


	
	









From the moment I first played poker with Phil I knew that I was witnessing something special. It wasnt long after that he became the youngest player ever to win the World Series of Poker.


Doyle Texas Dolly Brunson,
poker legend and nine-time World Champion of Poker
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For my parents, Lynn and Phil, who helped me believe I could do anything and who supported me even after they freaked out over my newfound occupation.


To Grandma Aggie, who loved a good game of cards.


In memory of one of my best friends, Andy Glazer.
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The Universe Conspired to Help


The man had a dream
He knew what he wanted, it seems


Once he was sure in his heart this was it
He vowed someday that he would achieve it


He wasnt quite ready to do his thing
But he felt fairly certain what the
future would bring


When one day the time was right
When he was ready to fight the good fight


He conquered all his excuses and set forth
To take the risk-fraught first step
without any remorse


Once he took the first step down the line
The universe conspired to help make sure
he was fine


He never dreamed he would accomplish so much
That the universe would give him such
incredible luck


Now older and wiser he understood the hardest part
Was convincing himself that it was time to start.


Phil Hellmuth







Introduction





The first thing that should be said about this book is this: The content is the same as that in the Texas Holdem chapters in Play Poker Like the Pros, with a few scattered refinements. And there is also an added chapter that should knock your socks off: How to Win a No-Limit Holdem Tournament. To me, this new chapter alone should be worth hundreds of dollars, for it will help you to understand the basic game theory that has allowed me to win dozens of no-limit Holdem tournaments over the years.


I am proud of the fact that hundreds of people have come up to me and said, Thanks for Play Poker Like the Pros. It turned my game around. The Holdem strategy in that book (and now in this book) is solid and immutable; there is only one mathematically viable way to play winning limit Holdem. As to pot-limit Holdem and no-limit Holdem, many styles work, but you can never travel too far off campus (away from the math and fundamentals) without risking crushing failure. This book teaches you the fundamentals, as well as advanced theories, for all forms and levels of Holdem.


When I penned these chapters, my goal was to help the worldwide public learn, appreciate, and convert to the poker games that the pros play. I felt that it was important to point out that the version of poker that most people play on their kitchen tables, with red, white, and blue plastic chips, is a world away from the games that the pros play, in both skill level and complexity. In those home games, people toss their money into virtually every pot, in a sort of no foldem poker that is designed to keep everyone in to the end, and award the luckiest player the pot.


In these types of poker games the player who draws the luckiest card on the last possible card dealt wins the pot. Where is the skill in that? Where are the well-timed bluffs, the great calls, the tough lay downs, the judicious reads of opponents, the constantly shifting odds calculations, and the patience involved in the poker games that the pros play? These skills are inherent in real poker games like Seven-Card Stud, Omaha, and the ultimate, Texas Holdem. Suddenly, people all over the world are playing one-table $5 buy-in (or higher) no-limit Holdem tournaments with their buddies. Nine players lose $5, and when all is said and done, one winner receives the $45 first-place prize. Its the same game in the major tournaments, but there might be 700 buy-ins at $5,000 apiece, a $1 million first-place prize, and 44 others in the money. And it might take four days to get there. No-limit Holdem, where you can bet any amount at any timenow thats poker!


Although I would like to take some credit for the explosion of poker worldwide, I believe everyone knows that the growth of the game has been fueled by ESPNs World Series of Poker (WSOP), Travel Channels World Poker Tour (WPT), FOXs new poker coverage, and various internet poker sites such as UltimateBet.com. (By the way, to read about some ballsy bluffs, amazing calls, and memorable key pots on the professional poker tour, see my book Bad Beats and Lucky Draws.) Of course the WPT deserves most of the credit with its introductionin this countryof an innovative way of showing the players hole cards to the TV audience.


Now players worldwide are saying, I didnt know Holdem was such an easy game to play. Four rounds of betting, five common cards in the middle of the table, and two hole cards, simple. Simple indeed, unless you actually want to win while playing Holdem. In this case, there is a learning curve that needs to be mastered. Some of you will learn quickly, scaling the poker mountain in short order; others will need more time and effort. In either case, mastering the information in this book is essential to scaling that learning curve. Texas Holdem, so the classic characterization goes, takes five or ten minutes to learn, but a lifetime to master.


