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  Albert Riecker (1./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197, 1./schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)


  Willi Ries (3./schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)
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  Helmut Ruschmeyer (Maintenance Company/schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)
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  Heinrich Schäfer (deceased)(1./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197, 1./schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)
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  Friedrich Schütz (Headquarters Company/schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)


  Willi Schulmayer (3./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197, 3./schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)


  Frau Schwarz (Fritz Schwarz (deceased): 3./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197, 3./schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)


  Frau Schwarz (Kriegsverwaltungsrat Wilhelm Schwarz (deceased): schwere Panzer-Jäger-Abteilung 654)
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  Karl Seik (Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197, Headquarters Company/schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653, Panzerjäger-Ersatz-Abteilung 17)


  Frau Skorpil


  Walter Spielberger


  Johann Spielmann (1./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197, 1./schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)
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  Schwetzingen (city archives: Mr. Heuss)


  Rainer Statzt (deceased)(schwere Panzer-Jäger-Abteilung 654, 1./schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)


  Andreas Steiger (Headquarters Company/schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)


  Herbert Steinmüller (3./schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653, Headquarters Company/schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)


  Ernst Stenzel (3./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197, 3./schwere Panzerjäger-Abteilung 653)
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  Establishment and Operational Deployment of Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 (NOVEMBER 1940 TO JANUARY 1943)


  In late November 1940, Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 192 and Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 were prepared for activation by the VII./Artillerie-Lehr-Regiment (Artillery Instructional Regiment) at Jüterbog, near Berlin. The Army High Command released the officer manning list for Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 on 22 November 1940:




	Battalion Commander:


	Major Helmut Christ





	Adjutant:


	Oberleutnant Hanns Liedtke





	Battalion Liaison Officer:


	Oberleutnant Adrian Gärtner





	Battalion Physician:


	Assistenzarzt Dr. Herbert Bauermeister





	Battalion Paymaster:


	Oberzahlmeister Karl Koch





	Commander of Headquarters Battery 197:


	Oberleutnant Gerald de la Renotiére 
(Leutnant Werner Preusser, Leutnant Karl Seitz)





	Commander of the 1./
Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197:


	Oberleutnant Ulrich Brinke





	Commander of the 2./
Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197:


	Oberleutnant Führ





	Commander of the 3./
Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197:


	Oberleutnant Goebe





	Battalion Engineer:


	Kriegsverwaltungsrat Rudolf Schaffranek








  The date of activation was Monday, 25 November 1940. Home station was the new section of the Jüterbog Training Area.


  Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 remained at Jüterbog until early February 1941 and conducted training to prepare it for employment as an assault-gun formation. The more leisurely pace of training during the earlier part of the war allowed for a great deal of ultimate unit cohesion and bonding between and among the battalion personnel.


  On 4 February 1941, the assault guns were loaded aboard trains in the Zinna Forest, and the battalion moved to Military District VIII at Brieg (in Silesia, now Poland). Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 was attached to the 262. Infanterie-Division of Generalleutnant Theißen upon its arrival. The 262. Infanterie-Division was part of the IX. Armee-Korps under General der Infanterie Geyer. The corps headquarters was at Oppeln. The IX. Armee-Korps belonged to the 17. Armee, whose headquarters was in Zakopane. Generalleutnant Theißen visited the battalion on 13 February 1941 and watched the 1./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 move in close order on the parade field at the Mudra Barracks.


  The battalion participated in various training exercises between 17 February 1941 and 25 March 1941 to practice working with infantry units. Various command signal exercises also took place to improve command and control between platoon leaders (sometimes a dismounted noncommissioned officer) and the vehicle commanders. General der Infanterie Geyer reviewed the 3./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197, brought up to full strength with vehicles from the 1./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197, on 26 February 1941. Two other general officers, as well as officers from the IX. Armee-Korps, also attended the review.


  Maneuvers also took place with an infantry battalion maneuver also took place, with the 2./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 (minus its 3rd Platoon) attached.


  The battalion received an order by motorcycle messenger on 29 March 1941 to begin preparations for a unit movement. Troop morale soared as everyone anticipated the coming operation.


