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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for a decade to every level and type of student, including every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I'm living in Vancouver and teaching English to a variety of students.

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed the CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer teaching advice. I hope that you find this book useful and would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have (jb.business.online@gmail.com). 

If you want more ideas, games, tips and tricks for teaching English, be sure to join my email list: www.eslspeaking.org/subscribe.

Jackie Bolen around the Internet

ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen)

Instagram (www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen)

Pinterest (www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking)

If you're reading this book, you might be interested in some of my other best-selling ones. You can find them wherever you like to buy books.


−  39 No-Prep/Low-Prep ESL Speaking Activities for Teenagers and Adults

−  ESL/EFL Teaching Practice and Methodology

−  67 ESL Conversation Topics with Questions, Vocabulary, Writing Prompts & More
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​How to Use this Book
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These debate topics are designed for teenagers, university students, and adults. They assume a basic knowledge of English grammar and vocabulary so are best suited for intermediate or advanced students. 

The main purpose of these lessons is to get students talking about a certain debate topic and can be used for classes of 30 minutes to two hours. There are 39 different debating topics in total and each lesson includes the following:


−  an icebreaker question

−  the big question (debate topic)

−  3 common positions that people might take on the topic

−  5 vocabulary words with definitions

−  10 discussion questions 


For smaller classes of less than three students, it's possible to work through each lesson together as a class. It's also possible to use these conversation lessons for 1-1 or private tutoring. However, for larger classes of four or more, I recommend putting students into pairs and letting them work through the lesson together to make classes more student-centered. 
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Icebreaker

What kinds of products are tested on animals?  

The Big Question

Should animal testing be illegal? 

Position 1

Animal testing should be illegal because it's immoral and cruel. Animals live short, terrible lives in small cages and undergo tests that cause pain and suffering. With advances in technology, animal testing isn't necessary these days. Companies can also use materials they already know are safe in their products, especially for cosmetics. 

Position 2

Animal testing shouldn't be illegal because it's necessary for testing things like cosmetics and medicines. Humans are more important than animals like mice, and using them for testing can help us find treatments for things like cancer and other medical conditions. 

Position 3

Animals should be used for testing new medications that can save lives. However, they shouldn't be used for less important things like cosmetics. 
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Vocabulary 

immoral: Not ethical or moral. 

cruel: Mean. 

pain and suffering: Physical discomfort and emotional distress. 

cosmetics: Make-up, hair and skin care products, etc.

medicines: Something taken to treat or prevent a disease or illness. 

Let's Talk

	Which position do you support? Why?

	Is there another position that you partly agree with? 

	Are some animals more important than others (gorillas vs. mice, for example)? 

	Scientists have just come up with a new treatment that they think will cure cancer, but they need to test it on animals. Do you think they should do that? 

	A company has come up with a new treatment that helps people who are losing their hair due to aging, but they need to test it on animals to ensure that it's safe for humans. Should they do that? 

	Should medications and cosmetics be tested on people instead of animals?

	Will technology one day eliminate the need for animal testing? 

	Do you know any animal rights groups such as PETA or Sea Shepherd? What do you think about them? 

	Should hurting an animal be a crime? 

	Should governments have laws against animal testing, or is it up to the companies to decide if they want to do it? 
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Icebreaker

Have you ever considered immigrating to another country (or maybe you've already done it)? Why or why not? 

The Big Question 

Should your country welcome more immigrants in the coming year?

Position 1

Yes, my country needs more immigrants. We have an aging population, and immigrants often have big families with lots of children who can help us have a vibrant, healthy society. Overall, they will help my country, especially in the long term. 

Position 2

No, my country doesn't need more immigrants. Healthcare, education, and other institutions are already facing challenges due to budget cutbacks and too many people. Housing prices are already so expensive that we don't need more people here. They will take our jobs and hurt poor people. 

Position 3

We need some immigrants but only skilled workers such as doctors, nurses, teachers, tradespeople, etc. We should be selective about who we accept. They should be young, well-educated, have money, and be able to get a job and pay taxes right away. Basically, they can come as long as they aren't a burden. 

Vocabulary 

immigrants: People who move to live in another country permanently. 

skilled workers: Highly-trained and educated people who perform jobs that not everyone can do. 

aging population: The average age of a group of people is increasing due to increased life expectancy and low birth rates. 

tradespeople: People who do jobs with their hands like plumbing, welding, fixing cars, etc. They require training and skills to do them well. 

vibrant: Alive; healthy. 

Let's Talk

	Which position do you agree with? Why?

	Is there another position that you agree with a little bit?

	Do you know any immigrants? Why did they move?

	List some other reasons why people might immigrate.

	Do you think that immigrants are treated well in most countries? Why or why not?

	Should immigrants maintain their culture or assimilate to the new one? 

	Should immigrants be required to learn the local language? 

	Do immigrants affect the economy in a positive or negative way overall? 

	Should illegal immigrants be deported?

	Should there be restrictions on the kinds of jobs immigrants can do? 
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​Big Brother (Surveillance)
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Icebreaker

Security cameras are everywhere. Name a few places where you might find them. 

The Big Question

Should surveillance cameras be used in public places?  

Position 1

Yes, surveillance cameras should be used in all public places. They can be used to look for problems, find criminals, or have a record of who was in a certain place at a certain time for a public health emergency. 

