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198/817  Amazin’ White Sox  2018 American (M). After repeated misfires (2013-16) in trying to rebuild “on-the-fly” (adding a few expensive veterans to sprinkle in with a lot of rookies to keep a team competitive), principal owner Jerry Reinsdorf – noted for his 1997 “White Flag” trades – sold off his veteran producers in the middle of 2017 for a rebuild from class A through class AA and AAA right up to the big league club.  The Southsiders, who already had finished 2017 with their 5th straight losing season, started the 2018 campaign horrendously with 30 defeats in their first 40 contests for a .250 won-lost percentage to provoke fears of actually matching the 40-120 campaign of old Casey Stengel’s 1962 New York “Amazin’” Mets.  The team became competitive, actually playing .500 ball after the All-Star break but then tanked in September (8-16) to lose 100 contests at regular season’s end.  
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199/818  America’s Team [Chicago Cubs] 1984-2003 National (M). While the NFL Dallas Cowboys of  the 1970’s and the 1982 Atlanta Braves used this moniker as a marketing ploy, the 1984 -2003 Chicago Cubs were idolized by millions of adoring fans as “America’s Team” via the WGN-TV Super Station and because of the “Mecca of Baseball” – Wrigley Field.  After an agonizing NLCS playoff meltdown against the Florida Marlins in 2003 the “America’s Team” image was discredited. As the team started losing again, starting in 2010, the “America’s Team” status was replaced, once again, by the “Loveable Losers” image as attendance declined at Wrigley Field.  Actually the name was never justified as the Cubs since 1984 have experienced 20 losing seasons in 31 years including disastrous playoff meltdowns in 1984, 2003 and 2008.  Since 2010, the team has lost 464 games in the franchise’s latest rebuilding effort.  Meanwhile Wrigley Field attendance dropped from 3 million in 2010 down to 2.6 million in 2014.

Winning seasons (since 1945):  1946, 1963, 1967-1972, 1984, 1989, 1993, 2003-04, 2007-08, 2015-18; Break-even (.500) seasons:  1952, 1977; Losing seasons (Since 1945) 1947-51, 1954-62, 1964-66, 1973-83, 1985-88, 1990-92, 1994-2002, 2005-06, 2009-14
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200/819  Baby Blue Pinstripers [Chicago Cubs] 1977 only National (M).  Managed by Herman Franks and led by Bobby Murcer’s bat the Cubs played like the pinstriped Yankees as they reached a stratospheric first place on a 47-22 won-lost record good for an 8-and-a-half game lead in the NL Eastern Division.  The Cubs home uniforms sported blue pinstripes. But in the second half of the season the Cubs played more like the 1962 blue-pinstriped Mets, going only 34-59 including a dreadful streak of 17 defeats in 22 games. Tag was coined by Wikipedia.
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201/820  Baseball's French Army [Chicago Cubs] 2011-14 National (M). Coined by baseball broadcaster Bill Soros, the tag is a reference to France's military reversals since the triumphs of Napoleon. Defeats in the Prussian War, the bloodletting of French youth in World War I, Hitler's blitzkrieg conquest of France, the defeat at the hands of the Viet-Minh in Vietnam in the 1950's  and the subsequent loss of all of France's colonies by 1970 fostered the notion of France's lack of military prowess.  In a similar way the Chicago Cubs, who actually won ten pennants in a forty year period (1906-45) have sustained defeat after defeat, losing regular season after losing regular season, and playoff failure after playoff failure without relief for Cub fans.  More shocking than 108 years without a World Series title (the Cubs actually made the Series in 1906-08, 1910, 1918, 1929, 1932, 1935, 1938 and 1945) is the abysmal seventy years without a National League pennant.  Soros, knowing full well that he was alienating two very touchy groups of people, i.e. the French nation and Cubs Nation, jokingly criticized "This team is worse than the French Army." Actually, the Cubs in their long and ancient history have had eras of greatness and others of abysmal failure. In their fist 15 seasons in the National League they sported an impressive 15 winning campaigns in 15 years feature 6 NL flags in 1876, 1880-1882 and 1885-1886. They stumbled a bit with 7 losing seasons in 11 years until they entered their modern Golden Era from 1903 through 1913 with 10 winning seasons in 12 years, 4 pennants and two World Series titles – the only two world championships garnered by the Cubs franchise until 2016. A period of mediocrity ensued from World War On to the Stock Market Crash but then the Cubs entered their Silver Age with 3 pennants in the Depression Thirties and a wartime pennant in 1945.