  The Balkan Campaign began on 6 April 1941. The German railways did not provide the necessary personnel and transport cars, so the movement time was continuously moved back. The assault guns and support vehicles finally began loading at the Brieg rail yards on 8 April 1941, and the first transport train began moving at 0358 hours. The route ran from Brieg, through Ostrau (Moravia), then Lundenburg, to Vienna, reaching the city on 9 April 1941. From there, the train passed through Wiener Neustadt, the Semmering Pass (986 meters above sea level) and Graz. The batteries unloaded at various stations (Headquarters Battery/Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 in Wildon, 1./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 in Kalsdorf, 2./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 at an unknown location and the 3./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 in Graz (East). The batteries established billets in the area bounded by Ehrenhausen, Gamlitz and the Yugoslavian border.


  Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197 was attached to the 132. Infanterie-Division, but it was unable to function as the advance guard for this division because the bridges across the Drau River had been destroyed. The battalion remained idle while waiting for completion of the 16-ton bridge. The battalion finally crossed the river at Pettau on 13 April 1941. From there, it proceeded through Agram towards Karlstadt (Karlovac) without encountering enemy resistance, reaching the city on 16 April 1941. Since Serbia had capitulated in the meantime, the advance, which had reached Banja-Luca with some elements, halted. The battalion remained in Karlstadt. The battalion began its movement back to the Reich on 20 April 1941 in the following order. The march route went through Novaki, Jastrebarsko, Krapinske Toplice and Krapina to Marburg (Maribor). From there, it paralleled the Drau River to Ruden in the Austrian province of Kärnten. The formation reached Villach on 22 April 1941.


  The battalion received a 14-day stand-down period to maintain vehicles and the soldiers were billeted in private quarters. During this hiatus, the officers and enlisted personnel made trips into the surrounding areas (Wörther and Mittelstätter Lakes). The batteries conducted maintenance on their vehicles and assault guns.


  All vehicles began loading aboard trains at Villach’s western rail station during the early morning on 7 May 1941. The train transported the battalion to Glatz in Silesia, arriving there on 9 May. The battalion was billeted in the Moltke Barracks. Between 19 and 28 May 1941, the battalion conducted various terrain exercises at the local training area to improve readiness and incorporate new lessons learned from the last campaign. A large-scale vehicle inspection conducted on 21 May 1941 resulted in the complete satisfaction of the battalion commander.


  Starting on 29 May 1941, the battalion prepared to leave Glatz, completing the initiation of the movement on 30 May. The transport trains all steamed towards the East, through Kosel, past Ratibor and Krakow, up to the detraining station at Rzeszow (Reichshof), about 60 kilometers from Przemysl. From there, the battalion conducted a road march north through Sakalow-Jezewe, then through Zawada to Zamosc. The battalion finally reached its march objective in the village of Sahryn. The distance from Rzeszow to Sahryn was 214 kilometers. The battalion, less the 1./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197, later relocated to Turkowice.


  [image: chpt_fig_001]


  The diary of a former member of the 1./Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 197, Unteroffizier Heinrich Skodell, provides a glimpse into the first, difficult months of combat that the battalion faced in Russia:


  MY DIARY—CAMPAIGN AGAINST RUSSIA


  Sunday, 22 June 1941. It was 0300 hours. We were 200 meters from the Bug, across from Sokal. The first German gun bellowed at 0315 hours, then hundreds more joined in. Sokal was burning in no time at all and all Hell broke loose there. Combat engineers captured the bridge for us. The assault guns were then called forward.


  We crossed the Bug at 0350 hours. We moved through the streets of Sokal, searching for the enemy. A German soldier lay at the first bend, the first casualty. We reached the bunkers 10 minutes later and the fighting began. I was in the command vehicle with my platoon leader, a young lieutenant. We had to make a detour, because we could proceed through the antitank ditches. We were suddenly attacked in a defile by Russians. A short fire fight followed and a brickyard burst into flames. The Russians had run headlong into our guns. We had broken through the bunker line by 0600 hours. I dismounted, got my radio and moved forward. We had to fight our way through the fields. Bullets whistled and shells exploded around us. Some soldiers were hit and medics, covered with blood, ran from one [wounded man] to another.


