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The Gospel 
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When it comes to the Gospel, it is all about the story of God. But the story of God involves the story of man. Ultimately, evangelism is when man realises God’s story should be the story of all mankind. 

And so, if one wants to evangelise, you will find you deal with three stories – God’s, your story and the other person’s story. For now, let us focus on what is God’s story and, therefore the Gospel.

So often with evangelism, the story of the chasm is presented as a means to explain the Gospel. In other words, on one side is God and on the other side is man in his fallen nature. The only way to connect God with fallen man again is by using a bridge. This bridge is Jesus, who died on the cross so that all mankind may be saved (John 3:16). The chasm was created by Adam and Eve’s disobedience in the Garden of Paradise, and therefore only the Blood of Jesus can reconcile God with man again. 

It says in “2 Corinthians 5:18: Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation”. To reconcile means to restore and to reconnect. We are thus restored and reconnected with God by the Blood, following the fall into sin. And take note, a disciple is also a minister of reconciliation, because as we evangelise and tell people about the Gospel then we are hopeful the chasm between them and God will be restored through faith in Jesus. Thus, reconciliation.

Evangelism is thus all about the Gospel, which is the story of God. The Gospel is actually very simple. A true disciple will know the truth of the Gospel. Paul writes in “Galatians 1: 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.”

Paul makes it clear that some in his day were preaching a different Gospel. So the danger exists to preach and share a different truth. We must therefore know what the true Gospel is in order to share it. It goes like this in a nutshell: God loves you, yet man is sinful and separated from God. Jesus Christ is God's only provision for man's sin, and we must individually receive Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 

Remember, the Gospel can be defined as the record of Christ's life and teaching. Matthew 28 we receive the instruction to share such teachings and the life of Jesus, which is the crux of evangelism – sharing the Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven.

The Bible teaches that the Father is God, that Jesus is God, and that the Holy Spirit is God. The Bible also teaches that there is only one God. Though we can understand some facts about the relationship of the different Persons of the Trinity to one another, ultimately, it is incomprehensible to the human mind. However, this does not mean the Trinity is not true or that it is not based on the teachings of the Bible. The Trinity is one God existing in three Persons. Understand that this is not in any way suggesting three Gods. 

Keep in mind when studying this subject that the word “Trinity” is not found in Scripture. This is a term that is used to attempt to describe the triune God - three coexistent, co-eternal Persons who make up God.

As all stories begin, it starts with a beginning. God is eternal, infinite, perfect and unchanging who created all things before there was anything (Genesis 1:1-31). God was perfectly happy and completely joyful among himself. Which means he did not create the world because he was lacking in anything. He already had perfect glory, community, joy and worship within the Trinity. Rather He created creation out of the outpouring of His perfection, His goodness and His love. Humans were made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). 

He created us to join in and experience that perfect joy he had amongst himself within the Trinity. We are the created and not the creator. We are dependent and under His authority whether we like it or not. We are on His terms and not on our own. We were made to worship, love and serve Him. Not serve ourselves.  God's words when he was done with all of creation were "And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good." There was perfect order, perfect structure and all of creation was under submission to its Creator. 

Humans were made in the "imago dei", which means we were made in the image of God. We were created by God to worship Him. All that we did was to be directed towards him. But instead of coming under full submission to God's authority, humans (We, all of us) turned away from God in sinful rebellion (Genesis 3:1-7; Isaiah 53:6).  Our treason caused a great disease or an illness to saturate all of creation. We created the divide between us and God because of sin. This resulted in consequences such as pain, suffering, death and sorrow to name a few.

It says for now "all sin and fall short of the glory of God." Human beings, because of the great fall, are sinners by nature and by choice (Ephesians 2:1-3). None of us truly think of ourselves as that bad or sinful. Before we find the Lord, we are all sinners. We cannot get rid of sin ourselves. We cannot make ourselves better. That is why we need a Saviour. That hero and Saviour is Jesus Christ. We sinners need a Saviour, a Redeemer, and a Deliverer to free us from the captivity of our own sin and restore the order of the world back to its original purpose. A purpose that had a worshipful, dependent bend towards God as Creator. 

