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Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move



	♔

	King



	♕

	Queen



	♖

	Rook



	♗

	Bishop



	♘

	Knight
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	White stands slightly better
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	Black stands slightly better
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	White stands better
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	Black stands better



	+–

	White has a decisive advantage



	–+

	Black has a decisive advantage



	=

	balanced position



	!

	good move



	!!

	excellent move



	?

	bad move



	??

	blunder



	!?

	interesting move



	?!

	dubious move



	#

	mate



	ch

	championship



	zt

	zonal tournament



	izt

	interzonal tournament



	ct

	candidates tournament



	tt

	team tournament



	ol

	olympiad



	m

	match



	cr

	correspondence









Foreword

The first time I visited the Hastings International Chess Congress I was eight years old. It was New Year’s Eve, 1975. On that day my father Charles decided to buy an impressive new chess set and board from the bookstall concession. The set, made in France of boxwood, cost him £14.95. I can be sure of this, including the date of purchase, from a label still attached to the box. Neither of us took part in the Congress that year, we merely went along to take a look.

The following December my father signed me up to the Main ‘C’, a nine round Swiss event for players of (approximate) similar strength, but I was out of my depth: I scored just 1.5/9, having begun with six zeros. Twelve months passed. Now ten, the general view (which I probably shared) was that it would be prudent for me to drop down a category, to the Main ‘D’. This I did, where indeed it was a different story: with 7.5/9 I won it.

Jürgen Brustkern remembers me from this 1977/8 Congress, particularly for my habit of looking around the room and not at the board. At sixteen, this was his first visit to Hastings. The youngest member of a group of German friends, Jürgen perhaps let ambition and enthusiasm get the better of him: in the Main ‘A’ he finished next-to-last on 2/9. But the thrill of being part of this famous festival was intoxicating, and whenever possible Jürgen – like myself – would cover the short distance from the Falaise Hall (where the subsidiary events were held) to the White Rock Pavilion, programme in hand – without this there was no free admission! – in order to watch the top masters in action in the Premier tournament.

That year former World Champion Tigran Petrosian was playing, but it was Roman Dzindzichashvili who won. Jürgen was spellbound. The most lasting impression left on him was of the methods stronger masters use to gradually outplay lesser opposition, lessons in technique played out as he watched. So it was that for one young German this out-of-season seaside Sussex town became a home from home, a winter pilgrimage to be made annually. Since that time Jürgen has attended the Hastings Chess Congress on over forty separate occasions, as a player or simply to spectate and catch up with friends.


My own memories of the Congress are closely tied to those of the Hastings Chess Club. When my father and I joined in 1975 I was by far the youngest member. I made great progress thanks to weekly tuition from Arthur Winser, then seventy years old, a local man who had drawn with Gligorić at the Premier (Arthur played four times) and whose astonishing number of Hastings Club Championship victories would reach a record twenty-five. A close contemporary of Arthur was Laurie Glyde, Club President from 1976 until his death in 1983. Laurie acted on several occasions as Hastings Congress Director, and during his second period in the post my father was three times Congress Secretary, between 1976/7 and 1978/9.

Frank Rhoden (1906-81), whom I had the good fortune to know through the Hastings Club, was in charge of the Congress from the mid-50s until the end of the 60s; he also wrote an excellent column, ‘Talking Chess’, in the Hastings & St Leonards Observer. (Frank, I now learn, would even take visiting grandmasters to his local pub, where it is said quite a chess scene developed.) Club members Bill Dunphy and Jack Hatton also held the position of Congress Director. The sterling work done by Con Power deserves particular praise. Through good and bad times Con quietly and calmly steered the Congress for more than thirty years. None was ever more deserving of the title of International Organiser, awarded him by FIDE in 1995.

My family lived in Hastings for about ten years. When I think of those days, it’s clear to me that what I most looked forward to each December, more than Christmas itself, was the Chess Congress. One memory is of having my photo taken with the visiting Soviet representatives, Evgeny Vasiukov and Alexander Kochiev, the picture then appearing in The Daily Telegraph. Eleven, serious of manner, and wearing my school blazer – with chess badges on it! – my eyes are fixed on the board in front of us as I execute the move ♘g1-f3 (with white pawns on d4 and c4 and black pawns on e6 and f5); Vasiukov seems already on cue with 3...♘f6. A mirror on a wall catches my father, watching. This was the Congress of 1978/9, the year of Ulf Andersson’s first brilliant victory, but more than Ulf’s games I remember the beautifully warm-looking white jersey he wore most days!

At eighteen I nervously took my place in the Premier for the first time. Lowest-rated, I scored 8/13 and tied for 2nd. In the front row of spectators sat my old teacher, supporter, and friend, Arthur Winser. From this same position – for he had his favourite chair – Arthur told me he once stood up and handed Botvinnik a pencil when the champion had forgotten to bring a pen to the game.

I know Jürgen, and how the Hastings Congress has positively impacted his life. His clarity of vision and determination are the fertile ground on which this book has taken root; its existence represents a cherished goal, a dream fulfilled. With attention to pertinent historical details Jürgen shares his indefatigable love of one of the world’s most important and iconic chess events, follows its ups and downs, and traces the changing background to the Congress as the years pass. Hastings is where he feels at home, is home, and the book you are holding is recognition of this.

Within these pages, Jürgen also examines the wider spectrum of English chess. A self-confessed fan of English chess players, his loyal support has long been reserved for our national team, particularly during its heyday in the 1980s with its ‘explosion’ of talent. Here we revisit those golden years. Jürgen also selects seven Hastings events, beginning with the classic 1895 tournament, for special focus. The text also throws a wide selection of players into relief: stories are combined with games and game extracts. The selection of photos is superb.

If the concept and structure of the book, and the general selection of content, are Jürgen’s, it needs to be said that this does not in the least diminish the key role played by co-author Norbert Wallet, who worked closely with Jürgen on his ‘dream book’ for some eighteen months. That the two friends live near to each other in Berlin – they reside some 600 metres apart – surely helped. Norbert’s professional eye has been instrumental in shaping the book’s overall linguistic texture and style.

It gives me immense pleasure to introduce the first English language edition of this fine work.

Stuart Conquest, Grandmaster

London, August 2022






Introduction

Chess enables a dialogue through time. A game that was played somewhere in the world a hundred years ago can still today – replayed on the board at home – attract admiration and enthusiasm, and sometimes even heated discussions. Ideas that were conceived many decades ago can enjoy a surprising resurrection in modern tournaments as well-forgotten secret weapons.