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202/821  Baseball's Most Cursed Losers [Chicago Cubs] 1946 to date National (M).  With the "Curse of Babe Ruth" commencing in 1920 and the "Curse of the Billy Goat" in 1945, the Red Sox and Cubs were, according to baseball's official historian John Thorpe, baseball's "most cursed losers."  Fortunately for Boston fans, the Red Sox shattered their portion of the curse with three World Series titles in 2004, 2007 and 2013 while Cub fans forlornly wait for their first pennant since 1945 and their first World Series triumph since 1908. Indeed, Cubs' management has grown so sick of news stories about the "Billy Goat Curse" in the last few years that they have banned any fan from bringing a goat into Wrigley Field and to refuse to answer any media questions about the curse declaring the controversy to be a non-issue.  
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203/822  Baseball's Most Glorious Losers [Chicago Cubs] 1946 to date National (M).  John Thorne, the official historian for Major League Baseball, wrote that: "The Cubs and Red Sox, were for a long time, joined at the hip as baseball's most glorious losers." The Red Sox had failed to win a World Series since 1918 and the Cubs had failed to win the Fall Classic since 1908 (finally winning it all in 2016).  Starting in 2004 the Red Sox escaped this negative glory by winning three World Series titles in 2004, 2007 and 2013 leaving the Cubs with a 108 World Series victory drought and a 70 year pennant drought – numbers, even though finally ended, that dwarf any other sports team championship drought in North America.  Between 1946 and 2014 the Cubs have had five Hall-of-Fame players (photos above) but only 15 winning seasons, five playoff berths, and three NL Championship Series.  Now, starting in 2015, the Cubs have reached the NLCS three straight seasons with one long-sought NL flag and an even longer-sought world championship.  The 1980’s was a prime example of “glorious” losing as the Cubs won a pair of division titles, captivating the nation in 1984, only to lose both NLCS matches, the 1984 affair in an agonizing meltdown.  In the other years, the team averaged a shoddy 74 wins a season and finished 6th and last in their division three times.
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204/823  Basement Bruins [Chicago Cubs] 1948-49, 1951, 1956, 1966, 1974, 1980-81, 1987, 1999-2000, 2006, 2013-14 National (M). The franchise’s 14 last-place finishes since 1945 have prompted some newspapers to call these cellar dwellers the “Basement Bruins.”  In team sports any team that finishes last, in its division or in a non-divisional league, is said to have wound up in the “cellar” or “basement.” The Cubs are one of the few franchises to come out of their “dark age” era (1946-2000) without becoming extinct.  The old Philadelphia Athletics (1932-55) spent a quarter-century playing terribly until they finally fled to Kansas City.  The old St. Louis “Brownies” were awful for 25 years (1930-54) until they finally moved east to Baltimore. Fortunately, the Cubs along with the “Futile” Phillies and the “Amazin’ Mets” started becoming competitive after tiring out their fans with their losing ways. During the Wrigley era (1946-1980), the Cubs finished last seven times and five times more in the Tribune era (1981-2007).
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205/824  Beloved Cubs [Chicago Cubs] 2012 National (M). Chicago sports broadcaster Adam Harris (WSCR) coined the tag as the Cubs started out yet another losing season with a 15-26 won-lost record and culminating in a seven game losing streak. The tag was bitter sarcasm spinning off from the 1980's "Loveable Loser" marketing image. In the last 30 years since the Loveable Losers were emerging from the shadow of the 500-fan-a-September-game attendance losers of 1946-80 the Cubs have enjoyed only 7 winning seasons - 1984, 1989, 1993, 1995, 2003, 2007-08.  Between 1946 and 1980, a period of 35 years, the Cubs had only 8 winning seasons - 1946, 1963 and 1967-72.  Only now, starting in 2015, has the Cubs franchise justified the often unrequited love affair Cubs fans have had with the players.
