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			INTRODUCTION

			It’s difficult to say exactly when it happened.

			Maybe it was when everyone started getting web access at home. Maybe it was when The Lord of the Rings went to number one at the box office. Maybe it was when iPods became a fashion accessory.

			I don’t know exactly when, but at some point over the past few years, we all became a bit geekier.

			It became all right for people in their twenties and thirties to buy console games. It became all right for adults to read children’s books on trains. It became all right to email rather than phone.

			But how do we know when we’ve gone too far with all of this?

			How do we know when we’ve crossed the line from casual dabbler to genuine geek?

			This book can help you find out.

			Just check the boxes that apply to you as you read this book, add up your score, and fill out the appropriate certificate. Then cut it out and show it to your friends. If you have any.

			If this book makes you realize that you’re geekier than you thought, please don’t try to hide it. Don’t become one of those contact lens wearers who hide their consoles in drawers and sneak off to the bathroom for covert Tolkien breaks. You’ll be much happier if you accept your true nature and come out of the geek closet right away.

			Tim Collins

			London, 2005

		

	
		
			
				FAQS

				I’m already pretty sure that I’m a geek.

				Is it still worth taking this test?

				Yes. In fact, if you think you’ve achieved an especially high score, email me at areyouageek​@​hotmail.​co.​uk and I’ll tell you where you rank. But cheats beware—I might come around to your house to check that you’ve answered each section honestly. Except the “Sex” section.

				I’m a girl. Can I take the test?

				Yes. I’m well aware that, contrary to popular myth, many geeks these days are female. So, to make things fair, I’ve included a female version of the “Sex” section. Although you might have to stick to the male “Sex” section if you’re a lesbian who has feelings about Gillian Anderson and Sarah Michelle Gellar.

				I want to take the test but I don’t want to deface my new book. What should I do?

				The best thing to do is buy two copies of the book—one to use and one to keep in mint condition. However, if you’re a proper geek, you probably do this with every book you buy.

				What’s TARDIS an acronym for?

				The “FYI” section at the back of the book should give you the answers to any such questions that occur while you’re taking the test. FYI is an acronym for “For Your Information,” in case you didn’t know. And FAQs stands for “Frequently Asked Questions,” in case you didn’t even know that.

			

		

	
		
			• LIFESTYLE •

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You live on your own.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You live with your mum.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						
						…and you’re over 30.

					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						
						…and she still makes your meals, wakes you up in the morning, and checks your appearance before you leave the house.

					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You can’t eat without watching TV at the same time.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You can’t go to the bathroom without taking something to read with you.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve got out of bed in the middle of the night because you couldn’t resist checking your email.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						While emptying your trash can, you’ve spotted litter that dated back more than 30 days.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						If something goes wrong with your computer, you fix it right away, but if your washing machine breaks, you leave it for a while.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						The last time you changed your sheets was over a month ago.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				You have the following posters on your wall:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							Data from Star Trek
						
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Buffy
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							An Escher artwork
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							A map of the world
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							A magic eye picture
							[image: ] 1 point
					

				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You’ve set aside an afternoon specifically to rearrange your CD collection.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve set aside an evening specifically to watch the special features of a DVD.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You had a pizza delivered last night.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						
						…and ate the cold remains of it for lunch today.

					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve completed a takeout loyalty card in the last couple of weeks.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You often drink so much coffee or cola that you can’t sleep at night.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						When you can’t sleep, you find yourself jotting down ideas for brilliant new inventions that make no sense in the morning.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You spend more on eBay than at your local supermarket.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

			

			Look at the “call list” menu on your mobile and write down the last ten numbers you called.

			
				1 …………………………………..

				2 …………………………………..

				3 …………………………………..

				4 …………………………………..

				5 …………………………………..

				6 …………………………………..

				7 …………………………………..

				8 …………………………………..

				9 …………………………………..

				  10 …………………………………..

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						Award yourself one point for every food delivery number you called.
					