This astonishing timelessness of chess sometimes means that the specific conditions under which a game was played – during a competition – take a back seat. In fact, it makes little difference to the theoretical significance of a game when and in which tournament it was played. But the very circumstances that are of no concern to theoreticians are of central importance to chess fans interested in the history of the game. A game – once played and published – may claim a certain timelessness. Chess tournaments, on the other hand, are always anchored in very specific circumstances. Whether the setting is sumptuous or austere, whether the prize fund is lavish or meagre, whether the public response is enthusiastic or almost non-existent – all of this always depends on factors that have a lot to do with the societal conditions prevailing when the tournament took place. Chess tournaments are always a reflection therefore of the social conditions of the time.

There are many factors that must coalesce to ensure that a tournament doesn’t just take place once, but becomes a key event that takes place on a regular basis. At the very least, you need stable, long-term political conditions, an environment that is characterised by a certain degree of prosperity, a good infrastructure and a sense of tradition.

The fact that at the end of the 19th century Hastings gradually developed into an important, and for many decades even the most important chess tournament of all, is no coincidence, but is tied to certain historical conditions. Great Britain’s progression in the Victorian era was inexorable. Nowhere was the change from manual to industrial production so rapid, more successful and so driven by steady technical progress. In the period of approximately 70 years between 1830 and 1901, the population (including Ireland) grew from 24 million to 41.5 million people.

The tremendous expansion of global trade, based on colonies and the British Commonwealth, enhanced the awareness of international competition. In order to maintain its leading position, economic progress was essential. This was based on new inventions, and it also resulted in an enormous boost for the sciences. Applied sciences in particular require careful and precise calculation, foresight and planning, based on the superiority of logic and rationality.

Progress also meant mobility. In the second half of the 19th century, inventions such as the steamboat and telegraphy stimulated British optimism about progress. By 1902, all of the British colonies were linked by a network of telegraphic cables. The sweeping economic dynamism took place in a comparatively stable political environment. Under Queen Victoria, political decision-making power was increasingly transferred to Parliament. Freedom of the press and the conflict of opinion between competing parties also gave the workers the feeling that they could defend their interests within the system.

Prosperity for more and more members of the middle classes, political stability, a keen awareness of international competition, a zeitgeist of rationality, an entrepreneurial spirit that is positive about taking new risks and seeking new adventures – these are all factors that are beneficial if a chess tournament is to establish itself and survive over the years. In addition, there is the British sporting spirit, which led to the establishment of numerous sports in the 19th century. Football, cricket, boxing, billiards, golf, polo and of course chess: in the course of the 19th century, the first rules and regulations for these sporting disciplines emerged on the island. The contacts made in sports clubs were new stepping stones for careers in society. The ambition to move the centre of the chess world to England from its perennial competitor, France, may have been an added incentive that should not be ignored.

Ultimately, it takes determined and fundamentally optimistic characters to transform good preconditions into really successful projects. In Hastings, things all came together in exemplary fashion. On the pages that follow, our intention is to trace the path of the chess tournament, steeped in tradition, that still takes place regularly today.
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The beginning of the English tournament tradition
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Howard Staunton defeats the Frenchman Pierre Saint-Amant and becomes Europe’s strongest player




Hastings is the oldest chess tournament in the world that is held on a regular basis. But even the oldest and most venerable tradition does not begin in a vacuum. There are conditions and circumstances that made the tournament tradition possible at Hastings. In Hastings there is also a time before zero hour.

The knowledge that Great Britain rose to the centre of the chess world in the 19th century has nowadays largely become shrouded. William Lewis (1778-1870), the translator for the Italian player and theorist Gioacchino Greco (1600-1634), and Jacob Henry Sarratt (1772-1819), both born in the 18th century, were great theorists; Alexander McDonnell (1798-1835) was the first great British practitioner of the royal game, who competed in the famous Westminster Marathon in London in 1834/35 against the strongest French chess master De La Bourdonnais and lost by 27 games to 45 with 13 draws – the forerunner of the official World Championship competitions. After them came Henry Thomas Buckle, who was well-versed in many fields, a famous art historian who was a strong enough chess player to win matches against Kieseritzky (1806-1853) and Löwenthal (1810-1876) and – albeit with his opponent conceding pawn and move – downright annihilating the great Howard Staunton with six wins and one loss.

Howard Staunton (1810-1874) brings us to the early Victorian era. English chess really bloomed during the reign of Queen Victoria. Staunton, the Shakespearean researcher, not only founded the chess newspaper The Chess Player’s Chronicle, but also introduced his own chess column in the journal Illustrated London News. Staunton was already dominating the flourishing chess world at the beginning of the 1840s. In the first chess duel to cause an international media frenzy, Staunton defeated the top French player Saint-Amant by 11 wins to 6 with four draws in a match held in Paris in 1843 and from then on not only could he be considered the strongest player in the world, but Great Britain finally established itself as the leading chess superpower. But this heyday of English chess also produced a number of other very strong players of master strength, such as Joseph Blackburne (1841-1924), Amos Burn (1848-1925), Isidor Gunsberg (1854-1930), James Mason (1849-1909) from Ireland and Henry Bird (1830-1908), after whom the still-popular Bird’s opening was named.

The cradle of tournament chess: London 1851

A milestone in chess history is the first international masters’ tournament held in Europe in 1851 in the English capital of London. The setting and occasion for holding it was a major art and science exhibition in London. It was Staunton who took up the suggestion of a Dublin chess enthusiast. He appointed his chess club, St. George, and the London Chess Club to host the tournament. Support for funding came from several committees on the continent, including one in Berlin. Due to the financial donation of the Berliner Schachgesellschaft 1827, Germany’s top player Adolf Anderssen (1818-1879) was able to take part.

Chess fans all over Europe had been looking forward to a meeting of its best players for many years. Finally, 16 well-known masters were invited. The fact that half of them were British may be due to a mixture of organisational factors (no exorbitant travel costs) and sporting ones (a certain breadth of good players). The rest may be due to a very healthy British sense of self-assurance. It was stipulated that the tournament would be played using a knock-out system with the participants playing mini-matches in which the players needed two decisive games to win.
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Adolf Anderssen, the victor at London 1851



Not all the world’s elite were able to take part. Saint-Amant was not there, nor Jänisch or Petrov. That was probably more for financial than sporting reasons. The organisers were unable to cover travel or accommodation costs. How poor the financial situation in London actually was can also be seen from the fact that the winner Adolf Anderssen did not receive 500 pounds as advertised, but only a meagre 183 pounds in comparison. In light of this, the remarkable agreement between Anderssen and the Hungarian endgame virtuoso József Szén (1800-1857) can be better understood. Staunton reports that the players reached an agreement before the fourth game of their match (the Hungarian was 2-1 ahead): the winner undertook to give a third of his prize fund to the loser. At the end of the tournament, Szén occupied an honourable 5th place and received 61 pounds. Some of the masters had to work long hours for their prize money. Since there were no chess clocks yet, the games sometimes lasted ten or eleven hours.

Anderssen’s victory was a triumph for German chess. He was received like a hero in his homeland.

Anderssen played the following non-tournament game against Lionel Kieseritzky – it has been known in the chess world as the Immortal Game for more than a century.

