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			Advance Praise for The Woketopus

			“Tyler O’Neil, talented when he was a college student, has now immersed himself in the troubled civic affairs of our time. In this insightful analysis, he has compared the contemporary distortions of our Constitution against its text and its proper and hallowed operation. If your eyes are closed, it will open them. At the end, Tyler recommends what to do. I hope we do it.”

			–Dr. Larry Arnn, President of Hillsdale College

			 

			“Tyler O’Neil’s book The Woketopus provides a definitive account of how the Left’s vast patronage network funds the woke pressure groups manipulating the administrative state. O’Neil pulls back the curtain on how America’s elites promote far-left ideologies like Critical Race Theory using the federal government, and how to combat this effort. This book will be a useful guide as the next conservative administration seeks to reign in the sprawling, radical bureaucracy of the federal government.”

			–Chris Rufo

			 

			“Tyler O’Neil exposes how the radical Left has infiltrated the structures that make up permanent Washington. By shining light on how the deep state truly operates, Tyler provides much-needed accountability. The corporate media is desperate to hide the facts in this book. Arm yourself with the truth by reading this book today.”

			–Ted Cruz

			 

			“Conservatives are desperately in need of a wake-up call. The Left has infiltrated every part of American life with its sinister agenda. Tyler O’Neil’s compelling new book, The Woketopus: The Dark Money Cabal Manipulating the Federal Government, exposes the far-left’s infiltration of the administrative state. There is a revolving door between the left-wing foundations funding anti-Israel protests on our college campuses and the federal bureaucrats circumventing our elected officials to craft policies that upend America’s way of life. This nefarious campaign underscores the urgent need to rein in the deep state and restore the form of government our Founders wisely envisioned.”

			–Heritage President Kevin D. Roberts, PhD.

			 

			“O’Neil has relentlessly burrowed into the schemes launched by left-wing megadonors like George Soros and Hansjörg Wyss with the help of unions and the Left’s nonprofit industrial complex. Together they collude with the deep state to reshape our lives. If you disagree with their agenda of forcing men into women’s sports, shutting down school choice for parents, and blowing out border security, you need to see what O’Neil has uncovered in this netherworld.”

			–Scott Walter, President, Capital Research Center
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			To my brave son Tristan,

			May you grow into the wisdom to learn what to fight for and the courage to stand firm to the end. I see so much heart in you, even before your second birthday. As you sing along with the “Hallelujah” in the Battle Hymn of the Republic, I pray that America would remain strong as you grow—that my generation will fight to restore what is good in this country so that your generation may enjoy the fruits of our heritage as I knew them. This book exposes the major forces holding our country back in the hope that we can reverse course. I pray that it will secure an America in which you can live your values, prosper, and make your mark on the world.
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			Author’s Note

			Conservatives who note the broad influence that George Soros has had on the Left often face a rather disingenuous accusation. I hesitate to even give it the dignity of a response, but current events suggest I should. Soros, a Hungarian American hedge-fund billionaire who has bankrolled almost every leftist group you’ve ever heard of, comes from a non-observant Jewish family and survived Nazi-occupied Hungary during the Holocaust.

			Some on the Left have wielded Soros’s Jewish ancestry as a cudgel against conservatives who dare criticize the way he directs his billions to prop up leftist causes. In an ironic twist of fate, a U.S. senator faced accusations that he was spreading an “antisemitic trope,” because he criticized Soros for supporting anti-Israel protests and riots on college campuses, where protesters had reportedly harassed Jews (more on this funding in Chapter 7).

			The Southern Poverty Law Center (an organization that will feature prominently in Chapter 6) decided to accuse Texas Republican Ted Cruz of being antisemitic…by condemning the funding going to support antisemitic rioters. The SPLC’s Alon Milwicki noted that conservatives portray Soros “as a boogeyman” and “a puppet master behind the scenes.” Milwicki went on condemn “Soros conspiracy theories” and suggest that criticism of the ties between Soros funding and the riots is ipso facto antisemitic. (The SPLC has a financial incentive to protect Soros, of course, since it is among the many organizations that have benefitted from the hedge fund billionaire’s largesse.)

			Soros may not himself support antisemitic harassment of Jews on college campuses, but the fact remains that the foundations he established and funds directed money to organizations that supported the riots. This isn’t antisemitic to point out—it is simply true.

			“The SPLC is a chief smear apparatus of the modern Left, and it dutifully attacked me for citing Politico’s investigative report linking George Soros’s money to the antisemitic riots at college campuses across the country,” Cruz said in response to the SPLC attack. “Instead of attacking people for speaking the truth, the SPLC should investigate why George Soros was financially supporting rioters who used horrific antisemitic slurs and attacked Jewish students.”1

			Speaking as a conservative journalist and the descendant of Eastern European Jews who came to the U.S. fleeing persecution, I can assure you that my interest in Soros has everything to do with the ideological bent of his funding and what he’s getting for his money, and nothing to do with his ancestry. I am also sure that Soros would criticize me for my opinions and analysis, not my own Jewish ancestry.