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206/825  Big Bad Bears II [Chicago Cubs] 1969 only National (M). The New York Daily Herald called the Chicagoans the “Big Bad Bears” until the Mets caught and passed Chicago in September to win the NL Eastern Division title with a 100-62 won-lost mark. The Cubs slipped back to a 92-70 won-lost mark and a 2nd place finish.  As of September 2nd, the “Big Bad Bears” were at their peak with an 84-52 won-lost mark but then proceeded to lose 18 of their last 26 games while the Mets played .700 percentage ball in September.  In the Cubs record 1906 season, starting on July 26 (62-29 mark at the time), the Big Bad Bears of that season finished the campaign with an amazing 54 victories and only 7 defeats to propel them to an overall 116 victories.  In 2001 the Seattle Mariners won 116 games but that was in a 162-game regular season in which the Mariners lost 56 contests – putting them a full ten games behind the 1906 Cubs (116-36) with their 116-56 mark.
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207/826  Big Blue Machine [Chicago Cubs] 2016 National (M).  Coined by WGN-TV sportscaster Rich King, the tag was a spinoff from the great Cincinnati teams of 1969-82 who were known as the Big Red Machine. Indeed, after a torrid 24-7 start the Cubs maintained a consistent .640 winning percentage throughout the entire season, clinching the NL Central Division title on September 15 and coasting to 103 victories.  The “Big Blue Machine” paraded out onto the field consistent hitters like Kevin Bryant, Anthony Rizzo and tough pitchers like Jon Lester. Blue has been the franchise’s traditional uniform and stirrup style since 1892 although the team has never been known as the “Blues” or “Blue Sox.” Unlike Cincinnati’s “Big Red Machine” which enjoyed a dozen years of winning including 4 pennants and two world championships, this current “Blue Machine” only won a lone pennant and comeback World Series title in 2016 and none since then and seem to be sinking back into mediocrity hovering around the .500 mark.
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208/827  Big Blue Train 2016 National (M).  Moniker was coined by WGN-TV sports broadcaster Dan Rowan to describe the Cubs playing near .700 ball in the first half of the season.  It was at this time that the entire city of Chicago and the nation at-large realized that the Cubs were for real to win the NL pennant and the World Series.
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209/828 Big Old Dog 1994 only National (M). When general manager Andy McPhail left the Minnesota Twins to take up the same position with the Cubs, he noted that the Cubs had averaged only 79 victories for the last four seasons (1990-93) while his old club, the Twins, had won World Series in 1987 and 1991. When the Cubs got off to a wretched start in 1994, losing all nine home games in April to sport a 6-15 record on May 1, McPhail sighed to reporters that the team was a “Big Old Dog.” For the next four years the Cubs acted like a “Big Old Dog,” slow, feeble and stumbling as Cubs fans had to endure another four consecutive losing seasons. Based on a 162-game schedule the Cubs were averaging, these four seasons (1994-97) an “alley cat” 74-88 mark.  Tag was popularized by WSCR The Score reporter Wayne Randasso.  
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210/829  Black and Blue Bears [Chicago Cubs] 1985 only National (M). The defending NL Eastern Division champions got off to a good start (winning  30 of their first 50 games) reaching first place by May 15 but then suffered so many injuries that they tumbled to a 77-85 won-lost record to finish 23-and-a-half games behind the NL Eastern Division winning Cardinals. Pitchers Rick Sutcliffe. Dennis Eckersley, Steve Trout and outfielders Bob Dernier and Garry Mathews were all out-of-action for extended periods as the Cubs went 40-65 after going at a .600 pace in their first 50 games. Cub uniforms have blue trim.  The term "black-and-blue," coined in the 14th Century, refers to skin discolored to black and blue caused by effused blood due to bruising
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211/830  Black Sox-II 1990 to date American (M), American (M) 2024. Sporting new silver and black uniforms in the style of the black and white Go-Go-Sox uniforms of the 1950’s and 1960’s and featuring new players like slugger Frank Thomas and pitcher
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