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‘Tessa do you think that I should go? I mean what if boarding this ship is the biggest mistake of my life, I will be away from all my family and friends, all that I have known,' Edward spoke in a little panic as the enormity of what he was about to do dawned upon him. 

His anxiousness was not made any better as he looked to his best friend for reassurance; she stood beside him quietly looking out at sea and the large ship upon it that was to be his home for the foreseeable future. 

‘No Edward you should have no fear, the time has come for you to have your great adventure just like you have always wanted. Right from when we were children, and you used to force me to tell you about the strange lands that I saw from beyond this vast sea. You have to go it will be the making of you,' Tessa spoke prophetically as she turned away from the calm blue waters she had been viewing to give Edward a small smile.

‘Tessa...tell me, I shouldn’t ask, you hate it when I do, but I have to know, is what you have just said true? Have you seen my future? Will it all work out well for me?’ Edward spoke with a more high spirit.


‘Yes I have seen some of it, and you will be fine, I promise.’

For a moment Edward was rendered speechless in his awe as he gazed down at Tessa with her dazzling green emerald eyes and long thick, dark hair that fanned her face all the way down her back to her waist. She looked up at him with tenderness and innocence to make her appear all delicate and vulnerable. Though he knew that in her case looks could be deceiving, Tessa was the toughest person that he knew.

‘Thank you, Tessa; you don't know how much that means for you to tell me that.' Edward embraced Tessa in his arms as he spoke, and enjoyed there contact further when he felt her hold on to him in turn. 


‘You have been such a good friend to me, despite you being a girl and all, I shall miss you immensely.’

‘And you are not such a bad friend for a smelly boy; I shall miss you too.'  


Tessa teased back as they both referred to when they had been children who had found themselves as neighbours when Tessa and her father had moved into the village where Edward had been born and grew up from child to man. They had both taken a while to warm to each other, but warm to each other they had, after Tessa had from nowhere pushed a shocked Edward away from discovering a poisonous snake out on the open fields when he was up to mischief. After the incident, they had gone on to be the best of friends, their bond at first caused by Edward being forever grateful to his new mysterious friend, and Tessa who had been a shy thing at the time in awe of her friendly and fun-loving companion. But their bond over time was cemented in something far more concrete as they shared experiences, fears, dreams and affection right up to the current moment.

‘Tessa I want to ask you one more thing if I may,’ Edward spoke more cautiously.

‘What is it Edward have I not given you reassurance enough about your trip?’

‘It’s not that, I am thankful for what you have revealed to me, but can you tell me anything of when I come back from my travels.’

‘What is it that you want to know exactly?’

‘I wanted to know if well....will Claudia see me differently when I am back, will she give me a better chance to win her over. Or is there no point and I must accept now that she will attach herself to another before I see her again?’ Edward spoke in frustration as he thought about the beautiful woman that he was currently infatuated with.

‘Claudia is she still all you can think about when you about to leave any minute now. How you can even spare a thought for her when she could not be even bothered to see you off is beyond me,’ Tessa spoke with clear disapproval as she broke away from their embrace.

‘Tessa I know you have never liked Claudia, but you have not given her a chance, it’s not her fault she could not be here. She had important family matters that she needed to attend to this morning; otherwise, she would be here by my side.'


Tessa snorted unconvinced by Edward's words.


‘You wouldn’t understand Tessa you don’t know what it is to be in love,’ Edward replied back defensively.

‘Perhaps I don’t know what love is, but I cannot tell you either if Claudia will be waiting for you with open arms when you get back from your voyage. I have told you on many occasions that I cannot see everything,’ Claudia spoke with irritation as she crossed her arms.

‘Yes you have told me, and I should listen to you, I am sorry Tessa,’ Edward conceded, ‘but please let us not quarrel not on the day I am leaving, not when I do not know the exact day and time when I will see you again.’

‘Yes your right let us not quarrel, I do hate it when we argue,’ Tessa softened her voice and returned Edward’s smile. 

But it was short lived with her happy expression being wiped off her face when all the expectant passengers were given their final warning by a loud crew member of the ship about to depart. And the advice that anyone who did not board in the new few minutes being left out in the harbour.


‘Tessa I better go, please take care of yourself, I will tell you all my wild stories when I return, oh and I will bring you back the most impressive gift I can find, I promise.' Edward held on to his friend's hands for some seconds before squeezing then releasing them.


Tessa, in turn, said nothing as she watched as Edward started to walk away from her.


‘Goodbye Edward,’ Tessa found her voice as she rose up her hand to him. Her response was a smile from Edward who turned back to face her way one more time before boarding the ship, his primary focus then becoming on where he was going.

Which would have just added salt to Tessa's wound had she known. For her sadness was already so overwhelming as she watched on as the ship finally set off on its way taking with it the only real friend she had ever had!
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‘Tessa I am back!’ Edward raised his voice as he spotted his friend on the open field, looking out into the distance with her face turned away from him.

‘Welcome back Edward,’ Tessa’s voice remained neutral giving little away.

‘You knew I would be coming back here today didn’t you?’

‘I didn't, but I sensed you when you stepped off the ship to land this morning, but even then I thought my mind was playing tricks on me,’ she sighed after speaking.

‘Tessa what's wrong with you, have you changed so much since we last saw each other that you would not even spare your old friend a glance,’ Edward spoke in confusion and worry.

‘It has been almost four years since we last stood on the same soil, in that time I fear as you have guessed already that I have changed greatly,’ Tessa replied back to him as she finally turned his way.

Edward was at first speechless as he noted that Tessa had indeed changed, or more appropriately put she had grown up, no longer was there the somewhat shy, awkward eighteen-year-old girl he fondly remembered, but in her place was a more feisty looking beautiful woman. Her eyes an animated green colouring which complemented her now delicate and more defined facial bone structure to perfection. And her physique looked somehow fuller with the appearance of womanly curves.

Edward tried not to stare too long or hard at her more obvious physical differences when he
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