Jesus Christ was thus sent, being fully God (to incur sin fully) and being fully man (to pay the ultimate debt we owe to God). God sent his Son to be a perfect substitute. One who lived the life we could not live and died the death that we ultimately deserved. That is the crux of the Gospel. And the truth is that Jesus is the only Saviour of the world. There is none like Him. There is only God.

This is why God sent Jesus into the world to be our substitute (1 John 4:14). The Bible teaches that Jesus was fully God - the second person of the Trinity - and also fully human. He was born to a human mother, lived a real flesh-and-blood existence, and died a brutal death on a Roman cross outside Jerusalem. Jesus lived a life of perfect obedience to God (Hebrews 4:15), making him the only person in history who did not deserve judgment. But on the cross, he took our place, dying for our sin. He received the condemnation and death we deserve so that, when we put our trust in him, we can receive the blessing of life he deserves (2 Cor. 5:21). That is the Gospel and the reality of John 3:16.

Jesus also went on to display He is the Resurrection and Life, thus the Son of God and thus God Himself. He rose from the dead, displaying his victory over sin, satan and death. All that was lost, broken and corrupted in the fall will ultimately be put right. Redemption isn't simply salvation for individual souls; it means that all of creation is being put back to the way it was supposed to be.

What is required of us to partake in this restoring process? How to we experience salvation and become mirrors of redemption towards our world? By faith alone (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Faith is complete trust or confidence in Jesus. It is a heart that has a wholehearted commitment to Jesus Christ. We are called to put our faith in Jesus, in the Blood and thus the price He paid for our sins. And by the Blood we are made whole, thus a new creation.

We are now free to die to ourselves and live a life that has a dependent bending of the knees towards our King Jesus. We are free to serve because Christ first served us. We are free to see all the things we own as gifts given to us by God and steward them well to bless others. We are finally free in whatever we do to do it all for the Glory of God. Jesus promised that he will return soon to judge sin and make all things new. Until then, he is gathering under His rule a people from every tribe, tongue and nation (Revelation 7:9). As he has given us eternal life, he has also called us to participate with Him in His mission (Matthew 28:18-20). 

The Wycliffe Bible Encyclopaedia summarizes the gospel message this way: The central truth of the gospel is that God has provided a way of salvation for men through the gift of His son to the world. He suffered as a sacrifice for sin, overcame death, and now offers a share in His triumph to all who will accept it. The gospel is good news because it is a gift of God, not something that must be earned by penance or by self-improvement (John 3:16; Romans 5:8–11; II Corinthians 5:14–19; Tit 2:11–14).3

This is the Gospel! A story of triumph and vindication. A story of hope and longing. It is the good news, the greatest news this world has ever heard and needs to hear.  1 Corinthians 15:1–4: Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. 

In 1 Corinthians 15, the apostle Paul summarizes the most basic ingredients of the gospel message, namely, the death, burial, resurrection, and appearances of the resurrected Christ. Thus the gospel in a nutshell: Christ died for our sins, He was buried, and He was raised again on the third day. That is the cornerstone, the foundation of our faith.  Someone once asked the great British preacher C. H. Spurgeon if he could put into a few words what his Christian faith was all about. Spurgeon said, "I will put it in four words for you: Christ died for me." It's as simple as that. Christ died for me and you and for all mankind. That is the essence of the gospel message.

Thus the Gospel of Jesus Christ (Mark 1:1; 1 Corinthians 9:12) and the gospel of His Son (Romans 1:9) speak of the good news of salvation that comes through the person and work of Jesus Christ who is the very Son of God in human flesh. Again, this is good news of deliverance from sin’s penalty, power and presence through the two advents of Christ. It is the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24) which emphasizes that salvation in all of its aspects is on the basis of grace rather than on some meritorious system of works.

