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my true introduction to upper New England humor and their folk ways during my

five years there.

It took a while to return for good, with Boston, Manhattan and San Francisco

as side trips along the way. But in 1972 T moved back Northeast, settling in the
Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee area of New Hampshire.

I’ve lived here ever since, but after more than thirty-five years, ’'m still not a
“local” There are rigid rules about these things. I'm not sure what they are, but it has
something to do with having both great-grandparents born there, or nearby, to be
considered “local” I once met a genuine New Hampshire native who explained that
“jest cuz a cat has her kittens in the oven, it don’t make ’em muffins.”

So I'll never be a “muffin.” Still, I don’t mind being “that artist fella who writes

books and lives up on County Road in that big place behind the gas station.”

Wowig

New London, New Hampshire
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For all my Vermont and New Hampshire friends,
especially Steve A., Nannie, Jill and Steve C., Stephanie, Amanda,

Barbara, Barbie, Connie, Peggy, Timmie, Nancy, Janet and David,
McGuft, those monk fellas, Bern and Peter, Kelly, Andrea, Philip
(and their better halves), and without a doubt, Bob.

Special thanks to Sherry Litwack, Julie Cummins, Patrick Hart,
Caroline Litwack, Michaela May, and John Peters, who helped
with the initial research for an American folktale book.

And, of course, to all those toothless “fahmahs” and big-bosomed

“womin” who were so good to me when I was a “youngstah.”
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PRepuc

ome of these stories were inspired by jokes or shaggy-dog stories I have heard
over the years. Others are based on obscure folktales. A few are original with me,
but would never have entered my imagination if I had not lived in Vermont and New

Hampshire. (One actually happened to me, and Ill never forget it.)

My love affair with northern New England began one summer in 1947 when my
parents took me and my two younger sisters to visit friends on Malletts Bay in Lake
Champlain near Burlington, Vermont, for ten days.
We left home in Meriden, Connecticut, and drove up through the western part
of the state into Massachusetts, traveling through beautiful, quaint towns such as
Williamstown, Great Barrington and Stockbridge (home to Norman Rockwell), where
the Berkshires hinted at the mountains to come in Vermont.
And sure enough, over the border in Vermont, the Green Mountains began.
Majestic and greener than any twelve-year-old could imagine, they rose up out of

corn-filled meadows dotted with calendar-perfect red barns. Outside of Manchester

viii
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the mountains gave way to rolling dairy farmland filled with cows, and, before we
knew it, Lake Champlain sparkled in the distance.

Ten magical days sped by.

I was up at the crack of dawn and out in the rowboat with mist rising from the
lake, catching perch and cleaning it to fry for breakfast.

I discovered pepper steaks, a local treat served with French fries doused with
malt vinegar instead of catsup.

Almost every day we bought fresh tomatoes and sweet corn at farm stands

where, for the first time, I heard the old Vermont accent. Aiyah instead of “yeah”;

hewseinstead of “house”; fahm instead of “farm”; and kews instead of “cows.” (If there

are any North Country words that you don’t understand, there’s a glossary at the end
of the book.)
On the way home, I secretly promised myself that one day I'd live in Vermont,

or at least in New England. But it was as a young man in Weston, Vermont, that I had






