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THE CALL OF CHRIST: (1) CALLED BY CHRIST (KARL SMITH)
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I was never much good at games. Every week in the winter months I would stand in line at school as captains picked their football teams, not really listening for my name since I knew it would be among the last to be called. I wasn't particularly bothered. I'd accepted fairly early on that football wasn't my thing. Nevertheless, it was always nice if my name was, say, the nineteenth to be called and I was not left until the very last!

If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, He has chosen you and called you by name. When you put your trust in Him, you stepped forward and accepted your place on His team. You are not a last resort. For reasons you'll probably never understand, you were the one He wanted, chosen in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him 1 Of course you had a decision of your own to make, to accept His offer of grace, but He had already chosen you, as shown in Jn 15:16:

"You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide...".

The purpose of the call and its place in the scheme of things is given in Rom.8:28-29:

And we blow that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might he the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

The purpose is underlined and the five steps by which it is achieved are in bold type. God is assembling a team of siblings for His Son, people who are allowed to become like Him. There is no higher destiny. Whom does He call to this wonderful transformation? Those whom He has predestined. And who are they? They are those whom He foreknew from His vantage point outside time. What happens after He has called them? He justifies them, declaring that they are righteous because His Son's righteousness qualified Him alone to bear the punishment on the cross for their unrighteousness. Then they are glorified, changed to reflect the moral glories of the Lord Jesus' character and given the hope of entering fully into all His glory in heaven. If you have a Christlike character, you will produce fruit, including the beautiful fruit of the Spirit that marked the Lord's own character, as listed in Gal.5. The work you do for Him will have lasting results that will never be erased from the lives you touch with the love of Christ. The articles in this series will point you to some of the purposes for which He has called you.

Think of the twelve apostles. They were among the many people fascinated by Jesus of Nazareth, but one day he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they came to him....so that they might be with him.2 How privileged they must have felt. Of course He had called them there to send them on a special and unique mission as apostles. Nevertheless, as we have seen from Ephesians, He calls you and me to be with Him, to spend time with Him, to be His disciples, to bear lasting fruit for Him in our lives. Notice, too, that there is a direction to this call: "1 chose you oat of the world" 3 If you are on the M6 motorway in England, driving towards Carlisle, you are necessarily driving away from Birmingham. The Lord Jesus has chosen you out of the world. If you have responded to that call, keep your back to the temptations of the world and your face towards the One who has called you.

Christian reader, you need never feel that your life has no value. Christ Himself has chosen you and called you for a purpose. You have something to get on with.

References: (l) Eph.1:4 (2) Mk.3:13,14 (3) Jn 15:19 

Bible quotations from ESV

For further study:

(1) Try to describe in your own words the sense of privilege and value that comes from considering the fact that we have been specifically called and chosen by Christ.

(2) How does this help us to keep our back towards temptation?
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THE CALL OF CHRIST: (2). CALLED TO JESUS (GREG NEELY)
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Whom do you resemble - mother, father, famous person, the dog? Are your features, your expressions, your mannerisms, your walk, your sense of humour so much like that person (okay, not the dog!) that others immediately notice the similarities? That's what the call to Jesus involves: looking and sounding and acting like the One who has called us to Himself.

The kind of speech that betrayed Peter just before he betrayed Jesus should clearly declare the person with whom we have been as well. 'Jehovah is salvation' -that is the meaning of the name 'Jesus'; a transliteration of the Hebrew name 'Joshua'.1 In incarnation, that is the name God gave His Son because that describes exactly why God was manifested in the flesh. No Jesus, no salvation - not only for Israel, but also for us! Without salvation through faith in Jesus, life is a few short years of vanity followed by an eternity of calamity. Not only so, but the life we now live in the flesh, good though it might be for many, cannot be experienced at its best. But Jesus came to show what the unsearchable God is like in terms humans can search out2 so that we believe on Him and look and act like Him.3

He has done His part perfectly and completely. We have been saved to the uttermost; that cannot get any better! So now what? Jesus said to His disciples: "...but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses...even to the remotest part of the earth".4 Like it or not, we are His witnesses. Being a witness does not depend on whether or not we open our mouths and declare what we have witnessed. We are witnesses de facto because we are saved. But what are we doing about our commitment to accurately and enthusiastically declare who and what we have witnessed? If we have truly seen Jesus, Jehovah our Saviour, hanging on a cross, bearing our sins in His own body; if we have truly accepted Him as Lord and Saviour; if we have truly appreciated His awesome substitutionary sacrifice for us, then in loving appreciation we will speak about what we know. And His Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, ignites the dynamic power within us to do what God wants us to do for Him.

