and bad. (2 Samuel 14:17)


In 1 Kings 13:18, an old prophet lied to a young prophet and said, “An angel spoke to me by Yahweh’s word, saying” that the young prophet should return to the old prophet’s home to eat and stay the night. He lied, but it shows how common and believable it was for angels to appear and give messages, or they would not have made such casual references to them. 

God did not allow graven images to represent Him, yet he did allow images of angels, and even commanded it. When the Hebrews built their Temple, Cherubim were depicted on the walls of the Temple in Jerusalem (2 Chron. 3), and two were on the Ark of the Covenant. 
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(One representation of the Ark of the Covenant, Creative Commons license.)

BUT WHAT IS TRULY SHOCKING, is that two giant Cherubim stood inside the Most Holy Place; also called the Holy of Holies in the Temple, that were 10 cubits tall (2 Chron. 3:10-13) with wings stretched out. Each wing was 5 cubits, which means the wings were likely attached at the center of the back, not the side, or the 4 wings and Cherubim would have been longer than the room, which was 20 cubits. 

(Some translations say they were carved of wood and overlaid with gold, while others say they were made of cast metal and overlaid with gold; this is because the meanings of the original Hebrew words in this passage are not fully understood.) 

Some people want to claim that Cherubim were winged lions, which is absurd; there is no reference to winged lions in the Bible or in any other Jewish writing that I know of. And none has ever appeared to anyone to do or say anything! But there are references to Cherubim guarding the way to the Tree of Life with flaming swords. Should we believe that a winged lion could wield a sword?! No, the Bible is not The Chronicles of Narnia.

Because winged lions have long bodies and are not upright like humans, they would have taken up most of the entire Holy of Holies! Therefore, the evidence indicates that they were winged angels. One of the reasons for believing they were winged lions, is the known ancient sculptures in Assyria, which depict winged lions with human heads, and have a similar name: 


In Assyrian, they are called kirubu. In Hebrew, they are called Kerub. In Akkadian, karibu/kuribu means, “protecting spirit” or “divine spirit.” The same can be said for the Assyrian kirubu and the Hebrew kerub. (www.ancient-origins.net, Flaming Swords and Winged Beasts: What Were These Ancient Creatures? The Origins of Cherubim – Part II, by Cam Rea)
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HUMANS TEND TO TURN reality into myths, and so with stories of winged angels appearing and disappearing, it is not a surprise that humans made them into winged lions with human faces. But they are not described as such in the Bible or by any known eyewitness report throughout history. Creatures that do not exist would not be represented in the Temple in Jerusalem.

The Bible gives us progressive revelation from Genesis through Revelation, and so we learn more about angels the farther along we get in the Bible and on through to today. Even though the Bible does not describe the appearance of Michael or Gabriel, we know that many of them have wings because they were seen on the Temple walls and in the Holy of Holies with wings. Therefore, it is a totally false claim that angels were never believed to have wings until the time of Constantine, as some writers and documentaries have said. And Psalm 18:10 and Isaiah 6:2 say that angels have wings and fly! And because some of them do have wings, it is highly likely that there were times when an angel appeared that it had wings, even though it is not stated to have wings in the Bible. Because the Bible never describes one.

In the book of 2 Enoch, he describes how he was asleep when two angels showed up with a message from God that he would be going to heaven with them, and to tell his family about it before he leaves. He described those angels as having wings:


And there appeared to me two very large men, so big that I never saw such on earth. Their faces were shining like the sun, their eyes were like a burning light, and from their lips fire was coming out. They were singing. Their clothing was of various kinds in appearance and was purple. Their wings were brighter than gold, and their hands whiter than snow. (1:6)


But why would they ever appear with wings? Spirit-beings do not need wings to fly; so why the wings? Just as they use spiritual swords and ride spiritual horses, they could certainly also have wings. It seems that there are similarities between the physical and spiritual dimensions that we cannot currently explain. For example, there is spiritual grass, flowers, and trees in Paradise and heaven, and even a massive wall around the great city where everyone lives in heaven (many sources, including Flight to Heaven, Dale Black, page 105). 