						[image: ] points
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				Your personal smell can best be described as:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							Axe
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Medicated soap
							[image: ] 2 points
					

					
							Antiseptic cream
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							Mildew
							[image: ] 4 points
					

					
							A mixture of stale washing, secondhand books and piss
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				You’ve actually done the following slapstick jokes in real life:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							Walking into a lamppost because you were distracted by something
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Slipping on a banana peel
							[image: ] 2 points
					

					
							Looking at your watch while holding a drink, and spilling it down yourself
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							Turning around suddenly while carrying a ladder, and hitting someone with it
							[image: ] 4 points
					

					
							Falling down an open manhole
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						Award yourself two points for every sex line you called.
					
						[image: ] points
				

				
						Award yourself five bonus points if you haven’t called ten numbers yet.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve drunk a soft drink straight from a 1.5 liter bottle to avoid washing a glass.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						On the weekend, you always log in to your email before brushing your teeth.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You believe spraying yourself with deodorant is as good as showering.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve had an argument with a roommate about whose turn it was to wash the dishes.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve had an argument with a roommate about whose turn it was to phone for pizza.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You have a child.
					
						[image: ] -1 point
				

				
						…but you spend more on toys and computer games than they do.

					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						
						…and you’ve forced them to watch Spirited Away instead of the latest Disney animation.

					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You can drive.
					
						[image: ] -1 point
				

				
						…but you call your car “The Enterprise.”
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						…and you say “Engage” when turning the ignition key.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						…and you’ve given someone a detailed description of the engine.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve used a computer today.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						…and it’s the weekend.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						If your mouse breaks, you feel like you’ve had a limb amputated.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						When your computer asks “Are you sure you want to shut down?” you actually think about it, and feel a bit guilty.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You’ve clicked on the option that tells you how long you’ve been playing a certain computer game for, and it was more than a week.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						Before eating a package of M&Ms, you pour them out onto the table in front of you and arrange them according
to color.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You actually quite enjoy the sensation of being addicted to a game and unable to put down the controller.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You often think of ways to complete day-to-day tasks slightly quicker, like adding milk to coffee while you’re waiting for the water to boil, or flushing the toilet while you’re still urinating.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve considered moving to a larger property for the sake of a collection.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You feel strange if you go for longer than an hour without checking news headlines online, on your phone or on TV.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						When doing your monthly budget, you put aside less than $10 for clothes and toiletries, and over $200 for entertainment and technology.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You actually do a monthly budget.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				You’ve arranged your CDs in the following order:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							Alphabetical
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Chronological (the order they were made)
							[image: ] 2 points
					

					
							Autobiographical (the order you bought them in)
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							In order of the color of their spines, to create a spectrum effect
							[image: ] 4 points
					

					
							In order of record label
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				The bag you carry with you all the time is…

				
					
						
						
					
					
							
							…an unbranded rucksack worn by both straps
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							
							…the same gym bag you’ve had since school and have never washed
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							
							…a plastic bag from a comic shop on which the handles are about to break
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

				
					
						[image: ]
					

				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You’ve bought a Happy Meal or box of cereal because it had a promotional gift licensed from a sci-fi blockbuster.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve bought something purely for its ironic value.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						…which cost more than $60.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve listed your religion as “Jedi” when filling in a form.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve eaten some Kendal Mint Cake.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve changed an eating plan after being unable to open a screw-topped jar.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve decided to stay in after being unable to find one of your shoes.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You celebrate Halloween more than your own birthday.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				You’ve tripped over the following things:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							A high curb
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							A loose paving stone
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							Your own feet
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You’ve taken an elevator to travel one floor, which took longer than walking would have done.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’re the only person in your office who hasn’t gotten their kids to record their answering-machine message.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						That’s because you rerecord your answering-machine message every day, giving a detailed description of your schedule for that day.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve been to a midnight opening of a shop when a book, DVD or game was released.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve set up your computer so that you can watch TV at the same time as playing games.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						There are more TVs than rooms in your house.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						
						…and you keep all of them on all the time.

