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            "Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet sheds on the heel that has crushed it."— Mark Twain
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As a pastor, I am always captivated by the depth of the short book of Philemon, despite its single chapter. In just twenty-five verses, the apostle Paul captured the essence of the gospel: reconciliation, grace, and Christ's transformative power in our relationships. From Slave to Brother encapsulates this essence with clarity, passion, and insight.

This book transcends a mere examination of an ancient letter; it’s an invitation to lead a different life. It urges us to see people not by their past or social status, but through God's redemptive love. In a world fractured by race, status, and history, the message of Philemon is not just relevant—it’s revolutionary.

The author guides us on a journey that is both theological and profoundly personal. Paul's message to Philemon mirrors Christ's call for us all to forgive, embrace, and see God's image in others. This isn’t just the story of a runaway slave named Onesimus; it’s our story as well. We have all sought to flee, yet we are all invited to return—not as slaves, but as brothers and sisters in Christ.

Whether you are new to Philemon or have read it many times, I believe this book will deepen your understanding of grace and inspire you to pursue reconciliation in your own life, just as it did for me. 

May you find guidance in this book, discovering how the gospel can change everything, just as Paul learned.

Pastor Peter Kit Wan Ku

8/5/2025
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Preface
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The Epistle of Philemon is often overlooked in the Christian canon, overshadowed by longer letters and books. This brief letter conveys a powerful message about the transformative essence of grace in the Christian faith. It confronts social injustice, personal grievances, and relationship dilemmas, advocating for a gospel-centric approach that redefines our human connections.

Upon my initial exploration of Philemon, I was deeply moved by the simplicity and richness of Paul's message. The story of a runaway slave, a successful Christian master, and an apostle promoting reconciliation went beyond history. As a Christian, could I embody such a level of grace in my own life? Could I offer forgiveness to those who have wronged me? Can I see others beyond their past mistakes or social status, viewing them through Christ's love and redemption? 

These poignant questions lingered as I delved further into the text, significantly influencing the writing of this book. From Slave to Brother is not only an academic study of an ancient letter but also a heartfelt invitation for readers to consider the gospel's ability to heal damaged relationships. It urges us to embrace forgiveness, reconciliation, and love as foundational pillars of the Christian journey.

Philemon's letter goes beyond the tale of a slave and his master; it reflects the universal Christian experience of forgiveness and our calling to share it with others. Each of us has been liberated from the shackles of sin and welcomed into the family of God. This book navigates the theme of reconciliation in Christ through the transformative journeys of Onesimus, Philemon, and Paul.

Reflect on your relationships with family, friends, colleagues, and enemies as you read this. The gospel compels us to see them not merely as they appear in the flesh, but as they truly are in Christ. This is the challenge Paul presents to Philemon, and it is equally the challenge Christ lays before each of us.

I hope studying Philemon enhances your understanding of Scripture and inspires you to live out the gospel's radical grace. Like Onesimus, may you find joy in moving from bondage to brotherhood, and like Philemon, may you warmly welcome others into God's family.

Dr Andrew C S Koh

10/5/2025
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Testimonials
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From Slave to Brother is a very good and short bible study. I liked the prayers and the beginning and end of each chapter. M R Bailey.

The epistle to Philemon was Apostle Paul's letter to the wealthy leader of the Colossian Church. All the chapters and great reflections and prayers to help us in our faith in Christ and his teachings. From Slave to Brother is a great read. I recommend this book to other readers, J. Sharmani.

Philemon is a short book in the New Testament. In From Slave to Brother, the author effectively relates its content to our lives by breaking it down into manageable parts. He breaks down each chapter into an opening prayer, the verses, reflection, other related scriptures, application and closing prayer. Jan Johnson.

From Slave to Brother is a relatable and practical guide to understanding and applying Christian beliefs in today's world. The author's simple and beautiful approach makes it a valuable resource for anyone seeking spiritual growth. Despite its religious focus, the book encourages a non-judgmental approach and offers helpful guidance for finding peace. Highly recommended for those seeking devotional enlightenment, S. Alshwary

.
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, we acknowledge that You are the only true God, the Trinitarian God of the Holy Bible, the God of creation, redemption, reconciliation, and salvation. There is no other God apart from you. You are the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the Patriarchs. We thank You for all that You have done for us in our lives. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Authorship

Philemon is one of the four prison epistles written during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome between AD 60 and 62. The other three are Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. Paul was under house arrest in Rome while awaiting trial before Caesar Nero. Although he was allowed to live by himself in a house, he was probably chained to a Roman Praetorian guard around the clock. Epaphras visited Paul and brought him a financial love gift from the Colossian church. Paul delivered the epistle of Colossians and Philemon back to the house church in Colossae through Epaphras.

Colossae

Colossae was an ancient Roman town along the Lycus River valley in Asia Minor, now in western Turkey. In its heyday, Colossae was famous for the manufacturing of a dark red woollen cloth called colossinum.

Purpose and historical setting

The epistle of Philemon was Paul’s letter to Philemon, probably a wealthy leader of the Colossian house church. Paul probably shared the Gospel with Philemon when he was in Ephesus, discipled, and mentored him in the faith. Philemon returned to Colossae and planted the Colossian house church. Onesimus was one
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