Some researchers believe that Cherubim are a different form of angel from the messengers who appear to humans, or of a different rank. Because we now have literally thousands of eyewitnesses to angels, we have many reports of angels with and without wings. Many people who have also died, gone to heaven, and returned report seeing angels as we see them here on earth with human features; some with and without wings. 

According to Roland Buck, that is in fact true. He reported in Angels on Assignment back in 1979 that there are four types of angels; only the worship angels have wings, and Lucifer was an archangel of the worship angels. Another group lives permanently here on earth because they minister full-time to humanity. He also said there are the warring angels, of which Michael is the archangel. And Gabriel is the archangel of the messenger angels who deliver messages from God.

Angels appeared frequently in the Old Testament, and they continued their work between the Testaments. In 2 Maccabees 3, we learn how a traitor went and told the Greek King Seleucus about all the wealth in the Temple treasury, so he ordered Heliodorus to confiscate it. After Heliodorus arrived in Jerusalem, the people and the priests called upon God to save the offerings that were made to him there. When Heliodorus was attempting to confiscate the gold and silver, a mighty warrior wearing gold armor on a horse “adorned with beautiful trappings” suddenly appeared, then rushed at him and struck him. Then two warriors, 


“young men notable in their strength, and beautiful in their glory, and splendid in their apparel, who stood by him on either side, and scourged him unceasingly, inflicting on him many sore stripes” (3:26). 


Heliodorus was picked up off the ground by his men, put in a litter, and carried away, near death. The people were afraid that the King would think that they attacked and killed Heliodorus, so the High Priest made a sacrifice to God and asked him to spare his life:


While the high priest was making an atonement, the same young men appeared again to Heliodorus dressed in the same clothing, and they stood and said, “Be very grateful to the high priest Onias, since for his sake the Lord has granted you your life. 34 And see that you, who have been flogged by heaven, report to all people the majestic power of God.” Having said this they vanished. (3:33-34) (NRSV)


Clearly, these were angels who came in answer to the prayers of the people. Again in the war of the Maccabees, the Jewish General Judas Maccabeus called upon God before a major battle. He prayed:


“O Lord, you sent your angel in the time of King Hezekiah of Judea, and he killed fully one hundred eighty-five thousand in the camp of Sennacherib. 23 So now, O Sovereign of the heavens, send a good angel to spread terror and trembling before us. 24 By the might of your arm may these blasphemers who come against your holy people be struck down.” (2 Mac. 15:22-24) (NRSV)


God answered that prayer when 6,000 Jewish men defeated an army of 10s of thousands. 


When the battle became fierce, there appeared to the enemy from heaven five resplendent men on horses with golden bridles, and they were leading the Jews. Two of them took Maccabeus between them, and shielding him with their own armor and weapons, they kept him from being wounded. They showered arrows and thunderbolts on the enemy, so that, confused and blinded, they were thrown into disorder and cut to pieces. Twenty thousand five hundred were slaughtered, besides six hundred cavalry. (2 Maccabees 10:29-31) (NRSV)


In the Old Testament, angels often appeared even though they were not specifically called upon for help, but the above example shows that God does send angelic help when requested, and genuinely needed. The New Testament also contains clear evidence that angels come to our aid when requested. Jesus said, “Do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will at once give Me more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew 26:53). But Jesus did not call for them, and he was murdered.

In spite of two giant angels standing in the Most Holy Place, and all of the angels that were said to have appeared during the centuries of the Old Testament, and between the Testaments, by the time of Jesus, the Sadducees did not believe in angels! It is sad the way humans can develop such unbelief while ignoring large amounts of evidence that should actually cause belief. But that is just human nature. Perhaps the reason the angels announced the birth of Christ to simple shepherds rather than religious authorities was because the shepherds were able to believe the message, whereas the authorities were not.

We still have these modern-day Sadducees within Christianity today who refuse to believe in the appearance of angels, the working of miracles, and even NDEs by Christians. A book was published in 1843 titled, Modern Miracles Condemned by Reason and Scripture. In this little book, the author spoke against those who claimed to have seen visions and dreams. One person was in a state of near death; upon recovery, she claimed to have seen angels and heaven and knew about individuals who had died, which was proven correct once word reached the community about those who had just died; yet people refused to believe it. The author appears to have made up his mind even before examining the evidence:


All such publications as the Entranced Female assume that this system of revealed truth [the Bible] is incomplete, and that its deficiency, both as to matter and mode of communication, requires to be supplied by supplementary and improved revelations! (page 18)


Isn’t that always the argument? We have the Bible, therefore, God no longer communicates with his people or performs miracles for them, or anything! The Entranced Female is not New Revelation, it merely shows that God did not go to sleep once the Bible was written! He has continued working the same way among his people as he always has.

