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The Goal of Control - Do you get frustrated with someone who does not listen to your advice and continues to make the same mistakes? Are you frustrated because your friend ends up in drama? Your young adult son or daughter is making wrong choices, and you feel powerless. Then you need the Devotion for Motion solution! Read solution-driven devotions such as The Goal of Control, Ready, Steady, Go! Overcomer or Overwhelmed? Gideon's Mission Impossible, Take Away the Stone, and many more devotions to spark motion! 

Devotion for Motion is not a manual; it’s an invitation. It whispers, “Come, let’s walk this path together.”

The devotions can also help you with the following: 

Revival: Rediscover the fire that once burned bright. Revival is a heartbeat away.

Evangelism: Share your faith authentically, as Jesus did.

Assurance: These devotions remind you of God’s unwavering love.

These devotions lift weary spirits. Reminding you that faith is a journey—a beautiful, transformative journey.

The Devotion for Motion series ignites motion in the Lord’s Service: Imagine your church community moving together—serving, loving, and impacting lives. These devotions fuel that motion.

As a pastor, shepherd, or mentor, equip your congregation with these devotions. They’ll find practical wisdom for daily living.

These devotions mesh with campus bible groups, main church services, camps and retreats, conferences, and adult classes.

So, fellow pilgrim, grab your coffee, open your heart, and let’s journey together. The heroes of old beckon, and the timeless themes await. 

Devotion for Motion—because faith is meant to move. 

What People are Saying:

"Each devotion feels like a personal conversation with a wise mentor. The stories of biblical heroes are so vividly presented that I felt I was journeying alongside them."— Sophie Greene, Australia.

"This series has reignited my spiritual zeal. The Pilgrim Preacher weaves timeless biblical truths into practical lessons that motivate and inspire."— Robert Mendez, California.

​​​​The Devotion for Motion Series: full-text messages to be read to an audience to spur to heartfelt action. 

​​​​The Pilgrim Preacher’s Ready-to-Read Bible Messages provide practical, neat, professionally formatted subjects that are easily remembered. The content captures a Christian perspective and is credited theology, which has been tested in both the auditorium and classroom. The devotions cover subjects in both Testaments of the Bible.​

​​​​​

Get each book in the series and engage your congregation in the themes of revival, evangelism, and assurance.

​​​​​

Visit the official website: 

www.pilgrimpreacher.weebly.com

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​The Goal of Control
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1 Corinthians 10:1 to 6. Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our forefathers were under the cloud and all passed through the sea; and they were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and they all ate the same spiritual food; and they all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. But with many of them, God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we should not crave evil things as they also craved. 

Here, we see that the word “all” is used several times in this passage: they all passed through the sea, they were all baptized to Moses, they all ate the same spiritual meat, and they all drank the same spiritual drink. All of these people who came out of Egypt had the same opportunities, and they all shared the same experience: they were all baptized by passing through the waters, they all ate the same spiritual meat, and they all drank the same spiritual drink. Then the passage says many were overthrown in the wilderness because of lust. God was not pleased with many of them due to discontentment. 

In this devotion, The Goal of Control, we are addressing situations you can control and those you cannot. They all had the same experience, followed the same path, and had the same opportunities to move forward and enter the Promised Land. Very few took this opportunity to enter the Promised Land, while many did not. Some made use of it, but many did not. 

All of us have a gift for exercise; all of us have a plan from God in our lives to fulfill, and we are all on level ground. The ground at the Cross is level: no one stands any higher; no one stands any lower. The ground at the Cross is level. The resurrection side of the Cross is equal ground. No one stands higher than you, and you stand no higher than anyone else. If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creature; old things have passed away, and behold, all things have become new. 

Every pilgrim has the same opportunity to utilize their Christian life and exercise their gift. Every Christian has the chance to be filled and anointed with the Holy Ghost. Every Christian has the same opportunity to be a soldier. Every Christian can enter that place of spiritual rest. Every Christian has the opportunity to reach a higher plane: some will take advantage of it, while others won’t. 

Sometimes, when you find yourself in a shouting match, you long for the ability to hurry, change, or control the decisions of others. You might wish you could compel them to embrace a blissful Christian existence, attend church services, and study their Bible. It’s easy to feel frustrated and discouraged, and you might sense your spirit waning. This experience is common for ministers, deacons, and church teachers. When you don’t see others taking advantage of the opportunities God has provided, frustration can easily set in. That frustration may escalate to anger, leading to resentment, and ultimately resulting in apathy. Such a cycle of emotions for a church leader is unfortunate and regrettable. This emotional turmoil in a dedicated church member can derail both themselves and those around them. 

Moses experienced a range of emotions during his interactions with the people in the wilderness. Do you recall when Moses struck the rock with his rod in anger? Think about the serious consequences of his hasty action. This devotion will assist us all by offering principles to help us manage this issue of control.