					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						When watching TV, you close the curtains, turn the lights off and sit about three inches away from the screen.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You feel powerless when someone else in the room is holding the remote control.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						In winter, you often get that horrible feeling when it gets dark outside and you realize you haven’t left the house yet.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						In summer, you often get that horrible feeling when it gets dark outside and you realize you haven’t left the house yet.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’re so used to having the curtains closed in summer that it takes you a while to get used to the bright sunshine when you finally leave the house.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You own a thermos bottle.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						[image: ]
						[image: ] [image: ]
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				For you, getting ready to leave the house in the morning means…

				
					
						
						
					
					
							
							…showering, shaving, ironing your shirt and trousers, brushing your teeth, combing your hair, applying deodorant, dressing, leaving the house.

						
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							
							…washing your armpits over the sink, brushing your teeth, putting on clean clothes, leaving the house.

						
							[image: ] 2 points
					

					
							
							…searching for the cleanest pair of pants on your floor, putting on the same clothes as the previous day, leaving the house.

						
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							
							…getting out of bed, leaving the house in the clothes you slept in.

						
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				Your watch has the following features:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							Hourly chime
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Calculator
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Compass
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Multiple time zones
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Waterproof to 200 yards
							[image: ] 1 point
					

				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You bought it so you knew when you could start playing against your trans-Atlantic cyber friends online.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You follow instructions even if they’re clearly just there as a legal mandatory, like checking with your doctor before using your exercise bike.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve had a nightmare about your Nintendo DS, iPod and portable DVD player all running out of batteries at the same time on a long journey.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You know the exact amount of sleep you need to get by and you complain about being tired for the entire following day if you get slightly less.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						Every single plug in your house has a power strip attached to it.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						Your dog is called “Chewie.”
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You have a filing cabinet in your house.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						The only time you ever shower is when you’re itching so much it gets in the way of your game playing.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You have more than five allergies.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						…and one of them is for soap.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You’ve scanned or photocopied a part of yourself.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						The technology inside your house is worth more than the house itself.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You registered your name as a dot com domain back in 1994, so now the lawyer in Philadelphia with the same name as you has to use dot net for his site, even though he attracts five thousand times more traffic than you.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You often get nosebleeds for no apparent reason.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You always keep your books in perfect order, but you don’t mind leaving all your clothes in a pile in front of your closet.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You’ve looked at your watch and realized that your role-playing games session has passed the 12-hour mark.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve looked at your watch and realized that your role-playing games session has passed the 24-hour mark.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve spent more than an hour thinking about the meaning of existence.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You weren’t lying awake at night with insomnia at the time.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You still try to avoid stepping on the cracks between paving stones.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve had a dream that you believed to be a message sent to you by a powerful sage, instructing you to go on a quest.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You have more food delivery menus pinned to your fridge than items of food inside it.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You measure time in how many episodes of Buffy you could have watched.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You have over ten different types of power adaptors in your house (add a point for each additional type).
					
						[image: ] points
				

				
						You’ve taken a day off work on the day a book by your favorite author was released.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve taken a day off work for an astronomical event.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve bought your own pencil sharpener, stapler, calculator or hole punch, just so you could have the best one in the office.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				You’ve devised a contingency plan for the following eventualities:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							A virus turning most of the population into flesh-eating zombies
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							A virus killing most of the population, leaving the survivors to rebuild society
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Hostile alien attack
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Plants or animals turning hostile and trying to wipe out the human race
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Nuclear war
							[image: ] 1 point
					

				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You’ve stuck action figures to your computer at work.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You’ve taken responsibility for the alarm system at every office you’ve ever worked in, as you’re always the first to get in and the last to leave.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You’ve been mentioned briefly in a trade magazine, and sent a photocopy of the article to everyone you know.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You work in an IT department.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						
						…and you’ve thought to yourself, “I can’t believe they’re paying me to do this,” while installing a motherboard.

