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        1637

      

      	
        Anne Hutchinson is tried by the civil court of the Massachusetts Bay colony and convicted of “traducing the ministers and their ministry.”

      
    


    
      	
        1638

      

      	
        Anne Hutchinson is tried before the clergy and the church of Boston; she is convicted of heresy and excommunicated.

      
    


    
      	
        1775

      

      	
        Abigail Adams writes to her husband, John Adams, to request that he and the Continental Congress include women’s rights in the new nation’s code of laws.

      
    


    
      	
        1821

      

      	
        Lucretia Mott is recorded as a Quaker minister.

      
    


    
      	
        1823

      

      	
        Catharine Beecher, with her sister Mary, opens what becomes the Hartford Female Seminary.

      
    


    
      	
        1826

      

      	
        Sojourner Truth escapes slavery.

      
    


    
      	
        1832

      

      	
        Maria W. Stewart delivers her first speech, at Franklin Hall, Boston.

      
    


    
      	
        1833

      

      	
        Maria W. Stewart gives her “Farewell Address.”

      
    


    
      	
        1836

      

      	
        Angelina Grimké writes “An Appeal to the Christian Women of the South” and Sarah Grimké writes an “Epistle to the Clergy of the Southern States.”

      
    


    
      	
        1837

      

      	
        The Massachusetts clergy reads from the orthodox church’s pulpits a Pastoral Letter denouncing the Grimké sisters for speaking to “mixed” audiences of men and women. Catharine Beecher adds her own criticism in “An Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism, with Reference to the Duty of American Women.”

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Mount Holyoke Seminary, founded by Mary Lyon, opens its doors. It will become Mount Holyoke College.

      
    


    
      	
        1840

      

      	
        Elizabeth Cady Stanton accompanies her husband to the World Anti-Slavery Convention in London, England. When female delegates are refused participation on grounds of gender, Stanton, Lucretia Mott, and other women speak of beginning a women’s rights movement upon their return to the United States.

      
    


    
      	
        1845

      

      	
        Margaret Fuller’s Woman in the Nineteenth Century is published.

      
    


    
      	
        1847

      

      	
        Elizabeth Blackwell begins her medical training at Geneva University.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Lucy Stone graduates from Oberlin College. The college’s policy calls for the graduation speeches of female students to be read aloud on their behalf by male students. Refused permission to read her own speech, Stone insists that it remain unread.

      
    


    
      	
        1848

      

      	
        Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, and others organize the Seneca Falls Convention, and the women’s movement in the United States officially begins.

      
    


    
      	
        1851

      

      	
        Sojourner Truth delivers her speech “Ain’t I a Woman.”

      
    


    
      	

      	
        The True Remedies for the Wrongs of Woman by Catharine Beecher is published.

      
    


    
      	
        1855

      

      	
        Lucy Stone and Henry Blackwell marry. They use the occasion to protest the inequities in marriage law, and Lucy Stone retains her surname.

      
    


    
      	
        1859

      

      	
        Frances Ellen Watkins Harper’s “The Two Officers” appears in the Anglo-African Magazine. It is believed to be the first short story published by an African American.

      
    


    
      	
        1860

      

      	
        The Reverend Theophilus Packard, exercising his discretion as a husband, has his wife, Elizabeth Packard, committed to the Illinois State Hospital for the Insane.

      
    


    
      	
        1864

      

      	
        At the conclusion of Packard v. Packard, Elizabeth Packard is found sane and given her liberty. She begins her campaign for legislative reform.

      
    


    
      	
        1869

      

      	
        The women’s movement splits into two factions, represented by the National Woman American Suffrage Association, headed by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, and the American Woman Suffrage Association, headed by Lucy Stone.

      
    


    
      	
        1870

      

      	
        Henry Blackwell reads Catharine Beecher’s statement in opposition to women’s suffrage to those attending a convention of the American Woman Suffrage Association.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Victoria Woodhull becomes the first woman to run for election to the U.S. presidency.

      
    


    
      	
        1871

      

      	
        Anna Howard Shaw receives her license to preach in the Methodist Protestant Church.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Abigail Scott Dunniway begins publication of her suffrage newspaper The New Northwest.

      
    


    
      	
        1872

      

      	
        Victoria Woodhull exposes the affair of abolitionist clergyman Henry Ward Beecher and Elizabeth Tilden in her newspaper, Woodhull & Claflin’s Weekly, explaining that her goal is to expose the hypocrisy of those who criticize her stand on “free love.”

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Susan B. Anthony is arrested for voting.

      
    


    
      	
        1873

      

      	
        Susan B. Anthony is convicted of illegal voting.

      
    


    
      	
        1879

      

      	
        Frances Willard becomes president of the National Woman’s Christian Temperance Union.

      
    


    
      	
        1880

      

      	
        Anna Howard Shaw becomes the first ordained woman minister in the Methodist Protestant Church.

      
    


    
      	
        1881

      

      	
        Clara Barton addresses the U.S. Congress to urge the United States to sign the 1864 Geneva convention.

      
    


    
      	
        1882

      

      	
        The United States signs the 1864 Geneva Convention and becomes a member of the International Red Cross.

      
    


    
      	
        1884

      

      	
        Zitkala-Sa leaves her home at the Yankon Sioux Agency to attend a Quaker-run boarding school for Native American children.

      
    


    
      	
        1889

      

      	
        Jane Addams and Ellen Starr found Hull House in Chicago.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Carry Nation begins wrecking damage on Kansas saloons.

      
    


    
      	
        1892

      

      	
        In response to the Homestead Strike, Emma Goldman helps her lover to procure a gun for his attempted assassination of steel mill owner Henry Clay Frick.

      
    


    
      	
        1895

      

      	
        Ida B. Wells-Barnett publishes A Red Record, a study of lynching in America.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Lillian Wald founds what becomes the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Liliuokalani, queen of Hawaii, is placed under house arrest and forced to abdicate her throne.

      
    


    
      	
        1900

      

      	
        The American Red Cross is established, and Clara Barton becomes its first president.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Carrie Chapman Catt is elected president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Helen Keller enters Radcliffe College.

      
    


    
      	
        1901

      

      	
        Anna Julia Cooper becomes principal of the M Street High School in Washington, D.C.

      
    


    
      	
        1903

      

      	
        “Mother” Mary Jones conducts a march of child mill workers from Pennsylvania to President Theodore Roosevelt’s home in Oyster Bay, New York, to denounce child labor and demand reform.

