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The Consolidated Laws of Santa
 
R.L.C. (Revised Laws of Clause) 2025
 
Chapters 1 to 3 and 4 … and 5.
 
 
 
 
Chapter One: The outside laws
 
Mail: It's against the law to open other people's mail. So when kids send letters to Santa, parents beware: Don't open the letter. Advice: Have your kids write one letter to Santa with a "cc" to you. The added benefit is that the kids learn all about carbon copies.
 
Toys: If Santa’s elves manufacture defective toys, he will have to replace the particular item at no charge unless they are given on an “as is” basis. If he subcontracts their manufacture, then Santa can pass on liability to the manufacturer. Advice: a warning label printed in bold letters that these gifts carry no warrantee or liability. Alternatively by publicizing this fact, everyone is warned that Santa in doing his or her (we’ll leave that one alone) best and leaves it to parents to fix any subsequent problem.
 
Landing on your roof: If you put up a tree (real or fake) and stockings (real or fake) you've invited Santa onto your property. I think the legal term is an invitation to treat. In any event, Old Saint Nick is not, as a result, trespassing or breaking and entering. Charges will not be laid. If you put out carrots (organic or not) for the reindeer, they are, by that simple act, allowed onto your roof. If your roof is unsafe or not strong enough to support Nick, his sleigh and his reindeer you may be held responsible. If you have one of those satellite dishes please ensure that there are no loose wires and that the dish is suitably lit or marked with reflective tape. Advice: Inspect your roof to limit your liability because Santa doesn't want any surprises. He also has an excellent team of lawyers ready to sue.
 
Seeing Santa: If you stay awake and see Santa in your home, then all conditions and warrantees are automatically waived. All liability is engaged. All coupons are cancelled. Unless there is a compelling reason for being awake, Santa in his sole and absolute discretion may still leave you with a gift which gift is provided on an as is basis. Advice: Stay in bed. We'll talk about seeing Santa kissing Mommy another day.
 
Poop: In those areas where bylaws exist, Santa will scoop after his reindeer poop since Santa is a law abiding citizen unlike some unnamed neighbours whose dogs we all know run unchecked. In any event there is good authority to the effect that reindeer poop is a good substitute for chemical law fertilizer. Advice: Leave extra large garbage bags beside the tray of cookies for reindeer use only. If you are lucky to be left with a bag or two, consider sharing.
 
 
 
 
Chapter Two: The outside and in laws
 
Travel: With a new focus on world events, we all have to carry ID, preferably a passport when we travel. What is Santa who travels extensively, to do? With a little investigation, we've determined that Santa is a Canadian given the location of his workshop. So, Santa will comply with all laws and carry a Canadian passport.
Food: There is an old law called "The Food Stuffs Act". The relevant part reads as follows: "No person moral or otherwise shall allow any other person, moral or otherwise, to stuff their turkey, beast or fowl, lest they injure themselves, their turkey, beast or fowl." Advice: If you can't stuff it, order in. 
Food (part two): If the milk and cookies are defective you may be held responsible unless Santa knew or ought to have known that the milk was sour and should not have been ingested. If you serve Santa anything with alcohol, you must first obtain a license from the appropriate authorities and may be held liable if Santa drinks and drives. Of course Santa would never ever do such a thing but make sure that the kids don't spike the milk. Soy products are an acceptable substitute and if you serve eggnog, serve it without the nog. Advice: leave any beverage in an unopened carton by the chimney.
 
Decorations: It's against the law to let your lawn fall into disrepair or to have noxious weeds on your property. Some scholars suggest that this law may apply to your dry Christmas tree or Hanukah bush. Also, mistletoe is noxious and poisonous. Advice: Water regularly, and no kissing.
Wrapping paper: It's against the law to burn waste paper unless you are a licensed facility. So after the presents are opened, don't burn the wrapping paper. Advice: Fold the used paper into neat 2x4 pieces, glue the 4 inch strips to make 8 foot strips and use them on those long winter days with the kid’s home from school, to make curtains. 
Walkways: As a homeowner it's your obligation to keep your walkways clean and ice free. Advice: I understand that the military has some WWII vintage flame throwers for trade ... they're also looking for some submersible vehicles that don't leak.
Elves: Remember, Elves are not under any circumstance to be called little people and given their size, they are subject to minimum wage acts. And remember, given their stature, don't pay them under the table.
 
 
 
Chapter Three: The laws of physics*
 
Visits: According to Unicef, there are about 2 billion children in the world. Since Santa only appears at homes with Christmas decorations, this reduces his workload to about 600 million children. At an average of 1.5 children per household, we’re talking of Santa visiting about 400 million homes.
 
Timing: Santa has about 24 hours of Christmas given the 24 different time zones. With 400 million homes, this means .0002 seconds per home. Put another way, this means 80,000 visits per second.
 
Work: During this time he has to guide his sleigh to atop your roof avoiding satellite dishes, hop out of the sleigh, go down the chimney, distribute the presents, fill the stockings, eat a snack, drink some milk or eggnog, get back up the chimney, get back into the sleigh and move on to the next house. We give him no time to do what every traveler has to do at every pit stop.
 
Circumference: The circumference of the earth is 24,000 miles. We don’t need that statistic. I just thought I’d throw it in.
 
Speed: The earth’s land mass is 57,500,000 square miles. Assuming that the 400 million households are evenly distributed around the world, a very wrong assumption but one that will serve our purpose, Santa will travel .14 miles per household. With 24 hours to work with, Santa’s sleigh has to travel at 146,412 feet per second. The speed of sound is 1,116 feet per second. Santa will break the sound barrier several times on Christmas Eve but no speed tracking device will be able to measure his speed thus avoiding a messy court battle of experts.
 
Weight: Assuming each child gets a 2 pound present, the sleigh has to carry 1,200 million pounds. Conventional reindeer can pull 300 pounds. Santa’s reindeer can pull 10 times their weight. Santa will need 4,000 reindeer.
 
Burn: Speed and weight create heat residence. The lead pair of reindeer will absorb energy units called “joules” (a useless piece of information that I obtained in doing my research). In simple terms, without doing any math, I can tell you that the reindeer will be
	A new car. Who amongst you doesn’t wish for a new set of wheels. I know it’s asking a lot, but that muffler sound is bothering the neighbours and is polluting the environment. Either a new car or money to fix your 1967 vehicle.

	A new house. I know this too is asking a lot but it should be a lesson that buying a house built in the 1800’s is far too costly for your budget. From now on it’s either something newer or rent an affordable place.

	A new partner. Yes I know it’s gonna be tough starting over and training the newbie to close the damn toilet lid, but it’s time to move on. Now the only way this will work is if Santa includes all related fees from the divorce to the moving company.

	So this is a start. I leave the rest blank for you to complete as you drink your nog.
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