It is the gospel of the kingdom (Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 24:14), which is the good news that God will establish His kingdom on earth through the two advents of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is also the gospel of peace (Ephesians 6:15), which describes how this good news of salvation in Christ brings peace in all its many aspects (peace with God, the peace of God, peace with others, and world peace) through the victory accomplished by the Saviour. And finally, it is the eternal or everlasting gospel (Revelation 14:6), for we shall dwell for all eternity with God. May we preach the Gospel, thus the story of God, so that all man may know God’s love, peace, and hope.

Therefore, in a nutshell, this is what the Bible teaches:

About God: God identified Himself as “I Am” (Exodus 20:2) – meaning He is the self-existent (has no beginning or end) eternal Creator of the universe. 

About the Trinity: There is one God and yet three Persons (Isaiah 45:5; Deuteronomy 6:4; James 2:19).

About Jesus: Jesus is fully God and fully man. He is not just an enlightened man. He is the God of the universe (John 1:1, 14, 18; 8:58; 10:30), and He is equal with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.

About the Bible: The Bible alone is the word of God. It is without error. It cannot and should not be added to or subtracted from (2 Timothy 3:16-4:4; Revelation 22:18-20). It backs up its claim as the word of God with accuracy, historical correctness, and fulfilled prophecy.

About the Afterlife: Those who trust in Christ alone as their only hope of salvation spend eternity in heaven; those who reject Christ spend an eternity in hell. (John 5:24-30; Revelation 20:11-15).

About Salvation: Every person born on this planet is born into sin, is destined for hell and needs a Saviour. Salvation is by faith in Christ on the basis of His death on the cross. Good works or self-denial have nothing to do with being saved (John 3:16-17, 36; 6:29, 47; Romans 4:1-5; Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5).
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What is a true disciple?
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Matthew 28: 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

What does ‘disciple’ mean? A study of the word that is translated into English as “disciple” yields some good information that will provide a base for studying what Jesus meant and how he applied the word. 

The word in Greek is transliterated mathetes (literally, the learning one) and is derived from the verb manthano which means “to learn”. It occurs about 264 times in the Gospels and Acts. It means ‘One who learns instruction from another‟ or a disciple is likened to an apprentice who learns from his master tradesman. He can also be likened to an imitator of his teacher.

Gleaning the information from the Greek words one finds that a disciple is a person that not only gains knowledge from the teacher but also acts upon it. It is sad to say that this basic definition already disqualifies many so-called disciples of Christ. Many people know much about what Jesus taught but never put it into action. 

So in essence, a disciple is one that learns from the Teacher and then acts upon it. This is very important. It is written in Matthew 23 (Jesus speaking): 

8 “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers.

We need to understand that a disciple follows and a disciple learns from the Teacher. The disciple never replaces the one true Teacher or takes the role of the teacher. Jesus remains our Teacher and our Lord. We must never assume the role of Teacher, but remain a follower in the service of our King and His Kingdom.

Matthew 28 is the mandate for all believers – firstly to become a true disciple and then to disciple others.  How do we disciple? Simple - follow the example of Jesus. The 12 disciples (later to be called Apostles for being special messengers) were constantly in His Presence, learning, watching, training and so grew into maturity and unity because of the example of Jesus. The names of the first 12 disciples of Jesus were Peter, James (the son of Zebedee), John, Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James (the son of Alphaeus), Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot. (Matthew 10:1-4 and Luke 6:12-16)

What has the Lord’s intent been since the birth of the Church? Discipleship! Not only to become a disciple (follower of Jesus) but to lead others to become a disciple of the Lord.

It is very important to understand that in essence, we are ALL disciples, regardless of our calling and regardless of our mandate. If you have been called to shepherd a flock, great, but you remain a disciple. If you have called to be a missionary, wonderful, but you remain a disciple.

