
  

  

  

  Chapter Nine


  Guess What? God Laughs and Sennacherib Loses!!!


  

  IN THE LAST chapter, we painted quite a somber and scary picture of where America and other western nations stand today. In this chapter, we want to turn sadness into joy and defeat into victory. We want to position ourselves in Heavenly Places with Christ Jesus.


  By the time you read this book, a lot may have already changed in the world and my predictions in this chapter may have already come to pass. If they haven’t yet come to pass, keep praying, seeking God’s face and laughing with Jesus.


  Some Predictions


  Based on a multitude of Scriptures, my own insights and specific prophetic words by a variety of people who have learned to listen to God’s heart and voice, I’d like to predict what is going to happen in the very near future.


  
    	Because of significant prayer and fasting, God will continue to expose the corruption of government leaders, shining His light into hidden and dark places, even bringing up things from the distant past to show the pattern of corruption and deceit. The corrupt and collaborative media will also be exposed. NOTE: Before this manuscript was finished, the above scenario began to take place as government lies and cover-ups have come into the light. Much more will take place very soon. However, this prediction was made by some of my prophetic friends several years ago and is just now coming to pass.



    	Political leaders at the top will be brought down in shame — not the same exact fate as Sennacherib suffered, but it will still be a very sad day for America as a number of politicians will end up in prison.



    	Many Americas will be in shock, especially those who have not kept up on political news. There will be significant civil unrest and some chaos and bloodshed in the streets of some of our cities.



    	God will wake up His church which has been half asleep for too long. They will recognize that they have the answers to a nation in crisis and will rise up to help lead America back to its Godly roots. God will move with signs and wonders to turn people’s hearts back to Him. The great harvest will begin.



    	Political leaders who have kept themselves free from corruption will rise quickly to the top and other relatively unknown leaders with character will take positions of authority, restoring American greatness and influence in the world. This is not the end of the age, but many biblical end-time prophecies will begin to be fulfilled after the harvest time.


  


  Cooperating with God — Using the Hezekiah Model


  1. Acknowledge the Greatness of Our God and Our Need of His Help


  When Hezekiah read the letter from Sennacherib, he went into the house of his God and spread the letter out before the Lord and prayed that incredible prayer that God heard and responded to. Let’s look at that prayer again.


  
    O Lord God of Israel, the One who dwells between the cherubim, You are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.


    Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God.


    Truly, Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands, and have cast their gods into the fire; for they were not god, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed them.


    Now therefore, O Lord our God, I pray, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You are the Lord God, You alone. (II Kings 19:15-19)

  


  This is a prayer that we can adapt to apply to our current situations. First of all we acknowledge God’s greatness and power. This reminds us how great and awesome He is, and it gives Him the honor He deserves.


  Second, we present our needs and our fears before Him, reminding Him that people controlled by the Sennacherib spirit have done great harm to other nations who served other gods. In the natural, we have no power to stop them from destroying us as well.


  Third, we tell God that we know that He is not like the gods of other nations who trust in their own resources and vane idols. He is the one and only true God who loves us so much, He gave His only Son to die in our place.


  Finally, we remind God that His own reputation is at stake. America, much like Israel, has had a special purpose on the earth. Founded on a covenant with God, as exampled in the Mayflower Pact, and the constitutions of many individual states, America built its form of government based on biblical principles and values. We remind God that the nations know that America has been identified with Christianity and they are watching to see if He will deliver us from the attack of the ruthless enemy — the Sennacherib spirit.


  2. Continue to Pray in Unity Until an Answer Comes


  The Assyrian army had begun their activities of war, but they hadn’t penetrated the city of Jerusalem. The Sennacherib spirit has been busy establishing their war machine to take over the heart of America.


  I asked the Lord, What does Jerusalem represent for America?”Most of Judah had been destroyed, but Jerusalem hadn’t. I believe God is saying that what the enemy has not yet conquered is the “City of God” in America. So what is the “City of God?”


  The city of God is the body of Christ in America. These are the people who love God and work together to support one another and build the Kingdom of God. A city is a place where people are specialists and work at one trade or another. In Bible times, most people in cities had businesses in their homes and provided services that others needed. Cities are gatherings of interdependent people who supply the needs of the others and get their own needs met by the others.


  For instance, a brick maker would supply bricks for hundreds of citizens when they needed them, but the brick maker would go down the street to get his milk and bread, his shingles and doors, and his shoes and clothes. The body of Christ is like a city in that we need one another.


  The perfect picture of the body of Christ is found in I Corinthians 12. After naming nine spiritual gifts that give members their function in the body, Paul talks about the importance of every member to the body. No one can be considered unimportant or insignificant.


  There’s nothing that unites us like an attack from the outside. When the church truly wakes up to the Sennacherib threat, as it is already doing and has been doing, there will be a coming together and joining forces to fight a common enemy. The City of God, the Body of Christ, is a walled city. The enemy cannot penetrate its defenses because the Body of Christ has the anointing and power of the Christ — the Anointed One — flowing through it. We have a totally unfair advantage over the enemy and he has no weapons to stand against us. Our weapons are supernatural and include the fruit and gifts of the Holy Spirit.


  Yes, the enemy has succeeded in getting Bible reading and prayer out of our public schools and has pretty much taken over our education system. By the way, providing public schools was also a strategy of the Sennacherib spirit. Before they existed, the churches provided the schools for the people and almost all the first universities were church seminaries. The earlier government schools were very much like the church schools, allowing religious instruction, Bible reading, etc. That all began to change after churches had let the government do it for awhile, seeing no reason to do it themselves when the government did it for “free.”