Those of you who do master the learning curve for Holdem, whether quickly or slowly, can expect to see me sooner or later at the WSOP. Ill be the tall one wearing the black UltimateBet.com baseball cap and the Oakley sunglasses, being cantankerous at times (Poker Brat!) but happily grinding away at a poker hand, at the poker table, while slowly chasing poker history.









1


Skill versus Luck in Poker





Most people today misunderstand poker. Lets be frank: most people know poker from the low-stakes games they now play (or grew up playing) with their family and friends. In these low-stakes home games, luck often plays a much bigger role than skill.


The money to be gained or lost in a home tends to mean next to nothing, and everyone at the table plays almost every hand to the end. The dealers choice games are often nonstandard, even bizarre variations (often fun) where, for example, deuces, black kings, or one-eyed jacks (or all of them) are wild. In this type of poker game, people just put their money in the middle (in the pot) and hope to make the best hand. Often, there doesnt seem to be much strategy or thought involved. When the evening winds up, everyone seems to agree that Johnny sure was hot tonight! You dont hear anyone saying, Boy, did Johnny play great tonight. I sure am afraid of him at the poker table.


One reason why luck has such a big role in home-style poker games is that many of the skills we use in pro-style games just dont come into play in a home game. For example, three of the more important skills that we use are being patient in determining which starting hands to play, bluffing, and reading people. Patience, like discipline, is a virtue in many areas of life, and poker is no exception. It is in the nature of professional or tough high-stakes poker games that it is mathematically correct to fold a lot of hands right away. If you are playing too many hands (which equates to too many bad hands) in a tough poker game, you will often find yourself drawing mighty thin, that is, trying to win by catching particular cards that are in short supply.


The plain fact is that if you play too many hands in a pro-level poker game, you just cannot win, certainly not in the long run and probably not even on just one given night, no matter how lucky you are. But if youre playing a lot of hands in a home poker game, you may be in good shape anyway, because the sheer size of the pot will wind up offering you odds sufficient to draw to an inside straight (add a nine, for example, to your 7-8-10-J hand) or another unlikely to hit hand. Youll usually lose, but when you do manage to hit the card you need, youre going to win a huge pot.


Further, the number of cards that can complete what you need in the late rounds of a hand in a home game is often larger than one sees in the pro game, because the dealer has designated various wild cards or rules that allow you extra draws or give you chances to buy another card or replace a card.


Because you dont see these big pots and people paying you off with weak hands in a pro poker game, patience is crucial there. In the traditional home-style poker games, patience not only is not as important but may actually clash with the spirit of the gamethat Were all here just to have fun and gamble. Playing a more technically informed style may win you more money in a home game, but it might also mean that youre not invited back the next time the game is held! In a casino poker game or an online poker game, of course, you dont need to be concerned that you might not be invited back.


Another key difference between home poker games and the games that the pros play is that bluffing actually succeeds in the pro-style games! In a home game, its extremely hard to pull off a bluff, because you usually cant bet enough money on the last bet to get your opponents to fold. For 25 cents, someone who is convinced he is beaten is nonetheless willing to throw the two bits into the pot, just to see what you have, and, oops, there goes your attempted bluff. In fact, in most situations in these home games where there is a bet on the end (in the last round of action in a given hand), someone is always egging someone else on to be the sheriff. Bill, you call that boy and be the sheriff this hand! We cant let him bluff us!


In the pro game, bluffing is a sound strategy, because in the late stages of a hand there arent many people who havent folded. If youve been playing very few hands (that is, patiently), and have seldom been caught bluffing during a day of play, then when you do bluff, its hard for those remaining in the hand to call you down through the last bet. Long live the bluff! Bluffing well is an art form, and I will be addressing it at various points throughout this book. The bluff is one of the poker craftsmans tools that is seldom available to players in wild, friendly, low-stakes games.