Position 2

No, surveillance cameras shouldn't be used in public places. People should have the freedom to go places and do things without being monitored by “big brother.” Police should use other methods to catch criminals because most people follow the laws in society. There is no reason to monitor law-abiding citizens. 

Position 3

Surveillance cameras should be used in certain situations where there is a high risk of criminal activity or violence, for example, in banks, prisons, and sporting events with a history of violence. They shouldn't be used for average people who are not likely to break the law.

Vocabulary 

big brother: A person or organization who has control over the lives of others. Often refers to the government. 

public health emergency: A serious but temporary situation where lots of people are in danger from a disease or illness. 

criminals: People who commit crimes (stealing, murder, etc.). 

criminal activity: Things that people do which are against the law. For example, killing someone, driving while drunk, stealing something from a store, stalking, etc. 

violence: Physical force that intends to hurt someone or something. 

Let's Talk

	Which position do you agree with? Why?

	Is there another position that you partly agree with? 

	Should security cameras be used in banks?

	What about at a shopping mall?

	Do you generally feel safe when walking around your city? Would more cameras increase the safety level?

	Should governments know a lot about the private lives of their citizens?

	What's more important to you: freedom or safety?  

	Should criminals be punished on the basis of surveillance footage? 

	People on the Internet used surveillance footage and photos on social media after the attacks on the US Capitol to identify many of the people involved. Do you think this was right? 

	Most of our phones track our movements. Are you worried about this?
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​Tattoos and Facial Piercings
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Icebreaker

Do you have any tattoos or piercings? Please share if you feel comfortable! 

The Big Question

Should companies and schools regulate visible tattoos and facial piercings by requiring employees and students to cover them up or remove them?

Position 1

Yes, people should be required to cover up facial piercings and visible tattoos. It's a personal choice to get these things, but it doesn't mean that everyone should have to look at them. It's distracting and can often be a sign of criminal or gang activity, and they make people look unprofessional. 

Position 2

Tattoos and piercings are a personal choice and a part of who someone is. No school or company should be allowed to regulate this in a dress code and people should have the freedom to be who they are. 

Position 3

Some things shouldn't be regulated. For example, small earrings are non-controversial and nobody is distracted by them. However, a large tongue piercing is distracting and should be removed before going to work or school. Tattoos with gang affiliations should be covered up.

Vocabulary 

regulated: Controlled in some way. 

personal choice: An opinion, quality, or thing that belongs to a person. In this case, the choice to have visible tattoos or piercings at work or school. 

dress code: Rules that specify what people can or can't wear at a workplace, school, or event. 

non-controversial: Something that everyone accepts and doesn't disagree about. 

unprofessional: Not meeting certain standards for how to act or dress in a workplace.

Let's Talk

	Which position do you agree with? Why?

	Is there another position that you agree with a little bit? 

	If you were hiring someone for a job, would a tongue or nose piercing impact whether or not you hired them?

	What about a large tattoo on someone's neck? Would that have an impact on your choice if you were hiring someone? 

	Should people wait until they are legal age (18 or 19 in most countries) before being allowed to get a tattoo? 

	Should tattoo artists refuse to give people certain tattoos? For example, a swastika (nazi symbol) or gang symbols? 

	Do tattoos and piercings sometimes symbolize gang or other criminal activity?

	Do you think negatively about someone with lots of tattoos?

	Should companies be allowed to discriminate against someone with lots of visible tattoos when hiring them?

	Schools have no right to enforce dress codes. Do you agree or disagree? 
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​School Uniforms 
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Icebreaker

Did you have to wear a school uniform when you were growing up? If yes, did you like it? If no, did you wish that you had one? 

The Big Question

Should schools require students to wear uniforms? 

Position 1

Yes, schools should have uniforms. They ensure equality amongst students and prevent things like bullying and theft. It's easier for students because they don't have to think about what to wear to school each day and can focus on more important things.  

Position 2

No, schools shouldn't have uniforms. Students should have the freedom to be themselves and express their personalities. Uniforms can also reinforce gender stereotypes (pants for boys, skirts for girls) and can be harmful to gender non-conforming students. They can also be expensive for low-income families. 

Position 3

Schools shouldn't have uniforms, but there should be dress codes to ensure that everyone looks presentable and ready to learn, for example, no ripped jeans, no tank tops, etc. 

––––––––
[image: ]


Vocabulary 

equality: Equal in rights, status, opportunities, etc. 

gender stereotypes: Generalized views of men and women. In this case, that women should wear skirts and that men should wear pants and dress shirts with ties. 

gender non-conforming: Describes a person who doesn't fit with the usual gender stereotypes, especially with regard to appearance. For example, a woman who doesn't want to wear a skirt or dress but prefers pants. 

low income: Making below a certain amount of money per month or year. It varies from country to country. 

bullying: Seeking to harm or intimidate someone. 

Let's Talk

	Which position do you agree with? Why?

	Is there another position that you agree with a little bit? 

	If schools have uniforms, what should be done about low-income families who may not be able to afford them? 

	If a school has uniforms, boys should be able to wear skirts, and girls should be able to wear pants if they choose. Do you agree? 

	Are there other pros to school uniforms that haven't been mentioned yet?

	Are there other cons to school uniforms that haven't been mentioned yet?

	Bullying will happen regardless of school uniforms. Do you agree? 

	School uniforms are helpful for low-income students who may not be able to afford designer clothing. Do you agree? 

	Why do you think children might dislike school uniforms? 

	Do school uniforms help prepare students for work life? 
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