  Fighting took place in the village of Horbkons, but resistance soon broke. The advance continued to Tartakov. We occupied positions there. The city was under heavy artillery fire. We had to move forward twice during the late afternoon, capturing a battery, two tanks and an antitank gun in the process. Gefreiter Smolka, from my platoon, was wounded (shot in the arm). We remained in Tartakov throughout the night.


  23 June 1941: Our own artillery fire awakened us and we pursued the Russians. Our [assault] guns conducted a patrol, engaged an enemy battery and drove it to flight. We also destroyed an infantry column. Our platoon leader, Leutnant Ulbricht, was wounded east of Parviatycze. Leutnant Wagner took over the platoon. We were the advance guard that afternoon. Another engagement in the town of Cechov, and we captured two mortars with their prime movers. Gefreiter Eberle was wounded.


  24 June 1941: Pursuit and street fighting in Zviniacze, then on to Baremel. Jewish stores gave us their wares without requiring payment. It was very hot.


  25 June 1941: Baremel at 0300 hours. We were expecting a large Russian attack. We moved forward, but the Russians had already cleared the area. We had to cross the Styr, but the bridge was destroyed. We moved south through Sipa to cross there, but the bridge was very poor. We had to construct a new one.


  26 June 1941: It was 0200 hours in the morning, and the bridge was complete. We moved through Perenyi, Beretecz, across the Styr, Werben and Chryniki. Heavy aircraft attack. Many infantrymen killed. Reached Melnio, our objective for the day. Patrol west of Dubno during the afternoon. Twenty dead Russians, including the first Mongols. Leutnant Wollermann was killed. Leutnant Spielmann wounded.


  27 June 1941: We slept well on straw during the night. The weather was very warm. Thorough cleaning. We buried Leutnant Wollermann. Visited the GPU prison in Dubno. A gruesome scene.


  28 June 1941: Departed Melnio at 0400 hours. A Russian attack on Sitno at 1800 hours. Attack repulsed. Destroyed 40 armored vehicles and 70 Russian trucks, as well as silenced 2 batteries. Many dead Russians; a horrible scene. Gefreiter Stammen wounded. One assault gun knocked out by a direct hit; had to be sent back for repairs. Knocked out a 52-ton tank.


  29 June 1941: Attack at 0900 hours. We preceded the infantry through the remains of the Red Army. Moved cross country. A sudden firefight; three Russians defended desperately in a grain field. One Russian was crushed under the assault gun; the other two were shot. We remained in Kruki for the night.


  30 June 1941: Beautiful weather. Enemy fighter made an emergency landing near Kruki. Pilot disappeared. Departed through Poczayov-Nonvy at 1700 hours. Spent the night in Taraz.


  1 July 1941: Crossed the Nava. Attacked cross country. Suddenly encountered 3 Russian tanks; we had only one assault gun. Short exchange of fire. One enemy tank destroyed; the fleeing officer was shot. The two other tanks forced to flee. Rested 3 kilometers north of Vieniaviec. Two enemy air attacks inflicted no damage. Received beer: Time for a break!


  2 July 1941: It was 0600 hours. The infantry had been fighting since yesterday against desperate Russian attempts to break out at Katrynburg. Our 2nd Platoon supported a battery that had also been fighting there since yesterday. We moved cross country, destroying a tank just before arriving at the town. Then the combat engineers entered the town. The fighting continued for many hours against the superior Russian forces. They attacked over and over again. The fighting was decided by the afternoon. The Reds had taken incredible losses and withdrew. We captured several prisoners. They were Stalin’s elite units and fought to the last man. Both of the assault guns of the 2nd Platoon were rendered combat ineffective due to damage and had to be repaired.


  3 July 1941: It rained last night. We were in a forest near Horynka, 10 kilometers north of Visniovic. A day of rest. The weather was erratic.


