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The Bible presented us with a dismal portrait of an unrepentant mankind. Idolatrous beliefs had spread all over the world, leading to yet another worldwide effort to undermine God, headquartered at the Tower of Babel and orchestrated by the self-proclaimed King of the World, the enslaving, politically savvy warlord Nimrod. He was a powerful demagogue whose very name meant to rebel and whose goal was to declare war on God and banish him from this world. 

There seemed to be no one to fight for the truth. The Creator was looking to be found, but was anyone interested in looking for him? It was reminiscent of the evocative imagery in Song of Songs chapter 2. He is standing behind our wall, looking from the windows, peering from the lattices. But it seems that as far as believing in the one Creator God, who cared about man, was concerned, humanity's motto was, move along now; there is nothing to see here. Indeed, in all his van-glorious hubris, the man had erected an elaborate smoke screen design to hide the divine presence that was virtually impossible to see through. Someone did see through our forefather Abraham, whom God calls through the prophet Isaiah in chapter 41, 'Abraham who loved me.' What an unusual expression.

Throughout the Bible, God does not use this description of any other righteous individual: 'Abraham who loved me.' 

Who was this man, and what was the nature of this love?

His name was first mentioned towards the conclusion of the portion of Noah, which includes the genealogy of the ten generations leading from Noah to Abraham. 

Abraham was born into a woke world that was mired in the deepest disbelief. Despite the recent divine retribution of the flood and the dispersion of the tower's builders, Abraham's father cynically sold idols for a living, though privately admitting that they were nonsensical. We know that as a youth, Abraham rebelled against all the forms of idolatry that had engulfed the world. He stood up against his own family, destroying his father's idols. He clashed with the ruling authorities on account of his faith. On account of his belief, he was condemned to death and thrown into a fiery furnace by King Nimrod, miraculously emerging from that furnace unscathed. 

Abraham's brother Haran died in a place called Ur-Kasdim. Afterward, we read that Tereh took his son, Abraham, and loathed the son of Haran, his grandson, and his daughter-in-law, Sarai, the wife of Abraham, his son, and they departed with him from Ur-Kasdim to go to the land of Canaan. They arrived in Canaan and settled there. Ur-Kasdim, literally the fire of Kasdim, is a veiled reference to Nimrod's fiery furnace.  

King Nimrod also questioned Abraham's brother Haran as to where he stands on this business of faith in one God, and Haran withheld his decision pending Abraham's outcome. When he saw that Abraham had emerged safely from the fire, Haran also declared his allegiance to the God of Abraham. But because his decision was insincere, based only upon expediency, he was consumed by the flames because it doesn't count unless it's real.

So where did he come from? And by this, how did he get and become the person he became? Speaking of Abraham in chapter 41, the prophet Isaiah rhetorically asks the same question. Who inspired the one from the east, at whose every footstep righteousness attended?

Abraham is known to us as the first to recognize that the world has a creator, the first of the faithful. In his early days, Abraham suffered greatly as he attempted to find the truth for himself. But through his penetrating contemplation of the world and intense yearning for truth, he ultimately understood that there is a God, and all this he did on his own, with no teacher or instructor. 

Relating to Abraham's spiritual maturation, Abraham looked upon the world and said, how could no one be in charge here? Who is the master of the house? The Holy One, blessed be he, appeared to him and said, I am the master of the world. By deeply contemplating the world, Abraham could recognize God's presence. He understood that there's one God who created everything and runs the world, and there's no one besides him.

As a result of his intense sincerity and his desire for truth, Abraham experienced a revelation. He understood that there was a creator but stood alone, for he stood on one side against the whole world. We can hardly imagine the courage and determination fueled by the purest faith that enabled this man to face the challenge of leaving behind everyone and everything he knew. We can hardly imagine what the story of his being thrown into Nimrod's fiery furnace means. Can there be a more robust representation of the price one may be called upon to pay in this world for standing up to those who control through threat and terror, those who rule over others through darkness and fear? Yet Abraham was not intimidated by these powers and did not give in to vulnerability and fear. He saw the world through a lens of kindness. He perceived the divine love and kindness through which and for which creation was brought into being. And this led him straight to a recognition of the Creator himself. He perceived the kindness of the Creator reflected in the world, and thus, seeking to emulate the Creator, he fervently clung to the attribute of kindness his whole life. This is why the patriarch Abraham is synonymous with kindness. Bestowing acts of kindness upon others was the primary way he served God and brought others to God because it was through kindness that he found God. 

