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E

ach spring in a Ukrainian village, a feisty young 

girl with long, braided hair celebrated her favorite 

tradition. As the sun warmed the lush land for planting, 

Marie and her grandmother made

pysanky—beautiful, 

decorated eggs—in the same way Ukrainians had done 

since ancient times.











To Marie, making

pysanky at Easter with Baba was 

magical. For the legend goes that as long as pysanky 

are decorated, there will be good in the world.

While pots filled with sunflowers and juicy red 

beets bubbled on Baba’s stove to color the eggs in 

dazzling dyes, Marie cradled a chicken egg.
















She grasped a kistka the way Baba had taught 

her and, with its warm beeswax flowing like ink, 

Marie sketched a story, a wish, a prayer, a gift.

Symbols of swirling, golden wheat.

Blue flowers for beauty.

Rays of sunshine, streaming bright.

Roosters clucking at the sky.

After each design, Marie dipped 

the egg in different colors. Ruby red 

and brilliant black were her favorites. 

Then, just like Baba, Marie stitched a 

cloth with embroidery to wrap the eggs.
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