Game 1 King’s Gambit

Adolf Anderssen

Lionel Kieseritzky

London (Simpson’s Divan) 1851

Notes by Jürgen Brustkern

1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.♗c4 ♕h4+ 4.♔f1 b5

[image: Images]

Due to the unstable position of the king on f1, Black aims for rapid piece development.

5.♗xb5 ♘f6 6.♘f3 ♕h6

This move prepares the dangerous 7...♘h5. In his book Winning with the King’s Gambit, Estrin recommends 6...♕h5, which has become established in master practice over the years.

7.d3?!

This is too slow however; in subsequent games with Morphy as Black, the stronger 7.♘c3 was played, for example 7...g5 8.d4 ♗g7 9.e5 ♘h5 10.♘e4 with the initiative, Raphael-Morphy, New York 1857.

7...♘h5

Kieseritzky continues with his original idea, but better was the provocative 7...♗c5 8.d4 ♗b6 9.♘c3 ♗b7 10.♗d3 g5 11.h4 ♖g8, Anderssen-Pollmächer, 1852, with good counterchances.

8.♘h4?

The manoeuvre ♘f3-h4-f5 costs too much time, it was much stronger to force through g2-g4 with 8.♖g1! ♕b6 9.♘c3 c6 10.♗c4 ♕c5 11.♕e2 ♗a6 12.♗xa6 ♘xa6 13.d4 ♕a5 14.♘e5 g6 15.♘c4 ♕c7 16.e5 with good prospects of an advantage.

8...♕g5 9.♘f5 c6

Hermann von Gottschall suggests in the tournament book the improvement 9...g6 and gives the following variations: 10.h4 (10.g4? gxf5 11.gxh5 fxe4) 10...♕f6 (but not 10...♘g3+? 11.♘xg3 ♕xb5 12.♘c3 ♕e5 13.♘ge2 ♗h6 14.g3 f3 15.♘f4 with a substantial advantage in development) 11.♘c3 c6 12.♗a4 ♘a6 13.d4 ♘g3+ 14.♘xg3 fxg3+ 15.♕f3 ♕xd4 16.♗b3 ♗c5 with unclear consequences.

[image: Images]

10.g4?

Instead of this act of aggression, the natural retreat 10.♗a4 was stronger, e.g. 10...g6 (bad is 10...d5 11.g4 dxe4 12.dxe4 ♗a6+ 13.♔g2 ♘f6 14.♕f3, after which the pawn on f4 falls with an enormous advantage in development) 11.♘g3 ♘xg3+ 12.hxg3 ♕xg3 13.♘c3 ♗c5 14.♕e1 (14.d4? ♗a6–+) 14...♕xe1+ (forced, as 14...♕g4? fails to 15.♖h4) 15.♔xe1 g5 16.♖h5 ♗e7 17.g3 with a slight advantage.

10...♘f6?!

Too passive, the dominating knight on f5 must be driven away: 10...g6 11.♘d4 (but not 11.gxh5 gxf5 12.h4 ♕f6 13.♗c4 fxe4 14.dxe4 ♖g8 with the initiative for Black) 11....♗g7 12.c3 ♗xd4 13.cxd4 ♕xb5 14.♘c3 ♕b6 15.gxh5 ♕xd4 16.♕f3 ♗a6 17.♔e2 g5 18.♖d1 d6 and Black’s lead in development is obvious.

11.♖g1

As is so often the case, Anderssen relies on his pieces on the wing.

11...cxb5

11...h5! 12.h4 ♕g6 is indicated.

12.h4 ♕g6 13.h5!?

Frees the queen from her prison, but wins the important pawn on f4.

13...♕g5 14.♕f3 ♘g8 15.♗xf4 ♕f6 16.♘c3
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16...♗c5?

This is the first serious mistake, because the bishop on c5 will only accelerate White’s attack as it can be attacked with tempo. Absolutely necessary was the computer suggestion 16...♕c6, which covers all the critical squares on the queenside: c7, d6 and b5, e.g. 17.♘d5 d6 (worse would be the attractive 17...♘a6? due to 18.h6! gxh6 19.♖e1 and White stands very actively) 18.♘d4 ♕d7 19.♖e1 with a powerful initiative.

17.♘d5?!

The simple 17.d4 ♗e7 18.♘d5 followed by 19.♘c7+ would have brought the game to an end.

17...♕xb2

[image: Images]

18.♗d6!!

Perhaps due to the result and the beautiful final mate, this courageous move was not analysed in depth for a long time. With the advent of computer programs, however, it was found that Black could have defended himself much better: the mundane 18.♖e1 would have easily retained the substantial lead in development.

18...♗xg1?

This greedy capture is beautifully refuted. Only with 18...♕xa1+ 19.♔e2 and 19...♕b2! could the position be held.

19.e5!

This cuts off the queen from protecting g7.

19...♕xa1+

19...♗a6 was also bad: 20.♘c7+ ♔d8 21.♘xa6 ♕xa1+ 22.♔e2 ♗b6 23.♕xa8 with a decisive attack.

20.♔e2 ♘a6 21.♘xg7+ ♔d8 22.♕f6!+ ♘xf6 23.♗e7

Mate.

Some sources cited a slightly different sequence of moves: 18...♕xa1+ 19.♔e2 ♗xg1 20.e5! ♘a6 etc.

‘An orgy of sacrifices in the style of the romantic era. Black still has all his pieces, the only problem being the king is checkmated!’1

Britain’s rise to the position of the foremost chess nation

The great success of the London tournament triggered a real boom in England. Other cities struggled to emulate the capital. Two tournaments, Manchester 1857 (with eight participants) and Birmingham 1858 (16 participants as was the case in London) were both played using the knock-out system and both (!) were won by the Hungarian Johann Löwenthal. Before the first great British Chess Congress in 1862, two smaller, but quite remarkable, tournaments were held in Cambridge in 1860 (eight participants) and in Bristol in 1861 (also eight players). Ignaz Kolisch (1837-1889) won in Cambridge and Louis Paulsen (1833-1891) won in Bristol.

The British Chess Congress in 1862, the second major tournament in the capital, was the first tournament to be played using the all-play-all system – an early forerunner of today’s round robin tournaments. Draws didn’t count and resulted in another game. London 1862 was the first tournament with timed games. The game was played with hourglasses and the average time was five minutes per move. Adolf Anderssen managed to confirm his triumph of 1851. With an excellent lead of two points, he won ahead of Louis Paulsen (9 points) and the Britons John Owen and George Alcock MacDonnell. Wilhelm Steinitz (1836-1900), later to become the first official World Champion, moved from Vienna to the English metropolis shortly before the start of the tournament and finished sixth in this English baptism of fire with six points.