			It is perfectly legitimate for conservatives to note Soros’s funding and to wonder about what he’s getting as a return on his investment.

			Charles and David Koch, brothers and majority owners of Koch Industries, funded a right-of-center network of nonprofits impacting American politics. Their critics on the Left used the term “Kochtopus” to describe the infamous Koch brothers’ influence. It would be absurd to attack reporting on the Koch brothers’ influence as rooted in anti-German racism. It is also the height of hypocrisy for liberals who attack the “Kochtopus” to cry foul when the Woketopus receives similar scrutiny.

			The Heritage Foundation

			On a similar note, I will be citing The Heritage Foundation throughout this book. Heritage established my employer, The Daily Signal in 2014, and I regularly work closely with Heritage staff. Heritage publishes research from a conservative perspective, but that research has rightly gained a reputation for accuracy and rigor. Even if you disagree with Heritage’s conclusions, please consider the data and what it means before dismissing Heritage’s findings out of hand.

			The Heritage Foundation does not disclose its donors, and therefore counts as a “dark money” organization. As I stated in the introduction, I do not believe that dark money is inherently nefarious. I focus on the Left’s dark money network because so few Americans seem familiar with its impact, but I do not support efforts to force nonprofits like Heritage or the Center for American Progress to reveal the identities of their donors. The ability to anonymously send money to organizations you agree with is a fundamental aspect of the right to free speech in the First Amendment.

			I do not deny that my conservative perspective informs my work in this book, but please consider my research and my arguments, as I asked for Heritage, before dismissing what I write. I firmly believe that all Americans should be concerned about the way the Woketopus operates—even those who agree with some of its policy commitments.

			The Woketopus represents a threat not just to conservative or commonsense policy, but to America’s integrity as a country.

			

			
				
					1	O’Neil, Tyler. “EXCLUSIVE: Ted Cruz Sets the Record Straight After SPLC Claims He Spread ‘Antisemitic Trope.’” The Daily Signal. May 21, 2024. https://www.dailysignal.com/2024/05/21/exclusive-ted-cruz-slams-splc-calling-criticism-george-soros-funding-antisemitic/

				

			

		

	
		
			Reference Note

			Throughout this book, I will repeatedly reference a few sources of data that shine a light on the Left’s dark money network and the administrative state. I am explaining them here so that I can declutter the footnotes throughout the rest of the book for easier reading.

			Tax-exempt entities under 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) of the tax code must file returns with the Internal Revenue Service. The Form 990 includes a reference of all tax-exempt organizations that received grants from the organization filing the form. These forms are public, and I have used ProPublica’s Nonprofit Explorer to track them down.2

			I will repeatedly cite the Form 990s available at the following links. I’ll be citing these major players the most:

			
					Arabella Advisors	Hopewell Fund EIN: 47-3681860 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/473681860
	New Venture Fund EIN: 20-5806345 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/205806345
	North Fund EIN: 83-4011547 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/834011547
	Sixteen Thirty Fund EIN: 26-4486735 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/264486735
	Windward Fund EIN: 47-3522162 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/473522162



					The Proteus nexus	Proteus Fund EIN: 04-3243004 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/43243004
	Proteus Action League EIN: 22-3888268 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/223888268



					The Tides Nexus	Tides Foundation EIN: 51-0198509 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/510198509
	Tides Advocacy EIN: 94-3153687 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/943153687



					Open Society Policy Center EIN: 52-2028955 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/522028955

					Rockefeller family foundations	Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors EIN: 13-3615533 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/133615533
	Rockefeller Family Fund EIN: 13-6257658 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/136257658
	Rockefeller Brothers Fund EIN: 13-1760106 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/131760106



			

			I will also cite these secondary players:

			
					Amalgamated Charitable Foundation EIN: 82-1517696 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/821517696

					American Federation of Labor & Congress of Industrial Orgs EIN: 53-0228172 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/530228172

					American Federation of State County & Municipal Employees EIN: 53-0237789 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/530237789

					Center for American Progress Action Fund EIN: 30-0192708 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/300192708

					Demos A Network For Ideas And Action EIN: 13-4105066 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/134105066

					Human Rights Campaign Foundation EIN: 52-1481896 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/521481896

					National Education Association EIN: 53-0115260 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/530115260

					Natural Resources Defense Council EIN: 13-2654926 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/132654926

					Nature Conservancy EIN: 53-0242652 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/530242652

					Nextgen Climate Action EIN: 46-1957345 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/461957345

			

			I will also cite reports from the Department of Labor’s Office of Labor-Management Standards (OLMS), where labor unions publicize the money they send to external organizations. The page to search for OLMS union spending reports can be accessed at this link (https://olmsapps.dol.gov/olpdr/#Union%20Reports/Payer/Payee%20Search/).

			I will also cite the grants that the Open Society Foundations publishes on its website (https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/grants/past), as well as the grants that the Rockefeller Foundation publishes on its website (https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/grants/).