Here is the secret of Isaiah's extraordinary expression, 'Abraham who loved me. 'What exactly did God see in him to be deserving of this status that he didn't see in anyone else? Abraham was one, says the prophet Ezekiel. There wasn't another like him in all the world because Abraham revealed the truth on his own. All people are the total of their education, accumulated knowledge, and experiences, but not Abraham. He didn't start with any preconceptions at all. Nobody promised him a reward; nobody threatened punishment, and he was not motivated by any external factor. He loved God for his own sake, a love not conditional or motivated by any other concern or interest. He had no teacher. Through his intuitive wisdom, Abraham revealed the truth before any commandments were ever given, and he kept them on his own just for Hashem's sake.

Abraham is the example par excellence of what it means to serve God motivated by love alone. Abraham had no motive other than to cling to the truth. No wonder so much is made in the teachings of our sages over how Abraham found God on his own. This is why God called him the one who loved me.

Think about what it means to stand on one side alone against the world, the strength it took not to be swayed by surroundings, society, friends, and family, to unabashedly oppose all those holding onto falsehood, which was everybody, but he did it with love. Facing down the whole world didn't bother him. He was ready to teach the truth with love and kindness to everyone. But, indeed, there had been others before him, such as the righteous Noah. We know that there had been righteous individuals in the world before Abraham. He was not the first man of God in history. Yet with expressions like Abraham was one.

Because to Abraham, loving God meant that he did not keep God to himself. He was the first one to understand that he had to teach others to take responsibility for others to raise new generations. It wasn't just Abraham, the lone individual. Chapter 12 and verse 5 tell us that Abram and his wife left to go to the land of Canaan, taking with them the souls they made in Haran. These were the people whom they brought to God. In chapter 18, God says, shall I conceal from Abraham what I do, now that Abraham is to become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by him? For I have loved him, for he commands his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of God, doing charity and justice.

Abraham was unique in that he understood that he had to pass it on, raise people and families, initiate societal change, and advertise and promote the name of God throughout the world. Thus, chapter 12 tells us that he called out in the name of God, journeying steadily towards the south. He went blazing this trail for the whole world. For Abraham, loving God meant not only to love him but also to work towards making him loved by others. True love of God motivates a person to want others to love. If a person loves God and thinks, I'm good, I'm good with God, I do good deeds, but his heart doesn't burn with pain that others don't know God. He should learn, do, and cling to God if he's not motivated. That shows that something is lacking in his love of God because real love means not keeping it to oneself but also wanting others to experience that love. May we merit walking to live on the path of our Father Abraham, who educated us in faith, love, and knowledge of God. He is the root of the path to God, and whoever turns to God earnestly is his offspring.

Abraham emerges as one man, all alone in the world, to light a candle in the darkness and single-handedly wage a campaign against the falsehood and hypocrisy of this world. Abraham's mission will be to spread the truth of the one God in this world, and the center for his operations and activities, the headquarters God instructs him, will be the land of Canaan. God tells him, you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who curses you, I will curse. And all of the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you.

Abraham is the father of all converts and spiritual seekers who love God throughout every age. God declared that they were all the children of Abraham, who loved me.
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You're invited to step back some 4,000 years to explore the ancient land of the Bible, what we now call the Middle East, and meet legendary people whose stories have influenced millions of lives throughout history. You'll see how God leads Abraham to his ultimate test of faith. Will he sacrifice his son at the Lord's command?

They are an integral part of history's most revered work of literature, the Bible—first, the story of Abraham and Sarah. We'll travel from the ancient Babylonian city of Ur, which is in modern-day Iraq, north to the town of Haran, in the region we now call southern Turkey, and then finally south into the land of Canaan, today part of Israel and Lebanon.

What was so special about Abraham and Sarah, who were chosen to give birth not only to a great nation but also, to one of the most inspirational spiritual revolutions of all time? Abraham and Sarah were quite human. Even though he questioned and occasionally challenged God's will, Abraham continued to exhibit faith, gratitude, and a unique loyalty to God on such a monumental scale that he deserves to be called, as he is the father of us all.

Our story begins in the city of Ur, in what is today Iraq. Here is where Abraham and Sarah spent their early years, about 2,000 years before the birth of Christ. The concept of one God had not yet been widely accepted, and they were surrounded by people who worshipped idols. In his waning years, Abraham's father, Terah, decided to move from Ur to the land of Canaan. So, he took Abraham, Sarah, and his grandson Lot. They first traveled northward some 500 miles to Haran. Today, Haran is called Tell el-Mugayyar in southeastern Turkey. They settled there, and that is where Terah died.