  Yes, education, entertainment, media and other aspects of society have been conquered to a large degree by the Sennacherib spirit, but the true City of God has been resistant to the Sennacherib spirit and the enemy has underestimated the power of God in the City of God like it did in Hezekiah’s day.


  As the church comes together like never before, there will be God’s supernatural power released in its gatherings. Prophetic wisdom and the gift of knowledge will flow, showing God’s people His strategy, even as He did through the prophet Isaiah.


  The fact that there is still a walled city that will not submit to the Sennacherib spirit tends to make this spirit very angry and determined to conquer it. That’s why there is such an increase in the attack on evangelical or fundamentalist Christians. If you remember the article printed earlier, the atheists said they had no problem with many protestant Christians. It was the “fundamentalists” that were so terrible and needed to be removed from the military. Many Protestant churches have left their faith in God and the Bible and actually support ungodly lifestyles, etc. But God will protect His city, His body and the Sennacherib spirit will be the loser, not God!


  Without this walled City of God, this nation would be totally taken over by the Sennacherib spirit and we would all be living like slaves, whether we knew it or not. We would be fed and clothed as long as we were useful to the government, but we would have little freedom to pursue happiness, creativity and God the way we still can today. Thank God for His City!


  Again, we remind ourselves to PUSH, which means Pray Until Something Happens. That’s what Hezekiah did. He prayed until he got a word from God. Remember, we are birthing a move of God and overcoming an evil power at the same time.


  3. When God Reveals His Plans, Laugh with All Your Heart


  Let’s look at God’s message for Hezekiah again:


  
    Thus says the Lord God of Israel: Because you have prayed to Me against Sennacherib, king of Assyria, I have heard.” (II Kings 19:20)

  


  
    This is the word which the Lord has spoken concerning him (Sennacherib): The virgin, the daughter of Zion, Has despised you, laughed you to scorn; The daughter of Jerusalem has shaken her head behind your back! (II Kings 19:21)

  


  
    Against Whom have you raised your voice, and lifted up your eyes on high? Against the Holy One of Israel. By your messengers you have reproached the Lord, and said: “By the multitude of my chariots I have come up to the height of the mountains, to the limits of Lebanon; I will cut down its tall cedars and its choice cypress trees; I will enter the extremity of its border, to its fruitful forest. I have dug and drunk strange water, and with the soles of my feet I have dried up all the brooks of defense.” (II Kings 19:22-24)

  


  Why can we laugh? Because puny human brains have thought they were in control, when God dispenses the air that they breathe every moment of every day. It’s really hilarious!


  Why can we laugh? Because we have hosts of angels encamped around us that would scare the life out of our enemy if God opened their eyes.


  Why can we laugh? Because our enemy has such a spirit of arrogance and will be brought down so quickly.


  I’m reminded of something I read recently by one of the leading prophetic voices of America. He asked God what was going on after a recent election in which he was very disappointed. God gave him nothing but Psalm 37. When I read that chapter, there were numerous verses about the wicked being suddenly removed from their positions of power. In fact, as I read it, I realized that it contained one of the laughter verses that I had already written about earlier in this book. It goes like this:


  
    For evildoers shall be cut off; but those who wait on the Lord, they shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while and the wicked shall be no more;Indeed, you will look carefully for his place, but it shall be no more. But the meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.


    The wicked plots against the just, and gnashes at him with his teeth. The Lord laughs at him, for He sees that his day is coming.” (Psalm 37:9-13)

  


  Most of my predictions at the beginning of this chapter are in line with this passage.


  Again I ask, “Why can we laugh?”


  We can laugh because we have the fullness of the joy of the Lord. There is a place for Holy Laughter when the fruit of the Holy Spirit, called JOY, fills us to overflowing. We sometimes refer to certain types of overwhelming laughter as “laughing in the Spirit.” That shouldn’t offend anyone since God, who is always in the Spirit, also laughs from His exalted throne in Heaven. If He can laugh, being in the Spirit, we can also laugh, being in the Holy Spirit.


  Final Thoughts


  God is not finished with America and other western nations. He has plans to use us again to bring in the harvest and reveal His love and compassion to a hungry world. While great revivals have occurred in third world nations in recent decades, revival has come more slowly to the west. However, I do believe there will be a major joining of forces in an awesome show of unity in the true world-wide City of God.


  Prayer warriors from Asia, Africa and Latin America will hold up the hands of leaders in America and the west. They will have visions and dreams and strong prophetic words of wisdom and knowledge that will help us resist and defeat the Sennacherib spirit on our shores.


  I love Isaiah 9, and not just the messianic verses 6 and 7. I love it all, but especially verses 2-4. Here they are:


  
    The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.


    You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy; they rejoice before You according to the joy of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.


    For you have broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. (Isaiah 9: 2-4)

  


  America has become a land of spiritual darkness in many places, but God has begun to shine His light of love into those places to bring out the slaves out of their bondages. God is also going to bless and “multiply the nation” that seeks His face. The result will be a great increase in the joy in that nation.


  I love the fact that the greatest source of joy on this earth that God compares this joy to is the joy of harvest and the joy of dividing of the spoils after a victory. This is exactly the kind of joy God will bring again to America. We will bring in His harvest and we will divide the spoils from His enemies after He fights and wins the battle for us.


  And finally, we will experience the breaking of the enemy’s yoke and burden. I do believe that many of the laws that have brought us into greater bondage will be reversed in the next few months and years and greater freedoms will be restored. Prosperity will surge again and people will be rewarded for hard work more than for learning how to use government resources to get out of working.


  Of course, the truly needy will be taken care of by those who truly care about them, not an impersonal government agency. The church will spring into action and lead the people into a dependence on God and an interdependence on one another in the City of God, the Body of Christ.


  



  AMEN! SO BE IT LORD!
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