			Finally, I will frequently cite the White House visitor logs, which are available for searching and downloading here (https://www.whitehouse.gov/disclosures/visitor-logs/).
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			Preface

			President Joe Biden stunned America by announcing his withdrawal from the 2024 presidential race on July 21.1 His withdrawal followed a weeks-long pressure campaign after a disastrous debate performance against former President Donald Trump—a debate performance that revealed the truth of Biden’s mental decline, despite the White House and legacy media efforts to cover it up. 

			I wrote this book before Biden’s withdrawal, but the president’s decision to drop out of the race underscores the basic point of The Woketopus: the Left’s elites have a stranglehold on the federal government and they often relegate the people’s elected president to the status of figurehead. 

			Many of my chapters note that if Biden remains in office or leaves before January 20, 2025, the Woketopus’ tentacles will remain throughout the federal government. If Vice President Kamala Harris replaces him in the Oval Office, as the result of the November election, or if Biden resigns before January 20, 2025, she will keep many of his old associations in place. 

			In fact, the manner of Biden’s withdrawal underscores my main point. After the debate, while the legacy media and even some prominent Democrats started calling for Biden to drop out of the race, the president stubbornly insisted that he would stay in it—and he started showing his face in public more frequently in a stance of defiance.2

			Only after anonymous sources leaked that former President Barack Obama and former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi had pressured Biden to drop out of the race did the president belatedly make his announcement.3 He didn’t even bother to hold a press conference, but blasted the news out on X, as if it were a humdrum affair like responding to the latest jobs numbers. 

			Shortly after Biden announced he would withdraw, he also endorsed Harris. On the heels of his endorsement, Alex Soros—son of leftist billionaire philanthropist George Soros and head of his father’s Open Society Foundations—posted a photo endorsing Harris. “It’s time for us all to unite around Kamala Harris and beat Donald Trump,” Alex Soros posted. “She is the best and most qualified candidate we have. Long live the American Dream!”4

			Alex Soros’ quick support for Harris suggests that he had been part of the cabal behind the Democrats’ sudden switcheroo. 

			Similarly, many of the left-wing groups that make appearances in this book fell in line nearly immediately behind Harris. The American Federation of Teachers, the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations, the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees, the Human Rights Campaign, and the Service Employees International Union have already backed Harris.5

			The Woketopus, it seems, is more in control than President Biden. 

			

			
				
					1	Mitchell, Elizabeth Troutman and Mary Margaret Olohan. “Joe Biden Withdraws From 2024 Race, Endorses Kamala Harris.” The Daily Signal. July 21, 2024. https://www.dailysignal.com/2024/07/21/joe-biden-drops-2024-presidential-race/ Accessed July 24, 2024.

				

				
					2	“Defiant Biden vows to stay in race despite growing revolt.” Agence France Press. July 20, 2024. https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/defiant-biden-vows-to-stay-in-race-despite-growing-revolt/ Accessed July 24, 2024.

				

				
					3	Mascaro, Lisa; Zeke Miller; Michael Balsamo; and Aamer Madhani. “Biden is isolated at home as Obama, Pelosi and other Democrats push for him to reconsider 2024 race.” The Associated Press. July 18, 2024. https://apnews.com/article/biden-democrats-drop-out-election-2024-3f9e3d15431fd4974771a54e1d0e4ea7 Accessed July 24, 2024.

				

				
					4	X Post. @Alexander Soros. July 21, 2024. 3:34 p.m. Eastern. https://x.com/AlexanderSoros/status/1815108202499027417 Accessed July 24, 2024.

				

				
					5	Djordjevic, Patrick; Damita Menezes; and Devan Markham. “List of Democrats endorsing Kamala Harris.” News Nation. July 23, 2024. https://www.newsnationnow.com/politics/2024-election/endorsing-kamala-harris/ Accessed July 24, 2024.

				

			

		

	
		
			Introduction

			Our Government Is a Lie

			What if I told you that our government is a lie? It’s not a small lie, either, but a con on a monumental scale.

			That federal government you learned about in school, with its nice Constitution and its nifty checks and balances—that’s not how the government adopts policies today. Instead, a cabal of far-left donors props up a system of woke nonprofits that help staff bureaucratic government agencies, and essentially write the laws Americans have to live by, all in the name of priorities that have nothing to do with improving your everyday life.

			The same left-wing network of donors that supported the anti-Israel riots on college campuses in the spring of 2024 bankrolls the phenomenon I refer to as “the Woketopus,” the left-wing nonprofits that manipulate the federal government.

			You may call me a conspiracy theorist, but I have the receipts. In this book, I will reveal the real forces behind how the federal government operates, and why the “deep state” has a mind of its own—a mind obsessed with the agenda of a leftist elite that lives in a bubble and doesn’t have to face the concerns of everyday Americans.

			While this “shadow government” has been developing for decades, it burst into the open most clearly in the Biden administration, so this book will focus on the past four years.

			“Restoring the Soul of America”

			Joe Biden campaigned on “restoring the soul of America,” but three years of his presidency have left Americans struggling to make ends meet, mistrustful of authority, and more divided than ever. He promised to be a president “for all Americans,” but under his leadership the federal government seems ever more disconnected from the concerns of the working class, and ever more wedded to interests that strike Americans as downright bizarre.