There is Nothing New about it! As will be shown, God never stopped interacting with his people, even after the Bible was written. Unbelieving churches eventually become compromised with worldliness and lukewarmness, or they become very legalistic with every jot and tittle explained in such detail that any variation from their view is called heresy.

But not everyone is so closed-minded. Even back in 1875, Charles D. Bell had a wise and insightful opinion on the subject:


The Bible lays open to us a universe peopled with spirits intermediate between God and man. If it assigns no time to their creation; if it makes no distinct revelation of their nature, their attributes, their number, their character, yet is it explicit on the point of their existence, and their gracious ministry. Again and again they appear in the Old and New Testaments as “God's messengers;” His “ministers;” as “spirits;” and as “flames of fire;” “the holy ones;” “watchers;” and “the hosts,” or “armies of God.” They encamp about the righteous, comfort the sorrowful, fight for the good, oppose the wicked, smite the ungodly, and perform the Redeemer's behests of grace and love on behalf of His purchased people.

Nor have they ever withdrawn from this world. The services they once undertook on behalf of God's children they still perform. We shall do well to realize this truth, and welcome heartily, and suitably reverence (not idolatrously worship) these our angelic friends. (Angelic Beings: Their Nature and Ministry, page 175-176)



	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 2: Angels in The New Testament and Beyond
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We reject the Bible when we reject angels, for they are woven into the very warp and woof of the revered pages. (Alfred Fowler) (Fowler, Our Angel Friends, page 198)



Even though Gabriel and Michael are both mentioned in the Old Testament, the word “archangel” does not appear until 1 Thessalonians, and again in Jude. There is no way to know just when the term began use, or how it became known that the rank of archangel even exists. It is highly probable that many appearances of angels were never written down.

Gabriel appeared to Zachariah in Luke 1 to tell him that his wife was going to have a son who became John the Baptist; then Gabriel appeared again to Mary to inform her that she would give birth to Jesus. Angels appeared to shepherds to announce the birth of Jesus; an angel appeared in a dream to Joseph and told him to flee to Egypt. Angels even ministered to Jesus after he was tempted by Satan in the desert and on the Mount of Transfiguration. An angel rolled away the stone that covered the tomb of Christ and then announced that he had risen to Mary and Martha. And an angel spoke to the Apostles when Jesus was taken up into the clouds, and told them He will return in the same manner. 

Even after the Holy Spirit was poured out, angels continued all their activities. An angel told Cornelius to send for Peter, and in Acts 8, Philip was having a revival when an angel told him to travel south, where he met with an Ethiopian, whom Philip converted and baptized; then the man took the gospel back to Ethiopia. I suspect, that some times when we believe that God spoke to us, it was really an angel. They can also put thoughts into our minds to do this or that or look into this or that subject, without actually using words in sentence form. The more we pray for guidance from God, the more we will receive it. 


Augustine accepted the theology of St. Paul; but he could not break away from his sins. He withdrew to his garden, reclined under a fig-tree, and gave vent to bitter tears. He wrestled with the angel, and his deliverance was at hand. It was under the fig-tree of his garden that he fancied he heard the voice of an angel chanting and often repeating, “Tolle, lege; tolle, lege”—“Take up and read; take up and read!” He opened the Scriptures, and his eyes alighted on the text in Romans 13:13. His conversion was accomplished. (John Lord) (Fowler, Our Angel Friends, page 104)


In Acts 12:7, an angel appeared to Peter, released him of his shackles, and led him out of prison. In this, and other similar accounts found in history, the prison doors opened by the will of the angel. But when something like an automobile needs to be lifted, it does not just rise up or levitate, angels literally lift up the vehicle (see later in this book). 