As the years passed, Abraham and Sarah lived an ordinary pastoral life. But there remained a tremendous void in their lives. They were never able to have children. When Abraham was 75 years old, God challenged him to his first test of faith. In Genesis 12, God said to Abraham, go from your country, your kindred, and your father's house to the land I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great.

Abraham left his homeland in Haran to embark on a treacherous journey of some 400 miles south to the land of Canaan. His faith was strong, and he did as God commanded. With no maps to guide him and not knowing the languages, he had to barter for provisions as he traveled through strange and sometimes hostile lands. When the caravan reached Canaan, God once again appeared, and in Genesis 12:7, the Lord said to Abraham, to your offspring, I will give this land.

Abraham continued his journey through the land of Canaan to the Oak of Moreh at Shechem and to the mountains to the east of Bethel, where he built altars, a tribute to his faith in God.

As time passed, however, Abraham's faith appeared to waver. Here he was, as God had led him, in a foreign land surrounded by pagans, and he and Sarah were still childless. How would he give this land to his offspring when he had no land or children? And to make matters even worse, a severe famine swept through Canaan. Abraham and Sarah could not survive if they remained in Canaan. Not waiting for any divine message, Abraham took Sarah, Lot, and the rest of his household and went down to the more fertile land of Egypt, where there was sure to be food. Before entering Egypt, Abraham had known about the killing of husbands and the kidnapping of wives. Not yet ready to trust entirely in God's promise to ensure his safety, that evening, Abraham devised a plot that may very well have saved his life. He told Sarah, you are a beautiful woman, and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, this is his wife, and they will kill me, but they will let you live. Tell them instead, you are my sister. As Abraham feared, the caravan was stopped as they entered Egypt. When the officials of Pharaoh saw Sarah, they were impressed with her beauty and took her into Pharaoh's household. She was prepared for her introduction. When she was presented to Pharaoh, he was taken with her exotic appearance and the fact that she was a stranger in his land. Of course, he had no idea that she was Abraham's wife. Pharaoh had been told she was unmarried, and he took her for his wife.

What was Sarah to do? She could not protest, for to do so would have endangered Abraham. As time passed, the pleased Pharaoh rewarded Abraham with generous gifts, including camels, sheep, oxen, slaves, and donkeys. But then, Pharaoh and his entire household suddenly became deathly ill. Because of his sin with Sarah, the Lord had afflicted Pharaoh and his people with great plagues, even though Pharaoh did not know that Sarah was indeed Abraham's wife. 

The hurt and angry Pharaoh summoned Abraham and blamed him for the plagues. What have you done to me? Why did you not tell me Sarah was your wife? Why did you say she was your sister, so I took her for my wife? Here is your wife, then. Take her and be gone.

It was a wealthier and more prosperous Abraham who took his family and returned to the land of Canaan. By then, Abraham and Lot owned so many cattle that their herders were fighting each other for choice grazing lands. In a generous gesture befitting the benevolence of a true patriarch, Abraham took Lot to a point overlooking the land and said, let there be no strife between you and me and between your herders and mine, for we are kindred. Is not the whole land before you? Separate yourself from me. If you take the land to the left, then I will take the land to the right. Or if you take the right, I will go to the left.

The young Lot chose the better site, the rich and fertile land of Jordan, described in the Bible as well-watered everywhere, like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. Lot settled among the cities of the plain and moved his tent as far as Sodom, and Abraham settled in Canaan.

In Genesis 13:14, the Lord said to Abraham, raise your eyes now and look from where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward. For all the land that you see, I will give to you and your offspring forever. I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth so that if one can count the dust of the world, your offspring also can be counted. So, rise, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.

Abraham led his household through the land of Canaan and eventually set up his tents in Mamre, as God commanded him. There, Abraham built an altar to the Lord. It was there that this patriarch of peace was drawn into battle. A mighty war was being waged in the valley of Siddim, near the southern end of the Dead Sea, near the peninsula of Al-Issa. The armies of the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah were routed by their enemies. The people of Sodom and Gomorrah fled to the hills while the enemy took all their goods and provisions.

