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      I have made every effort to make my teachings crystal clear, but we’re dealing with live animals here (That’s you, and your dog.) and I can’t see whether you’re doing it exactly right. I am unable to guarantee success, as it depends entirely on the person utilising the training programs, strategies, tools, and resources.

      What I do know is that this system works!

      Nothing in these books should upset or worry your dog in any way, but if your dog has a pre-existing problem of fear or aggression you should consult a force-free trainer to help. www.brilliantfamilydog. com/growly will get you started.

      By the way, to simplify matters I refer to our trainee dog throughout this series as “she.” “He” and “she” will both learn the exact same way. The cumbersome alternatives of “he/she” or “they” depersonalise our learner: I want her to be very real to you!

      All the photos in this book are of “real” dogs – either my own, or those of students and readers (with their permission). So the reproduction quality is sometimes not the best. I have chosen the images carefully to illustrate the concepts – so we’ll have to put up with some fuzziness.
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        This dog is showing his owner a clean pair of heels

      

      “Ditzy! Ditzy!! DITZY!!! C’m’ere Ditzy. Ditzy NO!”

      Ditzy didn’t hear much of this. She’d heard it all before, so she carried on her merry way. “Di-i-i-itzy!”

      First, she snatched a biscuit from a toddler’s hand. “Ditzy come here this instant!”

      Then she romped off and jumped up at an old lady who tottered backwards before being caught by a passer-by. “DITZY!”

      Delight of delights - she found some fox-poo and joyfully rolled in it. “Dit-ZEE!”

      Doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results is often put forward as a sign of madness - this owner sure was mad by now!

      It took several more minutes of mayhem before Ditzy had run herself out. She knew from all that shouting that her owner was cross so she slunk back slowly. She endured the lead being snapped on roughly and getting a noisy telling-off all the while.

      How likely is it that Ditzy will come next time she’s called?

      If her owner had only realised that dogs don’t come with a recall installed, that it was up to her to teach her dog to come when called, that it would be fun and only take a few minutes every day! Then the toddler would still have his biscuit, the old lady would not now be having palpitations, the owner wouldn’t be in the shower trying to get the stink off her dog, and the walk would have been enjoyable instead of the embarrassing mess it became.

      In other words, if she’d had this book, things would have been very different! You’ll find that teaching your dog an ace, high-speed, instant, recall is not only easy, but FUN - for both of you. On top of that, you’ll develop a new bond with your dog which doesn’t depend on you barking orders and her (not) obeying - rather, you’ll develop a companionship where both of you are reliable and consistent, and you’ll enjoy your walks together.

      I’ve been teaching force-free methods to dog-owners and puppy-owners for years, and it’s a joy to watch the dog-owners change from sergeant-majors who are trying to confine and control their dog, to easy-going and relaxed - secure in the knowledge that their dog will spin on a sixpence and come barrelling back to them when they call. They and their dog have so much freedom!

      So how would you like to have a bombproof recall with your dog?

      If you follow the guidance in this book that’s just what you’ll have! This book is the fourth in a series of Essential Skills for your Brilliant Family Dog. It stands alone - but combined with the other three (you can find them in the Resources section) will give you a huge insight into how to get the results you want from your dog - without force, fear, or friction.

      
        	I’ll guide you through the process step-by-step

        	I’ll troubleshoot your training sessions so you make them as efficient as possible in the short time you have available in your busy day

        	I’ll show you a recall from your dog’s point of view, what works, what doesn’t, and why

        	What progress you can expect and when

        	Best of all - I’ll show you how to have fun with your dog again! Isn’t that why you got a dog in the first place?

      

      If you can spend just a few minutes every day working through this program as I unfold it to you, I promise that your dog’s recall will transform beyond all recognition. You’ll have a dog who can come away from people, playing dogs, running children, food - even rabbits, in time!
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        This means you’ll have a dog who enjoys far greater freedom to run and frolic.

      

      

      Is this what you want for your dog? They say that the best time to plant a tree is thirty years ago, and the second-best time is today. Are you going to take the first step towards making a huge change - or carry on shouting furiously at your misbehaving dog? Are you going to get stuck into this straightforward and enjoyable program - or carry on having frustrating walks? Are you going to dazzle other dogwalkers with your dog’s scintillating sharp recall - or are you going to carry on apologising to crying children and frightened old ladies, and dreading the moment when you hear screeeech-BANG as your dog races across a road?

      It was having to learn the techniques to make a Brilliant Family Dog with my own busy household of multiple dogs, cats, sheep, goats, hens, and children that set me on the road to helping others do the same. I learnt early on that forcing someone to do something only resulted in grudging compliance at best; whereas getting them to participate and enjoy the process turned them into eager and fast learners. This applied equally to the dogs, the goats - and the children! The sheep and the cats not so much.

      My qualifications range from the understanding of learning theory to specialist work for fearful, anxious, and growly dogs. Acquiring an anxious, growly dog of my own ensured that I learnt and understood the process of assimilating the dog into our world in a way which builds her confidence.

      There are some superb teachers and advocates of force-free dog training, and you’ll find those I am particularly indebted to in the Resources section at the end of this book. Some of the methods I’ll be showing you are well-known in the force-free dog training community, while many have my own particular twist.

      My work revolves around puppies, new rescue dogs, growly dogs - and, of course, dog owners. There are many people more gifted than I who can train animals to do astonishing things. My gift lies in being able to convey my knowledge to the dog’s caregiver in a way which has them saying, “It’s so obvious when you put it like that!”

      Dogs are individuals and so are their owners, so sometimes creativity and imagination are needed to solve a problem. There isn’t a one size-fits-all approach to training - as you’ll see when you look at the Troubleshooting sections following each lesson in the book.

      And no - it’s not difficult
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