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			Preface

			My purpose in writing this book is to provide a guide to those who value freedom, prosperity, and a civil society based in rationality and justice. If it is your goal to live in a nation that is both free and prosperous and based in the rule of law, rather than the arbitrary rule of men, this book will help you understand our history, our system of constitutionally limited government that promotes freedom and opportunity, and the principles that will keep America free, strong, and prosperous.

			Representative democracy in a constitutional republic works best when the citizenry is knowledgeable about the principles of liberty and the issues that confront the nation. A citizenry committed to freedom and opportunity for all begins with an understanding of our founding documents and the principles of liberty and how they work and why they matter.

			The price of freedom is eternal vigilance. Living in a free society is not a passive endeavor or even a spectator sport. If we hope to remain free and prosperous as a nation, we must be involved and we must be knowledgeable so that we are not fooled by the contrivances and chicanery of sophisticated sophists who seek power and control but do not seek to promote or protect our freedom or our prosperity.

			Even cynical sophists who seek power and control will try to sound as if they care about freedom, opportunity, and prosperity. That is why it takes some wisdom and discernment to tell the difference between those who actually value freedom and those who simply pretend to.

			This book is designed to help Americans of goodwill and of all political stripes to see through the contrivances and subterfuge of political operatives who seek power and control and try to fool Americans into giving them the power to rule over the masses. Once these cynical and self-serving politicians have obtained power, they move to consolidate and perpetuate their control, and they will use the power they’ve obtained to aggrandize and promote their interests and the interests of their allies at the cost of the nation and its citizenry.

			We’ve been witnessing this phenomenon, and it is placing us on a collision course with tyranny and oppressive, weaponized government that silences and punishes anyone who dares speak the truth. Our nation has reached an important crossroads. So I am hoping to awaken the nation from its civic slumber and to cause us to become active and vigilant in preserving the principles of freedom and opportunity that made America the envy of the world and a refuge against oppression and misery.

			Unlike the mainstream media, who too often disingenuously claim to be unbiased, I freely admit my biases. I think the reader should know where I stand. So here goes.

			I believe America is the greatest nation on Earth. I believe the hand of divine providence, guided and inspired great, but imperfect, men like George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and many, many others to establish a nation dedicated to the proposition “that all men are created equal and that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, and among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” This became our nation’s great mission statement and guided our growth and progress.

			I believe that throughout our history, great Americans have advocated and worked for a more perfect application of our great national mission statement—Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, Calvin Coolidge, John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King Jr., Ronald Reagan, and many others. While I understand that America is not perfect, I believe that no nation has done more to protect and expand freedom. No nation has been a truer friend to freedom and opportunity for all than America.

			I believe in free markets as opposed to government command and control systems. Free markets decentralize power into the hands of millions of workers, consumers, and business owners. Government-run command and control systems concentrate power into the hands of a few politicians and unaccountable bureaucrats. The concentration of power is dangerous. While some basic regulations can benefit the marketplace, too many regulatory schemes are counterproductive and needlessly burdensome. A free market system is most likely to promote individual liberty and create widespread prosperity.

			I also believe that liberty is under assault in America—from within and from without. As the nation that most embodies the precepts of freedom, America draws the hatred of those who loathe liberty around the globe. America’s freedom also has enemies from within. There are Americans who pay lip service to our founders and the principles of our founding documents but essentially view our constitutional system of limited government as an impediment to their political goals. And others are openly hostile to our constitutional system and the principles that our founders worked so hard to establish and that made our nation great.

			Those who are openly hostile to our constitutional system, and those who simply pay it lip service, either purposely or unwittingly, put America’s freedom at risk and endanger America’s long-term health and prosperity.

			I am a proud and optimistic conservative in the tradition of one of our greatest presidents—Ronald Reagan. He made America and the world safer, freer, and more prosperous. Like President Reagan, I believe America’s best days lie ahead and that every American must do his and her part to make it so.

			But my optimism is not born of some unrealistic view that everything will always work out, but rather in the belief that even when things are going wrong, we can change them and we can return our nation to the paths of greatness. Simply stated, we determine which road we will travel, and if we choose wisely, we will arrive at a great destination. And if we choose poorly, our paths will lead us to political bondage and misery. Right now, our nation is headed down the wrong path. But that doesn’t mean we cannot change our direction.

			So this book’s purpose is to help us choose wisely! We can embrace the freedoms and principles and responsibilities that made America a land of opportunity and a bastion for freedom. Or we can follow the vocal crowd and misuse the power of government to impose the latest political fads, which will continue to erode America’s foundations and send us to ruin.

			In the interests of full and honest disclosure, I also believe that…

			1.The most basic moral obligation of the federal government is to defend America, its citizens, borders, and vital interests. This requires military and economic preparation, strength, and vigilance. Weakness invites aggression, while showing strength reduces risk.

			2.The Constitution means what it says and says what it means. Its enumerated and limited powers; its system of checks and balances, federalism, and separation of powers; and its guarantee of fundamental rights are the foundation of America’s freedom, prosperity, and greatness. The Constitution places significant limits on government power by design, and with good reason.

			3.The rule of law protects us from tyranny. We are either governed by law or we are ruled by the whims of those who have acquired political power. The Constitution was wisely designed to prevent those in the executive, legislative, and judicial branches from exercising arbitrary power and from treating us as their subjects.

			4.Guarantees of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness and each of the rights guaranteed in the Constitution are necessary to the foundation of freedom—including the rights to free speech, to the free exercise of religion, to peaceably assemble, to keep and bear arms, and to not be deprived of property without just compensation, as well as the various guarantees to due process and basic fairness.

