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After Noah's flood, which was actually the Lord's flood, destroyed everything and almost everyone, enough to cleanse the earth of worldwide evil, God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded. In order for Noah and his family (which were Noah's wife, Noah's sons, and their wives) to return to a state of normalcy, God the Father had caused the springs of the deep and the floodgates of the heavens to be closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the sky.

And so the water receded steadily from the earth, and that is why the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. Those mountains were located near a place that would eventually be called Yerevan, Armenia: that is, the city of Yerevan in the country called Armenia. The first permanent settlers of Yerevan tried to come up with a name for the chief mountain of the Ararat mountain range, and so they decided to call its main mountain Mt Ararat.

After Noah's family left the boat that Noah built, Noah's family started generating generations of offspring, but that ship remained in the minds of men. Noah's sons - Shem, Ham, and Japheth - decided to live further away from where the ark landed, but Noah, because he was older and more traumatized, decided to be a man of the soil near the ark, and so he planted a vineyard about 300 yards from the location of the ark. That is where Noah and his wife lived. And so Noah lived 350 years after the flood.

Now the families that came about as a result of Noah's sons and their wives are as follows:

	the sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras - 	the sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah;

	the sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim (from these the coastland peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans, in their nations);



	the sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan - 	the sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah (whose sons were Sheba and Dedan), Sabteca, and Nimrod, and Nimrod was the first on earth to be a mighty man; Nimrod was a mighty hunter before the Lord, and that is why, when any man wanted to brag, he would say, “Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the Lord”; the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar, and from that land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and Resen between Nineveh and Calah (and it became known as a great city);

	Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim;

	Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites, afterward the clans of the Canaanites dispersed - and the territory of the Canaanites extended from Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha;



	to Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of Japheth, children were born; the sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram - 	the sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash;

	Arpachshad fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber; to Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg (for in his days the earth was divided), and his brother's name was Joktan; Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, Obal, Abimael, Sheba, Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan; the territory in which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the hill country of the east.




Then the confusion of tongues happened at the tower of Babel, and that caused mankind to be split up based on languages: because before the meeting at the tower, humans everywhere had 1 language and the same words. That event at the tower caused all humans to scatter in every direction from Babel, based on their language group, and there was a certain group of people who traveled toward the mountains of Ararat. The confusion of tongues at Babel happened 2,242 years before the birth of Christ. The heavy migration caused by that event at Babel made it possible for the mountains of Ararat to be settled in a more permanent way.

And so the men and women who decided to make the outskirts of Mt Ararat their home were known as the Shengavit Settlement. They started that settlement speaking the Armenian language. In that settlement there was a man whose name was Narek Adamyan. He was married. He had what today is called Lyme disease. That is what caused him and his wife to have to find a new place to live outside of the settlement: because his ailments made his neighbors very suspicious of him. His disease made him do things that made his neighbors wonder if they would get what he got. They no longer trusted him.

And every day since he was a child he had seen Noah's boat, delicately perched at the top of Mt Ararat in the distance. He was told by sages that the boat had not crumbled because Noah had built it so well, and because God's instructions on how to build it were so good. The locals considered that ark to be blessed and holy, an icon of the Old World - that is, the world that existed before the worldwide flood.

Looking at the ark from a distance made him think that he should go see if it was worth living in, that way he and his wife, named Shushan, could live in peace, away from the suspicious eyes of their neighbors.

He was not sure how he had acquired the disease, but many wise men in the area told him that it sounded like he had been bitten by a tick which caused the symptoms he was carrying.

Narek was a writer, and he spent most of his days in his writing room. He had just finished translating the Epic of Gilgamesh from the Akkadian language into the Armenian tongue. Because of his ailment he would move around the entire house because of his discomfort, as if he were a Hindu attendant in a temple, tending to different shrines: because of his bowel troubles caused by the tick bite, he would go from sitting on the toilet to resting heavily against the door where the family cleans their bodies, to staring at the sink where Shushan would wash the dishes. This would lead him to taking medicine which would cause him to shake his legs, stretch his arms, and scream with anxiety for at least 3 minutes. That was his way of dealing with the pain and the side effects of the medicine.
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Mt Ararat, the mountain that Narek walked towards when he decided to look for a new home.
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One day, he took the medicine and decided to walk to the ark to see what condition it was in, and to help him deal with the side effects and the pain in his muscles and bowels. As he got closer to the mountain he realized that the ark was not really at the top of the mountain - it just appeared that way from a distance. It was perched delicately on the edge of a cliff on the side of the mountain. He saw that the boat was sitting about halfway between the foot of the mountain to the top of the mountain. He was told by the sages who had lived in the settlement longer than he that the highest point of Mt Ararat was 16,854 feet above sea level: and when he got to the ark and calculated his height, he found that he was at about 8000 feet above sea level. Little did he know that there was a tribe of Incas living at an elevation higher than that almost halfway around the world.