      
    


    
      	
        1904

      

      	
        Ida Tarbell’s book, The History of the Standard Oil Company, is published.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Mary McLeod Bethune founds what becomes the Bethune-Cookman College.

      
    


    
      	
        1906

      

      	
        Elizabeth Gurley Flynn gives her first speech. Later that year, she is arrested for the first time.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Emma Goldman advises poor families to steal bread. She is arrested and jailed for one year.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Anna Julia Cooper is dismissed as principal of the M Street High School.

      
    


    
      	
        1908

      

      	
        The U.S. government strips Emma Goldman’s former husband of his citizenship, thereby stripping Goldman of her citizenship as well.

      
    


    
      	
        1909

      

      	
        Ida B. Wells-Barnett travels to Cairo, Illinois, to protest the reinstatement of a sheriff who had failed to protect his prisoner from a lynch mob.

      
    


    
      	
        1912

      

      	
        Margaret Sanger nurses Sadie Sachs through the aftereffects of a self-induced abortion and, three months later, attends her as she dies following another self-induced abortion.

      
    


    
      	
        1915

      

      	
        Emma Goldman is arrested for instructing an audience in the use of contraceptives. She spends fifteen days in jail.

      
    


    
      	
        1916

      

      	
        Carrie Chapman Catt outlines her “Winning Plan” for what becomes the final phase of the suffrage struggle.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Jeannette Rankin becomes the first woman elected to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives.

      
    


    
      	
        1917

      

      	
        Carrie Chapman Catt addresses the U.S. Congress to urge passage of the Nineteenth Amendment.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Jeannette Rankin votes against the United States’ entry into World War I.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Alice Paul, while picketing the White House to demand women’s suffrage, is arrested on charges of obstructing a sidewalk. She is convicted and sentenced to seven months’ imprisonment.

      
    


    
      	
        1919

      

      	
        Congress passes the Nineteenth Amendment and submits it to the states for ratification.

      
    


    
      	
        1920

      

      	
        The Nineteenth Amendment, enfranchising women, is ratified.

      
    


    
      	
        1923

      

      	
        Alice Paul drafts the Equal Rights Amendment.

      
    


    
      	
        1927

      

      	
        Dorothy Day converts to Roman Catholicism.

      
    


    
      	
        1928

      

      	
        Amelia Earhart becomes the first woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean, as a log keeper on the Friendship.

      
    


    
      	
        1930

      

      	
        Babe Didrikson Zaharias is chosen for the women’s All-American basketball team for the first time.

      
    


    
      	
        1931

      

      	
        Jane Addams is awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace.

      
    


    
      	
        1932

      

      	
        Amelia Earhart becomes the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean.

      
    


    
      	
        1933

      

      	
        Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin found the Catholic Worker newspaper.

      
    


    
      	
        1935

      

      	
        President Franklin D. Roosevelt appoints Mary McLeod Bethune administrator of the Office of Minority Affairs. Her title is later changed to Director of the Division of Negro Affairs.

      
    


    
      	
        1937

      

      	
        Amelia Earhart disappears while attempting to fly around the world.

      
    


    
      	
        1941

      

      	
        Jeanette Rankin is the only member of Congress to vote against entry into World War II.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Rachel Carson’s first book, Under the Sea Wind, is published.

      
    


    
      	
        1948

      

      	
        The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, crafted largely by Eleanor Roosevelt, passes the General Assembly of the United Nations.

      
    


    
      	
        1959

      

      	
        On her seventy-fifth birthday, Eleanor Roosevelt reflects upon her life in the essay “Milestones.”

      
    


    
      	
        1961

      

      	
        Helen Gurley Flynn becomes the first female national chair of the Communist Party.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Rachel Carson’s The Silent Spring is published.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Eleanor Roosevelt is appointed by President John F. Kennedy to head the Commission on the Status of Women.

      
    


    
      	
        1962

      

      	
        Members of Women Strike for Peace appear before the House Un-American Activities Committee.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Jessie Lopez De La Cruz joins Cesar Chavez in his effort to unionize migrant farm workers.

      
    


    
      	
        1963

      

      	
        Anne Moody helps to end segregation at the Woolworth’s lunch counter in Mississippi.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique is published.

      
    


    
      	
        1965

      

      	
        The Supreme Court’s decision in Griswold v. Connecticut invalidates all state laws restricting married persons’ access to contraception.

      
    


    
      	
        1969

      

      	
        The Abortion Counseling Service of Women’s Liberation is formed in Chicago. It begins to operate under the code name “Jane.”

      
    


    
      	
        1971

      

      	
        The Supreme Court decision in Reed v. Reed finds sex discrimination to be a violation of the Fourteenth Amendment’s equal protection clause. Ruth Bader Ginsburg is part of the victorious legal team.

      
    


    
      	
        1972

      

      	
        The Equal Rights Amendment is passed by Congress and sent to the states for ratification.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Gloria Steinem and Patricia Carbine found Ms. magazine.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        The Supreme Court rules, in Eisenstadt v. Baird, that states may not restrict unmarried persons’ access to contraception.

      
    


    
      	
        1973

      

      	
        The Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade legalizes abortion in the United States.

      
    


    
      	
        1975

      

      	
        Susan Brownmiller’s Against Our Will: Men, Women and Rape is published.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Phyllis Schlafly founds Stop ERA to work for the defeat of the Equal Rights Amendment.

      
    


    
      	
        1980

      

      	
        Merle Woo writes her “Letter to Ma.”

      
    


    
      	
        1981

      

      	
        Sandra Day O’Connor becomes the first woman to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court.

      
    


    
      	
        1982

      

      	
        The Equal Rights Amendment fails, three states short of ratification.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Alice Walker’s The Color Purple is published.

      
    


    
      	
        1984

      

      	
        Geraldine Ferraro receives the Democratic Party’s nomination for election to vice president.

      
    


    
      	
        1985

      

      	
        Wilma Mankiller becomes Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation.

      
    


    
      	
        1986

      

      	
        Mary Cunningham Agee founds the Nurturing Network to help women find alternatives to abortion in the event of an unwanted pregnancy.

      
    


    
      	
        1992

      

      	
        Margarethe Cammermeyer becomes the highest-ranking military official discharged for homosexuality.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Alice Walker’s Possessing the Secret of Joy is published.

      
    


    
      	
        1993

      

      	
        Ruth Bader Ginsburg becomes the second woman to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court.

      
    


    
      	
        1995

      

      	
        Hillary Rodham Clinton travels to Beijing, China, as the honorary chairperson of the U.S. delegation to the United Nations’ fourth international conference on women.