			5.Property rights and economic freedom are the fertile soil in which our other rights grow and thrive. One cannot maintain political freedom without economic freedom. Additionally, the environment is best protected and preserved where free markets thrive and property rights are respected.

			6.Judges have a constitutional duty to faithfully and strictly interpret the law and the Constitution and may not properly invent new law, fabricate new rights, or legislate from the bench—doing so violates the Constitution and their oath of office and the basic principles of freedom and self-government.

			7.Taxes may be legitimately imposed only to the extent necessary to pay for the essential and constitutionally permitted activities of government. To tax more than this is a form of tyranny and an abuse of power.

			8.Government mandates and regulations too often exceed constitutional and legal authority, waste resources, erode freedom, diminish property rights, produce harmful unintended consequences, and diminish the accountability of government.

			9.To remove sound science from public policy is legislative and regulatory malpractice. To employ junk science in public policy is both unethical and irresponsible. And pretending that junk science is sound science is proof of a power grab and an attempt to grow government under false pretenses.

			10.Basic standards of civic virtue are essential to maintaining America’s freedom, economic strength, and military might. As a general rule, parents and families, not government, are best suited to prepare children to be good citizens and happy, productive adults—so government should not work to weaken families or make them dependent upon the state.

			Now that I’ve disclosed my beliefs and biases, you’ve been fairly warned. Proceed at your own risk!  [image: ]

		

	
		
			Chapter 1

			The Orchestrated Attack on Our Constitution and Founding Is Designed to Weaken America

			The United States of America is in peril. The fundamental freedoms and values that were once synonymous with America are being dismantled at an alarming rate. And those who have engaged, and are engaging, in this catastrophic destruction of America do so while asserting their own moral and intellectual superiority—despite their rather obvious lack of intelligence, sound reasoning, and integrity.

			That is why their entire movement is based on feelings, not facts, reason, or logic. They lose on facts and logic. They lose on science. They lose on data. But if they can suspend truth, facts, data, and reason, they believe they can win with lies and raw emotional appeals.

			And they’ve been winning of late—which is a sad commentary on the perceptive capabilities of the average American who falls for these ploys.

			To be deceived by rather obvious lies and sheer emotional appeals should be an embarrassment to any people who aspire to self-government and freedom. Sadly, few who support the extreme Left seem embarrassed, but rather they double down on the lies and raw emotional appeals and assert their moral superiority while denouncing those who still think and employ facts and reason as “chumps,” “stinkos,” “flat-earthers,” and a whole host of other baseless pejoratives.

			And when you question the lies and senseless emotionalism and lack of reason, the extremists and their allies shout you down and claim your questions are evidence that you are simple-minded, easily led, poorly educated, mean-spirited, hateful, and even venal. Their goal is to stop any serious discussion or debate. So they engage in skulduggery to bully America into silence so that their dishonesty isn’t brought out into the open.

			If those who seek to overthrow the principles and foundations of America’s greatness are successful, Americans of all races, colors, and creeds will suffer as their freedoms are usurped and their opportunities stolen in the name of progressive government power. Only the political elites and their friends will benefit. But average, regular, everyday Americans will see their hope for freedom, opportunity, and a better future wither and die. The history of those who seek total, unquestioned power is very clear. They never seek that power for the benefit of their fellow men and women. It is always used to aggrandize themselves alone.

			But those who seek unquestioned power are generally smart enough to realize that openly admitting that they want control over their fellow citizens is a losing strategy. So they typically speak of empowering others as a way to disguise their actual objectives. This becomes more obvious when you look at the results after decades of their policy prescriptions and see the horrible harm that they have done to the very people they claim they are trying to help.

			Ronald Reagan correctly observed, “Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same, or one day we will spend our sunset years telling our children what it was like in the United States when men were free.”1 Reagan spoke prophetically.

			Look at what’s happening in America and to America. It’s not being done primarily by outside forces. It is mostly being done to America, by Americans. Some of these Americans simply hate America and what it stands for. Others may not hate America, but they are complacent and let the America haters gain strength or support the America haters because they have their own emotional issues and the America haters speak to and manipulate their perceived emotional needs.

			The great historian Will Durant said something that ought to give Americans today pause: “A great civilization is not conquered from without until it has destroyed itself within. The essential causes of Rome’s decline lay in her people, her morals, her class struggle, her failing trade, her bureaucratic despotism, her stifling taxes, her consuming wars.”2 To be blunt, the extreme Left is trying to destroy America from within, and of late they’ve been making substantial progress.

			Abraham Lincoln once made a similar point: “America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter and lose our freedoms, it will be because we destroyed ourselves.”3 We are witnessing precisely what Lincoln feared and what Durant warned of—the destruction of America and the dismantling of our freedoms not by outside enemies, but by Americans.

			It’s not too late to reverse course, but we are in a dangerous place. We are at a crossroads. We must decide to let freedom ring, again! America needs a renewal of the principles that made it the freest and most prosperous society and allowed hundreds of millions of so-called ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things.

			Look around the globe. We’ve seen this play before. Evil and designing people seek power and control. But their desire for power and control won’t sell to the populace, so they cleverly repackage their agenda with promises of a utopian future of perfect equality—if only you will give them the power to enforce it. They speak in soothing tones and lie about their intentions and their past so as to lull the public into complacency. But once these schemers obtain power, it is abused to benefit them and their political allies.