			In March 2021, slightly less than half of Americans (48 percent) said they were “very” or “somewhat” confident in Biden’s ability to “bring the country closer together,” but that number declined to less than a quarter (24 percent) by December 2023, according to the Pew Research Center. Even Democrats—most of whom (74 percent) trusted Biden to bring Americans together in March 2021—largely lost faith in his uniting abilities by December 2023, when only 42 percent still expressed hope he could unite the country.1

			Biden’s governing strategy appears to have no relation to his promises of unity.

			Rather than trying to make goods more affordable in a time of record inflation, he’s transitioning to electric cars. Rather than investing in Americans, he’s opening the border and helping resettle illegal aliens throughout the country. Rather than beefing up America’s armed forces after the embarrassing withdrawal from Afghanistan, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and the horrors of Hamas’s October 7 terrorist attack on Israel, he’s using the government to promote transgender identity and scapegoat conservatives as a domestic terror threat. Rather than trying to mend the mistrust between teachers’ unions and parents that grew from the COVID-19 pandemic, he’s demonizing the moms and dads who want a say in their kids’ education.

			How did everything go so wrong?

			First, “restoring America’s soul” was little more than campaign rhetoric for Joe Biden, who had championed increasingly far-left policies in order to unite the Democratic Party during the 2020 presidential election.

			Second, America’s system of government and the ideological leaning of our elites, tip the scales away from sanity and toward the “woke” interests of major left-wing donors. The “conspiracy theorists” who see Biden as a figurehead for powerful interests, pulling the strings behind the scenes, may actually be on to something.

			How does our government work today? Most of us learned in elementary school that our government has three branches: the Legislative, the Executive, and the Judicial. According to the Founders’ vision, Congress passes laws, the president signs them and carries them out, and the courts—headed by the Supreme Court—resolve disputes. The Founders set up an elaborate system of checks and balances to restrain tyranny, while allowing the government to function.

			That’s not how it works today. During the twentieth century, two Democratic presidents upended the system in the name of pursuing “progress,” and they created a vast bureaucracy that today helps elites circumvent the people’s elected leaders. Presidents Woodrow Wilson and Franklin Delano Roosevelt believed the government should act in a more “scientific” fashion, with “experts” making policy. Through his “New Deal,” FDR urged Congress to outsource more of its lawmaking authority to administrative agencies that issued regulations to achieve Congress’s broader goals.

			Congress tried to restore checks and balances through the Administrative Procedure Act of 1946, which established some rules agencies had to follow in order to release new regulations. Even so, this law did not reverse the fundamental change that took place under FDR.

			Today, a fourth branch of government—the administrative state—promulgates the vast majority of rules that affect Americans’ lives. According to the Competitive Enterprise Institute study Ten Thousand Commandments, Congress only enacted 247 laws in the 2022 calendar year, while agencies promulgated 3,168 rules and published 80,756 pages of rules in the Federal Register (the massive compendium of government rules) for 2022.2

			Technically, the administrative state falls under the president’s authority as chief executive, but certain rules insulate the administrative state from the president’s control. Former President Donald Trump attempted to weaken these rules through a reform called Schedule F, but the Office of Management and Budget under Biden has issued new rules to prevent Trump’s attempt to bring the administrative state to heel.3

			It is no surprise that federal government employees skew liberal. The Washington, D.C., area is a hotbed for radical leftist ideas, and conservatives often feel like an embattled minority in the city I affectionately refer to as “Mordor.”

			A 2022 poll found that 46 percent of federal workers planned to vote for the Democratic nominee in House races that year, while 35 percent planned to vote for the Republican.4 A Daily Caller News Foundation analysis of Federal Election Commission records found that over 60 percent of federal government employee contributions went to support President Biden and Democrats in 2023. Federal employees donated nearly $200,000 to Democratic campaign groups, while they only gave $116,000 to Republican committees.5 The largest government employee union, the American Federation for Government Employees, has endorsed Biden for reelection.6

			Federal employees’ liberal bias aligns with the leftward slant of America’s elites in business, academia, entertainment, and other commanding heights of culture.

			The elites who are focused on the problem of overpopulation may be surprised that America is facing the opposite crisis. Elites who benefit from investments in green technology may be surprised to hear that Americans mistrust their doom-and-gloom narrative about the coming fossil fuel Armageddon. Elites obsessed with “racial justice” may be surprised to hear that working-class Americans—of all races—are struggling to make ends meet and fearful that the schools their tax dollars fund may be trying to indoctrinate their children.

			At some point, the elites’ insistence that their climate and diversity agenda will save the rubes who just aren’t enlightened enough to grasp their own self-interest sounds a lot like the statement (falsely) attributed to the French Queen Marie Antoinette: “If the peasants have run out of bread, why, let them eat cake!” If the rubes have lost their jobs, can’t afford a house, and mistrust the public schools, can’t they at least celebrate the glorious inclusion of drag queens at the White House? After all, they don’t have to worry about the president’s mean tweets, anymore, right?