And along with them, they took Abraham's nephew Lot as a prisoner. One of the escaped soldiers came and told Abraham that Lot had been taken captive. That night, Abraham assembled the men of his house, according to the Bible, 318 of them, and took off after the end. Abraham's army caught up with them, and under darkness, they attacked. The surprised enemy was routed and defeated. Abraham rescued Lot and brought back all the goods that had been taken. For his heroism and his deeds in battle, Abraham was honored and blessed by Melchizedek, the king of Salem, an early name for Jerusalem, who is referred to in the Bible as a priest of God Most High. And Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. But when the grateful king of Sodom offered to let Abraham keep all the goods he had recovered in battle, Abraham declined. He took nothing. He said to the king of Sodom, I have sworn to the Lord God Most High, maker of heaven and earth, that I would not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours so that you might not say, I have made Abraham rich. 

That night, the word of the Lord came to Abraham in a vision. In Genesis 15:1, the Lord said to Abraham, do not be afraid, Abraham. I am your shield. Your reward shall be very significant. Look toward heaven and count the stars. If you can count them, so shall your descendants be. 

Whether it was impatience or a lack of faith, Sarah decided to take matters into her own hands. At that time, Sarah had an Egyptian slave girl named Hagar, and Sarah decided that Abraham should take her as a concubine to produce an heir. Sarah said to Abraham that the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. Go into my slave girl. It may be that I shall obtain children by her. After Abraham had lived ten years in Canaan, Sarah took Hagar, her slave girl, and gave her to her husband Abraham as a wife. And when Abraham was 86 years old, Hagar bore Abraham a son. They named the child Ishmael. Thirteen years later, when Abraham was 99, God once more appeared and repeated His promises to Abraham. This time, however, he also added a ritual requirement. In Genesis 17:4, God said, as for me, this is my covenant with you. You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and nations of you and kings shall come from you. And I will give to you and your offspring after you the land where you are now an alien, or the land of Canaan for a perpetual holding. Every male among you shall be circumcised when he is eight days old, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. Any uncircumcised male shall be cut off from his people. He has broken my covenant.

At the same time, God also told Abraham he would give him a son by Sarah. Abraham fell laughing. He asked himself, how can a child be born to a man who is 100 years old? How can Sarah, who is 90 years old, bear a child? Abraham then pleaded that God might recognize his son Ishmael. Oh, that Ishmael might live in your sight. In Genesis 17:19, God replied, no, but your wife Sarah shall bear you a son, and you shall name him Isaac. As for Ishmael, I have heard you. I will bless him and make him fruitful and exceedingly numerous. He shall be the father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear you at this season next year.

That very day, Abraham, with his son Ishmael, and all the men of his household were circumcised. Sometime later, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day, Abraham looked up, and three men suddenly appeared before him. Abraham ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. In the tradition of Eastern hospitality, Abraham brought them water to wash their feet and had Sarah and his servants prepare food for the visitors. Abraham set food before them, and they ate. They said to him, where is your wife Sarah? And he said, there, in the tent. Then one said, I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son. 

The men then set out for Sodom, and Abraham went with them to show them the way. As the men turned and headed for Sodom, Abraham remained and spoke to the Lord. The Lord explained to Abraham that there was a great outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah for their wickedness and sin, and he had come to judge them. Abraham then fulfilled God's promise that he would be a blessing even to other nations. He stood before God and questioned his decision to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. If there were even a few God-fearing people, could not the sinners be saved? Suppose fifty righteous are within the city; will you destroy the place? And the Lord responded to Abraham, if I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake. Then Abraham continued to bargain with God. Will you destroy the entire city if you find forty-five righteous people? God answered no. Abraham persisted, how about forty? How about thirty? How about twenty? And then, perhaps remembering, he was indeed arguing with the Almighty. Do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there. Abraham's argument convinced the Lord and the Lord promised Abraham, for the sake of ten righteous, I will not destroy it. And the Lord went up from Abraham.