      
    


    
      	

      	
        Eileen Collins becomes the first woman to pilot a U.S. space shuttle.

      
    


    
      	
        1996

      

      	
        Ruth Bader Ginsburg writes the majority opinion in United States v. Commonwealth of Virginia, which prohibits the exclusion of women from state-supported schools.

      
    


    
      	
        1998

      

      	
        Cardinal John O’Connor of New York proposes Dorothy Day for sainthood.

      
    


    
      	
        1999

      

      	
        Eileen Collins becomes the first woman to command a space mission.

      
    


    
      	
        2000

      

      	
        Hillary Rodham Clinton becomes the only First Lady to win elective office when she is elected to represent New York State in the U.S. Senate.

      
    

  


  Introduction
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  America’s women activists have striven bravely and tirelessly to affect the course of American history and the welfare of those whose days, in the end, comprise that history. They labored at times with the barest of tools, with hands that were sometimes deemed the property of others and with voices that were counted at no polling booth. Working to win justice and rights for themselves—rights to their own person, to education, to suffrage—they worked simultaneously for the benefit of others. They have been the valiant champions of our wounded soldiers, our child laborers, our urban poor, and other of our distressed communities. Their story, as told in their letters, memoirs, diaries, and speeches, is as wide and varied as America itself.


  This anthology begins with the then-government’s attempt to silence a woman. Anne Hutchinson’s problems were twofold. First, she was a woman and thus not permitted to address mixed audiences of men and women in the Massachusetts Bay colony. Second (and perhaps of greater import to colony officials and clergy), her religious beliefs differed from the norm. Anne Hutchinson lost her legal bid to expound her religious views to her neighbors, and she was ultimately exiled from the Massachusetts Bay colony. She was not, however, the last woman to insist upon the right to preach. Before the end of the nineteenth century, Sojourner Truth, Lucretia Mott, and Anna Howard Shaw would all succeed where Hutchinson failed.


  Until the mid-nineteenth century, women’s voices were disregarded in the country’s secular debates as well. Abigail Adams, in the course of offering her thoughts on the progress of the American Revolution to her husband, John Adams, asked that women’s rights be recognized in the nation’s founding documents. John replied to her in dismissive jest and shared his more serious thoughts on the subject with a male colleague. Maria Stewart made only four public speeches on race relations in the early 1830s before she concluded she “made myself contemptible in the eyes of many” and returned to silence. The Grimke sisters, lecturing under the auspices of the American Anti-Slavery Society in the later 1830s, were condemned in print by educator Catharine Beecher and from the pulpit by Massachusetts’s orthodox clergy for abandoning “woman’s sphere.” Thereafter, their time was, of necessity, divided between the abolition cause and their defense of women’s right to speak of it in public. The issue erupted on an international stage in 1840, when Lucretia Mott and other abolitionist women traveled to London to attend the World Anti-Slavery Convention. After a full day’s argument as to their fitness to attend, they were separated from the men and seated behind a curtain. There, they were expected to listen silently to the proceedings; instead, they whispered plans for a women’s rights movement upon their return to the United States.


  That movement began in organized earnest at the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848 and continues still. Along the way, women working to better the lot of women have sometimes disagreed as to what that might mean. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Lucretia Mott, Sojourner Truth, and others demanded suffrage; Catharine Beecher believed it would undermine women’s traditional role in the family and steadfastly opposed it. Decades later, Carry Nation viewed herself as defending traditional ideals when she destroyed saloons that lured men from their families; Frances Willard, just as dedicated to the temperance cause, urged the women in her organization to support suffrage in order to better effect change. After suffrage was won, Alice Paul drafted the Equal Rights Amendment; years later, Phyllis Schlafly would become a leader in the fight to defeat it.


  Perhaps no question has been more divisive than that of abortion. I have included a voice from both sides of the argument, each offering a unique perspective on the issue. Laura Kaplan of “Jane” holds a pro-choice viewpoint, Mary Cunningham Agee a pro-life one. Each woman began work with the belief that women seeking abortions were vulnerable to victimization. The members of Jane sought to empower women by transforming the abortion procedure into something women performed for each other, outside the reach of the legal or medical establishments. In contrast, Mary Cunningham Agee works to make financial and other resources available to unhappily pregnant women, in order to ensure that neither neediness nor the coercion of families or partners becomes a factor in that decision.


  One of the most important questions of justice in this country has been the pursuit of equality for African Americans. African-American women have been active in every aspect of this long-sustained battle, and they have left eloquent testimony. I have included an excerpt from Sojourner Truth’s dictated autobiography, in which she describes her escape from slavery and her successful lawsuit for the return of one of her children; one of Maria W. Stewart’s speeches, in which she protests the colonization movement’s plan to expatriate American blacks to Liberia; Frances Ellen Watkins Harper’s letters about her work for the Underground Railroad and selections of her poetry in support of abolitionism and women’s rights; Anna Julia Cooper’s essay in support of classical education for all qualified students, at a time when Booker T. Washington was successfully urging vocational training for African Americans; Mary McLeod Bethune’s recollection of founding what became Bethune-Cookman College; Ida B. Wells-Barnett’s chronicle of her anti-lynching work; Anne Moody’s memory of integrating the Woolworth lunch counter in Mississippi; and Alice Walker’s assessment of her work to end female genital mutilation.


  On other issues of justice and need, women have also played an enormous role. Within these pages, Clara Barton recalls her Civil War work and urges Congress to join the International Red Cross; Lillian Wald creates a health care system to serve New York City’s poor; Mother Jones marches with child laborers to protest on the lawn of a president’s mansion; Rachel Carson draws attention to the earth’s fragility; Jessie Lopez De La Cruz organizes migrant workers; and Margarethe Cammermeyer attempts to end the military’s discharge of homosexuals. There are a number of “firsts” in this anthology as well: Elizabeth Blackwell, entering medical school; Lucy Stone, retaining her surname upon marriage; Victoria Woodhull, running for election as president of the United States; Jeannette Rankin, serving in Congress; Wilma Mankiller, becoming principal chief of the Cherokee Nation; and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, winning election to the U.S. Senate.


  All told, this anthology chronicles a very long journey. In its last pages, we find Ruth Bader Ginsburg sitting on the highest court in America, taking part in decisions that are as final in the twenty-first century as Governor John Winthrop’s was in the seventeenth century. It is a picture that contrasts sharply with the silencing of Anne Hutchinson in that earlier courtroom, for Ginsburg, sitting in a position of power Hutchinson could only have imagined, writes for Hutchinson’s successors a majority opinion. “Sex classifications . . . may not be used, as they once were, to create or perpetuate the legal, social and economic inferiority of women.” The opinion ends with the traditional and weighty phrase, “It is so ordered.”


