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EDITOR’S NOTE

A cousin of mine still calls our grandmother ‘Banmar’ because he couldn’t pronounce ‘Grandma’ correctly when he was a baby. A friend of my mother’s is called ‘Mango’ by her grandchildren. I’ve heard of Gramma, Mumma, Noni, Nairn and Nan. It doesn’t matter what words are used, the meaning is the same. The mother of a parent. Bigger than them; and, of course, anything greater is Grand. So there she is – Grandmother. The great heart and head of the family. The Matriarch.

Of course, all families are different. All families are a little crazy. But if family is the most important thing there is, those of us lucky enough to know the generations before ours must treasure them.

So it doesn’t matter if she is known as Nanny or Gran. It doesn’t matter whether her house smells of dried lavender or freshly baked cookies. It doesn’t matter whether she wears antique pearls or wellington boots. What matters is that we realise how lucky we are to have her wisdom, her guidance, her experience. For she is precious. She is grand. And, Grandma, we love you.


WHAT IS A GRANDMOTHER?

Something magical happens when parents turn into grandparents.

PAUL LINDEN
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The simplest toy, one which even the youngest child can operate, is called a grandparent.

SAM LEVENSON
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The best babysitters, of course, are the baby’s grandparents… which is why most grandparents flee to Florida.

DAVE BARRY

 

 


MY DAUGHTER POINTED OUT THE OTHER DAY ‘A GRANNY IS ONLY A DOUBLE-DECKER MUMMY.’

Jilly Cooper



 

 

Nobody can do for little children what grandparents do. Grandparents sort of sprinkle stardust over the lives of little children.

ALEX HALEY

[image: ]

BEING A GRANDMOTHER IS THE GREATEST JOY AND THE BEST JOB I WILL EVER HAVE.

Hillary Clinton

 

 

If nothing is going well, call your grandmother.

ITALIAN PROVERB
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Grandmother. The true power behind the power.

LISA BIRNBACH
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Just about the time a woman thinks her work is done, she becomes a grandmother.

EDWARD H. DRESCHNACK
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If grandmas hadn’t existed, kids would have inevitably invented them.

ARTHUR KORNHABER
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You make all your mistakes with your own children so by the time your grandchildren arrive, you… get it right.

LIZ FENTON
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Grandmothers open the doors to the future.

HELEN KETCHUM
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Most grandmas have a touch of the scallywag.

HELEN THOMSON
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Grandmothers always have time to talk and make you feel special.

CATHERINE PULSIFER
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A grandmother pretends she doesn’t know who you are on Halloween.

ERMA BOMBECK

 

 


A GRANDMA IS WARM HUGS AND SWEET MEMORIES. SHE REMEMBERS ALL OF YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND FORGETS ALL OF YOUR MISTAKES.

Barbara Cage



 

 

They give unconditional love, kindness, patience, humour, comfort, lessons in life. And, most importantly, cookies.

RUDOLPH GIULIANI ON GRANDPARENTS
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A grandmother is a safe haven.

SUZETTE HADEN ELGIN
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It is into us that the lives of grandparents have gone.

CHARLES AND ANN MORSE


THE GRANDCHILD COMETH!

When a child is born, so are grandmothers.

JUDITH LEVY
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Grandmothers hold babies on their laps under the stars and whisper in their ears.

RICK BRAGG
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Children’s children are a crown to the aged.

PROVERBS 17:6

 

 


EVERY BABY NEEDS A LAP.

Henry Robin



 

 


Grandchildren are God’s way of compensating us for growing old.

MARY H. WALDRIP
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EVERY BABY BORN INTO THE WORLD IS A FINER ONE THAN THE LAST.

Charles Dickens

 

 

A baby is a blank cheque made payable to the human race.

BARBARA CHRISTINE SEIFERT
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AH, BABIES!

THEY’RE MORE THAN JUST ADORABLE LITTLE CREATURES ON WHOM YOU CAN BLAME YOUR FARTS.

Tina Fey

 

 

Every baby is a fresh new flower who can smile, laugh, giggle, dance, love and sing with mother earth.

DEBASISH MRIDHA
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Babies are always more trouble than you thought – and more wonderful.

CHARLES OSGOOD
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The children we bring into the world are small replicas of ourselves… the pride and joy of grandfathers and grandmothers.