Another important element in pro poker games is reading your opponents. Are they riding on hot air or the real thing? In a lot of home games, there is just so much money in the pot, relative to the size of the final bet, that it makes sense to call that bet. (What do you have to lose?) In pro poker, there is enough money involved, and enough actual thought processes are being utilized, that many situations come up where you can take advantage of a good readwhich might arise either from your ability to detect weakness or strength in body language or from your ability to assess the implications of the betting pattern on the handand make either a good call or a good fold. But its hard to read someone who hasnt really been thinking about the hand and cant possibly be nervous about losing $1.75! The skill factor in poker is much higher in the pro game. There is just too much at stake for anyone to rely solely on luck.


Lets take a quick glimpse at the high-stakes poker world, an enterprise that yields several of my friends over a million dollars a year! At this level, too, luck is a factor on any given day, week, or month, but whats different is that if you play better poker than your opponents do, pretty consistently, youll find that over almost any two-month period your winnings have exceeded your losses. Furthermore, if you play better poker than your opponents over a six-month period, your results will have moved very solidly in the winning direction. Making a few well-timed bluffs each day will add up to a lot of money each year!


In fact, if an inexperienced poker player were to sit down for a few hours with a group of world-class poker players, he would have virtually no chance to win over even an eight-hour period. This very fact is why five or six top pros might be willing to sit down in the same game with this fellow and each other: the money that even one amateur is likely to contribute makes it worth their while to do battle with so many respected opponents.


This is why so many of the top poker players today drive fine cars and live in palatial homes. Right now, as youre reading this book, there is a $600$1,200-limit poker game at the Bellagio Casino in Las Vegas and a $400$800-limit poker game at the Commerce Casino in Los Angeles. There is a $200$400-limit poker game in Tunica, Mississippi; a $100$200-limit game at the Taj Mahal in Atlantic City; and a $200$400-limit game somewhere in New York City. Theyre playing no-limit poker in San Francisco at the Lucky Chances Casino and high-stakes pot-limit poker in London at the Grosvenor Victoria (The Vic) and in Paris at the Aviation Club de France. In Vienna, at the Concorde Card Casino, theyre playing $75$150 Seven-Card Stud. (Ill have more to say about these two-figure games in Chapter 2.)


If thats not enough action for you, four nights a week in Los Angeles, there is a $2,000$4,000-limit Seven-Card Stud game at Larry Flynts Hustler Club Casino, with Larry himself often playing. In the $400$800-limit poker game its easy to take a $25,000 swing in one hour. In the $2,000$4,000-limit game, where movie stars, former governors, and billionaires play, its not uncommon for someone to win or lose $250,000 in one night. In these nosebleed poker games (the term refers to the altitude of the stakes), strategy, discipline, calculation of the odds, and practiced observation contribute to a game that involves much more skill. Better play wins more hands in the long run.


Imagine yourself facing down Larry Flynt in the $2,000$4,000 Seven-Card Stud game at the Hustler Club Casino. Youre sitting there trying to figure out if he has a strong hand or is full of hot air (bluffing). If you decide right, you will win $25,000, but if youre wrong, it will cost you $25,000. What do you do? You make a good readof the situation, of the odds, of your opponentand make an educated guess, rather than a plain old boldfaced guess! The chief difference between your home poker game and the games of the big players is the preponderance of luck in the one and the preponderance of skill in the other. In a game (the Flynt game) where winning just one $4,000 bet a night would mean an income of $16,000 per week (this game runs four days a week), one carefully earned bet can make a great deal of difference.


Thats the way things look in the high-stakes side game world at large, but there is even more evidence that skill is present and important in high-stakes poker tournaments today. (When I say side-game world, I mean the nontournament poker world.) Why do the same people, by and large, keep winning poker tournaments year after year? They win because they apply finely honed strategies and tactics, calculate and recalculate the odds, read their opponents well, avoid becoming predictable, and know how and when to make a good bluff.


Some of the most famous poker players in the world today have made their names in poker tournaments. Doyle Texas Dolly Brunson has eight bracelets (titles) from the World Series of Poker at age 66. I have nine, and so does Johnny The Oriental Express Chan. Amarillo Slim Prestonwhose name is known even to the general publichas nine WSOP titles, depending, as Slim himself would say, on who does the telling.