  And so it has been. And yet, the need for activism remains. For women on their own behalf, certainly. As Ginsburg herself explained in her confirmation hearings, the step-by-step legislative and courtroom acknowledgment of women’s rights in America doesn’t offer the satisfaction of one written, iron-clad guarantee. “I remain an advocate of the equal rights amendment, I will tell you,” Ginsburg explained, “for this reason: because I have a daughter and a granddaughter, and I would like the legislature of this country and of all the states to stand up and say, ‘We know what that history was in the nineteenth century, and we want to make a clarion call that women and men are equal before the law, just as every modern human rights document in the world does since 1970.’ I’d like to see that statement made just that way in the United States Constitution,” she concluded. Abigail Adams’s early plea for mention in what were then new documents still has resonance.


  As do other pleas found in these long-ago pages: pleas for fair wages; an end to racial discrimination; better stewardship of our planet; food, homes, and health care for all. Certainly, women will continue to be among the activists addressing these needs.


  In the meantime, I hope I’ve left the reader with both a thorough sampling of the hard work undertaken to date and an indication of what that work has meant to the women in question. For while I have tried to present the varied viewpoints and wide impact of American women activists, I have not intended this anthology as simply a collection of position papers. Rather, I have intended it as a collection of private reflections upon public action: an exploration of how the difficult choice was made, what in childhood or later life propelled one to action, an occasional tallying of the costs and sacrifices. Thus, I have not excerpted from any of Helen Keller’s fund-raising speeches, but from a section of her autobiography that illustrates just what it is to overcome a handicap to succeed in college; not from Gloria Steinem’s editorials at Ms. magazine, but from an essay in appreciation of her mother’s life; not from Betty Friedan’s Feminine Mystique, but from her autobiographical account of its writing; and not from any of Merle Woo’s essays or lectures, but from her “Letter to Ma.” I hope the reader will be inspired by the example of these women, as I have been. It has been a privilege and a pleasure to spend the last few years in the company of their words.



  KATHRYN CULLEN-DUPONT

  Brooklyn, New York

  January 2002


  Anne Hutchinson
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  ANNE HUTCHINSON (ca. 1591–1643) was put on trial and convicted by the civil and religious authorities of the Massachusetts Bay colony in 1637 and 1638, respectively. While theological matters were at the center of her judges’ inquiry, behavior “not fitting for your sex” was an issue as well, as evidenced by the first pages of the civil record. In addition to Governor John Winthrop, she is questioned by Deputy Governor Thomas Dudley and two assistants to the General Court, Simon Bradstreet and John Endicott.


  [image: ]


  November 1637


  The Examination of Mrs. Ann Hutchinson at the court at Newtown.


  Mr. Winthrop, governor. Mrs. Hutchinson, you are called here as one of those that have troubled the peace of the commonwealth and the churches here; you are known to be a woman that hath had a great share in the promoting and divulging of those opinions that are causes of this trouble, and to be nearly joined not only in affinity and affection with some of those the court had taken notice of and passed censure upon, but you have spoken divers things as we have been informed very prejudicial to the honour of the churches and ministers thereof, and you have maintained a meeting and an assembly in your house that hath been condemned by the general assembly as a thing not tolerable nor comely in the sight of God nor fitting for your sex, and notwithstanding that was cried down you have continued the same, therefore we have thought good to send for you to understand how things are, that if you be in an erroneous way we may reduce you that so you may become a profitable member here among us, otherwise if you be obstinate in your course that then the court may take such course that you may trouble us no further, therefore I would intreat you to express whether you do not hold and assent in practice to those opinions and factions that have been handled in court already, that is to say, whether you do not justify Mr. Wheelwright’s sermon and the petition.


  Mrs. Hutchinson. I am called here to answer before you but I hear no things laid to my charge.


  Gov. I have told you some already and more I can tell you.


  Mrs. H. Name one Sir.


  Gov. Have I not named some already?


  Mrs. H. What have I said or done?


  Gov. Why for your doings, this you did harbour and countenance those that are parties in this faction that you have heard of.


  Mrs H. That’s matter of conscience, Sir.


  Gov. Your conscience you must keep or it must be kept for you.


  Mrs. H. Must not I then entertain the saints because I must keep my conscience.


  Gov. Say that one brother should commit felony or treason and come to his other brother’s house, if he knows him guilty and conceals him he is guilty of the same. It is his conscience to entertain him, but if his conscience come into act in giving countenance and entertainment to him that hath broken the law he is guilty too. So if you do countenance those that are transgressors of the law you are in the same fact.


  Mrs. H. What law do they transgress?


  Gov. The law of God and of the state.


  Mrs. H. In what particular?


  Gov. Why in this among the rest, whereas the Lord doth say honour thy father and thy mother.


  Mrs. H. Ey Sir in the Lord.


  Gov. This honour you have broke in giving countenance to them.


  Mrs. H. In entertaining those did I entertain them against any act (for there is the thing) or what God hath appointed?


  Gov. You knew that Mr. Wheelwright did preach this sermon and those that countenance him in this do break a law.


  Mrs. H. What law have I broken?


  Gov. Why the fifth commandment.


  Mrs. H. I deny that for he saith in the Lord.


  Gov. You have joined with them in the faction.


  Mrs. H. In what faction have I joined with them?


  Gov. In presenting the [Antinomian party] petition [to the General Court].


  Mrs. H. Suppose I had set my hand to the petition what then?


  Gov. You saw that case tried before.


  Mrs. H. But I had not my hand to the petition.


  Gov. You have councelled them.


  Mrs. H. Wherein?


  Gov. Why in entertaining them.


  Mrs. H. What breach of law is that Sir?


  Gov. Why dishonouring of parents.


  Mrs. H. But put the case Sir that I do fear the Lord and my parents, may not I entertain them that fear the Lord because my parents will not give me leave?


  Gov. If they be the fathers of the commonwealth, and they of another religion, if you entertain them then you dishonour your parents and are justly punishable.


  Mrs. H. If I entertain them, as they have dishonoured their parents I do.


  Gov. No but you by countenancing them above others put honour upon them.


  Mrs. H. I may put honor upon them as the children of God and as they do honor the Lord.