It was the beginning of an impressive ascent. In 1866 the then 30-year-old Steinitz achieved two great successes, which also marked the high points of his career: in the summer of that year the second British Chess Federation congress was held. It was the third major tournament with timed games. Hourglasses were used again and the game was played with a time limit of 20 moves in two hours. As at London 1851, the tournament was played in mini-matches. In the final, Steinitz defeated Stephen Green.


Who is the best of the world?

After this success of the naturalised Briton, the British chess world in particular called for a match between Steinitz and Adolf Anderssen, in which the ultimate goal was to find out who could rightly call himself the strongest player in the world. With the support of numerous noble patrons, the match actually took place in London in the late summer of 1866. In sharp contrast to today’s tough struggle for the chess crown with numerous draws, this match was a real cut and thrust struggle without a single drawn game, which Steinitz won in the end by the narrow margin of 8:6.

Since the British pioneer Howard Staunton had gradually withdrawn from active tournament chess, Steinitz was now the new British chess hero. After winning the title, Steinitz remained a very active champion. As early as 1867 he played in a well-attended masters’ tournament in Dundee, which is particularly significant from a chess history perspective because it was the first time that drawn games were recorded with half a point. Steinitz only ended up in second place, but won the direct encounter with the winner Gustav Neumann (1838-1881). Incidentally, it was in this game that Steinitz first used the gambit named after him and demonstrated his often-cited principle that the king is a strong piece.

Game 2 Vienna Game

Wilhelm Steinitz

Gustav Neumann

Dundee 1867 (5)

Notes by Jürgen Brustkern

1.e4 e5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 exf4 4.d4 ♕h4+ 5.♔e2!
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The trademark of the unofficial World Champion: the active king.

5...d6

It wasn’t until much later that the best course of action was found. After the tricky 5...b6, White is in difficulties due to the threat of ...♗a6, e.g. 6.♘d5 ♗a6+ 7.♔d2 ♕f2+ 8.♘e2 ♗xe2 9.♕xe2 ♕xd4+ 10.♔e1 ♗d6 and Black has a clear advantage.

6.♘f3 ♗g4 7.♗xf4 ♗xf3+?!

Underestimates the active potential of the white king. Better was the natural 7...0-0-0 8.♗g3 ♕h5 9.♔f2 with equal chances.

8.♔xf3 ♘ge7 9.♗e2?!

Necessary was 9.g3 to ensure the king a secure place of shelter on g2.

9...0-0-0

More precise was 9...♕f6 as due to the threat of 10...g5, White’s king remains in the centre: 10.♔e3 g5 11.♗g3 g4 with good counterplay for Black.


10.♗e3

Again, 10.g3 with the idea of ♔g2 was stronger: 10.g3 ♕f6 11.d5! g5 12.dxc6 gxf4 13.cxb7+ ♔b8 14.♔g2 with a clear advantage for White.

10...♕f6+ 11.♔g3 d5 12.♗g4+ ♔b8 13.e5 ♕g6 14.♔f2?!

Underestimating the power of the king. 14.♕d3, which offers the exchange of queens and covers the f5-square, was much stronger.

14...h5 15.♗h3 f6

15...♘f5! was the winning move.

16.exf6 ♕xf6+ 17.♕f3 ♕xf3+

After the exchange of queens, there’s no longer anything to fear for the first player, 17...♕g6 was more ambitious.

18.gxf3

18.♔xf3?! would be too cheeky due to 18...g5.

18...g6 19.♘e2 ♘f5?

After this, Neumann has the poorer pawn structure. After 19...♗h6 20.♗xh6 ♖xh6 21.♖hg1 ♖h7 and doubling rooks on the f-file, the two weaknesses on g6 and f3 balance one another out.

20.♗xf5! gxf5 21.c3 ♗d6 22.♗f4 ♔c8 23.♖hg1

Stronger was 23.♗xd6 ♖xd6 24.♘f4 ♔d7 25.♖hg1 ♖h7 26.♖ae1 and White has the better position due to the uncoordinated black pieces.

23...♔d7 24.♖g7+ ♘e7 25.♖ag1
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25...♔e6?

Here the king is very unprotected, and Steinitz could have punished this immediately. With 25...h4, Neumann would have been able to fight on, although by 26.♗xd6 ♔xd6 27.♘f4 White can consolidate his positional advantage into the win of a pawn in the long term.

26.♗xd6?!

A small blemish, as with 26.♗g5 – pin and win! – the second player loses due to the threat of 27.♘f4.

26...♖xd6 27.♘f4+ ♔f6 28.♘d3 ♖b6 29.b3 ♖h6 30.♘e5

Black is powerless against the subsequent threat of 31.♖f7 followed by doubling on the seventh rank.

30...♖b5 31.a4 ♖a5

31...♖xb3? loses even quicker: 32.♘d7+ ♔e6 33.♘c5+.

32.b4

32.♖f7+ ♔e6 33.♖gg7+–.

32...♖a6 33.♘d7+ ♔e6 34.♘c5+

Black resigned.

The thriving British tournament scene, and with it the relocation of the heart of chess from France to England, worried the French tremendously. Paris responded promptly in 1867 by hosting the first international championship tournament held on French soil. Emperor Napoleon III donated a valuable trophy worth 5,000 francs. The surprising winner of the tournament was Ignaz Kolisch. Steinitz was only third behind Simon Winawer (1838-1920).
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Wilhelm Steinitz (seated to the left of the board) at the first international tournament in Vienna in 1873



In Germany, too, the tournament scene came to life. In the summer of 1870, on the initiative of the winner of Paris, Ignaz Kolisch, the first international championship tournament was organised in Baden-Baden. Anderssen won ahead of Steinitz and had the satisfaction of beating his London match partner 2-0 in direct encounters. In Baden-Baden, chess clocks were used for the first time, which regulated the thinking time of 20 moves per hour. In fact, in the 70s and 80s, Germany organised most of the tournaments, in which the German businessman Louis Paulsen was particularly successful. The inventor of the Paulsen Variation in the Sicilian Defence won five tournaments during this period.

The great London Tournament of 1883

After the British Chess Federation had organised two smaller tournaments in London (in 1872 the first prize went to Steinitz, in 1876 to Blackburne), the top players met in the English capital in 1883.

The congress of 1883 was at that time the most important ever held on the island. The prize fund was 1,100 pounds, staggering for the time, and practically all leading masters were tempted to participate. The tournament was double round. For the first time, the tournament clocks were linked in such a way that both clocks could not be started at the same time. So they were a forerunner of today’s analogue tournament clocks.

Quite surprisingly, the Pole Johannes Zukertort (1842-1888) won confidently ahead of Steinitz and Blackburne. The later challenger for the World Championship won a fantastic attacking game in this tournament with an opening later named after him:

Game 3 Colle/Zukertort Opening

Johannes Zukertort

Joseph Blackburne

London 1883 (22)

Notes by Jürgen Brustkern

1.d4 e6 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.e3 d5 4.♗d3 ♗e7 5.0-0 0-0 6.b3 c5 7.♗b2 ♘c6 8.♘bd2 cxd4 9.exd4 b6 10.c4 ♗a6 11.♖e1 ♖c8 12.♖c1 ♘a5 13.♘e5 ♗b4 14.c5 ♗xd3?!