  4 July 1941: It rained throughout the night, until 1500 hours this afternoon. We moved all vehicles out of the forest and onto the road before noon. It was a piece of work, because the ground had become soft. Continued forward as the evening commenced. Moved to Vierzoaviec with the combat elements. The field trains had to remain in Visniovic, because the rains had made the roads impassable.


  5 July 1941: Rations had to be brought forward by tracked vehicles. Half the vehicles became stuck in the mire. We encountered countless mired vehicles while moving. The weather stabilized; things began to dry. The horse-drawn and dismounted elements had a difficult time moving forward in this thick quagmire. Rations will probably be unavailable for a few days, because our combat elements are moving farther away from the field trains, which cannot follow.


  6 July 1941: It was very cool and looked like rain. We struck our tents at 0600 hours and headed to Biatozorka. Rest. We prepared a decent Sunday breakfast for ourselves of fried liver and scrambled eggs. The sun came out. At 1130 hours we crossed the old Russian border in the direction of Kiev. We were the advance guard, together with a heavy machine gun platoon from the infantry. We expected resistance, but the Russians had been routed. We fired a few rounds into a grain field in the direction of fleeing Russians. Riding lessons on Cossack horses. Spent the night in a forest.


  7 July 1941: We continued moving east. The Russians could not take the withdrawal. Tired and indifferent, they lagged behind their units and surrendered to their fate. The number of those who surrender increased each day.


  8 July 1941: Advance guard again. We caught the Russians along the road to Starokonstantynov. Sizable fireworks; the Russians fled, hardly thinking of resisting. We captured many prisoners and inflicted heavy losses on the Reds. Captured a depot full of ammunition, clothing and provisions. The 2nd Platoon provided security; we heard there were tanks to the right. Tanks appeared suddenly, and we moved forward to fire. Three tanks were destroyed, and the others withdrew quickly. We moved forward cautiously and discovered that they were German tanks. Very unfortunate. We remained in Svinna for the night.


  9 July 1941: The weather was very hot. Only moved several kilometers east of Svinna. Heavy thunder and rain during the night.


  10 July 1941: The roads were mired. We moved through Starokonstantynov. We hit the Stalin Line southeast of the city; heavy resistance. Unteroffizier Rayd wounded. The enemy fired harassing barrages. A heavy shell landed nearby during the night. I had to find another place to sleep.


  11 July 1941: The harassing barrages continued. Our own artillery also fired at this point. As I write these words, I must take cover at any moment because shells land to the left and right continuously. Very uncomfortable . . . the attack on the Stalin Line began during the afternoon at 1530 hours. The Russians put up a desperate defense. When we penetrated, close-quarters fighting ensued in some places, man-to-man. The advance has halted on the right. The attack will probably continue in the morning.


  12 July 1941: The right flank withdrew. The Reds fought bitterly. The Russians wanted to abandon their bunkers, but the Commissars chased them back and locked the bunkers from the outside. The Russians have a great fear of their Commissars.


  13 July 1941: The fighting continued. The Russians fired upon us with a long-range artillery battery. All efforts by the artillery finding section to locate the enemy battery were unsuccessful. Two Russian air attacks; heavy friendly losses. Leutnant Wagner wounded. We reached Yabloyovka.


  14 July 1941: The Russians fired everything they could from their artillery. I carried my radio through the marshland for hours, sometimes sinking up to my torso. It was a good thing that the Russians fired so many duds. It was the first time I almost collapsed. The sun was steaming hot. We reached the town of Skarzynitze under those conditions. Air attack. Terrible thunderstorm. The roads are impassable again.


  15 July 1941: The Russians appeared to have withdrawn again. Not a single round was fired. The advance continued. The sun was very hot again. We moved through Salinca towards Pagarce. We stayed there; a bridge had to be built. The Russians slowly began destroying everything they left behind.


  16 July 1941: We continued east from Pagarce. It was sultry at 1400 hours; a heavy thunderstorm at 1500 hours. We continued as the advance guard. We ran into Russians just outside of the town of Vuyna. Three assault guns, two army antiaircraft guns (20 mm) and two infantry platoons attacked a vastly superior force. After a difficult, three-hour fight, the Russians were forced to flee. The night was crystal clear; we slept in the open.