That evening, as the two angels arrived in Sodom, Lot, Abraham's nephew, was sitting in the gateway. He greeted them and urged them to wash and rest and feast in his home, which they did. But before they could lie down to rest, all the city's men, young and old, surrounded the house and shouted to Lot, where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we may know them. Lot stood his ground, confronted the crowd, and said, I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. Look, I have two daughters who do not know a man. Let me bring them out to you. Do to them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for they have come under the shelter of my roof. But the mob would have none of that. Stand back, they yelled. This fellow came here as an alien, and he would play the judge? Now, we will deal worse with you than with them. Then they pressed hard against Lot and came near the door to break it down. But the angels of the Lord stood before the crowd, and they struck with blindness the men who were at the door of the house, young and old, so they could not find the door. Then the angels of the Lord told Lot the outcry against Sodom had become great before the Lord. Take your family out of this place, for we are about to destroy it. When morning dawned, the angels once again urged Lot, saying, get up, take your wife and your two daughters, or else you will be consumed in the punishment of the city. When they are outside, run for your life, flee to the hills, and do not look back or stop anywhere in the plain, or if you look back, you will perish. Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from out of heaven, and he destroyed those cities and all the plain and all their inhabitants and everything that grew on the ground.

Lot, his daughters, and his wife struggled to escape. But Lot's wife behind him could not resist the temptation. She looked back and became a pillar of salt. Early the next morning, Abraham went to the place where he had stood before the Lord, and he gazed down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and the plain, and all he could see was the smoke rising, as it is described in the Bible, like the smoke of a furnace.

Lot escaped to the hills and lived in a cave with his two daughters. Worried that they would have no children, the older daughter said to the younger, come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him so that we may preserve offspring through our father. So, they made their father drink wine that night, and the older daughter went in and lay with her father. He did not know when she lay down or when she rose. The next night, they also made Lot drink wine; this time, the younger daughter lay with her father. Both Lot's daughters became pregnant by their father. The older bore a son named Moab, the ancestor of the Moabites. The younger bore a son named Benami, the ancestor of the Ammonites.

The Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son, Isaac, whom Abraham named. Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. Abraham was one hundred years old. 

The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast. When Sarah saw Abraham's son Ishmael playing with Isaac on the night of the celebration, she became jealous. She said to Abraham, cast out this slave woman with her son, for he shall not inherit along with my son Isaac. Abraham was caught between his love for his wife and his son. God's voice came to Abraham and told him to do as Sarah had asked, and through Isaac, God said, that offspring shall be named for you. So, Abraham rose early in the morning, took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar. He sent her away along with Ishmael. They wandered about in the wilderness of Beersheba. When the water in the skin was gone, she left the boy and sat down opposite him a good way off, for she had not the heart to listen to his cries and watch him die. Do not let me look on the death of the child, she cried. God heard the cries of Ishmael, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, do not be afraid, for God has listened to the boy's voice where he is. Come, lift the boy and hold him fast with your hand, or I will make a great nation of him. Then God opened Hagar's eyes, and she saw a spring of water. She took some in her hand and gave Ishmael a drink. Ishmael and Hagar survived their banishment.

Today, Muslims trace their ancestry to Abraham through Ishmael. The pain and suffering of Ishmael and Hagar pale by comparison, however, to the ordeal that Abraham suffered when God challenged Abraham with his cruelest test of faith. In Genesis 22:2, the Lord said to Abraham, take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.

What must Abraham have felt? Should he obey God's command to slaughter his son? He dutifully saddled his donkey and took his son Isaac and two of his young men. He cut the wood for the burnt offering and went where God had shown him. On the third day of their sad journey, they reached the place God had chosen for the sacrifice. Abraham told the young men traveling with him to stay with the donkey while Abraham and Isaac went to worship. We will come back to you, said Abraham. 

Abraham carried the fire and the knife, while Isaac carried the wood. When they reached the spot, Abraham erected an altar. Isaac questioned his father: the fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering? Abraham then responded with the heart-rending words, God will provide himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.

When Abraham had completed the altar, he seized his son Isaac and tied his limbs together, as he would ritually tie the limbs of a sacrificial animal. He laid Isaac on the fire. He then reached out, and without revealing his feelings, he raised the knife and prepared to kill his son. Only then did the angel of the Lord intervene.

Abraham! Abraham! he called.

Abraham responded, here I am!

The angel of the Lord said, do not lay your hand on a boy or do anything to him, for now, I know that you fear God since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.

And Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven; I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessings for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.

Genesis 22:15, the story of Abraham and Sarah ends, and the story of Isaac, Jacob, and Esau begins in Canaan, in the land we now call Israel.

According to the Old Testament, Isaac's mother, Sarah, died in Hebron, Canaan, when she was 127 years old. Abraham, Isaac, and her loved ones mourned and wept and buried her in a cave facing Mamre.