Have you pledged your allegiance to Jesus? Implicitly, we have pledged allegiance to our country and its flag and political leader. By comparison, wonderful though those might be, they are nothing compared with the One who has purchased our pardon. At salvation, pledging allegiance to Him is what you were doing! As you were immersed in water when you were baptized, that is what you were doing! If you have missed one of those experiences, you know where to start. But have you given yourself fully to Him today? Being called to Jesus is not a religious, Sunday activity. He is not simply your focus on Sunday and a haze from Monday to Saturday. He is your life, your breath, your strength, your all. He demands no less; you can give Him no more. Too often we hear well-meaning teachers tell us that Jesus must be first in our lives. 

But that's not right! He must be our lives! He is not a priority. He is the fulcrum in our lives upon which all our priorities must hinge. No wonder Paul stated: For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain5 and...that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.6 No wonder Peter could exhort...but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.7 This is what is involved in our call to Jesus. He's anticipating not just a delightful meeting in the air when He comes. He is excitedly awaiting our meeting with Him today in His word, in conversation, in listening and communion, in meditation, in obedience, in choosing Him to follow today. Have you been in touch with Him?

The Holy Spirit infuses us with power at salvation. He did the same for the early disciples in Jerusalem. The fear and consternation in evidence in the locked upper room on the Sunday of His resurrection showed the weakness of men whose lives had been shattered by the death of the One they thought was their Saviour. The tears of Mary in the garden reveal the brokenness of her heart, and her words to the angels her confusion and sorrow: "...they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him" 8 Her grief caused her not to recognize Him when He stood before her. The two on the way to Emmaus had had such high hopes that this Jesus was the One who would redeem Israel. But those hopes had been dashed at His death - or so they thought until they recognized Him.

What a difference seeing Jesus in resurrection made to them! What a difference it can make to us as well! Yes, He died and was buried. Praise God for that. But He is alive! The One who calls us to Himself to imitate His character is not simply a historical figure to be known by literary scholarship. He is a living Saviour who communicates with us through the living Word so that, in devotion to Him, we may actually know Him, not just know about Him. The locked doors on Sunday in Jerusalem were wide open on Monday! The plaintiff cry of Mary to the angels became the ecstatic shout, "Rabboni!" to the Saviour. The dashed hopes of the two travellers became delightful hallelujahs as their eyes were opened to recognize Him. And what did they do with their new-found exuberance? They told other people about the One whose resurrection had completely thrilled them! And they did not even have the Holy Spirit indwelling them yet for almost another two months! We have Him resident within us. If we find it difficult to speak about the One to whom we have pledged our allegiance, perhaps we need to witness again His misery, His mercy and His majesty. When we marvel at His magnificence, we'll speak of Him in superlatives to others.

Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be.9 Do we look, speak and act like God's children? It's going to get better in immeasurable and incomprehensible ways! We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. How big a change is going to take place in you and me? Is there a hint now in our character and conduct of the wonder of that transformation to come? There should be! And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.' 10 Whose we are determines what we should be. For we have been called to a relationship, not a religion. We have been called to a person, the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father. 11 And that person is Jesus who came to show us God: He has explained Him. Because He has explained Him, shown Him to us so vividly in His life, we can explain Him to others in how we live and in what we say.

If your tongue is not like angels', 

If you cannot preach like Paul, 

You can tell the Saviour's goodness, 

You can say He died for all. 

If you cannot rouse the wicked 

With the judgment's dread alarms, 

You can lead the little children 

To the Saviour's waiting arms.

(Dr D March)

But we'll only do it in the power of the Holy Spirit when our lives and words are consistent with and passionate about the One to whom we have pledged our allegiance. Whom do you resemble today? You've been called to Jesus. Can others tell?

References: 

(1) W.E. Vine, An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (2) Jn 1:18 (3) Rom.8:29; Col.3:10 (4) Acts 1:8 (5) Phil.1:21 (6) Phil.3:10 (7) 2 Pet.3:18 (8) Jn 20:13 (9) 1 Jn 3:2 

(10)1 Jn 3:3 (11) Jn 1:18

Bible quotations from NASB

For further study:

(1) In what ways can we practically pledge our allegiance to Jesus?

(2) With a friend, compare notes about any hints you see in each other's character and conduct of the coming transformation (1 Jn 3:2)?

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

THE CALL OF CHRIST: (3) CALLED TO COMMUNITY (CRAIG JONES)
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He wasn't there - again! Despite otherwise full pews, the empty space just seemed to glare at him. Perhaps it was because the man who usually sat there had done so faithfully every week for as many years as the pastor could remember. How many weeks had it been empty now - two or three? He decided there and then that he must pay the man a visit that afternoon. He lived alone in a small cottage and as the pastor knocked on the door, it was opened almost immediately, as if the occupant were expecting a visit. After exchanging pleasantries they both sat down beside the open fire in the living room, which brought a welcome warmth to the situation. Nothing was said. They both just sat there, gazing into the vivid amber glow of the fire. It didn't even feel as awkward as the pastor had feared. 