			How Does Our Government Actually Work?

			A separation between the needs of the people and the interests of the government shouldn’t be possible in what Americans often call a “democracy.” After all, government officials are ultimately accountable to the people, with elections every two, four, and six years. Yet America’s governing structure barely resembles the Founders’ vision. The federal bureaucracy now operates more like a classical monarchy, with a king as the figurehead and a massive court of officials determining policy. That court, and the “dark money” network behind it, helps to explain why the Biden administration pushes policies that harm the American people.

			Sure, Congress still makes the laws that must pass both the House of Representatives and the Senate, then receive the president’s signature to become law, but this process is mostly for show.

			Here’s how it works today. Congress passes a bill like the Clean Air Act of 1970, which declares that America must have clean air. Who can oppose clean air? The act doesn’t lay out the specific regulations to attain clean air, however. Instead, it gives authority to a third party—an executive agency called the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)—to write those rules. This allows Congress to say that it is trusting the “experts,” while it shifts responsibility to an agency that Americans can blame when they don’t like the trade-offs that they are forced to make, in order to get “clean air.”

			When an influential American complains to her representative, the representative makes a call to the EPA, asking for an exception or a loosening of the rules.

			This system represents a win-win for the elites in power, and a hidden loss for the voters. Congress gets to say, “Look, we’re doing something,” while the agency gets to exercise the real power by making the rules. When a constituent complains loudly enough, the representative tells the agency to back down, and the representative seems like a hero.

			Americans sense that something is very wrong. Most Americans mistrust Congress, with 72 percent saying they have an unfavorable view of the representative body, and only 26 percent saying they view it favorably, according to the Pew Research Center.7 Most Americans also express concern about the influence of money in politics. A whopping 73 percent of respondents told Pew that “lobbyists and special interest groups” have too much influence on members of Congress, while 80 percent said that “the people who donated a lot of money to their political campaigns” have too much sway on representatives in the House and Senate.8

			Congress gets a lot of flak because it is the most representative branch of the federal government. After all, every member of the House of Representatives faces reelection every two years, as does a third of the U.S. Senate, and the Constitution puts Congress in the very first article for a reason. The Founders intended Congress to be the most powerful branch of the government, giving it both the power to make laws and the power to make spending decisions. Yet Americans shouldn’t overlook the vast impact of the administrative state. Our tax dollars fund a sea of bureaucrats who have the real power to make regulations in this country, and Congress can only stop them if it is united in doing so.

			President Biden has been able to shepherd big legislation through Congress, but a great deal of every recent president’s impact comes through executive orders to the administrative state.

			Polls rarely ask Americans if they think money in politics has too much impact on the administrative state, even though activist and lobbying groups on both the Left and the Right know that they can achieve a concrete impact by going directly to the bureaucrats who write the regulations that impact Americans’ daily lives. Many organizations also publish drafts of executive orders and recommendations for the president to implement their preferred agendas. Much of this takes place in the open, for all Americans to see.

			Yet many on the Left warn that the Right’s attempts to influence the system are untoward and evil, and they often use the term “dark money” to suggest that those nefarious conservatives are up to no good.

			“Dark Money”

			Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) arguably represents the most prominent example of “dark money” fearmongering on the Left. Whitehouse highlighted what he described as “a sprawling network of organizations that is funded by at least a quarter-billion dollars of largely anonymous money and is spearheaded by the Federalist Society’s Leonard Leo.” He warned that this network helped President Donald Trump confirm his Supreme Court justices.

			This dark money network applies its influence at all levels of the judiciary and all phases of the process.… The Supreme Court is now mired in dark money. Dark money influences the selection of the justices. Dark money funds political campaigns for their confirmation. Cases are brought to the Court not just by regular real litigants, but by dark-money funded litigation groups that shop for, or manufacture, plaintiffs of convenience to bring strategic cases before the Court. The Court is swarmed with amicus groups funded with dark money.9

			Yet Whitehouse seems oblivious to the Left’s dark money network, which dwarfs the spending on the Right.

			As The New York Times’s Ken Vogel and Shane Goldmacher explained, “There is no legal definition of ‘dark money,’ but it generally has been understood to mean funds spent to influence politics by nonprofits that do not disclose their donors.… These groups are usually incorporated under the tax code as social-welfare and advocacy groups or business leagues. Legally, these groups are allowed to spend money on partisan politics, but it is not supposed to be their primary purpose.” 10

			Vogel and Goldmacher analyzed the dark money impacts in the 2020 election and discovered that—despite the Left’s loud protestations about the money on the Right—donors and operatives allied with the Democratic Party surpassed the Republican equivalents in 2020 spending. Their analysis showed that fifteen of the most politically active nonprofit organizations that generally align with Democrats spent more than $1.5 billion in 2020, compared to only $900 million spent by comparable politically active groups aligned with Republicans.

