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INTRODUCTION BY BRYAN KONIETZKO 




O 




ne of my main motivators for co-creating a fantasy world 




was to have the chance to work on a project where we 




would get to make a bunch of epic landscapes. As a landscape 




painter, I was just as interested in a world as I was in the stories 




happening in it. And just as interesting to me were the animals 




inhabiting that world. Most of the initial drawings I did that led 




Michael DiMartino and me to create 

Avatar: The Last Airbender 




were of animals. In that period, the only human that would pop 




up in my drawings was the little bald “air shepherd” monk kid 




who later became Aang. Everything else was a six-legged bison- 




manatee, a spotted bat-lemur, an otter-penguin, a polar bear–dog, 




a hog-monkey. All 

hybrid 

animals. Based on the animals of our 




world, just . . . combined. 




There is, of course, a long history in mythology of creating 




hybrid creatures, such as the gryphon in Greek mythology 




or the Chinese dragon (which is something of a hybrid ani- 




mal, described as having parts from a stag, a camel, a snake, 




a carp, an eagle, a cow . . . a bunch of fun stuff). As a kid, 




anytime I came across one of these legendary hybrid crea- 




tures in mythology or contemporary fantasy, my imagination 




was stirred. Opus—a large-nosed penguin who gets mistaken 




for a puffin, from the comic 

Bloom County 

by Berkeley 




Breathed—kick-started a long stretch in middle school 




where I would exclusively draw animal hybrids. I was in 




such a groove with it back then that years later, when Mike 




and I set about creating an animated series, I picked right 




up where my middle-school self left off and started drawing 




hybrid animals again. It wasn’t even a conscious decision. 




It was just so liberating to take a break from drawing for 




work to draw for myself again, whatever I wanted. I felt like 




that same middle-schooler as I imagined what the kid with 




the arrow on his head, in the clouds with his herd of flying 




manatee-bison creatures, was up to. What was his world like? 




What other cool animals were in it? What kinds of stories 




would happen in this world? How would he and his animal 




friends play a part in that story? 




So, before Mike and I had Katara, Sokka, Zuko, and Toph, we had 




Appa, Momo, and Naga. Those were the initial building blocks of 




the 

Avatar 

world. The hybrids I tended to come up with featured 




two animals that had, to me anyway, a similar vibe. Even if they 




were far apart as species, there was something about a manatee 




that reminded me of a bison. Putting them together made a 




certain kind of fantastical, mythical sense to me. I wrote the 




following in Dark Horse’s 

Avatar: The Last Airbender—The Art 




of the Animated Series, 

and it’s all still true and I can’t express it 




any better, so I’ll plagiarize myself: 





Even though Appa and Momo were conceived as hybrid 




animals, I never really planned on calling them a “bison- 




manatee” or a “lemur-bat.” To me, this is just how bison and 




lemurs appeared in our fantasy world. However, the writers 




really grabbed hold of the whole hybrid-animal concept and 




ran with it. Every episode, they tried to outdo themselves with 




the weirdest combinations possible, or made jokes within the 




episodes about the phenomena. Personally, I think it got out 




of hand (particularly in the case of the pig hybrids)! I just 




wanted some cool, unique-looking creatures based on real- 




world animals, but the writers and fans seemed to be having 




too much fun with the concept to spoil it. 




And now, many moons later, we have this lovely book, written 




by John O’Bryan—one of the very talented writers we worked 




with on 

Avatar 

who came up with many of the hybrid animals 




in this book, along with me, Mike, and the rest of the writers 




and artists on the crew—featuring beautiful illustrations by a 




group of awesome artists, wonderfully art directed by Christie 




Tseng and Nancy Tsai at Avatar Studios. Hopefully some 




imaginative kid will pick up this book, like I did all those years 




ago with the Dungeons & Dragons 

Monster Manual, 

and be 




inspired to create their own world, stories, and creatures. 




Bryan Konietzko 




November 11, 2024 
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The following text was written by a young Avatar Aang 




and donated to the Earth King’s library in Ba Sing Se. 
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D 




omesticated. 

That’s a word for something that lives with 




or around humans. Most animals are definitely 

not 




domesticated—they see people as annoying or dangerous or 




delicious. But over the centuries, some animals have slowly 




warmed up to people and have adapted to life with us. Some of 




them have even become essential to our daily lives. 




DOMESTICATED 




ANIMALS 




CHAPTER ONE 




ART BY JULIA SCHLEICHER 
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ANIMAL 




BEST PALS 




A lot of people have an animal friend who 




completes them. Here are a few of the pets 




and familiars I’ve met over the years . . . 
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