			Then they take steps to consolidate their power and slowly tighten the noose. They seek to control the flow of information, restrict fundamental rights in the name of necessity, and demand ever larger proportions of the public’s hard-earned money to fund their political goals.

			And they work to change the system to consolidate their power and ensure their perpetual authority in an increasingly authoritarian system. All the while, they claim that their plans are for the public good. Yet there is no evidence of any of this. It is simply a public relations or sales job. They are totalitarians at heart, but they dishonestly market themselves as men and women of the people.

			In America, we see a movement that openly seeks to redefine America in the name of teaching true history. But their goal isn’t to teach truth or history. Their goal is to undermine the foundations of our liberty and prosperity. These forces literally seek to make America less free, less just, less prosperous, and less secure. It is no accident that so many of them hate America.

			They were once referred to as the “blame America first crowd” by former Democrat Jeane Kirkpatrick during the Reagan years. But they are now the “hate America crowd.” America offends them. And they want to fundamentally transform America into something very different. And that difference will be less free, have less opportunity, and be far more authoritarian. And we are now watching them make substantial and rapid progress toward their goal.

			Some Americans have been seduced by these America haters because they are intellectually lazy and go along with whatever sounds good to them without thinking about where it leads. Others are unduly accepting of lies and falsehoods because it suits them to do so. It feeds some “emotional need” that they believe they have. But they don’t think deeply enough to ask if that “emotional need” is actually going to benefit them or anyone else.

			For example, with some it begins when they develop a strong dislike for a prominent political figure for their own personal reasons—some of which may even be justified. Then they align themselves with other political figures who share their grievances and complaints and end up buying into some of the most anti-American political tripe that is imaginable. All this occurs because they can’t see past their personal distaste for a given politician they see as coarse, unrefined, crass, or otherwise annoying.

			Once this emotional loathing takes hold, it also allows them to align themselves with cynical politicians who feed and manipulate their emotional loathing—but these cynical politicians also invariably have totalitarian instincts and work to destroy everything that Americans of goodwill believe in. Simply stated, it leads to otherwise intelligent Americans voting against their own interests and voting to destroy the nation they love.

			Still others are beguiled because the extreme Left’s lies appeal to, or feed, their emotions in other ways. Some may foolishly think that these efforts are simply an attempt to correct past injustices or become a more inclusive society. But the rather obvious deficiencies and inconsistencies of these ploys don’t seem to faze them because they are either not observant enough or thinking beyond a surface level or talking-point level. For example, it is the extreme Left that is now attempting to segregate society along racial, religious, and cultural grounds. So how anyone who values a society built on equality can support the extreme Left is a question that must be addressed. Yet, to ask this question is widely seen as hateful by the leftist extremists—precisely because it exposes them.

			If one listens even just a little to the rants of the extreme Left, it is clear that they are providing a recipe for massive injustice and alienation. Look at the direction that they’ve been taking us. Is the Left making things better? Are our schools better? Are our streets safer?

			Has defunding the police made minority families in the inner city safer? Has pretending that slavery and Jim Crow persist to this day and that virtually no progress has been made, improved the lives of anyone? Has it encouraged young Blacks to dream big and work to achieve those dreams? Or has it united the nation against injustice? Or has it simply increased the national division while some insist that the nation is fundamentally racist and others point out the obvious fact that most Americans deplore racial hatred and racism?

			Has feigning that the law treats women as second-class citizens done anything to inspire young girls to achieve their dreams or to dream big dreams? Has allowing men to dominate women’s sports aided women? Or are women empowered by marginalizing them? These questions answer themselves. And all these ills can be laid at the feet of the extreme Left.

			The extreme Left is destroying women’s athletics and has been attacking the Boy Scouts, made society be dismissive of mothers who chose to stay home to raise their children, made an entire generation of Blacks believe that they are victims despite tremendous progress and opportunity, and made a generation of Whites believe that they are biologically oppressors despite supporting greater equality.

			The extreme Left has also worked hard to keep religious values out of public life. They’ve argued that while you have the right to believe as you choose in the privacy of your own home (something some extreme leftists won’t even concede) but don’t you dare bring your closely held values into the public square. They are offended by your faith and believe the power of government and society should be used to silence, cancel, and shame you. Again, this is the work of the Left.

			It doesn’t stop there. Those are only a few of the corrosive impacts of the extreme Left. But to be clear—the Left has made America less free, less prosperous, less secure, and more dependent on big government—and that’s the real point of almost all their policies and political positions. You can’t survive without them! The extreme Left is like a drug pusher who hopes to get you hooked. But once you’re hooked, they will rule over you like a tyrant and destroy your life. And many Americans have fallen for the political narcotic of the modern political Left.

			Look at the example of our founders. They advocated for freedom and liberty for years. They tried to negotiate with Britain for more freedom and better treatment. It all failed so they finally declared their independence. But the king of Britain and Parliament wouldn’t accept any of that. They sent armies and navies to force compliance and issued secret orders to round up certain founders for execution. Only when it was clear that the British Crown intended to steamroll them and force them to capitulate did our founders use force to defend their rights.

			Look at the example of Martin Luther King Jr., who also advocated eloquently for equal treatment under the law. He did not advocate for violence or compulsion. In fact, he steadfastly argued against both. He skillfully used the power of moral suasion. And while he ultimately met with an assassin’s bullet, he changed the world. His influence is felt to this day and will be felt for centuries to come. Why? Because he spoke truth and he sought not power or control over others, but equal treatment under the law. In short, in an inspired way, he took what the founders had started with our great national mission statement that we are all “created equal and endowed with certain unalienable Rights” and applied those principles and championed that noble cause.

