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THE GÜLEN MOVEMENT: The Core Dynamics of Its Educational Model

​Preface

HUMAN BEINGS, THE FINEST fruit of the tree of creation, hold a distinguished position as the most honored of all creatures and as the vicegerent of God on earth. With these unique characteristics, humans are described as the “most noble of beings” (ashraf al-makhluqat). They have the capacity to learn, grow, and mature through proper education and cultivation.

However, if neglected, a human being can fall from a level that even angels admire to a state that even devil’s disdain. Given this dual potential, it is evident that methods for educating such a being cannot be determined arbitrarily or without careful consideration.

Each nation has unique cultural and historical dynamics that must be reflected in its educational models. The Gülen Movement’s Educational Model emerges as a proposal that draws on humanity’s shared experiences and cultural values. History demonstrates that while civilizations owe their rise to well-educated individuals, they are often destroyed by neglected or poorly educated ones.

As a nation, we have built civilizations that contributed to the peace and happiness of not only our own people but also humanity at large. Yet, when these civilizations collapsed, the destruction inflicted harm not only on us but also on other nations. While we take pride in our achievements, we deeply regret the devastations we caused. History, with its cycles of rise and fall, serves as a source of lessons and deserves serious reflection.

In this context, two critical factors have consistently shaped the fate of nations:


1-The inability to define oneself accurately,

2-The failure to comprehend and interpret the surrounding world properly.


Although reason and logic can assist in addressing these issues, they are not always sufficient on their own. This book aims to identify fundamental truths about human education and, based on these truths, propose an effective educational model.

The Core Approach of the Hizmet Movement’s Educational Model

ACCURATE CONCLUSIONS cannot be achieved without proper assessments. The Gülen Movement’s Educational Model prioritizes developing an educational philosophy grounded in the historical and cultural values of our nation.

Education is the most effective tool for sharing our values with the modern world and engaging with people from other cultures. In this regard, the Anatolian-Origin Educational Model forms the foundation of this work.

The term “Anatolian” does not merely refer to a geographical region but also embodies a local and national perspective. Projects like the Turkish Language Olympiads clearly demonstrate the feasibility and potential success of such a model.

Merging Local and Universal Perspectives in Education

THE LACK OF EMPHASIS on local elements within our educational systems has contributed significantly to the challenges our nation faces. However, there is no reason for despair regarding the future. It is evident that adopting and implementing an educational model deeply rooted in the values of the Anatolian people can yield positive outcomes in a short time.

When designing educational strategies, it is essential to analyze the realities of human nature accurately. Humans possess both spiritual (angelic) and physical (animalistic) attributes. A balanced approach that nurtures both dimensions without neglect is key to proper education.

Learning Lessons from History

OUR NATION HAS MADE significant contributions to past civilizations. However, it has struggled to fulfill its potential in the fields of science, art, and culture in modern times.

This shortfall highlights deficiencies in the education of individuals. Acknowledging mistakes is a virtue, and identifying and addressing these errors is a vital responsibility to avoid repeating them in the future.

Today, as a nation, we must ask ourselves some critical questions:


-Is our current position among the global community of nations truly reflective of our potential?

-What steps can we take to reach a better position?


This book seeks answers to such questions and offers actionable recommendations.

Acknowledgment and Final Words

I EXTEND MY DEEPEST gratitude to everyone who contributed to the preparation of this work. This book does not claim to be perfect but aspires to serve as a starting point. Effort is ours; success is from God.

A Footnote: This book occasionally uses the terms "Gülen Movement" and "Hizmet Movement" to describe the educational model inspired by the ideas and ideals of M. Fethullah Gülen. Similarly, we sometimes refer to this model as the "Anatolian Educational Model," as a reference to its origins. All these terms refer to the same concept. We wanted to include this clarification to avoid any potential confusion.