Allow the author to tell a personal story. On one of my many outreach missions, I crossed the Mangakino Dam bridge. I walked and stood on that Dam bridge. On one side, the rushing, turbulent waters poured down the river into the turbines, and everything looked rough on that side of the Dam. As I looked, I saw the river waves splashing over the rocks. I observed the upheaval as the water approached the Dam gates. Then, I walked to the other side of the Dam bridge and saw a completely different scene. The other side of the Dam was serene and calm. There was a lake that glistened in the sunshine, looking beautiful and peaceful. 

And you know, that's a bit like the Christian life. There are two sides of the same bridge that a Christian can choose to focus on and walk. You can look at other people and try to make them fit into your model. When they resist, you might feel frustrated, angry, and discouraged. You could try to force adult peers to do things, and you could be like that river flowing down to the turbines. There is turbulence and upheaval. You can get worked up and stress yourself out. 

Or you can be the Christian who learns to control the things that you can control. Like a tranquil lake scene, you have a peace that passes understanding. You allow the Divine to heal, prod, and change others. You trust Deity to handle those shaky situations. You know you can't change things by force. The universe's way is one of flow. Nature's way involves time and flow in relation to growth and maturity. Let go and let God.

You can change things through prayer! Remember the father’s action when his younger son came and asked for his inheritance to leave home. The father didn’t restrain his son in a chair. He didn't force his adult son to stay. He offered words of advice, gave his son the choice, and prayed for him. The son went away for a long time to a distant country. The father prayed for his son to find his senses. Every day, the father prayed for his son to be safe and loved. When the prodigal son returned home, the father saw him coming from far away and ran to welcome him back. What was lost was found again. The father understood that life involves the factors of time and flow. He focused on what he could control.

Malachi 3:6. For I am the Lord, I change not. This verse speaks of God’s character, his morality, and his nature. He does not change. He exists above and beyond the human concept of time. Time does not alter him or diminish him. People cannot control God. Sometimes, when Christians pray, they demand to be heard and answered according to their desires for their own self-interest. They ask God to give and do things that contradict his own character and morality. We cannot change who God is to fit our whims. We cannot pray for outcomes that offend his nature. We cannot compel God to act according to our timing and plans. You know, we cannot do that. 

But we can pray to a compassionate God. When your heart aligns with His, He will grant your heart's desires. If you wish to pray for your teen, your spouse, or anyone else with empathy, then the Lord will hear and respond positively to your affirmation. You cannot change an adult's habits through force, but you can influence them through prayer, positive persuasion, and encouragement. Let us also remember the importance of being a positive role model for others to emulate. 

First Samuel chapter one tells the story of a woman named Hannah. She was barren and unable to conceive a child, which left her distraught. Another woman in the household chose to taunt Hannah, saying, "You are useless. You can't have children. You are no good. God doesn't bless you. God doesn't love you." 

This abuse happened frequently. It really got Hannah down. And you know, sometimes in our lives, other adults tell us that we are no good and that we can't do certain things, which sets limits for us. We must be careful not to let other adults impose limits on us, especially if they are mocking us. Hannah fell to her knees in desperation at a temple and prayed, saying, "God, I know that this is not an impossibility to you. I know you can do this, and I am beseeching you to give me a child. I feel it is in tune with your will. Please give me a son. If you give me a son, I'll dedicate that son to you in sacred service for all the days of his life." 

This is what we are discussing here. First, you cannot control your peers' habits. Second, be cautious not to let others set limits for you and say, "Well, this is not going to happen" or "that's not going to happen." Go to prayer and see what God can do.

An amazing story illustrating our point is David arriving at the encampment and hearing Goliath's rants, the Philistine warrior. David came to check on the battle, only to discover that it wasn't happening. He wondered why. David walked among his brothers and the ranks of soldiers, who all had the same opportunity to go out and fight Goliath. They all had that chance, but they didn't take it. Out of fear, they limited themselves. David asks, "Well, is there not a cause? Why isn't somebody taking this opportunity to shut Goliath up?" David could not control the emotions, anxieties, and desires of the other soldiers. He couldn't force anyone to go and fight. So, he concludes, "I will go and fight with this Philistine." 

David’s older brother accused him of grandstanding and belittled him in front of the troops. David says, "Now what have I done?" Then he went to King Saul, and Saul said, "You are not able to go out and fight against this Giant. You are a youth, but he is a man of war. But if you go, put on my armor." David tries on the armor and then takes it off because it does not fit, and David has never proven this armor before. But David did know how to use a slingshot. 

Other people may set limits for you and tell you that you can't do it. You can't do this. You can't do that. It seems impossible. When that happens, focus on controlling the aspects that are within your control. Rest in the everlasting arms of God and pray that
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