  Gov. We do not mean to discourse with those of your sex but only this; you do adhere unto them and do endeavor to set forward this faction and so you do dishonour us.


  Mrs. H. I do acknowledge no such thing neither do I think that I ever put any dishonour upon you.


  Gov. Why do you keep such a meeting at your house as you do every week upon a set day?


  Mrs. H. It is lawful for me so to do, as it is all your practices and can you find a warrant for yourself and condemn me for the same thing? The ground of my taking it up was, when I first came to this land because I did not go to such meetings as those were, it was presently reported that I did not allow of such meetings but held them unlawful and therefore in that regard they said I was proud and did despise all ordinances, upon that a friend came unto me and told me of it and I to prevent such aspersions took it up, but it was in practice before I came therefore I was not the first.


  Gov. For this, that you appeal to our practice you need no confutation. If your meeting had answered to the former it had not been offensive, but I will say that there was no meeting of women alone, but your meeting is of another sort for there are sometimes men among you.


  Mrs. H. There was never any man with us.


  Gov. Well, admit there was no man at your meeting and that you was sorry for it, there is no warrant for your doings, and by what warrant do you continue such a course?


  Mrs. H. I conceive there lyes a clear rule in Titus,* that the elder women should instruct the younger and then I must have a time wherein I must do it.


  Gov. All this I grant you, I grant you a time for it, but what is this to the purpose that you Mrs. Hutchinson must call a company together from their callings to come to be taught of you?


  Mrs. H. Will it please you to answer me this and to give me a rule for then I will willingly submit to any truth. If any come to my house to be instructed in the ways of God what rule have I to put them away?


  Gov. But suppose that a hundred men come unto you to be instructed will you forbear to instruct them?


  Mrs. H. As far as I conceive I cross a rule in it.


  Gov. Very well and do you not so here?


  Mrs. H. No Sir for my ground is they are men.


  Gov. Men and women all is one for that, but suppose that a man should come and say Mrs. Hutchinson I hear that you are a woman that God hath given his grace unto and you have knowledge in the word of God I pray instruct me a little, ought you not to instruct this man?


  Mrs. H. I think I may.—Do you think it not lawful for me to teach women and why do you call me to teach the court?


  Gov. We do not call you to teach the court but to lay open yourself.


  Mrs. H. I desire you that you would then set me down a rule by which I may put them away that come unto me and so have peace in so doing.


  Gov. You must shew your rule to receive them.


  Mrs. H. I have done it.


  Gov. I deny it because I have brought more arguments than you have.


  Mrs. H. I say, to me it is a rule.


  Mr. Endicot. You say there are some rules unto you. I think there is a contradiction in your own words. What rule for your practice do you bring, only a custom in Boston.


  Mrs. H. No Sir that was no rule to me but if you look upon the rule in Titus it is a rule to me. If you convince me that it is no rule I shall yield.


  Gov. You know that there is no rule that crosses another, but this rule crosses that in the Corinthians.* But you must take it in this sense that elder women must instruct the younger about their business, and to love their husbands and not to make them to clash.


  Mrs. H. I do not conceive but that it is meant for some publick times.


  Gov. Well, have you no more to say but this?


  Mrs. H. I have said sufficient for my practice.


  Gov. Your course is not to be suffered for, besides that we find such a course as this to be greatly prejudicial to the state, besides the occasion that it is to seduce many honest persons that are called to those meetings and your opinions being known to be different from the word of God may seduce many simple souls that resort unto you, besides that the occasion which hath come of late hath come from none but such as have frequented your meetings, so that now they are flown off from magistrates and ministers and this since they have come to you, and besides that it will not well stand with the commonwealth that families should be neglected for so many neighbours and dames and so much time spent, we see no rule of God for this, we see not that any should have authority to set up any other exercises besides what authority hath already set up and so what hurt comes of this you will be guilty of and we for suffering you.


  Mrs. H. Sir I do not believe that to be so.


  Gov. Well, we see how it is we must therefore put it away from you, or restrain you from maintaining this course.


  Mrs. H. If you have a rule for it from God’s word you may.


  Gov. We are your judges, and not you ours and we must compel you to it.


  Mrs. H. If it please you by authority to put it down I will freely let you for I am subject to your authority.


  Mr. Bradstreet. I would ask this question of Mrs. Hutchinson, whether you do think this is lawful? For then this will follow that all other women that do not are in a sin.


  Mrs. H. I conceive this is a free will offering.


  Bradst. If it be a free will offering you ought to forbear it because it gives offence.


  Mrs. H. Sir, in regard of myself I could, but for others I do not yet see light but shall further consider of it.


  Bradst. I am not against all women’s meetings but do think them to be lawful.


  Mr. Dudley, dep. gov. Here hath been much spoken concerning Mrs. Hutchinson’s meetings and among other answers she saith that men come not there, I would ask you this one question then, whether never any man was at your meeting?


  Gov. There are two meetings kept at their house.


  Dep. Gov. How; is there two meetings?


  Mrs. H. Ey Sir, I shall not equivocate, there is a meeting of men and women and there is a meeting only for women.


  Dep. Gov. Are they both constant?


  Mrs. H. No, but upon occasions they are deferred.


  Mr. Endicot. Who teaches in the men’s meetings none but men, do not women sometimes?


  Mrs. H. Never as I heard, not one.


  Dep. Gov. I would go a little higher with Mrs. Hutchinson. About three years ago we were all in peace. Mrs. Hutchinson from that time she came hath made a disturbance, and some that came over with her in the ship did inform me what she was as soon as she was landed. I being then in place dealt with the pastor and teacher of Boston and desired them to enquire of her, and then I was satisfied that she held nothing different from us, but within half a year after, she had vented divers of her strange opinions and had made parties in the country, and at length it comes that Mr. Cotton and Mr. Vane were of her judgment, but Mr. Cotton hath cleared himself that he was not of that mind, but now it appears by this woman’s meeting that Mrs. Hutchinson hath so forestalled the minds of many by their resort to her meeting that now she hath a potent party in the country. Now if all these things have endangered us as from that foundation and if she in particular hath disparaged all our ministers in the land that they have preached a covenant of works, and only Mr. Cotton a covenant of grace, why this is not to be suffered, and therefore being driven to the foundation and it being found that Mrs. Hutchinson is she that hath depraved all the ministers and hath been the cause of what is fallen out, why we must take away the foundation and the building will fall.