			People who are actually trying to improve and strengthen America will sound a lot like the founders and great American thought leaders like Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, Martin Luther King Jr., and Ronald Reagan, among others.

			The ones who sound like Karl Marx and who tell you that nothing in America has changed for the better, or that for America to improve government must dramatically increase its power and other Americans must be silenced, are not interested in improving America. They want to destroy it and fundamentally transform it into something very different. They are totalitarians at heart, and they do not seek a society based on freedom, opportunity, equality, and prosperity. They want power and control. And they will lie to the foolish and lazy to gain their support.

			Moreover, those societies and agitators that have tried to use raw power to impose their will, claiming to promote justice and equality, have not been successful in improving anything, and instead have increased human misery. What is just or inclusive about the societies that have gone down this path? Lenin, Stalin, Mao, Hitler, Mussolini, Castro, and the mullahs in Iran all promised a more just and prosperous society for those who had been wronged. But instead they tortured and murdered millions to achieve their so-called utopia. And even when they were not murdering millions, they were oppressing and impoverishing the masses. And, of course, the promised utopia never arrived. Misery and suffering were the price that the masses had to pay once those with totalitarian instincts gained power by skillfully and fraudulently presenting their plans as some sort of egalitarianism or reform.

			To be blunt, you can tell a lot about a movement based on how committed they are to using reason, rational debate, facts and historical data, and the power of moral suasion. When they do end runs around the Constitution, its limits and its protections, and when they seek to silence their opposition, and to impose their will without getting broad agreement (i.e., the consent of the governed), when they consistently lie about their agenda to obtain power, you should question their motives and ask what they are really trying to accomplish.

			Here’s a pro tip: if they are employing these dishonest and underhanded tactics, they are dangerous totalitarians, and they will destroy the nation you love.

			But too many Americans cannot, or do not bother to, engage in this level of thinking or analysis. They just feel. They see or experience injustice, and it makes them feel bad. But they don’t do any real thinking beyond their immediate feelings. This allows them to fall prey to the totalitarian victimizers who intend to obtain power and control by appealing to their emotions. But once these victimizers have power and control, they will make our society increasingly brutal, unjust, totalitarian, and impoverished. And the unthinking masses who willingly gave those with totalitarian instincts great power and more control will ultimately be to blame for the destruction of America’s experiment with self-government and liberty.

			The last few years show this hard fact. Joe Biden ran for office claiming that the previous administration was authoritarian and endangered the very existence of our democratic republic and also claiming that the pandemic was poorly handled and that he would follow the science. First, Biden didn’t follow the science. The science never supported shutdowns and never supported the idea that a vaccine mandate would stop the spread or prevent people from getting the disease. But he and others lied to America, claiming that the science had established these things. But it never did, and we now know it. But they lie and pretend that the science changed. But it didn’t. The science never proved what they claimed it proved. But it was an excuse to grab so-called emergency powers to change election laws, to interfere with the economy, to give government more control over private contracts and private businesses, and to attempt to buy votes with promises of bribes that they had no right to offer. And many Americans went along with this grotesque power grab in the name of an emergency. And it is interesting to see, and instructive to note, how reluctant the power grabbers are to relinquish their emergency powers—even when the “emergency” is over.

			Moreover, Biden has been more authoritarian than any president in memory. Courts have repeatedly overruled his unconstitutional edicts—and they weren’t close calls. A high schooler with only a single unit of civics under his belt could easily identify Biden’s edicts as unconstitutional abuses of authority that he does not have. But that’s not all. He bullied and even forced millions of Americans into medical treatments that they did not need and did not want—proving the lie to the Left’s mantra “my body, my choice.”

			Biden put Americans at fear that they couldn’t travel, work, or live their lives if they didn’t do as he told them to do. He fired tens of thousands of our nation’s soldiers and sailors—again because they wouldn’t agree to his totalitarian and anti-science edicts. He needlessly divided America over issues that were entirely unnecessary.

			Biden is the most divisive president in modern times, and no other president comes close—and this from the man who promised to “unite America.” But there is no apology from the mindless masses who backed this divisive man with totalitarian instincts!

			François Pierre Guillaume Guizot was a famous French historian in the mid-1800s. While visiting America, he asked James Russell Lowell, a famous American poet and abolitionist, “How long will the American Republic endure?” Lowell responded, “As long as the ideas of the men who founded it continue to dominate.” Lowell was 100 percent correct. But the Left hates America’s founders and have been trying to remove them from our collective memory. They also hate the Constitution and see it as an impediment to their political goals because it limits their claims to power.

			America’s great national mission statement is beautifully and powerfully expressed in the Declaration of Independence—“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” As long as ideals like this predominate in America, we will be headed in the right direction. And as long as the ideas of limited constitutional government, checks and balances, federalism, separation of powers, and the rest of the Constitution’s protections of freedom, we will be headed in the general direction of freedom and prosperity.

			Not only do the ideas of the founders no longer dominate American political thought, they are now derided as irrelevant relics of a bygone era and even labeled harmful, dangerous, and offensive by the extreme Left. And those who quote the founders and mean it are labeled extremists. In fact, the extreme Left has succeeded in placing “harmful content” warnings on the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. Yes, you read that correctly!

			The leftist influence at the National Archives recently said that the Constitution and Declaration “may reflect outdated, biased, offensive, and possibly violent views and opinions.” It is now considered by leftists to be hate speech to even use the term “founding fathers” much less quote them on matters of freedom and governance. Their statues are considered so hateful, they must be removed. Their names on schools are now considered so harmful that they must be changed. This is all done by the extreme leftist “hate America” crowd.