After a few more minutes, he reached forward and took the tongs from the fireplace set and with them carefully removed a glowing, red hot ember and placed it on the hearth stone. Both men fixed their gaze on it, watching as its glow faded so that all that was left was a charred black coal. The pastor took the tongs and placed the coal back into the fire, where it immediately began to glow again, until it was once more red hot. Another minute or two passed, then the pastor got up and made his way to the door. The other man also got up and helped the pastor on with his coat. Not a word had been said since they sat down in front of the fire. As he was going out the door the pastor turned around to say goodbye, but, with tears in his eyes, the man simply looked at him and said, "Thank you so much for visiting and thank you for your fiery sermon. I'll see you back at church again next Sunday." 1

Paul Simon, of folk pop duo 'Simon and Garfunkel' fame, wrote a song in 1965 called I Am a Rock' and, for many fans of the duo, it is amongst their finest productions.

I am a rock,

I am an island.

I've built walls,

A fortress deep and mighty,

That none may penetrate.

Clearly written from some painful personal experience, the lyrics nevertheless have resonated with many people through the years, giving expression, some would say, to the increasingly insular, selfish, 'me-centred' attitude that characterises many societies, leading to a breakdown in community values. Comparison – or rather, contrast – is often made with the work of the Elizabethan poet John Donne, who wrote the following in 1624: No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, part of the main. If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less...2

From a biblical perspective, John Donne is much nearer the mark than Paul Simon, in giving expression to an essential aspect of human nature. The fact of the matter is, we were created by God to be inter-dependent, not independent. It's a foundational principle of human relationships, which was expressed way back in the Garden of Eden when God observed, "It is not good for the man to he alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him" 3 This sense of the need for companionship, and the value of 'being together', is a theme that is central to God's dealings with mankind. All His revealed purposes through Abraham to Moses were centred on the establishment of a community of believers who would come together in unity of heart and purpose - and in obedience to what God had said about how they should achieve that - in order to serve Him, in close relationship with Him and with each other. That community of believers was known as 'the people of God' and their direct relationship with God was clearly and repeatedly expressed in the Old Testament, when God referred to them as My people.

It's not in the least bit surprising, then, to find that same value and importance of 'community' given renewed emphasis in the New Testament, amongst those who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus went to great lengths to get that point across to His disciples in the hours just before His crucifixion, showing us the value He Himself placed upon it. In that upper room, He spoke about what those men would have to face after He was gone - the challenges, the trials, the heartache (Jn 13 to 17). He also revealed to them that they wouldn't be alone in it, that they would have His presence with them, through the indwelling Holy Spirit.4 And He also gave them a new commandment, which was to be a defining characteristic of this new community of believers, and which expresses the most basic unifying power that would achieve the Lord's vision; "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you...My this all men will know that you are My disciples" 5 

Those first disciples, and therefore those who subsequently believe through them, were called to be a community of believers, actively living out the things taught to them by the Lord, as they bore witness to His saving grace - and the underpinning of that community was a mutual love, a quality of love which is divine in origin and which found practical expression in their inter-dependence.6 They certainly took that new commandment to heart, as we observe them coming together for mutual support and encouragement in those days immediately following the Lord's ascension.7 

Out of love, they provided for each others' practical needs: All those who had believed were together and had all things in common...sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. Day by day continuing with one mind...taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God...And the Lord was adding to their number....8 When the expected persecution came, they supported each other in prayer.9 When problems came that threatened their treasured unity, they looked to one another for the answers.10 The love of the Lord both in terms of its origin and their sharing of it - was key to it all. Paul, Peter, James and John all highlighted its vital importance in their writings.11

You and I need each other. In our love for the Lord, in our faith, in our striving to live for Him, we need each other's support and encouragement - and that of our other brothers and sisters in the Lord. When we try to 'go it alone', or when we don't give priority to being with fellow-believers, the glow of our love, enthusiasm and commitment to the Lord will rapidly fade and grow cold. How often have you been encouraged by a fellow-disciple's joy in the Lord? How often have you received the sound, wise advice of an older Christian? How many times have you been helped and comforted through some difficult situation by the shared experience of another Christian? These examples, and many more besides, show how our inter-dependence is essential to our spiritual growth and development. A loving, supportive community is what the Lord has called us to - a unity of heart and purpose, which, following Christ's own example, does not merely look out for our own personal interests, but those of others as well.12 

And there is no room for a 'lowest common
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