AZELENE WILLIAMS

 

 


A baby’s a full-time job for three adults.

Erica Jong



 

 

Families with babies and families without are so sorry for each other.

ED HOWE
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An hour with your grandchildren can make you feel young again. Anything longer than that and you start to age quickly.

GENE PERRET
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You know what the great thing about babies is? They are like little bundles of hope.

LISH MCBRIDE

 

 


BABIES ARE SUCH A NICE WAY TO START PEOPLE.

Don Herold



 

 

People who say they sleep like a baby usually don’t have one.

LEO J. BURKE
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A baby is a wishing well. Everyone puts their hopes, their fears, their pasts, their two cents in.

ELIZABETH BARD

[image: ]

I wish I had the energy that my grandchildren have – if only for self-defence.

GENE PERRET


GRANNY KNOWS BEST

If we have bikes to ride and people to love, now is the time.

ELISABETH KÜBLER-ROSS
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Be equal to your talent, not your age. At times let the gap between them be embarrassing.

YEVGENY YEVTUSHENKO
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We may encounter many defeats, but we must not be defeated.

MAYA ANGELOU

 

 


ATTITUDE IS A LITTLE THING THAT MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE.

Zig Ziglar



 

 

You can’t do it all, all the time, by yourself.

YASMEEN ABDUR-RAHMAN
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LIFE IS A SHIPWRECK BUT WE MUST NOT FORGET TO SING IN THE LIFEBOATS.

Voltaire

 

 

Life’s under no obligation to give us what we expect.

MARGARET MITCHELL

[image: ]

Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while we are here we might as well dance.

ANONYMOUS
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Always be a first-rate version of yourself, instead of a second-rate version of somebody else.

JUDY GARLAND

 

 


DO GOOD: AS WE HAVE TIME, AND OPPORTUNITY, TO DO GOOD IN EVERY POSSIBLE KIND, AND IN EVERY POSSIBLE DEGREE TO ALL MEN.

John Wesley



 

 

If you would be loved, love and be lovable.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
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Determine to live life with flair and laughter.

MAYA ANGELOU

[image: ]

The pen that writes your life story must be held in your own hand.

IRENE C. KASSORLA
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He who laughs most, learns best.

JOHN CLEESE
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How many cares one loses when one decides not to be something but to be someone.

COCO CHANEL
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The most exhausting thing in life is being insincere.

ANNE MORROW LINDBERGH
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There is just one life for each of us: our own.

EURIPIDES
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Health is real wealth and peace of mind is real happiness.

SANCHITA PANDEY
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A compromise is the art of dividing a cake in such a way that everyone believes that he has got the biggest piece.

PAUL GAUGUIN


LIL’ DARLINGS

Perfect love sometimes does not come until the first grandchild.

WELSH PROVERB
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Grandparents, like heroes, are as necessary to a child’s growth as vitamins.

JOYCE ALLSTON
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Children are a great comfort in your old age – and they help you reach it faster, too.

LIONEL KAUFFMAN

 

 


A GRANDCHILD IS LIKE A FINE JEWEL SET IN AN OLD RING.

Anne Lamott



 

 

There are only two lasting bequests we can hope to give our children. One of these… is roots, the other, wings.

PROVERB
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Grandkids bring you into a sweeter, slower present.

ADAIR LARA
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Grandmotherhood initiated me into a world of play, where all things became fresh… and honest again through my grandchildren’s eyes.

SUE MONK KIDD
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We find delight in the beauty and happiness of children that makes the heart too big for the body.

RALPH WALDO EMERSON
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NO MATTER HOW MANY GRANDCHILDREN YOU MAY HAVE, EACH ONE HOLDS A SPECIAL PLACE IN YOUR HEART.

Alvaretta Roberts

 

 

Even when freshly washed and relieved of all obvious confections, children tend to be sticky.

FRAN LEBOWITZ

[image: ]

Grandparents are there to help the child get into mischief they haven’t thought of yet.

GENE PERRET
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While we try to teach our children all about life, our children teach us what life is all about.

ANGELA SCHWINDT
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You can learn many things from children. How much patience you have, for instance.

FRANKLIN P. JONES
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Our death is not an end if we can live on in our children.

ALBERT EINSTEIN
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Our grandchildren
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