Im proud to say that before the 2004 WSOP I was the all-time leading money winner in World Series history, with over $3.5 million won. In fact, at that time no one else had crossed the $3 million-dollar mark other than Johnny Chan and me. (He beat me there! But Ill win the race to $7 million!) Although the same people dont win all the poker tournaments, by the time years end rolls around, the same people always seem to end up having won several tournaments, year in and year out. This is one of the appealing aspects of poker tournaments: the record is out there for everyone to see; some players are consistently successful, and others are not. (The side games, though very lucrative, keep no records.)


If serious poker were a game where luck predominates, this would not and could not happen. Everyone involved would win about the same number of tournaments as everyone else (as tends to happen in slot tournaments or craps tournaments), and no one would make (or lose) any serious money. But thats not what years and years of proven, recorded results show.








		
			
				
					
						
							2
						
					
				

				
					Texas Holdem: Setup and Basic Play
				

			

			
				This chapter will introduce you to Texas Holdem, commonly referred to as Holdem, the most popular poker game in the world today. The chapter should teach you enough to allow you to sit down and play the game without needing to ask your fellow players a lot of what feel like embarrassing questions. (Beginners, by the way, shouldnt feel embarrassed about asking questions; everyone has to start somewhere.) Later chapters will guide you through the subtleties of beginning, intermediate, and advanced strategy.

				Learning the basic structure, or format, of Texas Holdem is easy. This doesnt mean, though, that there isnt a great deal of strategy involved: there is. But the way the game is constructed is fairly simple, compared with a game like chess, where you must learn how to move many different pieces, or even compared with many wild home poker games, where the rules for a game often take way too long to explain. (Seven-Card Stud, threes and nines are wild, but if you catch a three face up you must match the size of the pot to keep the card or else fold. You can buy an extra card on the end for $20 or replace a card on the end for $10, and if you catch a four face up you get an extra card free.)

				If you were to walk into a card room or a friends house to play Holdem, and hadnt seen Holdem before, you would want some explanation. But once you understand the pattern of the deal, whose turn it is to bet, how much that player can bet, and what all of the options are (checking, calling, betting, raising, and folding) during the play of a hand, then youll have a solid foundation for understanding the basic strategy tips youll find in the later chapters. After reading (and absorbing) this chapter, youll be able to introduce Holdem into your own Saturday night poker game, although I wouldnt recommend playing it for much money until youve learned some strategy!

				
					[image: image] THE ROLE OF THE DEALER
				

				In most poker games, including Texas Holdem, the deal rotates clockwise. When youre playing at home, you simply change dealers after each hand, moving the deal around the table clockwise, one player to the next, but in a casino there is a professional dealer at the table who deals every hand. The dealer, whether at home or in the casino, will shuffle, deal, keep the bets right, manage the pot, and help control the tempo of the game. A good dealer will keep things moving, both by dealing quickly and reliably and by diplomatically encouraging action from the slower players. (In the home game, of course, the dealer is also a player.)

				
					[image: image] THE ROLE OF THE BUTTON: WHOSE DEAL IS IT?

				In casino-style Holdem, the dealer uses a white plastic puck roughly 2 inches in diameter, called the button, to indicate who the dealer would be if the game were being played without a professional dealer. Usually, the puck has the word dealer printed on each side. Instead of simply passing the deck one player to the left after each hand, as you do in home poker games, you sit still while the professional dealer moves the button one spot to the left after each hand, and then deals. Why bother with this step? For one thing, no one has to wonder, or ask, whose deal it is. More important, the dealer (the player sitting behind the button) acts last in Holdem in each round of betting and thus has a significant positional advantage, because (among other things) that player has more information available to him when its his turn to bet than the players who had to act first. The use of the button ensures that each playerthough never actually dealing the cardsgets a chance to enjoy that advantageous position once in each round of hands. (And of course with eight or more players at the table, next-to-last is a pretty good spot to be in too.)

