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    For Naomi. Without you, this study would not have been written. You will always be my girl.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "I believe the Bible is the best gift God has ever given to man. All the good from The Savior of the world is communicated to us through this Book."–Abraham Lincoln 
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The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
—Proverbs 1:7
Isn’t it wonderful to know that we can have wisdom and knowledge if we seek God? He has not hidden His word from us. We have it at our fingertips. Fearing God is the beginning of knowledge, and His word lights our path (Psalm 119:105). Let us never be the fools who despise wisdom by refusing God.

Ask yourself:

Am I choosing God?

How can I apply God’s word to my life? (Be actionable!)

Choosing someone to teach about God will help you grow. Sharing God’s word is one of the best ways to deepen your own study.

Take time to make notes about your study plans and consider who you can teach about God.
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When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;
Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:
—Proverbs 2:10–11
Wisdom and knowledge preserve us when we apply them. It is not enough to know what the Bible says; we must live out what we have learned. When we do, our lives are transformed into what God desires for His people. God’s word is our shield and defense (Ephesians 6:10–20), but it is of no benefit to us if we are not actively using it.

Ask yourself:

Am I searching God’s word?

Set aside a specific time each day to study. Consistency is key to spiritual growth—be consistent!

Brainstorm ways to make your Bible study more successful. How are you going to share what you learn? Set a goal for this month.
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In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.
—Proverbs 3:6–7
God will direct us if we allow Him to. Are we resisting His guidance? At times, we may fail to recognize God working in our lives through His word and His providence. Yet God remains in control. We do not need to fear or worry. Instead, we are instructed to cast our cares upon Him (I Peter 5:7).

Ask yourself:

Am I trusting in God?

How can I trust God more?

Count your blessings. Take a few moments to reflect on the ways God has blessed you. Make a list of how God has shown His love in your life.
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But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
—Proverbs 4:18
God wants us on the path He has laid out for us. We must evaluate ourselves and apply the word of God to ensure that we are staying on track. Even the apostle Paul had to buffet his body daily (I Corinthians 9:27). When we apply God’s word, our futures are secure. Isn’t it wonderful to know that we can be assured our home is with God and that one day we will experience that perfect day?

Ask yourself:

What path am I on?

Are my eyes set on Heaven?

Be joyful. Your path ahead is bright. Consider ways you can create joy in yourself and in others. Remember to take time for yourself so you will have the energy to care for those around you. List things you enjoy, and look for ways to share them with your family and friends.
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Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth.
Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times;
and be thou ravished always with her love.
—Proverbs 5:18–19
Love is beautiful, and marriage is honorable. God desires a husband and wife to enjoy a loving and intimate relationship. Whether we are currently married or hope to be someday, we must understand what truly loving our spouses involves. We cling to them, share our dreams, pray for them, and show them honor. Faithfulness and deep affection should always characterize our marriages.

Ask yourself:

Am I working on my relationship with my spouse or praying for my future spouse?

Do I show my love through my actions, not just my words?

List ways you can demonstrate love to your spouse. In what areas can you improve?
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