  Mrs. H. I pray Sir prove it that I said they preached nothing but a covenant of works.
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  ABIGAIL ADAMS (1744–1818), America’s second First Lady, sent her husband, John Adams, a now-famous demand for women’s rights during his participation in the Continental Congress. Perhaps less well known is John Adams’s dismissive reply to his wife and his subsequent letter to James Sullivan, in which he more seriously explores the status of women and other disenfranchised people. Abigail Adams’s retort to her husband is lighthearted, but her own letter to a friend, Mercy Otis Warren, displays frustration. Women’s independence was not the only political issue Abigail and John Adams discussed; as will be seen in the first letter, the day’s political events were a routine part of the couple’s correspondence.
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  Abigail Adams to John Adams

  November 27, 1775


  ’Tis a fortnight tonight since I wrote you a line, during which I have been confined with the jaundice, rheumatism and a most violent cold; I yesterday took a puke, which has relieved me, and I feel much better today. Many, very many people who have had the dysentery are now afflicted both with the jaundice and rheumatism; some it has left in hectics, some in dropsies.


  The great and incessant rains we have had this fall (the like cannot be recollected) may have occasioned some of the present disorders. The jaundice is very prevalent in the [Army] camp. We have lately had a week of very cold weather, as cold as January, and a flight of snow, which I hope will purify the air of some of the noxious vapors. It has spoiled many hundreds of bushels of apples, which were designed for cider, and which the great rains had prevented people from making up. Suppose we have lost five barrels by it.


  Col. Warren returned last week to Plymouth, so that I shall not hear anything from you till he goes back again, which will not be till the last of this month.


  He damped my spirits greatly by telling me that the court had prolonged your stay [at the Continental Congress] another month. I was pleasing myself with the thoughts that you would soon be upon your return. ’Tis in vain to repine. I hope the public will reap what I sacrifice.


  I wish I knew what mighty things were fabricating. If a form of government is to be established here, what one will be assumed? Will it be left to our assemblies to choose one? and will not many men have many minds? and shall we not run into dissensions among ourselves?


  I am more and more convinced that man is a dangerous creature, and that power, whether vested in many or a few, is ever grasping and like the grave cries give, give. The great fish swallow up the small, and he who is most strenuous for the rights of the people, when vested with power, is as eager after the prerogatives of government. You tell me of degrees of perfection to which human nature is capable of arriving, and I believe it, but at the same time lament that our admiration should arise from the scarcity of the instances.


  The building up a great empire, which was only hinted at by my correspondent, may now, I suppose, be realized even by the unbelievers. Yet will not ten thousand difficulties arise in the formation of it? The reins of government have been so long slackened that I fear the people will not quietly submit to those restraints which are necessary for the peace and security of the community; if we separate from Britain, what code of laws will be established? How shall we be governed so as to retain our liberties? Can any government be free which is not administered by general stated laws? Who shall frame these laws? Who will give them force and energy? ’Tis true your resolutions as a body have hitherto had the force of laws. But will they continue to have?


  When I consider these things and the prejudices of people in favor of ancient customs and regulations, I feel anxious for the fate of our monarchy or democracy or whatever is to take place. I soon get lost in a labyrinth of perplexities, but whatever occurs, may justice and righteousness be the stability of our times, and order arise out of confusion. Great difficulties may be surmounted by patience and perseverance.


  I believe I have tired you with politics. As to news, we have not any at all. I shudder at the approach of winter when I think I am to remain desolate. Suppose your weather is warm yet. . . .


  I have with me now the only daughter of your brother; I feel a tenderer affection for her as she has lost a kind parent. Though too young to be sensible of her own loss, I can pity her. She appears to be a child of a very good disposition—only wants to be a little used to company.


  Our little ones send duty to Papa and want much to see him. Tom says he won’t come home till the battle is over—some strange notion he has got into his head. He has got a political creed to say to him when he returns.


  I must bid you good night. ’Tis late for one who am much of an invalid. I was disappointed last week in receiving a packet by the post, and upon unsealing it found only four newspapers. I think you are more cautious than you need be. All letters, I believe, have come safe to hand. I have sixteen from you, and wish I had as many more. Adieu. Yours.


  Abigail Adams to John Adams

  March 31, 1776


  I wish you would ever write me a Letter half as long as I write you; and tell me if you may where your Fleet are gone? What sort of Defence Virginia can make against our common Enemy? Whether it is so situated as to make an able Defence? Are not the Gentry Lords and the common people vassals, are they not like the uncivilized Natives Brittain represents us to be? I hope their Riffel Men who have shewen themselves very savage and even Blood thirsty; are not a specimen of the Generality of the people.


  I am willing to allow the Colony great merrit for having produced a Washington but they have been shamefully duped by a Dunmore.


  I have sometimes been ready to think that the passion for Liberty cannot be Equally Strong in the Breasts of those who have been accustomed to deprive their fellow Creatures of theirs. Of this I am certain that it is not founded upon that generous and christian principal of doing to others as we would that others should do unto us.


  Do not you want to see Boston; I am fearfull of the small pox, or I should have been in before this time. I got Mr. Crane to go to our House and see what state it was in. I find it has been occupied by one of the Doctors of a Regiment, very dirty, but no other damage has been done to it. The few things which were left in it are all gone. Cranch has the key which he never delivered up. I have wrote to him for it and am determined to get it cleand as soon as possible and shut it up. I look upon it a new acquisition of property, a property which one month ago I did not value at a single Shilling, and could with pleasure have seen it in flames.


  The Town in General is left in a better state that we expected, more oweing to a percipitate flight than any Regard to the inhabitants, tho some individuals discoverd a sense of honour and justice and have left the rent of the Houses in which they were, for the owners and the furniture unhurt, or if damaged sufficient to make it good.


  Others have committed abominable Ravages. The Mansion House of your President is safe and the furniture unhurt whilst both the House and Furniture of the Solisiter General have fallen a prey to their own merciless party. Surely the very Fiends feel a Reverential awe for Virtue and patriotism, whilst they Detest the paricide and traitor.


  I feel very differently at the approach of spring to what I did a month ago. We knew not then whether we could plant or sow with safety, whether when we had toiled we could reap the fruits of our own industry, whether we could rest in our own Cottages, or whether we should not be driven from the sea coasts to seek shelter in the wilderness, but now we feel as if we might sit under our own vine and eat the good of the land.


  I feel a gaieti de Coar to which before I was a stranger. I think the Sun looks brighter, the Birds sing more melodiously, and Nature puts on a more chearfull countanance. We feel a temporary peace, and the poor fugitives are returning to their deserted habitations.


