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INTRODUCTION:

Let’s Stop Tithing – And Start Trusting

Hello from Tony and Lorna – we are a semi-retired couple from Brisbane, Australia.
We’re Christians who believe in God’s power to heal and restore, both physically and financially.
We wrote this book years ago to encourage faith. But today, we need to say something very different – we were wrong about tithing.
For decades, we taught and practiced the tithe – the idea that Christians are obligated to give 10% of their income to the church.
But after many years, personal experience, and deeper study of Scripture, we’ve come to believe that tithing is not a New Testament command – and worse, it can place an unnecessary burden on people and churches.
We now believe the focus should be freedom, not obligation – and that true generosity comes from the heart, not from a law or formula.
This book is no longer about tithing.
It’s about trusting God without fear, giving from grace, and learning how to support the church and one another without manipulation or guilt.
We’re sorry for encouraging tithing as a rule.
Our hope now is to help others walk in the freedom that Christ brings – including financial freedom.
Let this book be a correction, a conversation, and a catalyst to think differently.
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When a Gift Becomes a Trap

You may find this story challenging—or it may resonate deeply.
It’s a real story from our lives as young Christians, with a young family and a new business.
Years ago, our church announced an international conference in South Korea. We were invited to attend, and though we lacked the funds, we felt a prompting to pray and trust God. We didn’t tell anyone—we just left it with God.

Soon, we had to make a decision. The church needed confirmation for flights and accommodation. We stepped out in faith and said yes.

Then something unexpected happened: a kind, older couple from church offered to pay most of the cost. We saw this as God’s provision. We were excited and thankful.

But just days later, that same couple called and said they had changed their minds.
The money wasn’t a gift anymore—it was now a loan.
Suddenly, our faith journey had turned into a financial trap.
What we had received in faith, we now “owed.”
We felt snared—not because we were irresponsible—but because someone else had changed the rules.
We did go on the trip. We were blessed and encouraged.
But we returned with debt, which became a source of stress and regret.
We prayed for wisdom. Then a difficult but freeing idea came to mind.
We decided to use the money we would have given as tithes to pay off the debt.

Yes, we stopped tithing to the church for two months and used that money to clear what we owed.
And you know what? The couple didn’t mind at all.
They were glad the debt was paid.
At the time, we felt guilty for not “tithing.”
But looking back, we now believe we did the right thing.
The guilt wasn’t from God—it was from religion.
We’ve since come to believe that tithing is not a requirement under the New Covenant.
God isn’t keeping a calculator on your giving.
What He wants is your trust, your honesty, and your willingness to love people without being burdened by formulas.
We want to encourage you:
You are not obligated to tithe.
You are invited to give as you are led, with joy—not compulsion.
The lesson we learned is this: Don't let a good intention (like giving) become a trap.
Let your giving be free, Spirit-led, and aligned with your real life—not a burden created by religious expectations.
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God Wasn’t Displeased – And We Were Set Free

The main reason I’m telling this story is simple:
Lorna and I never sensed God’s displeasure when we used what we used to call “our tithes” to pay off that debt.
In fact, we had peace about it. We believed we did the right thing—not the wrong thing—because we were freeing ourselves from a financial trap.

Now, to be clear: we’re not recommending people go around using “tithes” to pay off every kind of debt. But in our case, it felt right. The debt was tied to a church-organised mission trip, and we believed God’s grace covered our decision.

We never did it again, and we don’t regret it. What we do regret is how deeply we were influenced by a system of religious pressure around giving—especially tithing.

Back then, tithing was preached as law.
If you didn’t tithe, you were told you were robbing God. The go-to verse? Malachi 3:8:
“Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me!
But you say, ‘How are we robbing you?’ In your tithes and offerings!”
This verse was used as a hammer over people’s heads. The message was clear:
Give 10% or you’re cursed.
We believed it. We taught it. And we lived under it.
But what we didn’t realise at the time was that Malachi was written under the Old Covenant, to people under the Law.
We aren’t under that covenant anymore—we’re under grace.
Here’s the truth: we didn’t just get into debt because of a miscommunication with that generous couple.
We got into debt because we had come into agreement with a legalistic mindset.
One that said, “God only blesses you if you tithe.”
That’s not the gospel.



Jesus and Tithing – What Did He Really Say?

Let’s be honest—tithing does appear in the New Testament.
But when Jesus mentions it, His message isn’t about what we should give—it’s about why we give, and the attitude behind it.
Look at this example from Luke 18:10–14:

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector...
The Pharisee said, ‘I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all I get.’
But the tax collector said, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’
Jesus said it was the tax collector who went home justified—not the one who tithed.”
I can relate to the Pharisee. I used to pray things like,
“Lord, I tithe faithfully—can you please bless me now?”
I now see that kind of prayer for what it was: a transactional faith, not a trusting one.

Jesus wasn’t impressed by the Pharisee’s tithing.
He was moved by the humility of the tax collector.
Another key passage is Matthew 23:23:

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!
You give a tenth of your spices... But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness.
You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.”
Some people use this verse to say, “See, Jesus still told them to tithe.”
But they forget who He was talking to: people still under the Law.
Jesus was not commanding Christians to tithe.
He was calling out religious leaders for their hypocrisy.
Their hearts were hard. Their giving meant nothing.



So What Now?

Does that mean we stop giving altogether?
Absolutely not.
It means we stop giving under pressure, fear, or law—and instead give from a heart of love, joy, and freedom.

Tithing puts a ceiling on generosity. Grace giving opens the door to whatever God wants to do—whether it’s 2%, 20%, or simply helping someone in need.

In the next chapters, we’ll look at what the New Testament actually teaches about giving—and how you can walk in the freedom of Spirit-led generosity.
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When Giving Becomes Pressure — Take a Pause

Let me release some pressure from your shoulders.

This chapter is not about how much you should give.
In fact, I want to encourage you to consider something radical:
What if you stopped giving for a season—just to see whether your faith is truly rooted in grace, or in guilt?

I’m not trying to manipulate you into giving less or giving more.
I’m making the case for attitudinal change.
Not because you’re bad—but because we’ve all been shaped by teachings that may have misrepresented God’s heart.
If your giving is still driven by fear of being cursed or by hope of being blessed, then you're not giving from freedom—you're giving from pressure.
And Jesus came to set us free.
Let’s shift the focus from “how much should I give?” to
“what is the condition of my heart as I give?”
As Paul wrote:

“We have spoken openly to you; our heart is wide open.”
— 2 Corinthians 6:11
When our hearts are open, giving flows naturally.
When our hearts are manipulated, giving becomes burdensome.



The First Tithe Wasn’t a Rule

Let’s take a closer look at Hebrews 7, which quotes Genesis 14, the very first time the word "tithe" appears in the Bible.

In Genesis 14, Abraham has just returned from rescuing Lot and defeating his enemies.
He meets Melchizedek, the priest of God Most High.
Melchizedek blesses Abraham—and only after the blessing, Abraham gives him a

	Abraham was already blessed.

	He gave a tenth—not out of obligation, but out of honour.

	He refused to accept riches from the king of Sodom, saying he didn’t want anyone but God to get credit for his prosperity.















	To get rich

	To secure a victory

	To earn God’s favour

	Or because someone preached Malachi 3:8 at him












	Am I giving because I’m afraid not to?

	Have I believed I’m cursed if I don’t tithe?

	Do I think God will only bless me if I give enough?

	Can I trust God to provide—even if I stop giving for a time?
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