Let us understand you never stop being a disciple because Jesus remains your master and Lord. Our first duty and calling is to be a disciple. Therefore one who keeps on following the Lord and keeps on learning and acting upon what we learn.

As we will also show in this study, there is no such thing as the clergy and laity. We are all disciples. We have all been called to follow and to learn from the Lord. Yes, we may have different callings, but as disciples, we are all called collectively to build the Kingdom of God.

Now, from the outset, it is important to remember:

•You do not become a disciple because of your theology training education. You are a disciple because you chose to follow Jesus as your Lord and Saviour.

•You are a disciple because you have accepted Jesus and follow Jesus, and you will never cease fundamentally to be a disciple

•A disciple follows only Jesus and the teachings and commandments of Jesus 

Again, it must be emphasised that you are a disciple of the Lord once you accept Jesus as your Lord and Saviour. You do not become a disciple once you have gone to Bible School or have obtained a degree in theology. If you believe and you follow Jesus, then you are a disciple. 

Now, we have mentioned the importance of FOLLOWING.

So then, what is the condition to follow Jesus?

OBEDIENCE REQUIRED

“IF YOU ABIDE IN MY word, you are My disciples indeed,” (John 8:31).

Not only is a follower of Christ to merely listen to the commands of God but to abide in His Word. The word translated as abide is also translated continue, dwell, remain, stand. This means that a disciple hears the word of the Lord, aligns himself with it, and then continues to stay in agreement with it. A true disciple is one that listens to the commands of Jesus and invests himself fully in the words of the Lord.

This is very important, for as we shall see later in this study, a disciple follows not a religion, or the ways of man, or the doctrines of man, or the traditions of a church or of a denomination, but a disciple follows Jesus only who is the Truth, Way and Life. In Matthew 6 we are reminded that we must first seek His Kingdom. This is what a disciple does – first seeking the Kingdom of God in obedience above all else.

GOD IS ABOVE ALL AND RULES OUR LIVES ABOVE ALL

A TRUE DISCIPLE NOT only abides in the word of Christ but has a different perspective on his relationships with family and Jesus himself. In reference to the family Jesus said, “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple,” (Luke 14:26). 

On another occasion, Jesus said in "Matthew 10: 34 Do not think that I have come to bring peace upon the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to part asunder a man from his father, and a daughter from her mother, and a [newly married wife from her mother-in-law -36 And a man’s foes will be they of his own household. 37 He who loves [and takes more pleasure in] father or mother more than [in] Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves [and takes more pleasure in] son or daughter more than [in] Me is not worthy of Me; 38 And he who does not take up his cross and follow Me [cleave steadfastly to Me, conforming wholly to My example in living and, if need be, in dying also] is not worthy of Me."

Jesus is quite clear from these statements that a disciple of His must not value any other relationship higher than their relationship with Him. If we value anything higher than Jesus then we walk in idolatry, for God should be worshipped and followed above all else. If any other human relationship takes pre-eminence than that person is not a true disciple. As Jesus said they are, “not worthy of me.” 

Consider also the following words: Luke 14:33: 33 So then, any of you who does not forsake (renounce, surrender claim to, give up, say good-bye to) all that he has cannot be My disciple. In this small statement, Jesus obliterates the idea that there is anything that a person could hold onto while pursuing Christ. 

As the Apostles did, leaving their nets, their financial security, their families, everything, and so do all that follow Christ. It says in Matthew 6:24 that a man cannot serve two masters. A disciple, therefore, leaves behind everything to follow the Master.

Jesus did command that every one that is to be a devoted disciple of His to put all relationships and possessions in second place to Him, but that is not all that is to be left behind. The disciple's own life is not to be held higher than Jesus Christ. “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it,” (Matthew 16:25). 

DENY YOURSELF

PROBABLY THE MOST IMPORTANT teaching that Jesus gave upon what it takes to be a disciple is written in Luke 14:27: Whoever does not persevere and carry his own cross and come after (follow) Me cannot be My disciple. This calls for dying with Christ—dying to the old attitudes of envy and strife and jealousy and anger and selfishness and pride, and turning to follow Jesus in the newness of life. 