Three years later, when Isaac was 40 years old, Abraham ordered his oldest, most trusted servant to find a wife for Isaac. In the tradition of the times, Abraham had him place his hand under his thigh and made him swear by the Lord that he would not choose a wife for Isaac from the Canaanites among whom they were living. Instead, Abraham wanted his servant to go back to Abraham's ancestral lands in Paddan Aram, where he might find a more suitable wife for Isaac. But suppose the woman doesn't want to follow me back here, asked the servant. Shall I take Isaac back to your homeland? No, it would help if you promised me that you would not take Isaac back there. Abraham explained that if the woman were unwilling to follow him, the servant would be free from the oath he had sworn.

The faithful old servant then took ten of his master's camels, loaded them with beautiful gifts, and set off for the city of Nahor, which is close to Haran. He reached the city outskirts toward evening and had his camels kneel beside the well of water. The women of the town were already out to draw water from the well. The servant prayed, asking for some sign from the Lord to help him choose a wife for Isaac from among those women. O Lord, he said, I am standing here by the spring of water, and the daughters of the townspeople are coming out to draw water. When I say, please let me sip a little water from your jar, let the one you have chosen for Isaac say, drink, and I will water your camels also. Even before he had finished praying, the beautiful Rebekah, daughter of one of Abraham's nephews, appeared with a water jar on her shoulder. The servant went to meet her and said, please let me sip a little water from your jar. He wondered if she was the woman God had chosen to be the wife of Isaac. Then Rebekah answered. She answered with a sign from God: drink, my Lord, and I will also draw water for your camels. The servant knew then that God had chosen Rebekah to be the wife of Isaac and asked if there was room for him to spend the night in her father's house. Rebekah ran home and told her brother Laban what had happened, and Laban returned to the spring to invite the stranger and his party into their home. Before they ate, the servant told Rebekah's family that he had been sent by Abraham to find a wife for Isaac, and recognizing that the Lord blessed the servant, they agreed to let Rebekah leave with him. The next morning, Rebekah and her maids prepared for the long trip back to Canaan. Then, they mounted the camels and went with the servant to meet Isaac.

Isaac was settled in the Negev and happened to be out for a stroll in the field. When he looked up, he saw camels approaching and went to meet the caravan. When Isaac and Rebekah saw each other for the first time, it was love at first sight. She slipped quickly from her camel and whispered to the servant, who is that man over there, walking in the field to meet us? The servant said that is my master, Isaac. Rebekah quickly covered herself with her veil, as was proper for a maiden. The servant then introduced Rebekah to Isaac and told him everything that had happened on his trip, how he prayed for a sign from the Lord, and how the beautiful Rebekah gave him that sign. Rebekah and Isaac fell in love and were married, and there was a grand celebration.

In Genesis 24:67, the Bible tells us that Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent. He took Rebekah; she became his wife, and he loved her. So, Isaac was comforted after his mother's death. 

Abraham lived to the age of 175, as the Bible describes him as an old man full of years. His sons, Isaac and Ishmael, came together for the last time to bury their beloved father in the cave of Machpelah, in the field east of Mamre, where they had buried Sarah.
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Chief Places Abraham Lived

Ur

More recent scholars have expressed doubt about southern location for Ur. Sumerian Ur is never called "Ur of the Chaldeans" in hundreds of references in cuneiform texts. The Chaldeans were related to the Arameans, and didn't penetrate the area of southern Mesopotamia until about 900 BC. Genesis 24:4, 7 seems to put Abraham's birthplace in Upper Mesopotamia where Laban lived. An Elba tablet refers to "Ur in Haran." Nevertheless, a southern location for Ur is still quite tenable. Migrations from southern Mesopotamia accord with records of migrations of Amorites into Babylonia from the end of the third millennium BC onward. We also know of the very strong religious connection between Sumerian Ur and Haran. Whatever the actual location of "Ur of the Chaldeans," it doesn't matter to the story of Abraham obeying God's call.

Haran

The site of Haran, a strategic city in ancient times, lies along the Jullab River, near the source of the Balikh River, 24 miles southeast of the Turkish city Urfa, and 60 miles north of the confluence of the Euphrates and Balikh Rivers. It is located on the main road that ran from Nineveh to Carchemish and was regarded of considerable importance by the Assyrian kings. Its chief cult was that of the Mesopotamian moon-god Sin. It was probably founded as a merchant outpost by the Sumerian city of Ur in the late third millennium BC. The name Haran means "highway, road, or caravan" in Akkadian.

Today a village on this site consists of beehive
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