  17 July 1941: We are still in the town of Vunya and await further orders. We slaughtered a pig and roasted it with the most primitive means in the open. The artillery exchanged greetings. We had to take cover now and then, but that did not disturb the roast. Rations and resupply are very poor; we must take care of ourselves. Unfortunately, there was not much available. A Russian captain was taken prisoner. He stated that the Reds intended to attack the village during the night. We made preparations.


  18 July 1941: The attack did not take place. We are still waiting in Vunya for fuel, ammunition and rations. The field trains did not arrive because the roads are a mire. We obtained potatoes and turnips and roasted a small pig. You have to know how to take care of yourself. Pouring rain began at 1100 hours. If this continues, we will become stuck here. A sergeant found some flour; we are baking bread. One hour of artillery fire. Shells landed in the immediate vicinity. We were very lucky.


  19 July 1941: It rained throughout the night; the roads are impassable. We brought forward fuel, ammunition and rations with halftracks. The infantry pushed the Russians back several kilometers towards evening, so we will have peace in the coming night.


  20 July 1941: Today marks the fourth week of fighting the enemy. It is tiring and the poor weather depresses us. Everything is always different from what we anticipated. We moved towards Machnovka during the afternoon. It was supposed to be quiet. Nine Russian fighters shoot at us with machine guns. Perhaps we will advance on Kiev.


  21 July 1941: I spent the night in a tent. It looks like rain. Rumors abound, but nobody knows anything specific. It rained again in the evening.


  22 July 1941: Weather was not out of the ordinary. Thoroughly cleaned everything again. Ration situation is bad; nothing comes forward.


  23 July 1941: Began moving at 0430 hours. Weather very cool until noon. We moved through Berdichev and Zhitomir towards Makaroff. Zhitomir, the first large Russian city with street cars, but no comparison to a German city. The city is destroyed in many places. There is a highway out of Zhitomir towards Kiev.


  24 July 1941: Began moving at 1030 hours. War has left its mark along the route. Many dead Russians lay along the road and in the fields, but also many German graves along the way. We halted at the northern outskirts of Andreyevka. The weather was beautiful; the sun very hot. We bivouacked in a cemetery and spent the night there. All the cemeteries are very neglected. Nothing is done with the graves. Forbidden!


  25 July 1941: It began raining again during the night. Enemy artillery fire began shortly thereafter, and we had find a more secure place to sleep. The weather was beautiful again during the afternoon. There were many dead Russians nearby and the smell of corpses was very strong, making it necessary for us to bury them today. Our assembly area is preparing for an attack on Kiev. When will the storm break loose?


  26 July 1941: The sky was overcast. The sun came out around 1100 hours, and it looked as if it would be a nice day. We spent the time sleeping or frying potatoes. The Russians left us in peace last night. They sent greetings our way before noon, however, and our artillery responded. We endured a terrible artillery fire around 1500 hours. Many dead infantrymen; Kanonier Hütter wounded. Several German bombers arrived at 1700 hours and attacked the Russian positions.


  27 July 1941: Our sixth Sunday on Russian soil. It rained until 1230 hours. Little was heard from the Russians, but our artillery spoke out. We are still waiting for the attack. The ring around Kiev probably has not been closed yet. An incredible amount of artillery has moved forward. Will Kiev become a second Warsaw? Enemy artillery fired upon our exact location at 1800 hours. Everyone was surprised that nothing happened. We pulled back several kilometers to thwart any surprises during the night.


  28 July 1941: Russian fighters awakened us with low level machine-gun attacks. The noise is greater than the effect. A spy was executed at 1900 hours. It rained again in the evening.


  29 July 1941: The weather was beautiful throughout the day. We could hear guns thundering in the distance. We will attack again tomorrow.