			This sort of extremist leftist hatred has become the mainstream of the Democrat Party. It didn’t used to be like this. There was a time when respect for our founders and the Constitution was bipartisan. But those times are no more.

			There is a major effort afoot to discredit the nation’s founders with the express purpose of ending the American republic and replacing it with something else. It may well still be called the United States of America, but it won’t be the land of the free or the home of the brave. It won’t be a nation based on freedom and opportunity for all.

			It will be like the promises made by Lenin, Stalin, Mao, Hitler, Mussolini, Castro, and Iran’s revolutionary mullahs that created societies of increasing authoritarianism, poverty, misery, and brutality. We’ve already begun to see the two-tiered system of justice grow and expand. And we’ve also seen the growth of government power used and abused to protect the politically powerful and to threaten their ideological adversaries.

			Any student of history should be alarmed by the grotesque abuses of power that we’ve been witnessing and the fantastic lies told to keep us from noticing how they are consolidating power and destroying the foundations of our nation and our freedoms.

			If America hopes to continue to be America—if it hopes to continue to be a beacon of hope around the globe to the world’s oppressed and impoverished—if it hopes to continue to be a shining city on the hill offering freedom, opportunity, and justice to all—if America wants to remain strong and a force for good in the world—then it must allow the ideas of our founders to flourish and grow. We must become renewed in our commitment to America’s great national mission statement and our constitutional system of limited government!

			Thomas Jefferson once said, “The government you elect is the government you deserve.” Let’s hope that America can once again deserve a government that respects the rights of others, that values freedom and opportunity over raw power and political expediency, and that focuses on our great national mission statement!

			The truth is America can either continue its cultural, economic, political, and moral decline, or it can reverse recent declines and restart and reenergize our nation’s upward swing of freedom, opportunity, and prosperity for all. The choice is ours. We must choose to let freedom ring, again!

			
			
		

	
		
			Chapter 2

			What Should America Aspire To?

			America has always been about big hopes and big dreams. The founders were not merely upset about high taxes on tea. They sought to create a nation where the government was limited in its powers and where the unalienable rights of its people were protected and honored and where Americans could achieve all within their capacity and reach. They were dreaming of big things, and they had big dreams for us. They were not simply looking to lead a revolution and then make themselves more powerful. In fact, they did the opposite. They created a government that had significant limitations on its powers, and they enshrined an important litany of fundamental rights for its citizens.

			Americans should continue to dream big. As Ronald Reagan said in his first inaugural address:

			We are too great a nation to limit ourselves to small dreams. We are not, as some would have us believe, doomed to an inevitable decline. I do not believe in a fate that will fall on us no matter what we do. I do believe in a fate that will fall on us if we do nothing. So, with all the creative energy at our command, let us begin an era of national renewal. Let us renew our determination, our courage, and our strength. And let us renew our faith and our hope. We have every right to dream heroic dreams…. And, after all, why shouldn’t we believe that? We are Americans!

			Our individual dreams likely involve personal goals, hopes, and aspirations. That is normal and healthy. But our collective national dream must focus on maintaining what the founders began and keeping it healthy and strong.

			Our founders mistrusted big government power because experience had taught them that a government that promises to give you everything you want will end up with the power to take everything you’ve got. They understood the lessons of history. That those who seek to rule over their fellow citizens will promise them anything and everything in hopes of fooling them into giving them power. But once they have the power they sought, they will turn to consolidating their power and have little interest in guaranteeing the individual liberty of the people, or whether the society allows them to achieve some level of prosperity, or whether society promotes justice for all. The history of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries alone highlights that the founders were right to build a nation on a constitutional framework that provided for limited government but unlimited opportunity.

			Our big dreams ought not to include big government. But our big dreams must include a society where individual rights are protected and honored, where the rule of law is robust and provides for equality before the law.

			If our big dreams include a big government welfare state, we will end up limiting freedom and opportunity to those who need it the most. The wealthy and powerful can afford big government. They can afford the limits it places on economic opportunity. They can even figure out how to use big government to their advantage. But the little guy, the person who has no wealth or power, cannot afford big government and its opportunity-crushing regulations and taxes. There was a time when immigrants came to America with almost nothing but were able to achieve by working hard and making sacrifices.

			My wife’s grandfather’s parents emigrated from Greece. He delivered bread for a living. It wasn’t a fancy or prestigious job. But he was able to provide for his family, purchase a home, and send his children to college. He never became wealthy like a Forbes Fortune 500 lister. But in a very real way, he was, in fact, wealthy. He and his family had a good life, and they were able to achieve the American dream.

			My own grandfather was the youngest of five children. His father died when he was two years old. His mother worked hard to provide for him and his five siblings even though the Great Depression made that a very difficult task. They worked hard on the farm and hired out to others. They were poor. But my grandfather became successful. His story is a quintessential American story. He began working as a water boy delivering water to construction workers. Over time, by working hard and being entrepreneurial, he worked his way up in the construction company to become an owner. If big government had come in and regulated the company to make hiring my grandfather for low wages as a boy illegal, he never would have been able to work his way up and become an owner of the company.

			So big government, high taxes, and regulations rarely help the young boy become an owner. In fact, big government is apt to keep the young boy a low-level, minimum-wage employee his entire life. But big government politicians pretend to help the young boy by promising a higher minimum wage or imposing regulations that are claimed to help him. But my grandfather was lucky that he grew up when government had not yet become big and was not yet making his climb up the economic ladder harder.