					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						
						…and you’ve asked someone “How long is a piece of string?” when they wanted to know how long it would take you to fix their computer.

					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						…and you’ve asked someone “Which part of the sentence ‘I’m too busy to do it at the moment’ don’t you understand?”

					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You work in a comic shop.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You don’t work in a comic shop, but you spend all your time hanging around in one anyway.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						When there’s a signing on at your local comic shop, you always turn up early so you can make new friends in the line.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						IF YOU’RE ANGRY WITH SOMEONE AT WORK, YOU SEND THEM AN EMAIL IN UPPER CASE.
					
						[image: ] 1 POINT
				

				
						You’ve eaten cereal out of a measuring cup because you couldn’t be bothered to wash a bowl.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						Your mobile ring tone is the Doctor Who theme, “The Imperial March,” or a recording of yourself shouting “Ring Ring! Pick up your phone!”
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						Your password is “Lothlórien” or “Rivendell.”
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						Your PIN is 1138.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						If you’re really angry with someone at work, you change their screen saver to some porn.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						If you’re really angry with someone at work, you sign up their email address for spam.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve fantasized about being a rock star.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve fantasized about having superpowers.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve fantasized about solving a difficult equation.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						To you, a “marathon” means watching all the extended editions of The Lord of the Rings without stopping, rather than running 26 miles without stopping.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve never answered “No” to the question “Continue?”
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				Total points for this section:

			

			
				
					• BONUS CHECKLIST •

				

				You’ve been called any of the following names:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							Egghead
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Brainiac
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Whiz Kid
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Bookworm
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Hacker
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Poindexter
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Dork
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Dweeb
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Professor
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Square
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Dorkwad
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Four Eyes
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Techie
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Propeller Head
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Loser
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Dungeon Master
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Brains
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Fanboy
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Technocrat
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							AV Guy
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Total
							[image: ] points
					

				

			

		

	
		
			• STYLE •

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You own a T-shirt with the logo of a computer firm on it.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You own a T-shirt with the name of your school chess team on it.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You own a T-shirt with a picture of yourself at a fan convention on it.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve worn a T-shirt for more than five days running (add one point for each additional day).
					
						[image: ] points
				

				
						You’ve worn a pair of underpants for more than five days running (add two points for each additional day).
					
						[image: ] points
				

				
						You find that people tend to stand rather than sit next to you, even on a very crowded bus.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve worn a style of clothing for so long that it came back into fashion as “retro” and “ironic.”
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve worn a shirt with one collar tucked into your sweater and the other sticking out.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You’ve worn clothes that were still slightly damp from being washed.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve worn an item of clothing inside out by mistake.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You’ve worn the waistband of your trousers really high with your shirt tucked in.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve worn a fluorescent safety strip while cycling.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You’ve worn a fluorescent safety strip while walking at night.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve worn orthopedic shoes.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve worn combat gear.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve worn a bow tie.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				The celebrity you most closely resemble is…

				
					
						
						
					
					
							Kevin Smith
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Rick Moranis
							[image: ] 2 points
					

					
							Bill Gates c.1978
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							Clay Aiken from American Idol
						
							[image: ] 4 points
					

					
							Stephen Hawking
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				You have any of the following types of facial hair:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							Downy moustache
							[image: ] 1 point if male
					

					
							 
							[image: ] 2 points if female
					

					
							Stubble (unintentional)
							[image: ] 2 points
					

					
							Goatee
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							Pointed beard
							[image: ] 4 points
					

					
							Beard with no moustache
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You’ve worn a cloak.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You’ve worn sandals and socks.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You’ve worn a mobile phone holster.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You’ve worn a scientific calculator holster.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve worn a fanny pack.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						
						…and you weren’t on vacation at the time.