  Tho we felicitate ourselves, we sympathize with those who are trembling least the Lot of Boston should be theirs. But they cannot be in similar circumstances unless pusilanimity and cowardise should take possession of them. They have time and warning given them to see the Evil and shun it.—I long to hear that you have declared an independancy—and by the way in the new Code of Laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make, I desire you would Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and favourable to them than your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the Husbands. Remember all Men would be tyrants if they could. If perticuliar care and attention is not paid to the Ladies we are determined to foment a Rebelion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any Laws in which we have no voice, or Representation.


  That your Sex are naturally Tyrannical is a Truth so thoroughly established as to admit of no dispute, but such of you as wish to be happy willingly give up the harsh title of Master for the more tender and endearing one of Friend. Why then, not put it out of the power of the vicious and the Lawless to use us with cruelty and indignity with impunity. Men of Sense in all Ages abhor those customs which treat us only as the vassals of your Sex. Regard us then as Beings placed by providence under your protection and in imitation of the Supreem Being make use of that power only for our happiness.


  John Adams to Abigail Adams

  April 14, 1776


  You justly complain of my short Letters, but the critical State of Things and the Multiplicity of Avocations must plead my Excuse.—You ask where the Fleet is. The inclosed Papers will inform you. You ask what Sort of Defence Virginia can make. I believe they will make an able Defence. Their Militia and minute Men have been some time employed in training themselves, and they have Nine Battallions of regulars as they call them, maintained among them, under good Officers, at the Continental Expence. They have set up a Number of Manufactories of Fire Arms, which are busily employed. They are tolerably supplied with Powder, and are successfull and assiduous, in making Salt Petre. Their neighbouring Sister or rather Daughter Colony of North Carolina, which is a warlike Colony, and has several Battallions at the Continental Expence, as well as a pretty good Militia, are ready to assist them, and they are in very good Spirits, and seem determined to make a brave Resistance.—The Gentry are very rich, and the common People very poor. This Inequality of Property, gives an Aristocratical Turn to all their Proceedings, and occasions a strong Aversion in their Patricians, to Common Sense. But the Spirit of these Barons, is coming down, and it must submit.


  It is very true, as you observe they have duped by Dunmore. But this is a Common Case. All the Colonies are duped, more or less, at one Time and another. A more egregious Bubble was never blown up, than the Story of Commissioners coming to treat with the Congress. Yet is has gained Credit like a Charm, not only without but against the clearest Evidence. I never shall forget the Delusion, which seized our best and most sagacious Friends the dear Inhabitants of Boston, the Winter before last. Credulity and the Want of Foresight, are Imperfections in the human Character, that no Politicians can sufficiently guard against.


  You have given me some Pleasure, by your Account of a certain House in Queen Street. I had burned it, long ago, in Imagination. It rises now to my View like a Phoenix.—What shall I say of the Solicitor General? I pity his pretty Children, I pity his Father, and his sisters. I wish I could be clear that it is no moral Evil to pity him and his Lady. Upon Repentance they will certainly have a large Share in the Compassions of many. But let Us take Warning and give it to our Children. Whenever Vanity, and Gaiety, a Love of Pomp and Dress, Furniture, Equipage, Buildings, great Company, expensive Diversions, and elegant Entertainments get the better of the Principles and Judgments of Men or Women there is no knowing where they will stop, nor into what Evils, natural, moral, or political, they will lead us.


  Your Description of your own Gaiety de Coeur, charms me. Thanks be to God you have just Cause to rejoice—and may the bright prospect be obscured by no Cloud.


  As to Declarations of Independency, be patient. Read our Privateering Laws, and our Commercial Laws. What signifies a Word.


  As to your extraordinary Code of Laws, I cannot but laugh. We have been told that our Struggle has loosened the bands of Government every where. That Children and Apprentices were disobedient—that schools and Colledges were grown turbulent— that Indians slighted their Guardians and Negroes grew insolent to their Masters. But your Letter was the first Intimation that another Tribe more numerous and powerfull than all the rest were grown discontented.—This is rather too coarse a Compliment but you are so saucy, I wont blot it out.


  Depend upon it, We know better than to repeal our Masculine systems. Altho they are in full Force, you know they are little more than Theory. We dare not exert our Power in its full Latitude. We are obliged to go fair, and softly, and in Practice you know We are the subjects. We have only the Name of Masters, and rather than give up this, which would compleatly subject Us to the Despotism of the Peticoat, I hope General Washington, and all our brave Heroes would fight. I am sure every good Politician would plot, as long as he would against Despotism, Empire, Monarchy, Aristocracy, Oligarchy, or Ochlocracy.—A fine Story indeed. I begin to think the Ministry as deep as they are wicked. After stirring up Tories, Landjobbers, Trimmers, Bigots, Canadians, Indians, Negroes, Hanoverians, Hessians, Russians, Irish Roman Catholicks, Scotch Renegadoes, at last they have stimulated them to demand new Priviledges and threaten to rebell.


  Abigail Adams to Mercy Otis Warren

  Braintree, April 27, 1776


  I set myself down to comply with my friend’s request, who I think seems rather low spirited.


  I did write last week, but not meeting with an early conveyance, I thought the letter of but little importance and tossed it away. I acknowledge my thanks due to my friend for the entertainment she so kindly afforded me in the characters drawn in her last letter, and if coveting my neighbor’s goods was not prohibited by the sacred law, I should be most certainly tempted to envy her the happy talent she possesses above the rest of her sex, by adorning with her pen even trivial occurrences, as well as dignifying the most important. Cannot you communicate some of those graces to your friend and suffer her to pass them upon the world for her own that she may feel a little more upon an equality with you?—’Tis true I often receive large packages from Philadelphia. They contain, as I said before, more newspapers than letters, though they are not forgotten. It would be hard indeed if absence had not some alleviations.


  I dare say he writes to no one unless to [me] oftener than to your [husband], because I know there is no one besides in whom he has an equal confidence. His letters to me have been generally short, but he pleads in excuse the critical state of affairs and the multiplicity of avocations and says further that he has been very busy, and writ near ten sheets of paper about some affairs which he does not choose to mention for fear of accident.


  He is very saucy to me in return for a list of female grievances which I transmitted to him. I think I will get you to join me in a petition to Congress. I thought it was very probable our wise statesmen would erect a new government and form a new Code of Laws. I ventured to speak a word in behalf of our sex, who are rather hardly dealt with by the laws of England, which give such unlimited power to the husband to use his wife ill.