			Big government tends to remove the lower rungs on the economic ladder so that the people who are not yet on the ladder cannot reach the lower rungs and therefore cannot climb up the ladder. Big government keeps a shocking number of people poor and powerless.

			We should hope for an America where everyone can achieve. We don’t all have to be rich like Jeff Bezos, Elon Musk, or Bill Gates, but we should all be able to achieve the American dream of owning a home and providing for ourselves and our families. This is rich by any reasonable standard. You don’t have to be a billionaire to be rich. That is why the world is trying to come to America—they don’t expect to become the next billionaire. They are just happy to be able to live in a society where they are safe from murderous warlords and drug cartels, and have the chance to live in peace and prosperity—much like my wife’s grandfather. He came from humble beginnings, but America gave him the chance to support a family and launch them toward bigger and better things.

			When I was a teenager, I met a man who had escaped from a Nazi concentration camp as a teenager and made his way to America. As an elderly gentleman, he lived in a modest townhouse and drove an ordinary automobile that was eight or more years old. Yet, when I met him, he described himself as wealthy. He said that as a boy he could have never even dreamed of the life he had in America. He said none of his boyhood friends even dreamed of such things.

			He also described America as a great nation that had welcomed him and allowed him to become something he had never supposed was even possible. Interestingly, he did not describe America as great because it had provided him with welfare benefits. He said it had provided him with opportunity and welcomed him even though he was from a faraway land, didn’t speak much English upon his arrival, and knew very little about America.

			This is the value of dreaming big. If we can give Americans the hope and belief that they can achieve their dreams and build a better future for themselves and their family, then we will do a great deal to make sure that Americans can pursue happiness. This is the America we must work to strengthen and maintain.

			Those who seek to convert America into a welfare state and a regulatory state and a tax-and-spend state will in the end take from the little guy the opportunity to achieve and accomplish their dreams. And they will lock Americans into a minimal survival-type existence. Just look at America’s inner cities where the extreme Left rules supreme. Is this a model we want to expand and build upon? Do we really want to create failing schools, unsafe neighborhoods, poverty, and misery all over the country?

			Here’s how you can tell the difference between those who seek an America built on freedom and opportunity for all and those who seek to build a welfare state, a regulatory state, and a tax-and-spend state. First, those who seek to weaken the Constitution’s focus on limited government are the enemies of America. This may sound harsh, but it is fundamentally true. You cannot be a friend of America and argue to destroy its foundational constitutional elements.

			Second, those who seek to de-emphasize the Declaration of Independence and denigrate the ideals of the founding and of the founders are also enemies of America. It is fine to acknowledge that they were imperfect. But to vilify those who wisely gave us an amazing and praiseworthy national mission statement is an attempt to destroy the foundations of America so that something else very dangerous can be built upon its ruins and rubble.

			Third, politicians who promise to do things that the Constitution does not specifically authorize government to do are enemies of America. This suggests that Americans need to become familiar with the powers that the federal government has so that they will be able to tell who is a friend of freedom and opportunity and who is an enemy of freedom and the Constitution. We have a shocking number of senators and congressmen who are sadly enemies of America by this standard, and they are working to destroy the foundations of America’s greatness.

			Too many Americans believe that if 51 percent of the public supports a measure or piece of legislation then that should legitimately be the law. But that shows the pitiful state of education in America. Government-run schools have no real interest in teaching future generations that government power is limited by the Constitution, so it is little wonder that so many Americans think that if Congress votes for a law and the president signs it, it is the law of the land. But if the law is something that the Constitution does not give the federal government the authority to do, it doesn’t matter if Congress unanimously votes for it. The federal government has only those powers specifically given to it in the Constitution.

			Another thing that we must aspire to is the rule of law. You either have the rule of men or the rule of law. The rule of men means that a king or queen or a dictator or even an elected official or a judge or bureaucrat can determine what is legal or illegal on a whim. They might give advantages to their friends or political allies or to those who pay them for the privilege of evading accountability.

			The rule of law means that the law defines what is legal and illegal, not the whims of those who govern. It also means we are all treated equally before the law. The rule of law also means that there will be clear and fair processes for enforcing the laws and that the judiciary is committed to the law but independent of outside influences. Finally, the rule of law by necessity means that it promotes and protects the unalienable rights of the people. Any system that violates the unalienable rights of the people is not the rule of law.

			Some think that simply holding a vote or requiring a majority in the vote makes for freedom. But this is as stupid as it is incorrect. As former British prime minister Margaret Thatcher explained:

			Being democratic is not enough, a majority cannot turn what is wrong into right. In order to be considered truly free, countries must also have a deep love of liberty and an abiding respect for the rule of law.4

			A majority could vote to outlaw an unpopular religion or to silence an unpopular opinion, but if as a nation we have a deep appreciation for liberty and limited government and the rule of law, we can have self-government that doesn’t devolve into a tyranny of the majority where 51 percent feels justified in tormenting the other 49 percent.

			Tony Blair, the former British prime minister, said:

			Anywhere, anytime ordinary people are given the chance to choose, the choice is the same: freedom, not tyranny; democracy, not dictatorship; the rule of law, not the rule of the secret police.5

			Blair’s point is essentially correct. And while the rule of law may seem primarily process-oriented, and therefore boring, if you don’t have the rule of law, you will eventually suffer under the oppression of despots.

			If the rule of law is weakened sufficiently, we will be ruled by the whims of tyrants. This is a bad place to be. Salman Rushdie once observed that “two things form the bedrock of any open society—freedom of expression and the rule of law. If you don’t have those things, you don’t have a free country.”6 Sadly, we see both taking a hit in America thanks to the extreme Left. And the extreme Left is the enemy of America and of freedom and opportunity for all. That’s a fact. Just look at what they work toward and espouse, and it becomes obvious.

