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    This book is for those of you who have struggled to embrace your darkness, having only been loved for your light. May you always embrace all that you are.
 
~ Charley

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Rome's not your cage. It's where you'll choose."
"St. Peter's was my dream of a normal life."
"You're my dream, wolf and all."
"You don't know me."
"Then tell me. What is it you think will change my mind? Turn the wheel of fate? Because that's what this is, Liora. It is fate."

      

    


​Fates and Mates series

Definitions

Alpha- The leader, or dominant individual, or pair, in a pack or group of people.

Lycan- Short for lycanthrope, a Lycan is often mistaken for a werewolf. A Lycan has the ability to turn into a wolf, or any type of dog. A Lycan's usual appearance is a human body and a wolf head.

Sigma- A rare breed Alpha, Omega mix. Some say they are nearly extinct.

Beta- A Beta is a position in a wolf pack, lower than the Alpha but higher ranking than the Omega. A Beta is someone who can mate with anyone else, Alpha, Beta, or Omega.

Gamma- A Gamma is third in command in a wolf pack often used in training warriors, personal protection of the Luna and can be placed in command in the absence of the Alpha and Beta.

Delta- A Delta is often the leader of the warriors due to their heightened abilities.

Omega- An omega is the lowest ranking species in the omegaverse/alphaverse universe. Unlike their alpha counterpart, omegas are generally kind, shy, sweet, smart, and hard-working. Omegas tend to have a strong, sweet scent. They don't mate with other omegas, just betas and alphas. They go through heats, which are cycles of arousal when their body is readying for mating.

Omegala- Plural form of omega.

Rogue- A rebellious, loner who follows their own rules. Without a pack.

Knotting- When animals mate, specifically canines, the penis enlarges during climax and remains enlarged to the point where he is literally stuck inside the female for as long as the mating process goes on. This happens to ensure insemination, and the male can ejaculate several times before he shrinks down small enough to unmount. 

Some references can be found in urban dictionary or Wikipedia.
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Trigger Warning: This book is intended for adults only. It contains strong language and sexual scenes, including light BDSM. All sexual activities represented are fictional fantasy only. Some subject matter may be considered taboo. If such material offends you, please do not purchase.
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“Tango to Evora” Loreena McKennitt

“Sweet Disposition” The Temper Trap

“Sway” (Quien Sera) Dean Martin

“Bela Lugosi’s Dead (official version) Bauhaus

“Fever” Peggy Lee

“Viva La Vida” Coldplay
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Chapter One
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Warrick

I’m sitting at a cookout with my ex-wife’s best friend, Rho. The woman I thought I’d spend the rest of my life with is in the arms of another man. The divorce has been final for months, but my heart doesn’t care. We spent a lifetime building a legacy that our children will carry forth. We should be enjoying the fruits of our labor. Together. Instead, I’m left to pick up the pieces of my broken heart. 

So, when Rho suggests we take a little vacation, I welcome the idea. Getting away sounds exactly like what I need.

I know she has an ulterior motive, but right now, watching Scott dance Lyssia, my ex, around the yard, I couldn’t care less. 

“Rome?” Her destination pick confuses me. I’ve never been outside the country. “Why Rome?”

“I want to visit Campo de’ Fiori. It’s the site of publicized witch burnings dating back to the 14th century. I’d like to pay my respects,” she whispers, her eyes glinting with unshed tears.

I nod at the seriousness of her request. “Then that’s what we will do.”

A wide smile forms. “Really? You’ll take me there?”

I look around, noting everyone laughing and dancing. Their mood does not reflect mine. “Sure. I’ve got nothing keeping me here. We’ll have to book a flight, though. Ryn has the jet on her vacation.”

“Of course!” She squeals, pulling me into a hug, her smoky jasmine scent permeating my senses.

It’s a shame really that her touch and excitement stirs nothing inside me. She’s a beautiful woman. Her ex was an ass, and she deserves someone who’ll love her, but that isn’t me. I’m too broken to love anyone.

Before I know it, she has booked a red-eye to Italy tonight. Even in the dead of night, the heat is sweltering, my shirt soaked with sweat. A reflection of a July wedding. Rho’s sundress beckons men as we make our way through the airport. Perhaps she can find someone worthy of her love on our journey. That would take her focus off me and usher in the happiness she seeks.

I can’t make anyone happy right now. I’m a miserable son of a bitch. Truth is, I have been ever since Lyssia mated with Mitch. I know the Moon Goddess had her reasons, and even though he became my best friend, it still stung. Never had I felt more betrayed than in that moment. Until we found out Scott was Lyssia’s twin flame. That ripped open the wound and gutted me. Mitch, too, though for him it was worse with the mate bond constantly tugging and pulling. He felt all her pain, lust, and love for a man that wasn’t us. A man we had entrusted to keep her safe. A fate that turned into a sardonic twist orchestrated by the Divine.
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