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Dedicated to all who seek truth in Scripture above tradition.

Preface

Several months ago, I wrote a short paper explaining the biblical and historical development of Christian baptism. At the time, I did not imagine that this small work would later be published as a booklet and made available online, especially under Ashish Theology Publishing House, which was recently established in 2026 to provide a platform for independent scholars, students, and pastors to share their theological work with a wider audience.

This booklet is an expanded version of that original paper. In this edition, I have included additional references to early Christian documents and further developed certain sections related to the historical evolution of baptism. I have also incorporated insights and statements from influential theologians such as John Calvin and Martin Luther to strengthen the discussion surrounding believer’s baptism.

The purpose of this work is not to create division but to encourage careful biblical reflection and historical understanding. It is my prayer that this short study will serve as a helpful and meaningful resource for students, ministers, and anyone seeking clarity on this important subject. I trust that it will be a blessing to its readers.

Paul Ashishdeep
2026
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Before I say that this baptism is right and the other is wrong, imagine a first-century time when, in a river, an adult is going to get baptized, and he is so excited to receive Jesus as his Lord and savior. Now the same scene but jump 300 years ahead in Europe with an infant, who is sick and will die soon. Is it possible to give immersion baptism to this infant in the cold? The answer is NO. Same word—baptism—but different world. So which is right? Should we use context here to define a way of getting baptism?
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When we see that jesus said go and baptise whole world, he did not mentioned which baptism- Full baptism, immersion baptism, total immersion baptism, partial immersion baptism, single immersion baptism, triple immersion baptism, affusion baptism, pouring baptism, aspersion baptism, sprinkling baptism, water baptism, river baptism, font baptism, Trinitarian baptism, baptism in the name of the Father Son and Holy Spirit, baptism in Jesus’ name, believer’s baptism, credobaptism, adult baptism, confession-based baptism, infant baptism, paedobaptism, child baptism, household baptism, covenant baptism, sacramental baptism, regenerational baptism, symbolic baptism, ordinance baptism, baptism of repentance, John’s baptism, Christian initiation baptism, emergency baptism, deathbed baptism, lay baptism, clerical baptism, conditional baptism, re-baptism, non-repeatable baptism, baptism of the Holy Spirit, Spirit baptism, charismatic baptism, Pentecostal Spirit baptism, baptism of fire, baptism of desire, baptism of blood, martyr’s baptism, liturgical baptism, catechetical baptism, post-catechumenate baptism, Easter vigil baptism, private baptism, public baptism, church baptism, missionary baptism, conversion baptism, mikveh immersion, Jewish ritual immersion, Mandaean masbuta baptism, proxy baptism, baptism for the dead, symbolic initiation baptism, covenant sign baptism, communal baptism, individual baptism, initiation rite baptism, purification baptism, anointing baptism, chrismation-linked baptism, Orthodox triple-immersion baptism, Catholic affusion baptism, Anglican mixed-mode baptism, Lutheran sacramental baptism, Reformed covenant baptism, Baptist immersion baptism, Anabaptist believer baptism, Pentecostal immersion baptism, evangelical believer baptism. 

So which baptism does he mean among these 78 types I listed? When we see the word itself used, there is baptizō (βαπτίζω), which is the Greek verb meaning "to dip, immerse, or submerge. " All three meanings point to one thing only: that is, full immersion. 


When I say “full immersion,” as I understand it from a Pentecostal perspective, I mean baptism carried out in the New Testament sense: the believer is fully immersed in water and then brought up from the water, administered in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This understanding also assumes believer’s baptism, in which the person being baptized has consciously placed faith in Christ. The person dies, is buried, and is resurrected in Jesus Christ.



If I say this is true baptism, then you might ask why. So here you have certain listed reasons: 

The first reason is because the word itself describes the verb of what to do. Secular writers used the Greek word to describe a sinking ship. This is how the word is used in Scripture (Lk. 16:24). There is a word for sprinkling also in Scripture: ῥαντισμός rantismos (1 Pet. 1:2). There is also a word for pouring in Scripture: ἐκχέω ekcheo (Acts 2:17). But neither of these words is used for baptism. 

The Second Bible itself gives us certain examples of how the baptism was done. John in Matthew 3:6 was baptizing “in” the Jordan River. Also, John 3:23 says there was “much water” where John was baptizing. Much water is needed only for baptism by immersion.

The third popular reason is the symbolism that baptism presents, i.e., the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Romans 6)

Also there is no mention of infants being baptized by disciples & no
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