The retreat 14...♗b7 was better, as White dominates the centre after the following exchanges.

15.♘xd3[image: Images] ♗xd2 16.♕xd2 ♘e4 17.♕e3 ♖e8 18.f3 ♘f6 19.♖c2 ♘d7 20.♖ec1 bxc5 21.dxc5 ♘b8 22.♘e5 f6
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23.c6!

This nice zwischenzug leads to an advantage for White.

23...♖c7?!

After 23...fxe5 24.♕xe5, Blackburne would have lost a decisive amount of material due to the dual threat of 25.♕g7# and 25.c7. Zukertort suggests the following improvement: 23...d4 24.♕d2 ♕c7 25.♘d3 ♘axc6 26.♗xd4, e5 27.♗e3 with a slight advantage for White.

24.♕d2

24.♕e1 wins the knight on a5 on the spot.

24...fxe5?

Blackburne was never a patient defender; only with 24...♘c4 25.bxc4 fxe5 26.♗xe5 ♖xc6 27.♕d4 was it possible to put up resistance.

25.♕xa5 ♕c8 26.♗xe5 ♖f7

Due to the problems on the seventh rank, the c6-pawn could not be taken: 26...♖xc6 27.♕xa7 and 28.♕g7 mate is threatened.

27.♗xb8 ♕xb8 28.c7 ♕c8 29.♕xa7

The game was over with two extra pawns, Zukertort consolidated his large advantage into the full point on move 41.

After this first major tournament of the 19th century, English chess life flourished again. From 1886 to 1890, five official BCA congresses and four major championship tournaments were held. The Simpson Divan, won by Isidor Gunsberg in 1888, was the last tournament for Johannes Zukertort, who had lost his World Championship fight against Steinitz in decisive fashion by 5 points to 10.
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Johannes Zukertort, the first World Championship challenger



Interesting from a German point of view, the fifth BCA Congress, held in Manchester in 1890, saw the breakthrough of the German Siegbert Tarrasch (1862-1934). He won the strong tournament by an astonishing three points. His dramatic improvement in form in the last decade of the 19th century was the prerequisite for his being the first German player to be invited to Hastings in 1895. All of this clearly shows that no tradition arises out of nothing. An increasingly flourishing tournament landscape and a growing internationalisation of chess prepared the ground for Hastings to develop step by step into a Mecca of the chess world. A number of other factors were still lacking.
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The path to the first super-tournament in chess history
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Henry Bird, Isidor Gunsberg and Joseph Henry Blackburne at the Hastings Festival in 1894



When a chess tournament becomes a long-term success, it is never just for sporting reasons. There must be financial and political conditions in place to ensure that a good idea and the enthusiasm of the early days can be put on a stable basis that will last for decades and even longer.

Hastings was already a thriving spa resort in the early 1880s. The emergence of rail had brought the town closer to London and attracted enterprising business professionals. The town’s hotels were famous all over Europe. The restaurants and shops had an excellent reputation. Hastings quickly rose to become one of the UK’s leading seaside resorts; only Brighton ranked ahead in that list. And the town grew rapidly: two piers, a concert and theatre hall, a public swimming pool and a huge cricket facility were built. Towards the end of the 19th century, the incorporation of the prestigious suburb of St. Leonards marked another milestone in the development of the town. The magnificent buildings of this small community were the work of James Burton, the builder of much of London’s Regent Street, and his son Decimus, the architect of the Athenaeum and the beautiful Wellington Arch at Hyde Park Corner. Prominent guests quickly established the reputation of the seaside resort: the young Princess Victoria (1834) and the exiled Louis Philippe (1848) were early visitors to the town. On 26 June 1882, the Prince and Princess of Wales (later King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra) graced Hastings with their appearance.

This was the year in which the Hastings and St. Leonards Chess Club (HSL) was founded. The impressive (for the time) list of 42 members is evidence of a certain enthusiasm for chess in the country. A year earlier, the first issue of the legendary British Chess Magazine (BCM) was published.

A growing and prosperous town that was trying to create an international image for itself, numerous supportive prosperous business professionals and many enthusiastic chess players: this represents an excellent basis for a chess boom. But it does not adequately explain the breakthrough to becoming a chess Mecca. This required the happy fortuitous meeting of two people who were equally passionate about chess and who had enough practical skills to turn dreams into traditions. And it took the happy combination of an experienced chess professional and a restless businessman who was extremely skilled in marketing matters. The long path to the first world-class chess tournament of modern times lasted ten years, and it began with the meeting of the then internationally known and feared chess professional Joseph Blackburne with the young businessman Herbert Dobell (1862-1938) in 1884.

Cload and Keene point out in their quintessential Hastings book Battles of Hastings, which provides an essential basis for our historical overview together with the records in the club journal, that Blackburne found the cure for his ailing health in Hastings and paid a visit to the chess club.

It was there that he met Dobell. That was the beginning. Dobell’s father, who ran a thriving business as a jeweller, was the club’s first treasurer and regularly brought his son with him to games evenings. The junior quickly became an ambitious and strong player. In 1892 he won the East Sussex Queen, a major regional tournament. He also got involved in organisation and developed a talent that was no less great in this area. In 1884 he was elected HSL’s second treasurer at the age of just 22.

In conversations with Dobell, Blackburne developed ideas to increase membership through more effective training. But for Dobell, who was driven by the ambition to make chess great in Hastings, that was not enough. He was thinking much bigger. He wanted to host an international championship tournament in Hastings. An outrageous plan! But one that was still a little ahead of its time. When Dobell told the chairman of HSL John Watney about the idea of a world-class event, his shocked reaction was to stall. Watney just couldn’t imagine how holding such a major event could be accomplished financially. In the long term, however, more important for Dobell was the assurance from Blackburne, who, unlike the chairman, was enthusiastic about the project, that he would be happy to help put together the field of participants.

But the time was not yet ripe – especially since Dobell would be taking on a lot of responsibility over the next few years due to taking over his father’s jewellery business. Nevertheless, the enthusiast found the energy to organise regular chess competitions with London clubs. He also kept in touch with Blackburne. And he never gave up on his dream of organising a big tournament. On the contrary. In his often praised calm and at the same time charming manner, he continued to promote his idea. And he achieved small partial victories. In 1890 he succeeded in establishing a tournament committee which was given the responsibility of organising a regular chess festival. The basic idea was to improve the playing strength of the club members primarily through simultaneous events and lectures by strong master players. And Dobell’s idea turned out to be an exciting one. It also turned out to be extremely useful that he never lost contact with Blackburne. In April 1890, he was the first master player to give a widely acclaimed blindfold simultaneous event in Hastings. The chess virus had finally infected the seaside resort, and the idea of a top international tournament no longer seemed so utopian.