Later in Acts 16:25-26, Paul and Silas were shackled in prison when an earthquake hit, and the chains of all the prisoners were loosed. I do not believe that a normal earthquake can cause shackles to become unlocked, which means it was no doubt brought about by an unseen angel. 

In Acts 27, Paul was on his way to Rome by ship when they were caught in a storm and were in danger of sinking. An angel appeared to Paul and told him that everyone on the ship would be saved if they stayed with the ship. Paul, no doubt, had been praying hard for the safety of the ship and those on board. 

And in the book of Revelation, angels are seen bringing about God’s judgments upon the world. Therefore, it is clear that the coming of the Holy Spirit has not replaced the work of the angels. And certainly not the Bible. How can written words replace the actual intervention that angels bring? They cannot! It was likely Paul who said about angels, “Are they not all ministering spirits, being sent forth to minister to those who are about to inherit salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14) (AFV). Do people still need miracle interventions today? Yes!

These are not all of the angelic interventions and appearances in the Bible, just most of them. There were so many appearances of angels within the early church, (which were not written down), that a false teaching arose that resulted in people worshiping angels, which Paul spoke against in Colossians 2:18. It seems many of the Jews in former centuries also developed an adoration of angels (from Tobit, 12:15; Philo, in lib. de Somn.; Josephus, War. lib. 2, cap. 8, sec. 7); which is understandable considering the extent to which angels were doing God’s work. 

There is an actual term for the worship of angels, called angelolatry. The Council of Nicaea in A.D. 325 declared belief in angels an official part of Church dogma, which apparently caused an outbreak of angelolatry, so the Synod of Laodicea in 343 condemned the worship of angels as idolatry. Many churches today have gone to the other extreme and act as if angels are now asleep. 

The Apostle Paul frequently made reference to angels, such as in this passage:


I command you in the sight of God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the chosen angels, that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing by partiality. (1 Timothy 5:21)


So, it appears that angels were very important to some of the Jews, and certainly to all of the early Christians. But most “modern” Jews do not believe in angels, even the Orthodox Jews. It is “only the most traditional sects, such as the Hasidim,” that believe in literal angels (Lewis, Angels A-Z, page 237).

As you have likely been able to conclude from the material thus far, the idea of guardian angels comes to us from the Bible. Not only because of what actually took place, but also from what is written in Psalm 91:


Because you have made Yahweh your refuge, and the Most High your dwelling place, no evil shall happen to you, neither shall any plague come near your dwelling. For he will put his angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways. (9-12) (WEB)


Barnes Notes on the Bible says the word “charge” means that God will “command” angels to come to our aid. The passage is best understood as saying that if you put your trust in God, he will not allow evil to attack you, by sending angels when needed. It does not mean you have an angel walking by your side all day, every day! It also means you will not receive any judgment from God. The passage in question is merely a general promise of what can happen if we pray for angelic protection, not what will absolutely happen to all Christians in all circumstances. Where was Stephen’s guardian angel? He was stoned to death and became the first Christian martyr.

The New Age Movement takes that same verse, and a few others, and teaches that we all have several guardian angels. Jane Howard claims she can see her guardian angel sitting beside her as she drives a car. Really? Since God AND ANGELS know the future, why would an angel need to waste years to literally be right beside someone who is not in any actual danger? Should there be a time of danger for you, the angel can travel hundreds, perhaps thousands, of miles in a split second to come to your aid. So there is no need for one to literally be by your side 24/7; it is nonsense. She also claims to commune with angels daily, and teaches other people to engage in the same New Age wizardry:


“I run workshops worldwide, and I do personal readings for people – one-on-one, or by mail or phone. During that reading I introduce people to their own guardian angel, allowing them to experience the sensation of the presence of the angel and of receiving messages for themselves.” (In Search of Angels, David Connolly, page 146)


This, of course, is a totally false teaching, and the spirits these people interact with are not angels, but “familiar spirits,” or even demons.