He was amazed that he was finally seeing right in front of him the famed ark. Since there was no scroll existing yet that told him about the dimensions of the ark, he had to make his own measurements. That is why he brought his measuring stick and measuring rope. After walking up the ramp that led to the door of the ark, he first went to the top deck and after taking measurements from each level, he learned that the ark was 510 feet long, 85 feet wide, and 51 feet high. He could already tell that, with a little bit of interior decorating and repair work, this ark would be a great place to start a village. He was so ready to leave the settlement which gave him such a hard time.

He could see the pitch on the walls on the inside and outside. Some of the knowledge about this ark which had been passed down from Noah was that it was made of gopher wood, that it had rooms, and that there was a window. When the sun went down, he delighted in walking through the inside of the ark with his torch. He dreamed about how he would use the lower level, the second level, and the third level.

He spent the night in the ark and slept well on a bed of hay which had been left over from those days when Noah's animals had rested there. It was apparent that people had come through these floors before, removing anything of value.

And so, in the morning, he set out on his journey to go home. When he arrived at his home in the settlement, he was happy to tell his wife, saying, 'Shushan, I think that ark will be a good home for us. We might even turn it into a village of like-minded people.'

Shushan said, 'I like that idea, because I am tired of how these people treat us.'

So within 3 weeks, they had everything packed and they used their mules to travel to the ark. As they rode to their new home, they thought happily of the garden which they would start on the side of the mountain near the ark, where they would grow carrots, leafy greens, peas, broccoli, cauliflower - all vegetables that do well at such an elevation. They knew that Mt Ararat was a volcano, but they did not care, because they believed that the God of heaven and earth had guided them to this place, and that it was well-established that the mountain was dormant, that no one had ever seen volcanic activity coming from inside the mountain.

And they had another reason why they were glad to leave the settlement: they were tired of being close to Hindu immigrants. Hinduism was the oldest religion in the world for pagans, and many of its adherents had come to the settlement. Their presence in the settlement was like the torments which Lot would face long after Narek's existence. And besides that, Narek felt like his life in the settlement had become too sedentary; the ark life ahead would give him a chance to be more active physically. And the ark would make a great play place for the kids they planned to have, for they were a very young couple.

As they neared the boat, being the lovers of good spirituality that they were, they thought of all the wrong answers which were being given by the elders of the settlement, answers which had been prompted by questions given to the elders from the mouths of those who wondered about the Creator. The faith which Noah had passed down was being watered down more and more, and more and more Hinduism was entering the realm of holy faith, replacing elements of the sacred faith with the false teaching that there is a continuous cycle of life via reincarnation. That doctrine of reincarnation was convincing many that they had the right to rule over those who embraced the good traditions of Abel, Enoch, and Noah.

As they approached the door of the boat, he looked at his beloved wife and asked her what she thought, and she said, 'I think I am going to like it.'

They kissed, and then found a room for the night.

In the morning he felt a feeling that was hard to describe, the typical feeling he got sometimes from the dreaded tick disease, like there was something under the surface of his flesh. Sometimes he felt like he was developing a heart condition because of it. He felt as though his body was full of an entanglement of toxic and dangerous threads. His doctor in the settlement had told him that part of his illness and the treatment of it would involve a transient phenomenon of spiral-shaped bacteria, and that was the entanglement that he was feeling: causing sudden flares of symptoms, because his body was having a battle inside. This is what made him feel that he was having a heart attack sometimes, what he came to know as apparition heart attacks. Narek kept complaining about chest pain that felt real, but when doctors looked into it they felt like he was hallucinating.

In the settlement he ended up seeing the doctor so much that the doctor pulled his wife to the side one day, secretly, while Narek was busy with therapy, and told her, 'I think your husband should seek emotional help, because these symptoms he says he is experiencing just do not seem to be real.' Yes, the doctor was starting to think that Narek was crazy. When she shared this with Narek, he started to wonder if the doctor was right. This made Narek look at his own life more closely. He knew people saw him as one who had a writer's temperament: meaning he was peaceful, introspective, observant and thoughtful most of the time, which meant this opened him up to the strong possibility of suffering from stress in a very flamboyant way. But Narek also saw that as God's gift to him too; self-doubt - one's uncertainty of self - was a great door toward experiencing God's confidence.

As time went on with the illness, Narek found himself believing in himself less and less, and that contributed to his decision to move toward the ark, almost as if he were traveling toward a giant coffin in order to wait there for an early death. But what he did not fully know was that this was the sovereignty of God at work, and it was God the Son in particular, knocking at the door of Narek's heart, the Son who was not ready to be revealed to the world as the Lamb of God.

Narek knew that there was so much that doctors did not know about the body. And Narek had enough knowledge to know that God was deeply involved in the process of helping a person know himself, even though the process felt so slow.
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Mt Achkasar in Armenia.
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