				The button also enables us to determine the order of play for each hand. The player seated to the left of the button acts first (except on the very first betting round), and the player who owns the button acts last (with that same first-round exception). We turn to those exceptions next. By the way, I recommend that you use a button even when youre playing Holdem in your home poker game, and dealers are truly dealing. It helps remind people who dealt, and whose turn it is to deal next, and I think it also makes for an easier transition to playing casino Holdem.

				
					[image: image] THE TWO BLINDS TO THE LEFT OF THE BUTTON
				

				Before the first round of betting, and before any cards are dealt, those first two players, directly to the left of the button, post (place in front of them) what we call the blinds. We call these the blind bets because those two players must invest them in the pot, in preset amounts, before they can look at any cards. Immediately after the button, we have the small blind, which is usually, but not always, set at half the size of the next blind, which is called the big blind.

				The size of the blinds is determined by the size of the game. The small blind is usually half a small bet, and the big blind is usually a full small bet. In a hypothetical $2$4 game, the small blind would be $1 and the big blind $2. Limit Holdem games (well get to no-limit Holdem a bit later) are thus defined by their bet sizes. For example, you might play $2$4 Holdem, or $10$20 Holdem, or whatever. In the $2$4 game, all bets and raises during the first two betting rounds are made in $2 increments, and all bets and raises during the final two betting rounds (the third and fourth rounds) are made in $4 increments (you cant bet, say, 50 cents, or $3, on any round). As you might expect, in the $10$20 game all bets and raises during the first two betting rounds are made in $10 increments, and all bets and raises during the final two betting rounds are made in $20 increments. In Las Vegas, the maximum number of bets is five, unless there are just two players left in the potthose two players can then raise and reraise each other until the money in front of one of them is gone.

				
					[image: image] TWO CARDS ARE DEALT TO EACH PLAYER, FACEDOWN
				

				Once the blinds are posted in the pot (directly in front of the players posting them), the dealer deals two cards facedown to each player, one card at a time. The position of the button and the two blinds determines whose turn it is to act first. (The illustration shows a poker table with players sitting around it, the blinds posted, and two down cards in front of each player.) The cards that have been dealt to you are your own private cards, often called hole cards; take care not to let your neighbors see them. They belong to you and you only for the duration of one hand, and as soon as you see them, you should begin assessing the strength of your hand. Later on in the hand, the dealer will be dealing cards faceup in the middle of the table, where everyone can see them. This isnt a mistake: these later cards are community cards, and Ill explain how they fit into the dealing and the betting in just a moment.
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						POCKET ROCKETS (ACES) FOR THE READER!
					
				

				
					[image: image] THE PLAYER TO THE LEFT OF THE TWO BLINDS ACTS FIRST
				

				Now the blinds have been posted, and the dealer has dealt out each players first two cards. Then, to begin the first round of play, the player to the left of the big blind acts first. Technically, the two blind bettors have acted first, by posting their bets, but because their action is involuntary, the player sitting to the left of the big blind is really the first player who faces a decision, and the first who will take some kind of voluntary action, as he sees fit.

				Note that the blinds are posted only before the very first betting round. In the following rounds of that hand, the remaining player closest to the buttons left is the first to act.

				During the first betting round, the player to the left of the posted blinds has just three options: calling the bet (matching the big blind), raising the bet (to exactly double the big blind), or folding his hand. (All calls or raises are part of the pot, but are placed in front of the players making them, so that other players can keep track of who has put in what: when the betting on a round is done, then the dealer drags them all into the pot.) Usually, players fold by gently tossing or sliding their cards into the middle of the table facedown, without comment; but a verbal declarationsaying simply, I foldis also acceptable and is considered binding: you must then release your hand. Although poker involves a great deal of deception, if you state that youre taking an action, you must follow through. You cant say I fold and then, after hearing a sigh of relief, push chips into the pot to make a bet. Similarly, you cant say I raise and then toss in your cards instead.

