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00.Preliminary Note
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The present work can be seen as a sequel to the story “Life in Paradise”. At the same time, “From Paradise to Mars” is quite an independent piece.

The events described in the story offered to the reader are documentary accurate. Their veracity is based on the literary rule of presumption of truthfulness mentioned in the introduction to “Life in Paradise”. The author looks forward to expeditions to the neighboring planet, which will dispel the skeptics' disbelief.  
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01.Chapter 1
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Angels Michael and Gabriel sat on a modest bench in the shade of a pear tree that had taken tenacious roots and spread its wide crown at the entrance to Paradise. Their eyes were fixed on an ancient structure, a stone gate of unparalleled beauty, made of dark red porphyry.

Through this friendly gate, many, many years ago, some of the characters in this story entered the coveted land. Now the wings of the angels were folded, but their faces were concentrated, their mouths not verbose, their words meaningful. The future of the said inhabitants of Paradise was discussed. Let us remind ourselves of them.

The former Rabbi Hershel is a native of the city of Vilna. Fate brought the young expert of the Holy Scriptures to the Ukrainian town of Bozhin. Not wealth, but wisdom and righteousness became the steps of the steep ladder on which Hershel climbed to the high rabbinical post. Note that this true Litvak was known as an irreconcilable antihasid. The inevitable day came, and the honest soul ascended to Heaven, and the angel Michael, the chief over Paradise, welcomed the newcomer into the bosom of his domain.

The hasid Ayzik, a former tzadic in Bozhin, was a man of wealth and was beloved by his disciples. The Supreme Heavenly Court, which decided whether to send the newcomer to Paradise or Hell, did not immediately rule in favor of the hasid, and poor Ayzik's soul was tormented for a long time of waiting at the porphyry gate. In Bozhin the rabbi and the tzadic were known to be ideological opponents. Paradise reconciled their souls.

Another character is George. Here in Paradise the nickname Giora has been assigned to him, but we will stick for the time being to his strange name, which he received at birth. George died at a young age. Strong and resolute, he fought bravely against the oppressors of his people. He was modest, but he drew the timid-hearted youths after him. During his lifetime George did not adhere to either Hershel's supporters or Ayzik's followers, but he kept the commandments of God sacredly. The hero was killed in one of the fights with wine-addled thugs of Bozhin and, of course, rightfully took his place in Paradise.

The Vilna boy Hershel secretly loved the neighbor girl Malka. His move to Bozhin separated the young hearts. And soon a ruthless death took away the pure soul of the young virgin. Many years later, in Heaven, Hershel met Malka again and opened up to her, but the belated frankness was in vain. “Why these words? Better never than late...” - he heard the bitter answer. Wasn't Malka right? There can be no love in Paradise, because there is no flesh, and dreams of the impossible are sinful. 

***
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Four righteous souls - Hershel, Ayzik, George and Malka - were sitting in a row on the green grass, inhaling the wonderful fragrance of fruit trees, listening to the chirping of birds of paradise, looking at the white clouds smiling at them from the blue sky, and basking in the warm rays of the gentle sun. But their thoughts were not quite calm, and a brook of anxiety murmured in their hearts. Why had the angel Michael called them to the Glade of Reflection at the hour of noon? Of course, sinless souls have no reason to fear the news, but it is not for nothing that the enlightened inhabitants of paradise nicknamed this cozy corner “Glade of Dilemmas”. It is hard to choose after many years of serenity, and it is not a Paradise business to make decisions.

Michael, the ruler of paradise, and Gabriel, his constant companion, did not make them wait long. As soon as the impeccably accurate sundial indicated noon, the two angels descended to the Glade of Reflection. “Punctuality is the nobility of Heaven!” - thought Hershel. Then the angel Nasargiel, the chief over Hell, showed himself, and this circumstance alarmed Ayzik. However, the anxiety of the former hasid was in vain - the host of the Hell had a short talk with Gabriel about the current affairs of the office and flew away.

- Gabriel and I are glad to see you, Malka, Hershel, Ayzik and George, in health and contentment, though, when you think about it, the state of the souls dwelling in Paradise cannot be otherwise! - pronounced Michael words of welcome.

- We are flattered by your attention, honorable angels,” Malka answered gallantly for all of them, ”and of course we are anxious to know the reason for the invitation to the Glade of Reflection.

- It will be very, very soon, our dear righteous ones. Michael will explain to you the purpose of this meeting,” assured the angel Gabriel.

- So I begin,” Michael said with an expression of both kindness and seriousness in his face, ”Paradise, as we know, is the place of the highest triumph of the spirit, the dream of all and the reward of the few. A spiritualized eternal life is the happy lot of the worthy ones!

- Forgive me, Michael, but I heard a note of reproach in your words,” the proud George interrupted boldly.

- Oh, no, my brave Giora,” Michael objected, ”it is only a statement of fact. Life teaches us that sometimes the strain of happiness is fraught with mental fatigue. Then a wish for newness unconsciously matures. But is change for the better possible for the inhabitants of Paradise? Of course not! However, sometimes a speck will beautify the diamond...

- In my earthly life I was a bit of a diamond merchant, and I can confirm that a flirtatious speck on the sharp top of a stone, if not adding to its price, would bring freshness,” Ayzik said.

- Exactly: freshness! - Gabriel exclaimed, - and now my friend will reveal to you, our precious righteous diamonds, that there is room in Paradise for fresh alternatives!

- Now, please listen to my words,” Michael said solemnly, ”you, natives of Earth, do not know that God
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