			You may have noticed that in recent years, the FBI and the Department of Justice seem to have different sets of rules for different people. To the extent that this is true, it means that the FBI and the Department of Justice are broken and corrupt. Sadly, the FBI and the DOJ have proven over and over in recent years that the corruption is deep and endemic.

			For example, for years both the FBI and the DOJ investigated and pursued claims of Russian collusion against former president Donald Trump even though we now know they knew it was all a lie from the very beginning. Moreover, the FBI lied under oath to federal judges to pursue matters they knew to be without merit. And sadly, it is likely that the judges are a part of the corruption as well because if a judge is lied to under oath and finds out about it but does nothing to hold the DOJ or FBI perjurer accountable, they are effectively saying it was okay. So we have a justice problem in America. Our judiciary is showing signs of corruption. The FBI and the DOJ have repeatedly shown that corruption is not an isolated problem but rather a broad-based and extensive problem.

			The same can be said of the IRS; we regularly learn of scandals where groups that are disfavored by liberals deep within the IRS bureaucracy are subjected to different rules and mistreated and their rights violated. Whether it was the IRS’s systematic targeting of conservative groups during the Obama-Biden administration or the IRS during the Biden-Harris administration releasing ten to fifteen years of tax returns in clear violation of federal law of a large group of Americans, the IRS has a track record of violating the law and mistreating taxpayers. Recently, in an attempt to intimidate journalist Matt Taibbi, who was about to testify before Congress on the weaponization of government, the IRS paid his home a personal visit.

			Even worse is that the system hides their misdeeds on the assumption that with the passage of time, their crimes will be forgotten. This fact shows that it isn’t just one or two rogue IRS agents, but that it is part of a larger approved plan and that the deep state will protect those who advance the interests of the deep state. It also shows that the deep state’s interests are incompatible with freedom, equality, and opportunity. The deep state is inherently totalitarian in its orientation, and it flies in the face of the rule of law—where their arbitrary and capricious whims pass for law.

			That isn’t to say that everyone who works at the FBI or the DOJ or the IRS is a crook or corrupt. It is to say that there is an element within all the organizations’ leadership that promotes such corruption and protects it. So while I have friends who work or have worked at all three agencies and I know them to be good, decent, and honorable people, the larger institutions are essentially broken, corrupt, and out of control. If they weren’t out of control, we would see the institutions getting to the bottom of the violations of law and punishing those who violate the law and violate the rights of Americans. But we don’t see that. So it’s safe to say the problem runs deep even if it doesn’t indict everyone who works there.

			We need to fix this. We need to return to and reinvigorate our commitment to the rule of law. We need to punish those who violate the rule of law, and they should never again be trusted with power to enforce or adjudicate the law. Most should go to prison. But if their violations don’t justly call for prison time, they should be banned from any future government job where they are helping to formulate policy, enforce policy, or adjudicate policy. And any pension should be entirely forfeited. We must take a serious stand against lawlessness.

			We should punish those who murder, rape, and rob on the street. But we should also punish those who under the cover of government power violate our laws and violate the rights of the people. That is part of the rule of law—no one is above the law—especially not those who have the power of the law behind them. They must be held to high standards for accountability. If we don’t have the rule of law, our nation cannot endure as a self-governing people who have inalienable rights.

			The America that we must aspire to in hopes of reinvigorating the American experience with self-government and freedom must include heaping helpings of freedom and opportunity for all. And it must preclude the possibility of opportunity-crushing big government.

			
			
		

	
		
			Chapter 3

			America’s Great National Mission Statement

			The United States of America is unique among nations. Virtually every other nation on Earth is defined primarily by its historic geographic boundaries. Nations may also be, in part, defined by their customs and culture. But America is more than a land mass or common customs and culture.

			When people say “that is un-American,” they typically mean that the thing they are talking about is unjust, oppressive, or that it violates the principles of freedom, equality, and decency. Even in popular culture, for something to be American didn’t mean that it was made in America; it meant that it was founded in the ideals of freedom, justice, and decency. Hence, Superman fought for “truth, justice, and the American way.” If you were to replace the word American with any other nationality, the sentence would have no real meaning. What does it mean to be un-German? Or un-Italian? Or un-French? What is the Spanish way? Or the Greek way? Or the Peruvian way?

			Years ago, when I spent two years in Italy, I observed that Italians had a deep love for their nation and their culture. They had much to be proud of. But they also understood that America was a very different and special place.

			If food was Italian, it likely meant it was delicious. If shoes or articles of clothing were Italian, it meant that they were likely fashionable. But no one ever spoke in terms of something wrong being “un-Italian.” No one ever talked about “truth, justice, and the Italian way.” This isn’t to criticize Italy or Italians. I love Italy, and I particularly love its people. But even they recognized that their nation was mostly about its rich history and beautiful culture and was a beautiful geographic land mass. But as a national identity, being Italian didn’t mean that humans had God-given rights or that all of mankind was created equal and therefore the law must treat them as such.

			In contrast, the United States of America is very different. It is widely viewed even by non-Americans as different. When I’ve traveled almost anywhere around the globe, I’ve heard locals—be they Arabs, Europeans, Africans, or Asians—express the belief that the world is far better off and that their country was far better off because of America’s economic and military strength. Some of those who spoke could remember a time when their homeland was more aligned with the former Soviet Union, and they described the contrast as being stark and vivid. America offered a level of protection but didn’t expect to dominate or make their homeland a colony or a “satellite” country.