					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You bought a can of Axe last summer, and you haven’t used it all yet.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						Your coat has more than two pockets (add a point for each additional pocket).
					
						[image: ] points
				

				
						You often get trapped in that situation where you get stuck in the way of someone walking toward you, and you both move the same way to try and get past.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You have bad breath (get someone else to check this if you can’t tell).
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You have a weight problem.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						
						…that you’ve blamed on a rare glandular disorder…

					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						
						…while eating a stuffed-crust pizza.

					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						Your glasses are thicker than this book.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						Your glasses are thicker than The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						Your glasses are thicker than The Lord of the Rings.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You believe that hair washes itself if you leave it alone.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				The place you most frequently buy clothes from is…

				
					
						
						
					
					
							The military surplus store
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Forbidden Planet
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							eBay
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You believe that clothes iron themselves if you wear them.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You believe that spraying your clothes with Axe is as good as putting them in the washing machine.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						If your glasses slip down your nose, you shove them back up by pushing the bridge with your index finger.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve never knowingly been color coordinated.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

			

			Check the clothes you are currently wearing for food stains and draw them on the diagram below.

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						Add a point for every stain you found.
					
						[image: ] point
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				You have the following tattoos:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							An infinity symbol
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							A bar code
							[image: ] 2 points
					

					
							An Atari logo
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							A DNA helix
							[image: ] 4 points
					

					
							A tattoo of Sarah Michelle Gellar’s face that covers your entire back
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						As a child, you wore a school blazer.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						
						…even though it was an optional part of the uniform.

					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						
						…even though it was the weekend.

					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You keep a used tissue stuffed up your sleeve at all times.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You have a sniffle all year round.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve burned off more calories buying sportswear than you ever have playing sports.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve bought an item of clothing because you thought it wouldn’t show stains easily.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You own less than four pairs of trousers.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						
						…and none of them are quite long enough for you.

					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						When deciding which clothes to wear, you often have to smell several items to decide which is least dirty.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						The nearest you’ve gotten to wearing a suit is putting a smart jacket on over the top of your Babylon 5 T-shirt.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You keep your mouth open when concentrating.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						Every time you try to go clothes shopping, you find yourself spending all your time in Tower, Sam Goody or Radio Shack instead.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You believe that the Star Wars character you most
closely resemble is Han Solo.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						Most people believe that the Star Wars character you most closely resemble is Jabba the Hut.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve grown a beard to avoid shaving in the morning, so you can stay in bed slightly longer.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve spent more than $40 on a comic, but never more than $20 on a shirt.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You only replace your clothes when they’re so old that they rip when you try to put them on.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You suspect Jehovah’s Witnesses make a beeline for you when they’re handing out leaflets, as you look like an easy target.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						To you, a mirror is a website that mimics the URL of another one rather than something you glance at to check your physical appearance.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve cut your own hair.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						
						…without looking in a mirror.

					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You have greasy hair.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You had to feel your hair before ticking the last box, as you have no awareness whatsoever of your physical appearance.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You often buy clothes because they’re made from a scientifically innovative fabric, rather than because they’re fashionable.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						[image: ]
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You change your desktop picture more often than your socks.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve actually used those clips you get on the back of mobile phone, iPod and BlackBerry carrying cases that let you attach them to your belt.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						The sartorial disaster you fear most is showing up for the pub quiz wearing the same Red Dwarf T-shirt as the team captain.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You dread going to the hairdresser as much as going to the dentist.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You check your email more frequently than your physical appearance.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

			

			
				Total points for this section:

			

			
				Total points so far:

			

			
				
					• BONUS CHECKLIST •

				

				You’ve seen the following films (one point for each time you’ve seen them):

				
					
						
						
					
					
							
							Star Wars Episodes I, II, III, IV, V and VI
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Every Star Trek movie
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Every Marvel comic adaptation
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Minority Report
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Bladerunner
							[image: ] points
					

