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In the first Piston Cup race of the season,
 the undisputed champion, Lightning McQueen, was tearing
 up the track! His friends Bobby Swift, Cal Weathers, and Brick
 Yardley were right behind him.

But when the checkered flag came down, it was Lightning
 McQueen for the win!
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Lightning continued to race hard throughout the season.
 But one day,
 a rookie racer
 surprised everyone in his first Piston Cup competition.
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The rookie blew past Lightning
 to take first place. “Whoa!” said
 Lightning. “Who is that?”

“That’s Jackson Storm,”
 replied Bobby.

After the race, Lightning
 congratulated Storm.

The young racer smirked. “You
 have no idea what a pleasure it is
 to finally beat you,” he said.

“Thanks!” said Lightning. “Hang
 on. Did you say ‘meet’ or ‘beat’?”

“I think you heard me,” said Storm.
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Jackson Storm was the best of the next generation of racers.
 The Next Gens were faster and more efficient than the veteran
 race cars. They trained on the newest technology and relied on
 analysis of advanced data, such as weight distribution and
 aerodynamics, to give them the advantage on the track.
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In the following races, Storm won again and again.

Many of the veteran racers retired or got replaced. They thought
 they could never be as fast as the Next Gens.

Lightning refused to retire. In the season’s final race, he put
 everything he had into beating Storm.
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