Then another fortunate circumstance played into Dobell’s hands. In 1894, Blackburne left the hectic city of London and moved with his family to Hastings for two years. The number of club members there had almost doubled in recent years, and Dobell saw that the time had come to finally realise his long-cherished dream. In a passionate speech at the annual general meeting of the HSL in 1894, he convinced the members with the argument that the club could become world-famous in one swoop with a major championship tournament. After the vote, which went well for him, he put together a prominent tournament committee, in charge of which was the wealthy banker Horace Chapman and the club’s chairman.

In executing his plans, Dobell used all the diplomatic and tactical skills that he had always been credited with. As early as February 1895, he wrote to all major English clubs and the most famous British chess personalities. In the letter he announced that the time was now ripe to host a chess festival with a high-level championship tournament in Hastings. He did not neglect to note that such a tournament would be supported by local business people to the tune of £250. This in particular made a great impression and ultimately ensured success. Almost all chess enthusiasts who were contacted were pleased with the idea and offered their patronage. A special triumph for Dobell was that the prince (Duke of York) was won over to the cause, who was followed by almost all (!) foreign ambassadors in London. After this overwhelming response, the detailed programme was published in the BCM in May 1895.

With the help of Chapman, Dobell eventually managed to meet the total expected cost of £500. This calculation turned out to be a complete success at the end of the tournament, as there was even a surplus of £18.

The tournament, the first Battle of Hastings, was, as Dobell predicted, a great success. The tournament committee received a sensational 38 inquiries from master players, but only 22 players could be invited due to the budget. The selection was made in principle according to skill level and successes achieved so far. In 1895, Hastings became home to the ‘Who’s Who’ of the chess world. First and foremost there were the big four: Emanuel Lasker (1868-1941), Wilhelm Steinitz, Mikhail Chigorin (1850-1908) and Siegbert Tarrasch. But interesting young masters such as Emanuel Schiffers (1850-1906), Richard Teichmann (1868-1925), Carl Schlechter (1874-1918) and Karl August Walbrodt (1871-1902) were also there.

One curious fact: since it wanted the tournament to be as international as possible, the committee made its only error by inviting the Italian amateur Benjamin Vergani. Surprisingly, the invitation arose from a misunderstanding, because the Southern European was a journalist by profession and actually only wanted to report on the event. The 28-year-old scored only three points and finished last by a great distance, but he still beat the later World Championship candidates Schlechter and England’s then number two Isidor Gunsberg. The young Polish master Simon Winawer would surely also have represented a respectable strengthening of the field. However, he was rejected because he insisted on playing under a pseudonym. Apparently, even then, the masters had some strange requests.
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Lasker, Chigorin, Steinitz, Pillsbury




 

Highlight One

Hastings 1895
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Siegbert Tarrasch, Hastings 1922



The 21 rounds were held from 5 August to 1 September. One peculiarity was that the pairings were only announced on the day of the game. Emanuel Lasker had just become World Champion a year before and was generally considered the favourite. His perennial rival Siegbert Tarrasch wrote the following before his departure for England in his chess column for the Frankfurter Generalanzeiger: ‘This tournament is the most significant that has ever taken place, whoever emerges as the winner must be recognised as the strongest player in the world!’ The legendary German Grandmaster may also have been thinking a little about himself, because with first prize in this competition of the chess giants, he could also have significantly strengthened his position against Lasker. The principled Tarrasch will have looked back on this tournament with mixed feelings. He was able to win his direct encounter with Lasker, which was a resounding setback for the reigning World Champion in the battle for tournament victory. In the end though, Tarrasch ‘only’ managed fourth place, 1.5 points behind Lasker.

Game 4

Siegbert Tarrasch

Emanuel Lasker

Hastings 1895 (19)

Notes by Jürgen Brustkern

[image: Images]

41...♔d3??

This natural attacking move turns the game completely on its head. Lasker himself gave the following variation in the tournament bulletin, with which he could have won this prestigious duel relatively easily: 41...c2 42.g5 ♗xg5! 43.♔xg5 ♔d3 44.♘c1+ ♔d2 45.♘b3+ ♔d1 46.♔f5 a5 47.a4 b5! (this breakthrough is an important motif) 48.axb5 a4 49.b6 axb3 50.b7 b2 51.b8♕ c1♕–+, but not 51...b1♕?? 52.♕d6+ with perpetual check.

42.♘xc3 ♔xc3 43.g5

The World Champion has lost an important tempo. Now White wins the pawn race by a hair’s breadth by just one tempo.

43...♗b6 44.h4 ♗d4 45.h5 b5 46.h6 b4 47.g6 a5 48.g7 a4 49.g8♕

Black resigned.

The tournament took a varied, ultimately dramatic course. In the tough 21-round marathon, it was naturally impossible for any player to deliver a consistently outstanding performance, and variations in form were the order of the day. The start was completely dominated by the Russian combinational genius Mikhail Chigorin. He achieved a dream start with victories over the young American Pillsbury and Lasker in the first two rounds. But then Pillsbury started his breathtaking victory march. Tarrasch, Pollock, Albin, Mieses, Steinitz, Schiffers, Janowski, Mason and Teichmann – they all had to resign against the newcomer. The chess world held its breath, and began to wonder who this cheeky sonny boy really was. On the other hand, the World Champion Lasker remained at least initially a pale reflection of himself. After the loss to Chigorin, he also had to accept defeat in round four against his German compatriot Von Bardeleben. Then he was able to steady his performance and by the middle of the tournament was back in a promising position. Victories over Bird, Janowski, Pollock, Walbrodt, Steinitz and Gunsberg contributed to this. Above all, however, there was his victory over Pillsbury in the 12th round.
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The only German World Chess Champion, Emanuel Lasker



There was a lot of speculation about the World Champion’s cautious start to the tournament. In his biography of Lasker, Hannak points out that Lasker arrived at Hastings in poor health. The tournament favourite had been touring England for months (since April) as part of a lecture series before the showdown in Hastings. The essential elements of these lectures were later collected in his book Common Sense in Chess. Hannak suspects that this intellectual commitment left Lasker drained for Hastings.

In fact, Lasker’s chess in Hastings was not always convincing. Reuben Fine and Fred Reinfeld included in their book Dr. Lasker’s chess career 1889-1914 only a single game played by Lasker at Hastings. But that was a game that had it all. Lasker delivered a remarkable performance against the old master Steinitz, which after the 17th move is more reminiscent of today’s FischerRandom Chess.