					
							2001: A Space Odyssey
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Forbidden Planet
							[image: ] points
					

					
							The Alien films
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Pi
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Jacob’s Ladder
							[image: ] points
					

					
							War Games
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Every Kevin Smith movie
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Every Roger Corman movie
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Every Quentin Tarantino movie
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Every Tim Burton movie
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Every Ed Wood movie
							[image: ] points
					

					
							All the Indiana Jones films
							[image: ] points
					

					
							All the Back to the Future trilogy
							[image: ] points
					

					
							All of The Matrix trilogy
							[image: ] points
					

					
							All of The Lord of the Rings trilogy
							[image: ] points
					

					
							Total
							[image: ] points
					

				

			

		

	
		
			• SOCIAL LIFE •

			
				
					
					
				
				
						The last night out you had was over a week ago.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						The last night out you had was over a month ago.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						The last night out you had was over a year ago.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve been the first person to show up at a party.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve been the only person to show up at a party.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve been to a party that you thought you had the wrong address for, as there was so little noise coming from inside the house.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						At the last party you went to, more than three people told you they were just popping off to get a drink and didn’t return.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You sometimes get the impression that everyone’s waiting for you to leave the party so it can get going properly.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						At the last party you went to, you were disappointed that the Java programmers and the C++ programmers didn’t mingle.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				When dancing you…

				
					
						
						
					
					
							
							…stand on the side of the dance floor and nod your head slightly

						
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							
							…do some robotic-style bodypopping

						
							[image: ] 2 points
					

					
							
							…replicate the moves you learned on Dance Dance Revolution

						
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							
							…replicate the moves you learned watching Queen videos

						
							[image: ] 4 points
					

					
							
							…replicate the moves you learned watching Michael Jackson videos

						
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						You’ve seen someone’s eyes darting around the room in panic to look for someone else to talk to, while you were telling them that Venus is the only planet that rotates clockwise.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve deliberately made friends with someone geekier than you so you could look cool by comparison.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve phoned someone specifically to gloat about beating them at Trivial Pursuit.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						Someone has phoned you to get you to talk them through setting the timer on their video or DVD recorder.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve arranged to meet someone at a really specific time, like 11:47, because you’ve worked out exactly how long it would take you to get somewhere.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						If someone tells you to give them a minute, you time out exactly 60 seconds on your watch.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve missed an important social engagement because there was a Quantum Leap marathon on the Sci-Fi Channel, and it’s not the same if you record it and watch it later.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You spent your last birthday on your own.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You spent last New Year’s Eve on your own.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						When greeting someone, you try to avoid hugging or kissing them.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						When greeting someone, you try to avoid shaking hands with them.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						When greeting someone, you try to avoid looking at them or saying “Hello.”
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve been to a fast-food restaurant on your own.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve been to a cinema on your own.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You’ve been to a heavy rock concert on your own.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve been to a pub on your own.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You’ve been to a fan convention on your own.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You spent all day at the convention in the video room, as you were too scared to go out and talk to new people.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve sent yourself an email.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve left yourself a voice message.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

			

				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						When you lived in a dorm at college, you’d often ask the people in the room next door to be quiet, so you could get on with your studies.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You would do this even on a Friday night.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve played a drinking game based on a film or TV show, such as Star Trek, The X-Files or Babylon 5.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You were alone at the time.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You have less than 30 friends.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You have less than 20 friends.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You have less than 10 friends.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You have less than 10 friends, including people you have only ever communicated with by email.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You have less than 10 friends, including your Sims.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						You’ve attempted to measure your alcohol tolerance by getting drunk and writing down a description of your mental state.
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						Someone has assumed you’re gay because they’ve never seen you with any members of the opposite sex.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve struck up a conversation with someone because they were a fellow early adopter (for example, someone else who had the white iPod earbuds a couple of years ago).
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You usually check the TV guide before deciding whether to go out or not.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				You’ve been to a party where the following happened:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							Everybody played charades
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Everybody left before midnight
							[image: ] 2 points
					