				The next player to act on this first round has the same three options as the preceding player: he may call, raise, or fold. The following player to act also has the same optionscall, raise, or foldand so on until the action in the first round of betting is complete. Once the action is completed, the first round is over and the dealer drags the bets into the pot. (By the way, if you follow my advice in the chapters on strategy, you will be folding frequently on the first round of betting, as Holdem is a real game of patience.)

				
					[image: image] ONE MORE CIRCUMSTANCE OF THE FIRST ROUND OF PLAY
				

				The only other betting rule you need to know about in the first round is that the two players in the blinds have the option of raising the bet, just as anyone else in the hand does when it is his turn to act. In an unraised pot in our hypothetical $2$4 game, the small blind may come into play by adding $1 to complete his bet to the full $2 size, or $3 ($3 + $1 = $4) to complete one full raise, and the big blind, even though he already has his $2 in, has the option of raising the pot another $2. In fact, a pro dealer will always ask the big blind if he wishes to raise it if the big blind hasnt made a motion one way or the other. I know that this may sound complicated at first, but after youve played about four hands it will seem very simple. (My parents played in a poker tournament the day after I taught them how to play, in September 2000.) Put more simply, when its your turn to act during a Holdem hand, you will always have the option of betting (when no one else has bet yet), checking (when no one has bet and you dont want to bet either), calling, raising, or folding.

				
					[image: image] THE SECOND ROUND OF BETTING
				

				After the first round of play is complete, the dealer flips three community cards faceup in the middle of the table. These are available for use by everyone (as we shall see), and they stay there throughout the hand. We call the three community cards (and the moment they are dealt) the flop. In every hand of Holdem, the flop is a signal moment; for each player still in the hand, these three new community cards are likely to confirm his high hopes for the hand or all but shatter them, since there are just two other cards still to come. Since the blinds are used only during the first round of betting, the first remaining player who is closest to the left of the button begins the action in the second round. You might suppose that this is the same 
player who had to post the small blind before any cards were dealt, but its quite possible, even likely, that the small blind, the big blind, and other players have folded during the first round, either because these early-position players didnt like their own hands or because someone else raised.
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						HOLDEM FLOP
YOU, THE READER, HAVE FLOPPED THREE ACES!
					
				

				This person, the one who begins the second-round action and has seen the flop, may now check (make no bet at all, but not fold his hand either; in effect, he is saying, Im not betting right now, but I retain my option to call bets or even to raise, later in the hand), fold (you should never fold until someone has made a bet that you would otherwise have to at least call), or bet. Its possible that everyone will check, the pot remaining just as it was; in this case, too, this round of play is complete. But the appearance of the three flop cards on the table will change everyones view of the hand.

				
					[image: image] THE THIRD ROUND OF BETTING
				

				After the second round of play is complete, the dealer flips up a fourth community card faceup. This card, which also stays on the table throughout the hand, is usually called either the turn or fourth street. Then the third round of betting begins. Again, the person closest to the left of the button who still has a live hand (hasnt folded) begins the betting, and, take note, the stakes are now doubled. (The bets are larger, but there are, in nearly all hands, fewer playersthe others have folded.)
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						HOLDEM 4TH STREET
					
				

				
					[image: image] THE FOURTH ROUND OF BETTING
				

				After the third round of betting is complete, the dealer flips up the fifth and last community card, faceup in the middle of the table. This card is usually called either fifth street or (much more often) the river. Now we have the five community cards in the middle of the table plus the two that you have in your hand: seven cards total. Each of you will settle on the best five cards out of the seven available to you (including one, two, or neither of the cards in your hand) to make your best possible poker hand (see Appendix 1). Now the fourth and final round of betting begins. After this round is completed, you will all flip up your hole cards to determine who has the best hand. Usually, once someone has shown a hand that no one else can beat, no one else bothers showing his hand at this point. (Sometimes a player who feels he got unlucky on the turn or the river may show a good hand that went bad. We call this a sympathy show.)