Game 5 Ruy Lopez

Emanuel Lasker

Wilhelm Steinitz

Hastings 1895 (9)

Notes by Jürgen Brustkern

1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗b5 a6 4.♗a4 d6 5.0-0 ♘ge7 6.c3 ♗d7 7.d4 ♘g6 8.♖e1 ♗e7 9.♘bd2 0-0 10.♘f1 ♕e8 11.♗c2 ♔h8 12.♘g3 ♗g4 13.d5 ♘b8 14.h3 ♗c8 15.♘f5 ♗d8 16.g4 ♘e7 17.♘g3 ♘g8!?
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What a position.

18.♔g2 ♘d7 19.♗e3 ♘b6 20.b3 ♗d7 21.c4 ♘c8 22.♕d2 ♘ce7 23.c5! g6 24.♕c3 f5 25.♘xe5!

Lasker has systematically increased his space advantage and with the text move converts this into material gain. Steinitz’s position is completely hopeless.

25...dxe5 26.♕xe5+ ♘f6 27.♗d4 fxg4 28.hxg4 ♗xg4 29.♕g5 ♕d7 30.♗xf6+ ♔g8 31.♗d1 ♗h3+ 32.♔g1 ♘xd5 33.♗xd8 ♘f4 34.♗f6 ♕d2 35.♖e2 ♘xe2+ 36.♗xe2 ♕d7 37.♖d1 ♕f7 38.♗c4 ♗e6 39.e5 ♗xc4 40.♘f5

Black resigned.

The fight for tournament victory remained extremely exciting until the very end. In the 17th round, Pillsbury benefited from a win by default over Von Bardeleben, who simply did not appear at the board – downright unsportsmanlike conduct. With reference to contemporary sources (BCM), Crouch reports that after his defeat against Steinitz in the 10th round, Von Bardeleben no longer had any desire to continue with the tournament and only with some effort and ‘strong pressure from the organisers’ was he persuaded to carry on playing.
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Harry Pillsbury, the victor at Hastings 1895



Two rounds before the end, quickstarter Chigorin still led by half a point ahead of Lasker and Pillsbury. The rest of the field was no longer in the running for tournament victory. The leader still had to play against Janowski with the white pieces and against Schlechter with the black pieces. Completely achievable tasks. Lasker had the white pieces against Blackburne, then again against Amos Burn in the final round. Pillsbury had the weakest opponent in the penultimate round of the tournament, the Italian Vergani. In the last round, he had the white pieces against Gunsberg.

The American’s relatively easy remaining games put Chigorin and Lasker under pressure. For Lasker especially, the task was a psychologically difficult one as he had suffered an extremely painful defeat against Tarrasch in the last round but two. He was actually better almost from start to finish in the game, which due to the great rivalry between the two players always aroused great interest in the chess world, but, as has been seen, threw victory away with one move. Lasker was then no longer able to pull himself together and strive for tournament victory. He lost his game against Blackburne. And Chigorin also lost his game with the white pieces against Dawid Janowski in an atrocious way.

After that, in the final round, the path was clear for Pillsbury, who was now half a point ahead of Chigorin. In his game against the aggressive Gunsberg, however, he also needed a little luck. After White’s 25th move, he found himself in the following position.


Game 6

Harry Pillsbury

Isidor Gunsberg

Hastings 1895 (21)

Notes by Jürgen Brustkern
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25...♗xc5?!

The text move is not exactly an error, but after 25...♘xc5 and the subsequent 26.♘xc5 g5 27.♔f3 ♗xc5 28.dxc5 e5, a draw would have been not far away.

26.bxc5 ♘b8 27.f5 g5 28.♘b4 a5 29.c6 ♔d6 30.fxe6 ♘xc6 31.♘xc6 ♔xc6
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32.e4!

With this classic breakthrough motif, the 22-year-old New Yorker becomes the tournament winner.

32...dxe4

It is no better to hold still with 32...♔d6, because then White wins with 33.exd5 along with ♔c4 and then by out-tempoing the black king.

33.d5+ ♔d6 34.♔e3 b4 35.♔xe4 a4 36.♔d4 h5 37.gxh5 a3 38.♔c4 f5 39.h6 f4 40.h7 1-0

With Pillsbury’s ultimate victory, Hastings had not just succeeded in the splendid organisational management of a chess mega-event. The American’s sensational victory also caused Hastings to be suddenly on everyone’s lips, just as the brave visionary Herbert Dobell had anticipated.

The tournament was also remembered, however, because of some chess gems, which give the English seaside resort a very special splendour. The first round game which Chigorin won against Pillsbury in excellent style, and the game the tournament winner won against Tarrasch, were hot candidates for the two brilliancy prizes.

However, the first brilliancy prize was awarded to the oldest participant: prior to the start of the tournament, Wilhelm Steinitz had perhaps anticipated a better result than his very honourable fifth place. But in the tenth round he won a sparkling game against Von Bardeleben that is considered one of the most beautiful in the long history of the royal game.


Game 7 Italian Game

Wilhelm Steinitz

Curt von Bardeleben

Hastings 1895 (10)

Notes by Jürgen Brustkern

1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.c3 ♘f6 5.d4 exd4 6.cxd4 ♗b4+ 7.♘c3!?

With this, Steinitz obviously caught his opponent on the wrong foot. 7.♗d2! is the main move that is still often played today.
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7...d5?

Prior to this game, in round 2, the Austrian player Schlechter demonstrated how to equalise: 7...♘xe4 8.0-0 ♗xc3 9.bxc3 d5, Steinitz-Schlechter, Hastings 1895.

8.exd5 ♘xd5 9.0-0 ♗e6

Due to his underdevelopment, Black cannot make use of c3: 9...♘xc3 10.bxc3 ♗xc3 11.♗xf7+ ♔f8 12.♕b3 ♗xa1 13.♗a3+ ♘e7 14.♖e1+–; or 9...♗xc3 10.bxc3 ♘xc3 11.♕b3 also loses.

10.♗g5 ♗e7

With 10...♕d7, Black loses an important tempo: 11.♗xd5 ♗xd5 12.♖e1+ ♗e7 13.♘xd5 ♕xd5 14.♗xe7 ♘xe7 15.♕e2 with a substantial advantage.

11.♗xd5! ♗xd5 12.♘xd5 ♕xd5 13.♗xe7 ♘xe7

13...♔xe7 was the alternative, but even then White has the better game: 14.♖c1 ♖he8 15.♖c5 ♕d6 16.♕c1 with the powerful threat of d4-d5.

14.♖e1 f6 15.♕e2 ♕d7

15...♕d6? leads to the forced loss of a pawn: 16.♕b5+ ♕c6 17.♕b4 ♕d6 18.♕xb7.
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16.♖ac1!?

A nice position for training purposes, as rooks do not always belong on open files. The Russian GM Igor Zaitsev suggested 16. ♖ad1! here with the idea d5-d6 and gives the following variation: 16...♔f7 (16...♔f8 17.♘d2 ♘d5 18.♘e4 ♖e8 19.♘c5 would also be unpleasant) 17.♕c4+ ♘d5 18.♘e5+ fxe5 19.dxe5 with an overwhelming position for White.

