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“I WILL PUT HOSTILITY between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring.
He will bruise your head, and you will bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:15).
“Therefore God also highly exalted him, and gave to him the name which is above every name,that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, those on earth, and those under the earth,and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11).
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THE INFERNAL PURSUIT.

Reading this title may make you think you are about to read the synopsis or the script of a Hollywood Western movie.

Far from it! This book has absolutely nothing to do with movies – Western or otherwise.

Instead, it is another of my Christian books about what the Bible story is all about. It is about the longest-standing spiritual war between Good and Evil – between God and Satan.

When I was a student in junior high school, I learned, in my History class, about a war that was called the Hundred Years’ War. It was a war fought between England and France and lasted from 1337 to 1453.

When, as young students, we heard of that name, we were baffled by the thought that a war could last that long. If such was the case, that would involve more than one generation. With our young minds, we failed to understand that the Hundred Years’ War was, in fact, a series of battles fought intermittently.

The main cause of such a long antagonism was supremacy over certain English possessions in France, like Gascony.

Then, in high school, we learned of the Trojan War fought between the Greeks and the Trojans in the 13th century BCE.

It occurred as a result of the abduction of Menelaus’ wife, Helen, by the Trojan prince, Paris. The aim of the Greeks was to recover the abducted woman.

This war lasted ten years. It ended with the famous story of the Trojan Horse after a ten-year siege of Troy.

In modern times, there have been World War I and World War II. The first lasted from 1914 to 1918 and the second from 1939 to 1945. 

As we can see, they did not last that long, but they were the deadliest wars fought because of highly sophisticated weaponry in use now.

More recently, we have heard of – and even watched on television – the wars between Iran and Iraq, and between Israel and Iran.

Deadly as they have been, all those wars are nothing, compared to the War we are going to study in this book. 

It is not a war fought on physical grounds or on earthly battle fields for the conquest of new territories or to plunder another land’s resources: it is a War fought in the spiritual realm for the conquest of something infinitely more precious – man’s soul!

Let’s see how it all started, how it unfolded and how it all ended.
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THE FIRST OF THE SIXTY-six books of the Protestant Bible has been rightly called Genesis. It is, indeed, the Book of Beginnings.

Genesis records and relates the story of creation. After Almighty God had created a fit environment for whom He planned to become the crowning of all creation, He created the first man – Adam.

Adam became the sole lord of all the Garden of Eden – that peaceful, harmonious and luxuriant environment where God placed him.

However, after some time, God realized that, although Adam could enjoy everything around him, something was lacking.

“It is not good for the man to be alone,”​[1] He said to Himself.

Not only did He realize it: He also did something about it:    

“I will make him a helper comparable to him,”​[2]

Plunging Adam into a profound sleep, He extracted a rib from him and turned it into the first woman, Eve.​[3]

Bringing man and woman together, the Almighty said:

“Therefore a man will leave his father and his mother, and will join with his wife, and they will be one flesh.”​[4]

Thus was established the institution we now call marriage. That became the very first human institution founded by God, Himself. And it is clear that it was meant to be an indissoluble union between a man and a woman – irrefutably ruling out same sex that is becoming fashionable nowadays!

“God created man in his own image. In God’s image he created him; male and female he created them.”​[5]

Almighty God never does anything without a reason: to everything there is a purpose:

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven”.​[6]

Addressing the man and the woman, God spelled out the following instruction:

“Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”​[7]

In creating man and woman, God had a definite plan: He wanted to form a people – nay, a family – for Himself. He so craved company and communion with His creation that He wanted to found a family for His own. Such was His love for man!

But there was somebody who was jealous of God’s love for us.

Indeed, Lucifer, who had had been created as an angel of light to lead worship in Heaven, had been cast out of Heaven because of his rebellion against the Almighty.​[8]

He found that everything God had created was good – and even, very good.​[9] He could not bear the idea that the man and the woman God had created would live in such a perfect environment.

Aware and envious of Yahweh’s noble Plan, he resolved to thwart the Latter’s design.

Full of wiles, he waited for an opportune moment to set in motion his own devilish plan.

When God created the man and the woman, He placed them in a lush and luxuriant Garden – the Garden of Eden. In it, flowed a river that split into four so that every corner of the Garden was well irrigated.​[10]

There also grew all kinds of trees producing an abundance and a variety of fruits. The man and the woman – called Adam and Eve – were lords of the earth. The Almighty even called all the animals He had created and commanded the man to name them, himself.  

There was perfect peace and harmony in the Garden. The man and the woman daily walked in the company of their Creator. 

They were naked but had no notion of shame or guilt. For them, that was just the way it had to be. They were made to live that way, their bodies basking in the coolness of the Garden.

However, in the Garden, there grew two special trees. One was called the Tree of Life and the other, the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

The Almighty told the couple that they could eat of any tree of the Garden. But He gave them the express command not to eat of the fruit of the Tree of Good and Evil.

Many have wondered what on earth was that Tree of Good and Evil and why on earth did God have to plant it in the Garden.

God is sovereign. He does whatever He wants, whenever He wants, wherever He wants and to whomsoever He wants. 

Who are we, miserable sinners, to question His doings?

The fact is that He created it, planted it in the Garden and commanded the first couple not to eat of it. That settles it!

But we are told that the serpent was the most cunning of all animals.​[11]

The devil, therefore, put on the likeness of a serpent and subtly crept into the Garden.​[12]

This is a case of what we call “anthropomorphism”.​[13]

Cunning, he took advantage of a moment when Eve was alone. Coming to her, he asked:

“Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat of any tree  of the garden’?”​[14]

His obvious intention was to instill doubt in the woman’s mind, thus causing her to transgress Yahweh’s express command. And that would be tantamount to rebelling against the Almighty!

Already bewitched by the Serpent, the woman made a huge mistake: she engaged in a conversation with the Evil One.

“We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, 3but not the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat of it. You shall not touch it, lest you die,” she told him.

The right thing for her to do would have been to rebuke the Serpent right away or call her husband to do it for authority had been given to him.

Seeing that the woman lent him an attentive ear, the cunning Serpent pushed his attack forward:

“You won’t really die, 5for God knows that in the day you eat it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil,” he retorted.​[15]

“You will be like God”!

What a temptation! How enticing! What a lure!

Indeed, the woman found that the fruit was “good for food” and “a delight to the eyes”.​[16]

Swallowing the Serpent’s bait, Eve plucked the forbidden fruit and took a bite of it. Then she gave it to her husband who ate of it, too.

The Serpent had, thus, achieved its aim! He had managed to cause the couple to fall into his snare – to cross the red line!

The wrong was, thus, done!

Eating of the forbidden fruit was just a simple act. But what terrible consequence it entailed!

That apparently “benign” act brought about man’s fall from grace! 

Its consequence was so disastrous that it is now commonly known as “The Fall”.

ADAM’S AND EVE’S NAKEDNESS REVEALED

Now that the LORD’s command had been transgressed, He came down to look for the culprits to mete punishment out to them.

Meanwhile, the man and the woman had been conscious of something for the very first time – that they were naked!

Experiencing shame for the first time, they had plucked leaves to cover their nudity and had gone to hide in bushes.​[17]

“Where are you?” God’s voice thundered at Adam because the command was given to him as the one who had been created first and who had authority over his partner.

Of course, God’s question is not to be taken as
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