				
					[image: image] A SHORT REVIEW OF WHAT A HAND OF LIMIT TEXAS HOLDEM LOOKS LIKE
				

				There are four rounds of betting in limit Holdem. The first round plays out before the flop (before the first three community cards are dealt, faceup), and on that first round you can bet and raise in one-unit increments. The second round occurs after the flop, and you can still bet and raise in exactly one-unit increments. The third round of betting occurs after the fourth card (fourth street or the turn) is flipped up, and now all bets and raises are made in two-unit increments. The fourth and final round of betting occurs after the fifth and final community card (the river) has been flipped up, and again you can bet and raise in two-unit increments.

				Starting with the setup that Ive illustrated (on page 22) in an eight-handed limit Holdem hand, lets run through a $2$4 sample hand. The dealer has dealt out two cards each, facedown, and the small blind of $1 and the big blind of $2 have been posted. Player one (P1) folds his hand, P2 (who holds, lets say, ace-jack, a hand that we will be referring to as A-J) raises, making it $4 to call the bet. P3, P4, and P5 all fold. P6, holding K-Q (king-queen), calls $4. The dealer and the small blind (SB) fold. The big blind (BB) calls the bet holding 9-8: because he already has $2 invested in the pot, it costs him only $2 more to see the flop. Now the dealer turns up a flop of 2-4-9.

				Although P2 held the best preflop hand with his A-J, fortunes have changed on the flop. The player who sat in the BB with 9-8 is now the only player who has a pair (though he has no way to be certain of this), and suspecting that his pair might be the best hand, he bets $2. P2 and P6 somewhat loosely and stubbornly call the $2 bet, even though neither yet has a pair.

				The turn card proves to be a ten, for a board of 
2-4-9-10, and although the BB is a bit concerned by both this overcard (a board card higher than his pair) and the fact that two players called his opening bet, he decides to stay aggressive and bets $4 (recall that third-round bets are doubled). P2 folds (wisely, because there are now only six cards in the deck that can save himthree aces and three jacks), and P6 (who now needs a jack for a straight, or a queen or a king to make him a pair) calls the $4 bet. P6s call is good, because with any jack, queen, or king probably winning for him, he has ten probable winning cards (which are usually called outs in poker slang).
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						FIRST ROUND OF BETTINGP2 RAISES
					
				

				Fate isnt always just, however, and even though the odds were against it, the river card is a Q, for a 2-4-9-10-Q board, and the BB simply checks, figuring there is a good chance that if he wasnt already beaten by a starting hand like J-J or A-10, he is now vulnerable to any hand containing a queen. Now P6 bets $4, and BB sighs and calls the $4 bet. P6 shows his Q-K, for a pair of queens, and BB shows a 9-8 for his pair of nines. The pot is awarded to P6, who, perversely enough, had the second-best hand before the flop and the worst hand on both the flop and the turn!

				
					[image: image] TWO IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF HOLDEM ETIQUETTE
				

				The game does involve some points of etiquette, and I would be remiss not to mention two issues at this point. For one, be sure you avoid slow rolling an opponent in a casino. When youre virtually certain you hold the winning hand (and it wont take you very long in your poker education before you know when you probably hold the winner!), and you then hesitate for a moment before you flip your hand upclearly grandstanding and probably trying to make your opponent think he holds the winning handthats slow rolling.

				Usually, a hesitation on the end by the bettor means that the bettors hand is weak, and the players hate it when you then flip your strong hand up slowly. When a player perceives that he has won the pot, because youve stalled, but then, bang, you tear his heart out and take the pot away from him, youre not making a friend; indeed, youre probably making an enemy who will have an elephants memory

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

		

	OEBPS/claver.jpg





OEBPS/heart1.jpg





OEBPS/diamond.jpg





OEBPS/spade1.jpg





OEBPS/heart.jpg





OEBPS/logo.jpg
& HarperCollins e-books





OEBPS/spade.jpg





OEBPS/28.jpg





OEBPS/32.jpg





OEBPS/33.jpg





OEBPS/36.jpg





OEBPS/MSRCover.png
PEL AELLIUTA'S

RULES, TIPS, AND

STRATEGIES
Ho Ld G ” From e
CHAMP FOR

PLAYING—AND WINNING—THE

WORLD'S HOTTEST BIG MONEY GAME

&)

e

2
Qi =

R

PHIL HELLMUTH, JR.