  30 July 1941: It was 0345 hours, light fog; the weather would be nice. Three different attacks. Moved from Lipovka toward Karolevka to the start point. Fighting in the forest. The Reds suffered heavy losses. Destroyed a cannon at 30 meters, then an entire battery with bravado. Many prisoners. A bullet ricocheted off my helmet. Gefreiter Pohl wounded. Third attack: Combed the woods east of Goleya. The Russians withdrew after heavy artillery fire landed in the woods. Several prisoners. Air attack. Much luck. The bomb landed 20 meters behind us, and two infantrymen were killed. In Karolevka again at 2200 hours. Exhausted; slept on the ground.


  31 July 1941: Very hot. Small attack at 1900 hours. We were to capture the town of Maiydonavka. The enemy has fled. We remained in Maiydonavka for the night.


  1 August 1941: Our infantry attacked at 0600 hours. They reached their objective with out any problems. We were to probe farther east. Along with a platoon of infantry, we encountered the enemy and opened fire. An assault gun ran over a mine and was immobilized. The crew abandoned the vehicle. The driver, Unteroffizier Kloth, jumped out last and landed directly on a mine. He died immediately. The other assault gun was damaged and had to withdraw. The 25 infantrymen could not hold out because of heavy enemy fire. We all withdrew to the previous attack objective. At 1400 hours, four of us went forward with mine detectors to recover the vehicle and bodies. The Russians had already begun looting the crew’s belongings. They began firing wildly when they saw us and we had to withdraw again. We supported an attack at 1700 hours. We advanced despite heavy enemy resistance. The Russians had an incredible amount of artillery that sent “greetings” our way. It was terrible!


  Our only remaining armored ammunition carrier ran over a mine. The driver, Kanonier Tschermak, was killed. The assistant driver, Kanonier Cantz, was severely wounded. Russian fighters shot down a German barrage balloon. We moved to Maiydanavka during the night.


  2 August 1941: We occupied the northern outskirts of Maiydanavka. Enemy artillery fire became so heavy that we had to withdraw to the southern part of town. The artillery shells started landing closer at 1500 hours, so we withdrew farther - to our field trains in Karolevka.


  3 August 1941: We were finally able to pull back to Makaroff to repair our vehicles. I erected my tent right next to a water source. Excellent possibilities for bathing. First delousing.


  4 August 1941: The sky was partly cloudy, and the weather was good. We worked on our vehicles. Weapons and personal gear were brought up to par. We will attempt to recover our two dead tonight.


  5 August 1941: We only managed to recover one body, Kanonier Tschermak. We had to abandon all other attempts, because the area was under heavy enemy artillery fire. The weather is good.


  6 August 1941: The weather was very warm. We washed up and maintained our equipment.


  7 August 1941: It has become windy and overcast. “Iron calm!”


  8 August 1941: It began raining during the night. We moved to Plissezkoye, south of Kiev, at 0830 hours. We planned to begin fighting immediately, but it turned out otherwise again. We remained in place for the time being. It rained the entire day and was very cool. The weather cleared up around 1500 hours.


  9 August 1941: Several thunder showers throughout the day. Otherwise quiet.


  10 August 1941: Moved out of Plissezkoye at 0530 hours. We have been transferred to another corps and ended up in Yankovtsche. The situation changed by 1600 hours. We broke camp and moved 25 kilometers south, through Vassilkoff, to Olyschanka. It looks as though we will be assigned to a new division.


  11 August 1941: Quiet in Malaya-Olyschanka. Good weather.


  12 August 1941: Departed for Peressalenye at 0900 hours. We moved through a drab area. The villages are farther and farther apart.


  13 August 1941: The attack at the Dnepr will commence on 15 August. We were to remain here until then, but things always change. The battery suddenly moved out again at 1700 hours. We moved about 50 kilometers southeast to the front line. The infantry was happy to see us. The Russians had counterattacked with tank support the last few days. These attacks left hundreds of dead and wounded Russians on the battlefield. We were to attack that evening, but it was delayed until morning. We spent the night in a town 400 meters from enemy positions. We heard the screams and cries of the Russian wounded very clearly.


  14 August 1941: The situation changed again overnight. At 0300 hours, we moved 15 kilometers north to another regiment. The attack will begin tomorrow. It is very hot. Stuka attacks against the bridge.


