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The Italian Alphabet
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There are 21 letters in the Italian alphabet — 5 vowels and 16 consonants. 

Letters j, k, w, x, and y are missing as they are only used in foreign words.

Letter  Pronunciation 

A  ah  

B  bee  

C  chee  

D  dee  

E  eh  

F  ehf-feh  

G  gee 

H  ahk-kah

I  ee

L  ehl-leh

M  ehm-meh

N  ehn-neh

O  oh

P  pee

Q  koo

R  ehr-reh

S  ehs-she

T  tee

U  oo

V  vee

Z  tseh-tah

Foreign letters

Letter  Pronunciation 

J  ee-loon-gah 

K  kah-pah 

W  doh-pee-ah-vu

X  eeks

Y  eep-see-lon

Task:

Spell your first and last names in Italian. 
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The Golden Rules of Italian pronunciation


[image: image]


	Theory

	Examples


	1. Forget English reading rules 😊

	

	2. All letters of the word are to be spoken out distinctly. 

	sinceramente (sincerely)


	3. Spoken Italian does not have neutral vowels.

	temporaneo (temporary)


	4. There is no aspiration.

	minuta (minute), tempo (time)


	5. In most cases letters including vowels are pronounced as they are.

	tavola (table), uomo (man), donna (woman)


	6. The Italian letter c is pronounced like [k] in “Kate” when it's followed by a, o, or u.

	casa [kaza] (home)

cosa [koza] (what)

cucina [ku-chi-na] (kitchen)



	7. When c is followed by e or i it is pronounced like the [ch] in “children”.

	centro [chen-tro] (center)

città [chee-tah] (city)


	8. The Italian letter c in its combination with h is pronounces as [k].

	che [ke] (that)

chi [ki] (who)


	8. The Italian letter g is pronounced like the [g] in gas when it's followed by a, o, or u. 

	gatto [gatto] (cat)

gola [gola] (throat)

guerra [guerra] (war)



	9. When an Italian g is followed by e or i, however, it's pronounced like the [j] in “jet”.

	gennaio [jennaio] (January)

giovedì [jiovedi] (Thursday)


	10. The Italian letter g in its combination with letter h is pronounced as [g].

	Lamborghini [Lamborgini] (Lamborghini)


	11. The Italian letter g in its combination with letter L is not pronounced.

	sbaglio [zbalio] (mistake)


	12. The Italian letter s is pronounced as [z] if it is followed by a voice consonant.

	sbaglio [zbalio] (mistake)


	13. The Italian letter s is pronounced as [s] if it is followed by a voiceless consonant.

	spesso [spesso] (often)


	14. When the combination of letter sc precedes one of the hard vowels a, o, u or a consonant, the letters are pronounced [sk] as in "skate". 

	scala [skala] (stairs)

scoprire [skoprire] (discover)

scuola [skuola] (school)


	15. When sc precedes a soft vowel e, i, the combination is pronounced like English's [ʃ] as in "ship". 

	effervescente [eferveʃente] (effervescent)


	16. When the [sk] pronunciation is needed in front of e or i, h is added: sch.

	schiena [skiena] (back)


	17. Italian letter z is pronounced 

pronounced like a [ts] sound in the middle of words and when doubled. 

	situazione [see-too-ah-tsyo-neh] (situation)


pizza [peeh-tsah] (pizza)  



	18. At the beginning of words, z is pronounced like a [dz] sound. 

	zio [dzio] (uncle)


	19. The combination of letters gn between vowels is pronounced as soft [n’].

	bagno [ban’o] (bath)



ITALIAN PRONOUNS IO, NOI, TU, VOI, LUI, LEI, LORO 

	English

	Italian

	Notes


	I

	io

	

	we

	noi

	

	you

	tu

	single, informal


	You

	Lei

	single, formal, 

always capitalized


	you

	voi

	plural


	he

	lui

	

	she

	lei

	

	they

	loro
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INTRODUCING ONESELF
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Watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UD4RQGjUBL8

Write down the new Italian vocabulary with its English equivalents from the video and learn it by heart.
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