					
							Someone referred to wine as “el vino”
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							No girls turned up
							[image: ] 4 points
					

					
							Everyone solved logic puzzles
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				
					
					
				
				
						When someone accuses you of being boring, you respond with a long and rambling monologue listing reasons why you’re actually quite interesting.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You’ve been the only person who didn’t dance at a wedding, nightclub or concert.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve pretended to have a headache so you could leave a social engagement to go home and read.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You’ve waited until after a TV show to return someone’s call.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve given up on a conversation with someone because they confused Star Trek with Star Wars.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve given up on a conversation with someone because they confused Sauron and Saruman.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						Less than half the people in your office know who you are.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						…and less than 50 people work there.

					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						The vast majority of people in your office only talk to you when they’re thinking of buying a computer and want some advice.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						The only time everyone at work notices that you’ve gone on vacation is when the printer jams and they need someone to fix it.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						You’ve cut out a newspaper headline that contained the name of one of your colleagues and stuck it on the bulletin board.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’ve written a limerick about a work colleague.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						
						…and read it out loud at their birthday drinks.

					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						The only time the best-looking woman in your office spoke to you was when she couldn’t work out how to underline text in Word.
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You tried to start a conversation about this with her at the Christmas party.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						In your last birthday card from work, more than 10 people wrote “Have a good one,” because they’ve never spoken to you.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						A work colleague has invited you to their house on a Saturday.
					
						[image: ] -1 point
				

				
						
						…but it was because they wanted their new PC set up.

					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

				
						The second controller you got as part of your PlayStation 2 package has never been used.
					
						[image: ] 3 points
				

				
						You’ve deliberately lent something to someone at work so you’d have an excuse to go back over and talk to them later.
					
						[image: ] 4 points
				

				
						At your last office party, you found yourself standing in a group consisting of the IT guy, an accountant and the night watchman.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						If someone from your office throws a party, you tend to find out about it the day after it happens.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						To you, “networking” means connecting all the computers in your office together, rather than meeting people who could help your career.
					
						[image: ] 1 point
				

				
						You’re reading this book on a Friday or Saturday night.
					
						[image: ] 2 points
				

				
						You were given this book as a gift in your office “Secret Santa.”
					
						[image: ] 5 points
				

			

			
				
					• BONUS POINTS •

				

				When watching a DVD at a friend’s house, you complain if anyone…

				
					
						
						
					
					
							
							…speaks

						
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							
							…walks in front of the TV

						
							[image: ] 2 points
					

					
							
							…eats

						
							[image: ] 3 points
					

					
							
							…breathes loudly

						
							[image: ] 4 points
					

					
							
							…moves in any way

						
							[image: ] 5 points
					

				

			

			
				Total points for this section:

			

			
				Total points so far:

			

			
				
					• BONUS CHECKLIST •

				

				You’ve watched a full episode of the following TV shows:

				
					
						
						
					
					
							Doctor Who
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Blake’s Seven
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Farscape
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Battlestar Galactica
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Xena
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							The Prisoner
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Firefly
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							The Avengers
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Buffy the Vampire Slayer
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Star Trek
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Star Trek: The Next Generation
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Star Trek: Voyager
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Star Trek: Enterprise
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Babylon 5
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							The X-Files
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Quantum Leap
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							The Twilight Zone
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Twin Peaks
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Transformers
							[image: ] 1 point
					

					
							Total
							[image: ] points
					

				

			

		

	
		
			Thanks to Collette Collins, Mike Hughes, Jim Derwent, Joe Cornish, Jake Lingwood, Claire Kingston, Emma Harrow, Julie Whelan, Rae Shirvington, Rachel Mills, Dan Newman, Alex Flint, Lawrence Hurley, Amanda Kolson Hurley, Holly Day, Danielle Perez and everyone at Ebury and Bantam Dell.
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