			When I was in Italy, there was a horribly catastrophic earthquake that killed thousands and leveled cities and towns. The populace heard that America was going to offer aid to help those so horribly affected by the natural disaster. Italians stopped me on the street to thank me for America’s offered help, but they also requested that we not send the aid to their government but that we simply do the rebuilding ourselves. They trusted American technology and know-how, and they mistrusted their own government to use the aid to build better, more earthquake-proof buildings. I have a hard time imagining Americans who’ve suffered a horrible natural disaster hoping that some foreign nation could do it better than their own neighbors and fellow citizens.

			There are reasons for these differences between America and every other nation on Earth. The United States of America is not a nation that is primarily defined by geographic boundaries or even its common customs or history. America stands for something. America stands for the idea that society must be based on individual liberty, limited government but unlimited opportunity, and equal treatment before the law.

			What makes America America is its unique mission statement and national credo: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” This great national mission statement makes America different from every other nation on Earth. It has guided our growth and development and national character for more than 248 years.

			Interestingly, the Declaration’s influence is not limited to the United States. It became a model for more than 120 subsequent political documents all across the globe. Its impact as America’s national mission statement cannot be underestimated.

			Abraham Lincoln once said, “I have never had a feeling politically that did not spring from the sentiments embodied in the Declaration of Independence.”7 That became true for generations of Americans of all political persuasions. Whether it was John F. Kennedy, Ronald Reagan, or Martin Luther King Jr., the principles of the Declaration of Independence were part and parcel of their political beliefs. There was a time when the Declaration was universally respected and extolled.

			But now, the Declaration has become a quasi-partisan issue. And it is certainly an extreme Left vs. the rest of America issue. The hard Left discounts and gives little credence to the Declaration. In fact, extremists have labeled the Declaration “structurally racist” and have suggested that “trigger warnings” be placed in the National Archives to protect the public from the Declaration’s content.8 This is something so absurd and extremist that it is hard to believe that the National Archives has caved to the pressure and placed “harmful content” warnings on both the Declaration and the US Constitution. It’s so crazy that I would not have believed it had I not seen the warnings myself.

			This is a very sad development because as my friend and mentor, US Senator Malcolm Wallop, once said, “The Declaration of Independence is such an extraordinary document—it was designed by people skeptical of government, local or national, but in particular national.” This helped shape our Constitution, which provided strict limits on the national or federal government. All this was done to increase the chances that the inalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness would become real and not merely a hope.

			So the Declaration wasn’t merely a formal statement saying we want our independence from the British Crown. It helped guide the formation of America’s government and the limits placed upon its powers.

			For centuries, Europeans believed in “the divine right of kings,” which asserted that the king was chosen by God and as such the king was not accountable to any other human for how he exercised power. The king could grant rights or deny them, and that was within his absolute authority. The divine right of kings eroded over time beginning with the Magna Carta, which placed some modest limits on the power of the king.

			But centuries later, in 1776, many of the American colonists considered it heretical to even consider declaring their independence because of the belief that the king’s power had only very modest limits upon it. Kings were still on some level seen as the sources of rights—by agreeing to grant them to their subjects.

			Thomas Jefferson and the founders completely rejected this mode of thinking. They boldly asserted that our rights were given to us by God and that they were unalienable—meaning that they couldn’t be taken away, given away, or even sold or traded away. The implication was that no human could take what God had given. Even if you don’t believe in God, it is a much better place to be when no human can take your rights or claim to be the grantor of your rights.

			This revolutionary statement placed our individual rights on a much safer and more stable plane. Americans no longer had to hope that the king or government would be generous in granting rights or that in a moment of anger that government wouldn’t retract the rights previously given. In just a few words, thousands of years of history and precedent that placed your rights at the mercy of government were undone. Government was no longer the grantor of our rights. Its responsibility and obligation were to defend and protect the rights that God had given to humankind.

			Jefferson called these “self-evident truths,” meaning that they were obviously true. The founders didn’t suggest this was a new way of thinking about rights (even though it was), they boldly asserted that this was, and always had been, the truth and that they were simply acknowledging the truth of the matter.

			Jefferson also said that “all men are created equal.” This too was something that was not widely accepted anywhere else in the world. Every other culture was premised on the idea that there were powerful elites and there were powerless pawns. Even today, in much of the world, who your father was is an important limitation as to what you can become. But in America, your father can be dirt-poor, and you can become fabulously wealthy. Your father can be a day laborer, and you can become a doctor, lawyer, accountant, or other educated professional.

			In America, you can be raised in relative poverty and be fatherless and become the president of the United States. That is beginning to happen in other cultures, but it’s been happening in America since 1776, and nowhere does it happen like it does here. And while most Americans will never be billionaires or the president of the United States, it is almost axiomatic that if you work hard, you can enjoy the American dream of being part of the middle class—which is wildly wealthy compared to the vast majority of the world’s population. This is why America is known as the land of opportunity. Because it is.

			Our founders sought to create a nation built firmly on another important fundamental truth—that we are created equal. While America has not always lived up to that aspiration, our great national mission statement started America down a path toward making good on that important goal.

			Obviously, slavery was entirely incompatible with the idea that we are all created equal. But the founders wrote a Constitution that was intended to abolish slavery and move ever closer toward the idea of a nation dedicated to the proposition that we are all created equal. And as time has passed, we have come closer and closer to being a nation where the law acknowledges that we are all created
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