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​— FOREWORD
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​Hajj 2025: Faith, Comfort, and the Forgetting of Gaza

There are silences that redeem... and others that kill.
In June 2025, while Gaza burned and its children starved beneath the bombs, over a million pilgrims circled the Kaaba.
Prayers ascended to the heavens — yet none carried the name of Gaza.
Impeccable processions unfolded — not a single gesture to trouble the air-conditioned order of the rites.
This text is not a political tract.
It is a mirror held up to an Ummah that has traded justice for ease, spirit for form, and fidelity for decorum.
A mirror reflecting not only the pilgrims of 2025, but every believer who chooses silence.
It is not a matter of abolishing the rites, but of restoring their meaning.
It is not faith that is attacked, but wrested back from those who have tamed it.
For an Islam without courage is but a stage set,
and a believer without defiance merely an extra upon the world’s stage.
In the end, what will endure are neither the number of prayers
nor the miles walked in iḥrām,
but a single question:
“Were you the guardian of your soul —
or did you surrender it to the silence of crowds, of rites, and of the powerful?”
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​— Author’s Note
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In this book, I deliberately use two spellings of the same word.

I write Islam with a capital “I” when I refer to the Religion as a spiritual, ethical and liberating message, as

it  was carried by the Prophet Muhammad ﷺ (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): 

a call to justice, to human dignity, and to responsibility.

I write islam with a lowercase “i” when I speak of a religion reduced to a system, an ideological apparatus, 

or an instrument of power — an islam that serves thrones more than consciences.

This distinction is not typographical.
It is moral.
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​— GENERAL INTRODUCTION
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There are images that cannot be forgotten.
June 2025. Beneath a merciless sun, more than a million Muslims circle the Kaaba.
Hands are raised, lips murmur, tears fall.
The air is thick with prayer — and air-conditioning.
Pilgrims arrive from every corner of the earth, carried by chartered flights, lodged in five-star hotels, guided by agencies that specialise in premium spiritual experiences.
Twelve hundred kilometres away, Gaza is suffocating.
Bombs fall daily, hospitals lie in ruins, children die of hunger under an implacable blockade.
No luxury there — not even air to breathe.
Two parallel realities, separated by a few hours of flight... and an abyss of conscience.
One was bathed in marble — the other was buried in dust.
One prays for forgiveness — the other pleads for life.
This book does not attack the Ḥajj.
The pilgrimage to Mecca is a pillar of Islam — an act of faith and unity whose essence no circumstance can invalidate.
But it does confront the emptiness that may dwell within this pillar when the pilgrim’s heart turns away from the world it traverses.
What meaning lies in circling the Sacred House if one closes one’s eyes to those crushed at its gates?
What meaning is there in invoking al-Raḥmān, the All-Merciful, while forgetting the martyrs, the orphans, and the wounded only a few hundred kilometres away?
Worship does not end with gestures; it continues through justice and compassion.
The Qur’an never ceases to remind us that faith is inseparable from justice — that prayer is hollow unless joined with mercy and courage.
When the Prophet Muhammad ﷺ taught prayer,
he also taught the defense of the oppressed,
the rupture with injustice, and the refusal of passivity.
This book begins from a simple and cutting truth:
silence is not neutral — it is a choice.
And in a world where injustice is broadcast live, that choice exacts a price — a price that others often pay with their lives.
In 2025, in Mecca, that price was paid by the people of Palestine.

This is not a polemic, nor a text meant to divide believers.
It is a call to awaken a forgotten principle:
There is no obedience owed to an authority that disobeys Allah,
and no true piety in turning one’s eyes away from injustice.
What Is the Purpose of the Pilgrimage?
To return to the Source — not only to Mecca, but to the source of one’s own being.
To walk toward Allah, shedding certainties and masks.
It is the time when steps and prayers converge, when penitence becomes clarity, and self-examination unfolds in the presence of one’s brothers.
It is not merely a rite:
it is a trial that strips away illusion in order to rebuild the soul.
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​Gaza in Flames, Mecca in Marble
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October 2023 – June 2025. Gaza lives under a total blockade,
bombed relentlessly, day and night, without truce or respite.
More than 56,000 confirmed deaths — nearly seventy percent are women and children.
Ninety-four percent of schools have been destroyed — eighty-one percent of hospitals rendered inoperative, and more than 1.8 million people displaced.
The neighborhoods of Beit Hanoun, Jabaliya, and Shuja’iyya lie in heaps of rubble.

In Rafah, the last gate remains locked, barring all aid from entry.
Water, electricity, and fuel — all severed.
Humanitarian shelters have been deliberately targeted, despite their coordinates having been duly shared.
And the words of Israeli Defence Minister Yoav Gallant echo like the signature of a crime:

“We are fighting human animals.”
A declaration that, in itself, reveals intent.

Meanwhile — so near on the map, yet so distant in conscience —
more than a million Muslims converged upon Mecca — on chartered flights
into air-conditioned hotels, with comfort calculated to perfection.
Two worlds within the same time zone,
yet divided by a wall of indifference.
	Here, people die of asphyxiation beneath the rubble.

	There, people fear the sun and summon clouds of mist.
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​Hajj: The Oath of Equality and Justice
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The Hajj is not merely a journey toward a place:
it is a universal enactment of human equality.
When Abraham (Ibrāhīm) — upon him be peace — received the divine command to
proclaim the pilgrimage.
The Qur’an declares:


“And proclaim to the people the Hajj;
they will come to you on foot and on every lean camel;
they will come from every distant pass.”
(Surah 22:27)

This call was not only a ritual convocation,
but a timeless manifesto of justice and brotherhood.
It was a gathering of humanity around truth —
a moment when swords fell silent,
when resentments were laid down,
when disputes were suspended,
and when brotherhood prevailed over all social hierarchies.
The Prophet Muhammad ﷺ gave this spirit its quintessence in his Farewell Sermon:


“O people! Your Lord is One, and your father is one.
You are all descendants of Adam, and Adam was created from earth.
The most noble among you in the sight of Allah
is the one who is most righteous.”

From its very origin, the Hajj has therefore been both a spiritual and a social act:

• It purifies the pilgrim’s soul.

• It reaffirms justice and equality before Allah.

• It recalls solidarity with the weak and the oppressed.
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