  I requested that our legislators would consider our case, and as all men of delicacy and sentiment are averse to exercising the power they possess, yet as there is a natural propensity in human nature to domination, I thought the most generous plan was to put it out of the power of the arbitrary and tyrannic to injure us with impunity by establishing some laws in our favor upon just and liberal principles.


  I believe I even threatened fomenting a rebellion in case we were not considered, and assured him we would not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we had neither a voice, nor representation.


  In return he tells me he cannot but laugh at my extraordinary Code of Laws. That he had heard their struggle had loosened the bands of government, that children and apprentices were disobedient, that schools and colleges were grown turbulent, that Indians slighted their guardians, and Negroes grew insolent to their masters. But my letter was the first intimation that another tribe more numerous and powerful than all the rest were grown discontented. This is rather too coarse a compliment, he adds, but that I am so saucy he won’t blot it out.


  So I have helped the sex abundantly, but I will tell him I have only been making trial of the disinterestedness of his virtue, and when weighed in the balance have found it wanting.


  It would be bad policy to grant us greater power, say they, since under all the disadvantages we labor, we have the ascendancy over their hearts.



  And charm by accepting, by submitting sway.



  I wonder Apollo and the Muses could not have indulged me with a poetical genius. I have always been a votary to her charms, but never could ascend Parnassus myself.


  I am very sorry to hear of the indisposition of your [husband]. I am afraid it will hasten his return, and I do not think he can be spared.



  Though certain pains attend the cares of State

  A good man owes his country to be great,

  Should act abroad the high distinguished part

  Or show at least the purpose of his heart.



  Good night, my friend. You will be so good as to remember me to our worthy Friend Mrs. Winthrop when you see her and write soon. . . .


  Abigail Adams to John Adams

  Braintree, May 7, 1776


  I can not say that I think you very generous to the Ladies, for whilst you are proclaiming peace and good will to Men, Emancipating all Nations, you insist upon retaining an absolute power over Wives. But you must remember that Arbitrary power is like most other things which are very hard, very liable to be broken—and notwithstanding all your wise Laws and Maxims we have it in our power not only to free ourselves but to subdue our Masters, and without violence throw both your natural and legal authority at our feet—



  “Charm by accepting, by submitting sway

  Yet have our Humour most when we obey.”


  John Adams to James Sullivan

  Philadelphia, 26 May, 1776


  It is certain, in theory, that the only moral foundation of government is, the consent of the people. But to what an extent shall we carry this principle? Shall we say that every individual of the community, old and young, male and female, as well as rich and poor, must consent, expressly, to every act of legislation? No, you will say, this is impossible. How, then, does the right arise in the majority to govern the minority, against their will? Whence arises the right of the men to govern the women, without their consent? Whence the right of the old to bind the young, without theirs?


  But let us first suppose that the whole community, of every age, rank, sex, and condition, has a right to vote. This community is assembled. A motion is made, and carried by a majority of one voice. The minority will not agree to this. Whence arises the right of the majority to govern, and the obligation of the minority to obey?


  From necessity, you will say, because there can be no other rule.


  But why exclude women?


  You will say, because their delicacy renders them unfit for practice and experience in the great businesses of life, and the hardy enterprises of war, as well as the arduous cares of state. Besides, their attention is so much engaged with the necessary nurture of their children, that nature has made them fittest for domestic cares. And children have not judgment or will of their own. True. But will not these reasons apply to others? Is it not equally true, that men in general, in every society, who are wholly destitute of property, are also too little acquainted with public affairs to form a right judgment, and too dependent upon other men to have a will of their own? If this is a fact, if you give to every man who has no property, a vote, will you not make a fine encouraging provision for corruption, by your fundamental law? Such is the frailty of the human heart, that very few men who have no property, have any judgment of their own. They talk and vote as they are directed by some man of property, who has attached their minds to his interest.


  Upon my word, Sir, I have long thought an army a piece of clockwork and to be governed only by principles and maxims, as fixed as any in mechanics; and, by all that I have read in the history of mankind, and in authors who have speculated upon society and government, I am much inclined to think a government must manage a society in the same manner; and that this is machinery too. . . .


  Your idea that those laws which affect the lives and personal liberty of all, or which inflict corporal punishment, affect those who are not qualified to vote, as well as those who are, is just. But so they do women, as well as men; children, as well as adults. What reason should there be for excluding a man of twenty years eleven months and twenty-seven days old, from a vote, when you admit one who is twenty-one? The reason is, you must fix upon some period in life, when the understanding and will of men in general, is fit to be trusted by the public. Will not the same reason justify the state in fixing upon some certain quantity of property, as a qualification?


  The same reasoning which will induce you to admit all men who have no property, to vote, with those who have, for those laws which affect the person, will prove that you ought to admit women and children; for, generally speaking, women and children have as good judgments, and as independent minds, as those men who are wholly destitute of property; these last being to all intents and purposes as much dependent upon others, who will please to feed, clothe, and employ them, as women are upon their husbands, or children on their parents. . . .


  Depend upon it, Sir, it is dangerous to open so fruitful a source of controversy and altercation as would be opened by attempting to alter the qualifications of voters; there will be no end of it. New claims will arise; women will demand a vote; lads from twelve to twenty-one will think their rights not enough attended to; and every man who has not a farthing, will demand an equal voice with any other, in all acts of state. It tends to confound and destroy all distinctions, and prostrate all ranks to one common level.
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  MARGARET FULLER (1810–1850), who would write one of the most important works of early American feminism, Woman in the Nineteenth Century (1845), received a wider-ranging and more rigorous education than perhaps any of her female contemporaries. In this excerpt from her Autobiographical Romance, she recollects her studies and other childhood experiences.
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  My father was a lawyer and a politician. He was a man largely endowed with that sagacious energy, which the state of New England society, for the last half century, has been so well fitted to develop. His father was a clergyman, settled as pastor in Princeton, Massachusetts, within the bounds of whose parish-farm was Wachuset. His means were small, and the great object of his ambition was to send his sons to college. As a boy, my father was taught to think only of preparing himself for Harvard University, and when there of preparing himself for the profession of Law. As a Lawyer, again, the ends constantly presented were to work for distinction in the community, and for the means of supporting a family. To be an honored citizen, and to have a home on earth, were made the great aims of existence. To open the deeper fountains of the soul, to regard life here as the prophetic entrance to immortality, to develop his spirit to perfection,—motives like these had never been suggested to him, either by fellow-beings or by outward circumstances. The result was a character, in its social aspect, of quite the common sort. A good son
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