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This book is dedicated to all believers the world over for whom the following is true:

“Who is among you that fears the Lord, that obeys the voice of His servant, that walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God.”

Isaiah 50:10
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This book is the seventh book of a new series, titled, “The Devotional Commentary Library.” God is allowing His servant to have some of these devotionals of spiritual truths published at this time, which should be an encouragement and a blessing to all those who read them, as they were to me in writing them! 

Please note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book, which has three sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time. In Addendum B, we take a brief look at the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. And then in Addendum C, we have a gospel message for any reader who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God, through faith in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier

“Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.”

James 4:10
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“But you, are you seeking great things for yourself? Do not seek them...”, Jeremiah 45:5 in part!
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In context, what we read at Jeremiah 45:5 (in part) above was said to Baruch, Jeremiah’s servant, by God through Jeremiah. What would be most beneficial here would be for us to look at this in context. And so, if we look at Jeremiah 45:1-5 in full, we there read, “[1] This is the message which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written down these words in a book at Jeremiah's dictation, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying: [2] Thus says the Lord the God of Israel to you, O Baruch: [3] You said, "Ah, woe is me! For the Lord has added sorrow to my pain; I am weary with my groaning and have found no rest." ' [4] Thus you are to say to him, 'Thus says the Lord, "Behold, what I have built I am about to tear down, and what I have planted I am about to uproot, that is, the whole land." [5] BUT YOU, ARE YOU SEEKING GREAT THINGS FOR YOURSELF? DO NOT SEEK THEM; for behold, I am going to bring disaster on all flesh,' declares the Lord, 'but I will give your life to you as booty in all the places where you may go.' "

God’s basic message to Baruch at verse 45:5 here is that based on the fact that He was about to bring calamity upon the Southern kingdom of Judah, which means that this was not a time for him to be pursuing personal dreams or ambitions. However, God promises Baruch here at the end of verse 45:5 that in the midst of His impending judgment on the land, He will nevertheless spare Baruch’s life, and that was no doubt something to be thankful for!

What is now very important for us reading this today is that there is a message for us also here! For the present reality is that we are no doubt living in the very last days of this present third age, which means that the rapture of God’s church (that is, all the believers of earth) is imminent, in that it could occur at any moment, which is then followed by the seven year tribulation (the seven years left of the second age of time to run its course), which period of time will be under the rule of the antiChrist!

And so, what God says to Baruch at Jeremiah 45:5 also applies to us today, since God’s word is never meant for just one person alone, but intended for the whole human race, in that parts relate to believers and the other part relates to unbelievers! What this means then is that we too today should not be focused on our dreams and ambitions in light of the coming time of God’s judgment coming on the earth during that seven year period which is about to come!

And then, there is also an even deeper spiritual truth that we need to grasp here, which is based on the meaning of the English word “seeking” at verse 45:5, which is the Hebrew word “Baqash.” It is very important to see here that this word is rooted in the concept that God’s first requirement for those who become believers through faith in Him is TO LOVE AND SERVE HIM, noting what God says at Deuteronomy 6:5, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” What is to be further grasped here is that when this is true in a believer’s life, then it will also be true that one will serve God with all of one’s heart!

What this means then is that our seeking must always have its basis in God Himself, Who provides us as His children with all things for life and happiness while on earth, noting what God says at 1 Timothy 6:17, “Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy,” and also at Philippians 4:19, “And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”

And so, the message to believers here is that we are not to seek things for ourselves outside of God and what He supplies, and He will supply as we have need! To do otherwise is to do like the unbelievers of this world, with God saying of them at Matthew 6:31-33, “[31] Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?' [32] "For the Gentiles (in reference to the unbelievers of this world) eagerly seek all these things; for YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER KNOWS THAT YOU NEED ALL THESE THINGS. [33] BUT SEEK FIRST HIS KINGDOM AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ALL THESE THINGS WILL BE ADDED TO YOU.”

In other words, our lives as believers are to be rooted in God, in the life that He imparts to us, and in His will for our lives. When we seek things for ourselves outside of this, then we are headed for trouble, in terms of facing God’s intervention in ways that we will not like!

This is what Elisha’s servant, Gehazi found out, the hard way! Let us note what we read at 2 Kings 5:14-27, which is both instructive and should serve as a warning to all believers, there now reading, “[14] So he (that is, Naaman, the Syrian) went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child and he was clean. [15] When he returned to the man of God with all his company, and came and stood before him, he said, "Behold now, I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel; SO PLEASE TAKE A PRESENT FROM YOUR SERVANT NOW." [16] But he (the prophet Elisha) said, "As the Lord lives, before whom I stand, I WILL TAKE NOTHING." And he urged him to take it, BUT HE REFUSED. [17] Naaman said, "If not, please let your servant at least be given two mules' load of earth; for your servant will no longer offer burnt offering nor will he sacrifice to other gods, but to the Lord. [18] In this matter may the Lord pardon your servant: when my master goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on my hand and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon your servant in this matter." [19] He said to him, "Go in peace." SO HE DEPARTED FROM HIM (that is, Elisha) SOME DISTANCE. [20] BUT GEHAZI, THE SERVANT OF ELISHA the man of God, thought, "Behold, my master has spared this Naaman the Aramean, by not receiving from his hands what he brought. AS THE LORD LIVES, I WILL RUN AFTER HIM AND TAKE SOMETHING FROM HIM." [21] SO GEHAZI PURSUED NAAMAN. When Naaman saw one running after him, he came down from the chariot to meet him and said, "Is all well?" [22] He said, "All is well. MY MASTER HAS SENT ME, saying, 'Behold, just now two young men of the sons of the prophets have come to me from the hill country of Ephraim. PLEASE GIVE THEM A TALENT OF SILVER AND TWO CHANGES OF CLOTHES.' " [23] Naaman said, "BE PLEASED TO TAKE TWO TALENTS." And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags with two changes of clothes and gave them to two of his servants; and they carried them before him. [24] When he came to the hill, he took them from their hand and DEPOSITED THEM IN HIS HOUSE, and he sent the men away, and they departed. [25] But he went in and stood before his master. And Elisha said to him, "Where have you been, Gehazi?" And he said, "YOUR SERVANT WENT NOWHERE." [26] Then he (Elisha) said to him (Gehazi), "Did not my heart go with you, when the man turned from his chariot to meet you? IS IT A TIME TO RECEIVE MONEY AND TO RECEIVE CLOTHES AND OLIVE GROVES AND VINEYARDS AND SHEEP AND OXEN AND MALE AND FEMALE SERVANTS? [27] THEREFORE, THE LEPROSY OF NAAMAN SHALL CLING TO YOU AND TO YOUR DESCENDANTS FOREVER." SO HE (Gehazi) WHEN OUT FROM HIS PRESENCE A LEPER AS WHITE AS SNOW.”

As we see from this true account of God’s word, which God relates to us for our instruction and as a warning, Gehazi was a believer who indeed sought after great things, and even lied in order to get them, but in the end all he got was to fall under God’s judgment of being a leper for the rest of his life!

Elisha here shows us the spiritual response that we should all have as believers, which it to say, “No,” to the offer for great things in this world, instead preferring to walk as one in love with God, looking to Him alone to provide all of one’s needs! In that is true blessing for us to the glory of God!

And of course, Elisha is not the only example that God has in His word, for we could also mention Abraham here (noting Genesis 14:17,21-24) and also Moses (noting Hebrews 11:24-26)!

“But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, that shines brighter and brighter until the full day.”

Proverbs 4:18
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