16...c6?

This move’s secure protection of the important d5-square is only illusory. 16...♔f7! was the only way for Black to satisfactorily solve his development problems. Had this move been played, it’s difficult to see how White could progress. For example, 17.♕xe7+? (17.♕c4+ ♘d5 leads to nothing) 17...♕xe7 18.♖xe7+ ♔xe7 19.♖xc7+ ♔d6 20.♖xb7 ♖hb8 21.♖xg7 ♖xb2 22.h3 ♖xa2 with an endgame that is difficult to assess.
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17.d5!!

This magnificent clearance sacrifice gives the knight a better home on d4.

17...cxd5

17...♔f7 was no better either: 18.dxc6 ♘xc6 19.♖cd1 with a fearsome initiative.

18.♘d4 ♔f7 19.♘e6

Threatens the strong 20.♖c7.

19...♖hc8

The alternatives were also unpleasant: 19...♖ac8? 20.♕g4 with the strong threat of 21.♘g5+. 19...♘c6 doesn’t work due to the numerous weak dark squares: 20.♘c5 ♕c8 21.♕b5 ♖b8 (too passive is 21...♘d8 22.♘d7 ♘c6 23.♕xd5+ ♔g6 24.g4 with a substantial advantage for White) 22.♘a6 ♖a8 23.♕xd5+ ♔g6 24.♘c5 ♖d8 25.♕e4+ f5 26.♕h4, and the wandering black king will soon be hunted down in the wild.

20.♕g4! g6 21.♘g5+ ♔e8

Now the magical circus act of the floating rook begins:
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22.♖xe7+!

The cheeky piece will perform miracles on the seventh row.

22...♔f8

The rook on e7 cannot be touched:

 A) 22...♕xe7 23.♖xc8+ ♖xc8 24.♕xc8++–;

 B) 22...♔xe7 23.♖e1+ ♔d6 24.♕b4+ ♖c5 (everything else loses even quicker: 24...♔c6 25.♖c1#, or 24...♔c7 25.♘e6+ ♔b8 26.♕f4+–) 25.♖e6+ (but not 25.♘e4+? dxe4 26.♖d1 ♔e6 and White cannot progress due to the weak back rank) 25...♕xe6 26.♘xe6 with an easy win.

23.♖f7+! ♔g8!

Still the best, as 23...♕xf7 24.♖xc8+ ♖xc8 25.♕xc8+ ♕e8 26.♘xh7+ is hopeless.
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24.♖g7+!


The floating rook does a great job, as if controlled by magic.

24...♔h8

24...♔f8 25.♘xh7+ ♔xg7 26.♕xd7++–.

25.♖xh7+!

And without congratulating Steinitz, Von Bardeleben left the tournament hall and thus lost the game – the German master later justified this by explaining he was disturbed by the furious applause from the audience. This masterpiece deserved to be crowned with the following mating image: 25..♔g8 26.♖g7+ ♔h8 27.♕h4+ ♔xg7 28.♕h7+ ♔f8 29.♕h8+ ♔e7 30.♕g7+ ♔e8 31.♕g8+ ♔e7 32.♕f7+ ♔d8 33.♕f8+ ♕e8 34.♘f7+ ♔d7 35.♕d6#.
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Chess becomes a pastime in Hastings




Tarrasch received the second brilliancy prize for the following combination:

Game 8

Siegbert Tarrasch

Carl Walbrodt

Hastings 1895 (4)

Notes by Jürgen Brustkern

[image: Images]

34.♖xd4!

A wonderful rook sacrifice, the point of which becomes clear on move 38. Black cannot capture the cheeky rook, nor can he close the a1-h8 diagonal.

34...♘xg3

The alternatives are also inadequate: 34...cxd4 35.♗xd4+–; 34...♘f6 35.♖xd5 ♕xb2 36.♖xd8+–; 34...♗f6 35.♖xd5 ♕xb2 36.♘e4+–.

35.♘xg3 ♖xg3+ 36.hxg3 ♖xg3+ 37.♔f1! ♖xd3 38.♖g4!

Walbrodt resigned due to the double mating threats of 39.♗e5# and 39.♖f8#.

After this sensational tournament, Hastings became a permanent feature on the international chess map and remained there for the next 125 years.
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Meeting point of the international chess elite


[image: Images]

‘Boys Congress’ 1935: the White Rock Pavilion was overcrowded and the youngsters had to play on the beach.





The period until the First World War was a phase in which there were not so many tournaments. The 7th Congress of the English Chess Federation held in 1899 in London was one prominent event. A single round tournament was played there (winner was the American Frank Marshall), as well as a double-round tournament won by Lasker by 4.5 points (!). In the end, Steinitz could no longer keep pace with the world’s elite. Hastings reappeared on the tournament map in 1904. The British Chess Federation was founded there, and the first BCF championship was played. William E. Napier (1881-1950) became the first British champion.


[image: Images]

José Raúl Capablanca, Cuba’s only World Champion



The Victory Congress

The members of the Hastings Chess Club had never lost sight of resuming sporting activities after the First World War. It was not surprising, then, that at the time of the signing of the Armistice of Versailles on 11 November 1918, its management committee took the decision to hold a tournament as soon as possible, one that was to honour and celebrate the entente as a victory congress. Again, club secretary Herbert Dobell was the driving force behind this idea. The tournament committee sent the British Chess Federation a proposal to hold the next British Championships as a Victory Congress in Hastings. The fact that Dobell was also the treasurer of the British Chess Federation at the same time was undoubtedly a factor in the federation’s favourable decision. On 11 January 1919, Dobell officially announced that the Hastings proposal had been accepted by the BCF. For the main event, six prizes ranging from £100 to £15 were promised. Representatives of all the victorious nations in the war that had just ended and those countries that remained neutral should be invited. The total cost was estimated at £500, and the date of 11 August was chosen.

The town council supported the federation to the best of its ability and provided the Drill Hall and the prestigious town hall as suitable venues. The fact that the idea of the Victory Congress was actually viable was finally shown when it succeeded in attracting José Raúl Capablanca, who was later to become World Champion, as a drawing card for the tournament.

The following anecdote demonstrates just how committed the members were to making the tournament a success: it was agreed that the national flags of all the participating nations should be flown in front of the tournament hall. It turned out, however, that the flag of Cuba, the native country of Capablanca, was nowhere to be found in Hastings. Fortunately, a club member not only showed improvisational talent, but also skill in tailoring. Anything but a labour of love in vain, because the Cuban was in sparkling form in Hastings. Displaying far superior skill, he prevailed with 10.5 points from 11 games and outclassed the remaining participants. Only the Serbian grandmaster Boris (Bora) Kostic
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