Hüseyin Kara

Ankara 2008- Sweden 2023
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1-THE ESSENCE OF HUMANITY

"TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT yourself, for you are the essence of the universe,
You are the pupil of the eye of all existence."
— Şeyh Galip
Human beings are created in the finest form, endowed with a nature that is inherently balanced and noble. However, in terms of potential, they are open to both good and evil. Among all created beings, humans uniquely possess the attributes of both angels and animals within their essence. This distinct structure is the foundation of the mission of stewardship (khilafah) that has been entrusted to humanity. Equipped with reason and free will, humans have the capacity to choose between the path of angelic virtue and the inclinations of animalistic desires.

If angelic traits are viewed as symbols of goodness and animalistic tendencies as symbols of evil, then humanity can be seen as a traveler navigating a path between these two extremes—stumbling, falling, and rising again. At this juncture, education emerges as an indispensable guide for humanity. Through education, which aims to channel humans toward goodness in alignment with their innate nature, the angelic qualities within individuals can be nurtured and brought to light. By offering reason and will the proper direction, humans embark on a journey of "learning and maturation" (taallum wa takammul), a process of achieving excellence through education and training.

The effectiveness of any educational model depends on how accurately the latent potential of a human being is identified. The more precise the understanding of human capabilities, the more successful the outcomes of the applied educational approaches will be. In cases where education fails, the primary cause often lies in the inadequacy or inaccuracy of the method employed. This is because only correct assessments and sound choices can lead individuals to the right results. This principle holds true not only in the natural sciences but also in the social and human realms.

The education of such a vital and significant being as a human cannot be left to chance or arbitrary methods. Nor can it be sacrificed to erroneous approaches. A poorly educated individual not only jeopardizes their worldly life but also risks their eternal happiness. No one should dare to take such a grave risk, nor should they have the right to do so.

Human beings, by their very nature, are created with a pure disposition. The primary aim of educational and training systems should be to preserve and sustain this inherent purity. Education serves as a protective shield, guarding individuals from the moral and spiritual pitfalls that could corrupt their essence during their journey through life.

As individuals reach the end of their temporal life, what enables them to embrace the afterlife not with regret but with joy is the upbringing they have received. Education holds a significant role not only in fostering worldly success but also in preparing individuals for eternal peace and fulfillment. Therefore, the education of humanity is not a matter to be treated lightly; it requires the utmost care and dedication.

**

2- WHAT DO WE UNDERSTAND BY HUMAN EDUCATION?

WHEN WE SPEAK OF EDUCATION, we consider the individual, within the framework of Anatolia’s rich values. Human beings stand apart from other creatures in that they grow and mature through learning (taallum ile tekemmül) and bear the title of "vicegerent" (halife) on earth. These unique attributes elevate the human being to a position of immense significance, both materially and spiritually.

As the final link in the chain of creation, humanity holds a special place: while it comes last in the sequence of creation, it ranks first in value and virtue. Humans embody both angelic qualities and animalistic tendencies, and their creation reflects a harmony between soul and body to accommodate these dual characteristics. The angelic side of humans naturally inclines toward goodness, while the animalistic side, representing the carnal self (nefs), inherently possesses a potential for evil. Thus, humans find themselves situated between these two opposing poles, striving for balance.

However, humans do not arrive in this world with a preexisting accumulation of either goodness or evil. They come into existence with a pure and untainted nature. From a spiritual perspective, one might even say that their moral education begins in the womb and continues throughout life, until their final breath. This makes humans unique as beings perpetually engaged in a process of growth and refinement.

The world into which humans are born is a challenging arena, filled with trials where the balance between good and evil constantly shifts. While humans possess a set of limited sensory faculties, they also harbor undefined yet immensely powerful internal emotions. Feelings such as ambition, desire, and anger (gadap) can overwhelm an individual’s inner world if left unchecked by a proper system of moral guidance.

Yet these very emotions, when channeled positively, can serve as tremendous sources of strength for humanity. This is much like the nature of fire: when controlled, fire provides warmth and light, proving highly beneficial. But if left unchecked, it can destroy everything in its path. Similarly, human education is fundamentally about guiding and regulating these internal forces to ensure they contribute constructively rather than destructively.

Education does not merely
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