  15 August 1941: Wake up at 0300 hours. Began the attack at 0500 hours in the direction of the
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  APPENDIX


  COMPARISON OF WWII GERMAN ARMY RANKS TO PRESENT-DAY US ARMY RANKS


  ENLISTED


 

	US Army
	German Army
	Waffen-SS



	Private
	Schütze
	SS-Schütze



	Private First Class
	Oberschütze
	SS-Oberschütze



	Corporal
	Gefreiter
	SS-Sturmmann



	(Senior Corporal)
	Obergefreiter
	SS-Rottenführer



	(Staff Corporal)
	Stabsgefreiter
	(None)






  NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS

  


	US Army
	German Army
	Waffen-SS



	Sergeant
	Unteroffizier
	SS-Unterscharführer



	Staff Sergeant
	Feldwebel
	SS-Oberscharführer



	Sergeant First Class
	Oberfeldwebel
	SS-Hauptscharführer



	Master Sergeant
	Hauptfeldwebel
	SS-Sturmscharführer



	Sergeant Major
	Stabsfeldwebel
	(None)






  OFFICERS

  


	US Army
	German Army
	Waffen-SS



	Lieutenant
	Leutnant
	SS-Untersturmführer



	First Lieutenant
	Oberleutnant
	SS-Obersturmführer



	Captain
	Hauptmann
	SS-Hauptsturmführer



	Major
	Major
	SS-Sturmbannführer



	Lieutenant Colonel
	Oberstleutnant
	SS-Obersturmbannführer



	Colonel
	Oberst
	SS-Oberführer or



	
	
	SS-Standartenführer



	Brigadier General
	Generalmajor
	SS-Brigadeführer



	Major General
	Generalleutnant
	SS-Gruppenführer



	Lieutenant General
	General der
	SS-Obergruppenführer



	
	Panzertruppen etc.
	



	General
	Generaloberst
	SS-Oberstgruppenführer



	General of the Army
	Feldmarschall
	Reichsführer-SS






  GERMAN ARMY COMBAT AWARDS



   Knight’s Cross to the Iron Cross with
Oak Leaves, Swords and Diamonds
Knight’s Cross to the Iron Cross with
Oak Leaves and Swords
Knight’ s Cross to the Iron Cross with
Oak Leaves
Knights Cross to the Iron Cross
German Cross in Gold
Iron Cross, First Class
Iron Cross, Second Class




  It is very difficult to compare German decorations for valor with those of contemporary armies. An American soldier could receive a Distinguished Service Cross or Medal of Honor (the nation’s second and first highest awards for valor, respectively) for an incredibly heroic deed, without having received any prior decorations for valor. It was not uncommon to see Medal of Honor winners with no other decorations for valor. German soldiers, on the other hand, received decorations for valor in succession, starting with the Iron Cross, Second Class. Individuals received a Knight’s Cross as a first award for exceptional heroism on some rare occasions, but the Oak Leaves (or higher) were never awarded as a first decoration for valor. The award of the Knight’s Cross generally followed awards of the Iron Crosses in almost all cases. The German Cross was an intermediate award that bridged the gap between the Iron Cross and Knight’s Cross, but it was not a stepping stone to the Knight’s Cross. The German Cross in Gold was given for heroism in combat.


  Only a small handful of German soldiers received the Diamonds to the Knight’s Cross during the entire six years of the Second World War. It is probably held in the highest esteem of any award that has ever been created. Oberst Hans Rudel, the famous Stuka pilot, was the only recipient of a special award of Gold Oak Leaves in addition to the Diamonds. This was for an incredible record of destroying more 500 enemy tanks and one battleship. Officers receive the lion’s share of the higher decorations in most armies and this was even more prevalent in the German military. Although some enlisted soldiers received the Knight’s Cross, the Oak Leaves and above were reserved almost exclusively for officers. It was not uncommon for a ground or naval commander to receive such a decoration for the performance of his entire unit. Indeed, general officers were awarded higher levels of the Knight’s cross for having contributed significantly to the final outcome of a battle or campaign. Pilots more often received them for personal performance and valor, with a number of “kills” or similar verifiable achievement associated with each successive level of the award.
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