			Dark money is not inherently nefarious. Americans have the right to come together and form civic associations that present certain messages in the public sphere. Nonprofit organizations, unions, schools, and other civic associations exist to promote the interests and beliefs of members, and the Supreme Court has upheld their right to speak on political issues.

			The Supreme Court case Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (2010) struck down restrictions on political speech and arguably helped empower citizens to wrest political control from entrenched party and media elites. Bradley Smith, a former chairman of the Federal Election Commission, noted in 2020 that “since Citizens United, party outsiders such as [Donald] Trump and Bernie Sanders have raised to national prominence,” and “money hasn’t been able to buy elections as predicted.” Instead, Citizens United “made it easier to promote (or criticize) a candidate without help from party leaders or media elites.”11

			America has a proud tradition of anonymous speech, tracing back to the Federalist Papers (written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay, and published anonymously to support the Constitution of 1789) and Benjamin Franklin’s “Silence Dogood” columns. Americans have the right to contribute funds to organizations preaching a message that resonates with them, even if that message is unpopular.

			Yet some donors on the Left have found new ways to obscure their funding, often while demanding transparency from their political opponents. A particularly secretive left-wing dark money network, recently exposed by the Capital Research Center, sheds important light on the way that woke elites spread their tentacles into the administrative state.

			What Is Arabella?

			When Justice Anthony Kennedy announced his resignation from the Supreme Court in 2018, allowing President Donald Trump to appoint a successor, a new organization called “Demand Justice” suddenly appeared on the scene, loudly condemning Trump’s nominees. This organization’s structure raised alarm bells even in the left-leaning outlet Open Secrets.

			Open Secrets explained that, unlike its counterpart on the Right, Judicial Crisis Network,

			…which follows the well-established ‘dark money’ model of incorporating as a tax-exempt nonprofit organized under Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code that is required to file annual 990 tax returns, Demand Justice is a non-tax-exempt entity organized by a fiscal sponsor—making their finances even more opaque.

			According to a May 2018 addition to the list of trade names on file with [the] D.C. Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, Demand Justice was organized by a fiscal sponsor called the Sixteen Thirty Fund. As a fiscal sponsor, the Sixteen Thirty Fund is an existing 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization that has agreed to provide a legal home and support for Demand Justice as a non-tax-exempt entity.

			Donors who steer money to Demand Justice would report donations to the fiscal sponsor rather than Demand Justice itself, adding an extra layer of secrecy that further obscures the source of the funds.… Sixteen Thirty Fund acts as a fiscal sponsor for over 45 initiatives that lack tax-exempt status or do not exist as separately incorporated entities. Because Sixteen Thirty Fund consolidates all of its fiscally sponsored projects into a single tax return, information about the project’s activities, funding, and spending [remains] largely hidden among all of its other projects.12

			Yet Sixteen Thirty Fund itself represents only one tentacle of a vast dark money enterprise. Scott Walter, the president of the nonprofit watchdog group Capital Research Center, lays out the larger network in his book Arabella: The Dark Money Network of Leftist Billionaires Secretly Transforming America. He traces left-leaning groups to a puppet-master organization: the for-profit consulting firm Arabella Advisors, LLC:

			Just as Sixteen Thirty spun into existence dozens of groups like Demand Justice to wage political war, simultaneously lending its nonprofit status to those pop-up groups and cloaking their donors more darkly than any normal nonprofit group could hope to do, the three ‘sister’ umbrella nonprofits to Sixteen Thirty—the New Venture Fund, Hopewell Fund, and Windward Fund—likewise launched dozens, nay hundreds, of not-quite-real groups into the fray.

			In reality, each of these groups was little more than an accounting code at one of the sister nonprofits and (usually) a website on the same server. But in the unreality of our current politics, policed by media that are sympathetic to the goals pursued by the Arabella empire and ignorant of the means it employs, these groups could pretend to be grassroots Americans demanding ‘justice’ on all kinds of issues, from climate change to abortion to Obamacare to the election process.13

			Walter explains how the Capital Research Center discovered the vast Arabella network, in part by realizing that many of the pop-up activist groups shared the same address on Connecticut Avenue in Washington, D.C.

			At its head is Arabella Advisors, an influential philanthropic consulting firm in Washington, D.C., catering to donors various ways, whether that be by adding justices to pack the Court, or in forcing term limits on existing members, or harassing the Court with new ‘ethics’ rules, or simply delegitimizing it in the eyes of citizens in hopes of weakening the wills of sitting justices to do their duty and strike down unconstitutional power grabs by the president and Congress.

			Demand Justice protested Trump’s Supreme Court nominees, even going so far as to print multiple signs with the names of different potential nominees before Trump ultimately picked Brett Kavanaugh. The Arabella network also propped up a similar group, “Fix the Court,” through Sixteen Thirty’s “sister” organization, New Venture Fund. As Walter noted, Senator Whitehouse’s website cited Fix the Court at least six times, and The New York Times has repeatedly cited the group and allowed its executive director, Gabe Roth, to publish editorials.