When we make disciples we bid people to come and die to their old, destructive ways and to live for Jesus, who loved them and gave himself for them. 

A true disciple is one who has died to the self, who loves others, who strive to be like the Master, who places God first and who strives to be a humble servant.

TRUST AND FAITH

A TRUE DISCIPLE IS one who trusts and has faith in God. Faith is to believe God can, and trust is to believe God will act on His Word. A true disciple seeks the Lord’s guidance day and night, always willing to lay down the self to gain the glory of God.

BE A FOLLOWER

A BELIEVER SHOULD BE a follower. A believer should be a disciple. A disciple should be a follower and a doer of God’s Word, commandments, and teachings. A disciple walks in love, carries his cross, denies the self, lives for others, walks in Spirit and Truth, obeys, is faithful and strives every day to manifest God’s glory and holiness by turning away from wickedness and evil. A disciple follows God’s direction and guidance. A disciple is submitted unto God, seeking a path of manifested sanctification and glorification. 

BE LED BY THE SPIRIT: 

JOHN 3: 5 JESUS ANSWERED, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You  must be born again.’ 

For us to be effective disciples of God, we need to be led by the Spirit, for the Lord calls us to be worshippers in Spirit and Truth. We can do nothing without the Holy Spirit, who imparts wisdom, knowledge, counsel, understanding and strength to the disciple to fulfil the Great Commission.
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Mystery of the Trinity
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The mystery of the Trinity remains a hot topic in Churches these days.

There are doctrines out there that have been misunderstood, while there are doctrines that are blatantly deceiving and confusing. For hundreds of years, the concept of the Trinity has divided churches, and it still does, causing disunity and, sadly, alienation among believers. What remains clear is that despite making an attempt to lay a foundation of understanding the Trinity, we still are dealing here with a God that is beyond man’s intellectual capacity, rational thought, or sensory capabilities (try to explain faith rationally!).

So often we want to define God and put Him into a box according to our reason and philosophical outlooks, but the reality is we have been created by God so how can we really understand Him completely and utterly? We have the privilege of communicating with the Lord and having a relationship with Him, but His divinity is beyond our thoughts.

The Scriptures attest to the truth that His thoughts are higher than ours. The debate over the Trinity is really fuelled by man’s arrogance, thinking we can rationalise God. The concept that God is ONE yet three persons - not three Gods as some may think or even three manifestations at different times - is a concept that we really cannot fathom.

We read of how Jesus was baptised in water by John, but at the same time, the Holy Spirit came upon Him, and then the Father spoke out of heaven regarding His Son (Matthew 3). Yet to comprehend how this is possible, since God is ONE, will remain beyond our imagination or logic. Yet, this is who God is – ONE yet three in ONE. Even when it was written that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father was an image created by a fallible man who cannot comprehend the mystery of a God who is ONE, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is ONE and the same God but three persons.

What a mystery and an enigma! Sadly, because of man’s inability to really grasp this concept, we have floundered in our doctrines and explanations. Even the Jesus only doctrine has received much criticism, even though many who hold onto this doctrine simply state that Jesus is God, which is the truth, even though He is also declared as the Son of God, but they also acknowledge the Father and the Spirit. The fact remains that Jesus is God, as proven by many Scriptures such as John 1 and Colossians 1, to name a few. Saul, who became Paul on the road to Damascus, heard from heaven how Jesus is the Lord whom he had persecuted. Yet the Spirit is God – not another God or a separate God – but the same God. What an incredible God we serve! The mystery of the Trinity is reflected in the mystery of the human being. We are also spirit, soul, and body, yet we are ONE.

This is also how the











d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE

TRINITY

——— AND THES SN

BAPTISM

EQUNDARIONATESITOINES @ ESEEIEED TS CIPLE
JGXO






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





