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Tolstoy's life is distinguished not only by his great literary works but also by his deep spiritual quests and religious reflections. Alongside his thoughts on Christianity, non-violence, and morality, his interest in Islam and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) represents perhaps one of the lesser-known yet most impactful aspects of his life...

In 1908, Leo Tolstoy read The Sayings of Muhammad, a book by "Abdullah el-Sühreverdi" published in India. Inspired by the hadiths in the book, he compiled his own selection and published it the same year in October through Russia’s "Posrednik" publishing house under the title The Sayings of Muhammad Not Included in the Quran.

However, the title of the booklet was methodologically inaccurate, as it seems Tolstoy did not fully grasp the distinction between Quranic verses and hadith. (Quranic verses are divine revelations, whereas hadiths consist of the sayings and actions of the Prophet Muhammad.) Nevertheless, it is evident that Tolstoy’s primary intent was to compile the hadiths of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) that deeply resonated with his own moral and spiritual sensibilities.

In essence, Tolstoy sought to create a collection of selected hadiths, aiming to share universal ethical values with humanity.

Tolstoy's publication of these narrations during a time when Christian Russia was dominant made a significant impression. However, this important work was hidden from readers for many years and prevented from reaching a broader audience.

The book in your hands brings together Tolstoy’s writings and anecdotes about Muslims and Islam under various headings. While preparing this work, we deeply examined Tolstoy's thoughts on Islam, referenced his letters, and utilized official documents to preserve the authenticity of his writings.

Our goal in this work is not to introduce events, thoughts, or writings that never existed but rather to uncover the existing ideas Tolstoy had regarding Islam, providing them with supporting documents and evidence. It is well-known that Tolstoy viewed Islam as a religion free from many of the errors that had befallen other faiths, considering it a purer and more perfect path for humanity. He particularly saw the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as a final and complete guidance for those seeking justice and truth.

Tolstoy’s focus on the concepts of justice and equality in the sayings of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) reflects his desire to awaken the Russian people and expose the corruption of those in power. Many of the narrations included in this compilation emphasize that the only source of true justice, brotherhood, and devotion lies within Islam.

We can confirm the source of many of the narrations compiled by Tolstoy, and where sources were unclear, we recognize Tolstoy’s intention to emphasize Islam’s stance against superstition and irrational beliefs. Tolstoy’s deep admiration for Islam and his praise of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is evident in his letters and writings, which stem from his study of the Qur'an and its interpretations.

Tolstoy’s works contributed not only to the understanding of Islam in Russia but also sparked curiosity and admiration for Islam globally. This book aims to present Tolstoy’s profound respect and admiration for Islam with scholarly depth and historical documentation.

...

And One Final Note: On the Formation and Development of This Book

The idea of creating this book first took shape in 2006. Since then, I have devoted considerable effort to collecting documents and information on this subject. As I delved into Tolstoy’s work on Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and his compilation of hadiths, I also sought to explore the Islamic developments and interactions in Russia and Central Asia through the lens of this world-renowned literary figure.

In parallel, I examined Tolstoy’s selected hadiths, evaluating them alongside their sources and contexts. Using the Kutub al-Sittah as the primary reference, I carefully investigated the authenticity of each of the 92 hadiths and worked to unpack their meanings in a broader context. These hadiths not only reflect Tolstoy’s interest in Islam but also demonstrate his search for universal human values.

To provide a more comprehensive understanding of these selections, I authored a series of articles on the subject. (In these articles, written at different times, certain topics might have been repeated while striving to maintain the integrity of the subject. We kindly ask for your understanding in this matter.)

Today, I am delighted to present these articles compiled into a single volume. I must also express my profound gratitude to the esteemed individuals who contributed to bringing this important work to light. My heartfelt thanks go to Prof. Dr. Telman Hurshidoglu Aliyev, Vakif
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