			Roth later revealed just how secretive the Arabella network is when he lost his composure during an interview with The Washington Examiner’s Gabe Kaminsky.

			Fix the Court launched in 2014 with a six-figure advertising campaign condemning a “disdain for openness and transparency” among Supreme Court justices. After the Senate confirmed Kavanaugh, it came to light that Fix the Court owned both the internet domains BrettKavanaugh.com and BrettKavanaugh.net, and used them to host sexual assault resources with the message, “We Believe Survivors.” This strategy bolstered the many women who came forward with claims that Kavanaugh had sexually assaulted them—claims Kavanaugh emphatically denied and for which the women presented no evidence. (Fix the Court did not stop with Kavanaugh. It has joined a public campaign to delegitimize Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas, condemning him for not formally disclosing certain gifts, particularly from Texas billionaire Harlan Crow.14)

			Kaminsky reached out to Roth, asking why Fix the Court did not initially file a Form 990 when it split off from New Venture Fund in 2021. Nonprofit groups that disclose receiving $50,000 or less in a year may file a smaller version of a Form 990, which Fix the Court did in 2021. Yet New Venture Fund disclosed on its 2021 tax forms that it granted Fix the Court $111,677.

			Roth responded that he “misunderstood the filing instructions” and sent The Washington Examiner full copies of his nonprofit’s 2021 and 2022 financial disclosure forms. One minute after he sent that email, however, he replied with a follow-up email: “S***, I’m not legally allowed to send you those. I really messed up. Can you call me now?”

			Tax attorneys told Kaminsky that it is not illegal for nonprofit groups to provide this information to the public. Yet Roth’s follow-up call with Kaminsky revealed a great deal about the secrecy of the Arabella network. “As you can see if you’ve reviewed the forms, I’m not a good fundraiser,” Roth told Kaminsky on the phone. “I’m not a good CPA. I’m a klutz. Schedule B is not something that is sent out, right? It’s not made public. Like, if you’re donating to a 501(c)(3), the IRS gets to see who donates to you, but the general public doesn’t.”

			“I mean, basically, I’ve tried to donate money; I have failed,” Roth added. “I tried to raise money; I have failed. I have only two foundations that give me money, and if their names become public, they’re never going to talk to me again, and Fix the Court is over. My screwup this morning probably cost me my job.”

			Roth told Kaminsky he hadn’t spoken with New Venture Fund “in years.” He described himself as “lucky enough to get a grant from them when we started in 2014 and that was renewed up until 2019, and then they said they didn’t want to support Fix the Court anymore. I said, ‘Fine, I’ll start my own 501(c)(3) nonprofit.’ That’s what I did.”15

			In addition to New Venture Fund’s $111,000, Fix the Court received $175,000 from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation in 2021. (Hewlett-Packard co-founder William R. Hewlett has used the left-leaning foundation to donate large sums to Planned Parenthood.) Roth earned $162,138 in 2022—not far from the group’s reported $195,512 in revenue that year.

			Parker Thayer, an investigative researcher at Capital Research Center, noted the irony of Roth’s terror about financial disclosure regarding Fix the Court. “They have attempted to smear honorable men like Justice Thomas over his own financial disclosures but are apparently terrified at the thought of someone obtaining their own,” he told the Examiner.

			Most nonprofit organizations do not disclose their donors, so they can be characterized as a form of “dark money,” but the Arabella network goes to extreme lengths to cloak its funding. In the wake of the Capital Research Center’s efforts to expose the network, many Arabella pop-up groups have become separate 501(c)(3) nonprofits, and the network also contributes to other established nonprofits that align with its objectives.

			Speaking to me in remarks for this book, an Arabella Advisors spokesperson described the company as “a consulting business that supports the philanthropic sector” and touted helping its clients to solve “some of the most important issues facing our world today.”

			Sixteen Thirty Fund told me that it strictly follows the law in advocating for “policies that advance our progressive values.”

			Hansjörg Wyss

			Many conservatives may be familiar with George Soros, the Hungarian American hedge fund billionaire whose Open Society Foundations funds much of the Left’s nonprofit ecosystem. They may also know Tom Steyer, an American hedge fund manager and climate activist investor who unsuccessfully ran for president in 2020. Fewer know of Hansjörg Wyss, a Swiss billionaire whose funding for the Arabella network drew the attention of The New York Times’s dark money reporter Ken Vogel.

			Wyss lives in Wyoming, and he has not publicly disclosed whether he holds citizenship or permanent residency in the U.S. Foreign nationals without permanent residency cannot legally donate directly to federal political candidates or political action committees, but they can bankroll groups that seek to influence public policy. Wyss founded two large nonprofits that direct money to left-wing causes: the Wyss Foundation and the Berger Action Fund.