Eileen Freeman, author of Touched by Angels, was one of the people responsible for a modern resurgence in belief in angels. It is almost a Christian-based book, which I do not recommend, but she did say some good things in it: 


Some people think they can use angels for mediumistic purposes to contact the dead or give them lucky numbers for the week to come. (I strongly doubt that anyone who is reading this book is in this category.) The only angels such people will “conjure” are fallen spirits, the absolute zeros on the love scale; and it is far better to have nothing to do with them under any circumstances. (page 146-147)


And in another place, she said of angels:


They don’t want people to gather in a circle and spend an hour exclusively trying to communicate with any of them, to focus on them alone, as though they were ends in themselves. (Ibid., page 189)


The best evidence tells me that not only must we trust in God on a day-to-day basis, but we should specifically pray for angelic protection should the need arise. By doing so, we increase the likelihood of receiving angelic help, but it is not guaranteed. 

One reason many people have a wrong view of guardian angels is because of what Jesus said in Matthew 18:10:


See that you don’t despise one of these little ones, for I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. (WEB)


Notice that it says the little children’s angels were in heaven. They are not here on Earth sitting by each child to protect them from all harm, as many people dreamily like to believe. There is no more information to use on this subject than this one passage, and since the angels are not said to guard or protect them in any way, we can only guess that perhaps each child has an angel in heaven to watch and report on how the child is doing in all its various areas of growth, and perhaps even as it goes into adulthood and chooses a path in life. No one can really say for sure, but it does NOT prove that every child or human has a guardian angel!

A theology of angels gradually developed within the early Church concerning their mission, different categories of angels, their nature, etc., but it was and still is largely speculation. Dionysius wrote that there were nine orders of angels subdivided into three groups:


* Seraphim, Cherubim, and Thrones.

* Dominions, Virtues, and Powers.

* Principalities, Archangels, and angels.


This, of course, is wrong because Seraphim and Cherubim are clearly angels, as are archangels. But Dominions, Virtues, Powers, and Principalities, no one knows for sure, we can only speculate that they might be offices, functions, and territories over which they have authority.
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Chapter 3: The Angel of the Lord
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The termination “el” of their names (angel) implies power, strength, and is synonymous with that by which we call the Almighty, God. (M) (Fowler, Our Angel Friends, page 124)



In the Old Testament, the term “the angel of the Lord” appears many times, which of course refers to an angel of Yahweh. But because of the word “the” before “angel,” Christian theologians expect us to believe that this does not refer to an ordinary angel but to the pre-incarnate Messiah, the Son of God. But this is a mistaken viewpoint.

We know that “angel” means messenger because, many times when an angel showed up, he came with a message from God. There was a time when, if a king wanted to send a message to another king, the first king would send a man to travel to that other country and personally deliver the message. He was, of course, referred to as the messenger of the king. There were other uses of the term messenger:


Prideaux observes, that the minister of the Synagogue, who officiated in offering the public prayers, being the mouth of the congregation, delegated them as their representative, messenger or angel to address God in prayer for them, was in Hebrew named Sheliack-Zibbor, that is, the angel of the church; and that from hence the chief of the ministers of the seven churches in Asia, in the apocalypse are, by a title borrowed from the Synagogue, called the angels of the churches. (Clayton, Angelology, page 114)


I will translate the above into normal language: A man would stand up and give a public prayer to God on behalf of the entire congregation. Since this person delivered a message, or prayer, to God, he was called the messenger of the synagogue. Jesus made use of this and called the pastors of the Seven Churches of Asia in the book of Revelation, messengers of the churches. But the word “angel” is not translated into “messenger” in Revelation, as the use of the word should indicate; so our English translations, and likely others as well, have Jesus saying, “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write” (2:1). 

But long before there were messengers of synagogues, and messengers of the churches, there were also messengers of God to the Hebrew nation. The Bible uses the phrase, “the angel of the Lord.” It literally says, “the messenger of Yahweh” (Jehovah). Therefore, to say “the angel of the Lord,” is like saying “the messenger of God,” rather than the messenger of the king; or the messenger of some other god worshiped by the surrounding nations.

The belief in angels existed from the earliest times, and so this belief likely also existed among surrounding people and in connection to their gods. Dr. Michael Heiser says:


In the ancient Near East, the term shedu was neutral; it could speak of a good or malevolent spirit being. These Akkadian figures were often cast as guardians or protective entities. (The Unseen Realm, page 33)


In another place, Dr. Heiser said
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