			In 2022, the Berger Action Fund funneled $35 million to the Arabella entity Sixteen Thirty Fund and $5 million to the League of Conservation Voters, an environmentalist group.16 That same year, the Wyss Foundation gave $11.5 million to Arabella’s New Venture Fund (dedicated to the “Andes Amazon Fund”). That foundation also sent hefty checks to The Nature Conservancy ($5.6 million), Demos ($550,000), and The Sierra Club ($150,000)—which I will discuss in chapters 4 and 8.17 Wyss also sits on the board of the Center for American Progress, a central hub of the Woketopus’s efforts.18 According to Americans for Public Trust, Wyss has pumped at least $475 million into the arena of U.S. politics and discourse.19

			Sixteen Thirty Fund, one of the Arabella entities that Wyss funds, poured nearly $164 million into super PACs and other political organizations to influence elections in 2020. Much of that money supported America Votes, a voter turnout operation for the Left, and super PACs backing Biden and Senate Democrats.20

			While Wyss’s foundations, like Sixteen Thirty Fund, support left-leaning causes and organizations that directly lobby for Democratic candidates, Berger Action Fund spokesman Price Floyd told Vogel that the fund has an internal policy banning “any of its funding from being used to support or oppose political candidates or electoral activities.”21

			However, in May 2021, the nonprofit Americans for Public Trust filed a complaint with the Federal Election Commission, claiming that Wyss “indirectly funded federal electoral advocacy through his nonprofit organizations, the Wyss Foundation and the Berger Action Fund,” likely violating campaign finance laws.22 In July 2022, the FEC dismissed the complaint, though the commission split 3–3 on whether Wyss and the groups he funded made foreign national contributions.23

			Wyss’s sister Hedi wrote a book about her brother in 2014. That book, obtained by Americans for Public Trust and shared with me for this book, revealed some of Wyss’s intentions to influence the U.S.

			“What was important for him was to find out that he could exert an influence [on America] through his foundations,” Hedi Weiss wrote.24

			Behind the scenes a Swiss plays an important part in American politics, with money, though, that in great part he earned in the United States.… Whenever I attend board meetings of my brother’s foundations, I’m once again made aware of the fact that he is an important man. Quite often I don’t fully grasp what is going on because I live in Switzerland and thus am not close enough to the issues of current American politics that are being discussed, but I am made aware of the magnitude of these issues and to what extent my brother can exert an influence on American domestic politics through his foundations.25

			Hedi Wyss also notes her brother’s close relationship with John Podesta, the former chief of staff to President Bill Clinton who founded the Center for American Progress. Wyss helped Podesta found CAP and has served as one of its “sponsors.” Podesta also serves as a trustee of Wyss’s foundations.

			The book mentions many policy issues Wyss supports, from working with the American Civil Liberties Union on weakening immigration laws, to protecting the American West from “a growing Republican right—the Tea Party and Congress dominated by a growing number of radical Republicans—[that] sounds the attack on any kind of protection of the environment.”26

			In another section of the book, Hansjörg Wyss reveals his efforts to support voter registration in lieu of direct participation in politics.

			I can only try to influence things indirectly.… For example, by making sure that organizations that have a focus on so-called voter education have the necessary means to do so. They inform voters about their rights. They don’t come up with recommendations which party they should vote for but help them to register as voters, which for many people in the States is not easy. So I can do my bit to ensure that a greater number of people go and cast their vote.

			As explained in Chapter 8, registering voters is a key part of election campaigns, and Wyss is supporting an effort to turn federal agencies into a get-out-the-vote machine.

			Other Dark Money Sources

			Arabella Advisors did not come up with the idea of “fiscal sponsorship” to hide the exact projects donors’ money supports. That model originated with the Tides Foundation, the center of the Tides Nexus—a collection of San Francisco-area nonprofits that brought in more than $1.6 billion in 2020. In 1996, Tides passed its financial sponsorship services to a separate nonprofit, the Tides Center. Yet the foundation has become a pass-through funder on the Left thanks to its donor-advised funds, a kind of charitable “savings account” in which donors make grants to Tides, which invests the money and passes it on to other nonprofits at the donors’ direction. “Anonymity is very important to most of the people we work with,” Tides Founder Drummond Pike stated.

			The Tides Nexus incorporates eight nonprofits, including the Tides Network, the Tides Foundation, the Tides Center, and Tides Advocacy, among others.27 Donors include eBay founder Pierre Omidyar’s Democracy Fund, George Soros’s Open Society Foundations, and the foundations associated with the Ford family, the Rockefeller family, W. K. Kellogg, and Hewlett.28

			Many nonprofit groups that influence policy in the administrative state have received money through the Tides Nexus or the Arabella network, and some of them began as Arabella projects. The Left also has smaller pass-through groups, such as the Proteus Fund, which funneled $41 million from foundations and donors to left-leaning groups in 2020, often to boost mail-in voting.29

			In this book, I hope to reveal how woke nonprofits have shaped administration policies in ways that harm America, often fitting into the Left’s dark money network of Arabella, Tides, and Proteus. I refer to the confluence of left-wing funding through the Open Society Foundations, the Proteus Fund, the Arabella Advisors nonprofits, and the Tides Nexus as “the Left’s dark money network.” While some of the network’s donors are not dark money engines like Arabella and Tides, they work in concert with these dark money pass-throughs to prop up the Woketopus.
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