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    Hello to all my readers, new and old!
I wanted to say thank you so much for reading this book. It is a labour of love for me to work on my craft!
As a show of gratitude for you all enabling me to live my dream, please visit my substack page. I often give out free audiobooks and e-books for my fans over there. And the best part is, there is ZERO cost. It will always be 100% free to follow me and my stories over there.
If you'd like to claim your free audiobook, head to https://msnaughtee.substack.com/
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Chapter 1: Re-Introduced
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Andy. God, I'd always hated that name.

Even before I knew why I hated it, before I had the words to explain the way it felt like wearing clothes three sizes too small, before I understood that the uncomfortable squirming sensation in my chest whenever someone called it out wasn't just teenage angst—I hated it. Andy felt like sandpaper against my skin, like a song played in the wrong key, like trying to write with my left hand when I was so obviously right-handed.

But Arielle? Arielle felt like coming home.

I practiced saying it in the mirror for months before I told anyone. "Hi, I'm Arielle." "Arielle Matthews, nice to meet you." "Sorry, could you repeat that? I'm Arielle." Each time, my reflection seemed to smile a little brighter, stand a little straighter. Like she—like I—was finally becoming real.

Two days. Two days until I walk onto the university campus as myself, properly myself, for the first time. No more awkward corrections, no more wincing when professors read attendance lists, no more of that horrible pause when people looked at me and tried to reconcile what they were seeing with what they thought they knew.

I suppose I should feel nervous. Mum keeps asking if I'm anxious about starting university, and honestly? The academic bit doesn't scare me at all. I've always been clever—perhaps too clever for my own good, as my Grade 12 English teacher loved to remind me whenever I'd argue with her interpretations of whatever depressing novel we were studying. No, the coursework will be fine. It's everything else that has my stomach doing gymnastics routines.

Like the fact that I'll be living in residence with a complete stranger who probably expects a roommate named Andy. I'd requested a single room, obviously, but apparently half the incoming class had the same idea, and my application was just a smidge too late. So now I'm stuck with some unknown quantity called Marcus Chen, who's probably expecting to bond over sports and video games and whatever else boys are supposed to bond over.

The irony isn't lost on me. Here I am, about to start fresh where nobody knows my history, and I'm already worried about disappointing someone's expectations of who I should be.

But that's the thing about being a bit of a brat—and I'll freely admit that I am one—I've never been particularly good at meeting other people's expectations anyway. Even when I was trying to be Andy, I was rubbish at it. Too interested in literature, too opinionated about films, too quick with sarcasm, too everything that didn't fit the mould everyone seemed to want to squeeze me into.

At least now the mould and I are completely incompatible by design rather than by accident.

My phone buzzes. A text from Chloe:

Still can't believe you're actually doing this! So proud of you, babe. University won't know what hit them 💕

Chloe gets it. She's been my best friend since we were fourteen, and she was the first person I told when I started questioning things. Well, technically she figured it out before I told her, which was both mortifying and oddly relieving. Leave it to Chloe to take one look at me trying on her lip gloss in her bedroom mirror and say, "You know, you'd make a really pretty girl," in the most matter-of-fact tone imaginable.

That was two years ago. Two years of figuring myself out, of therapy sessions and difficult conversations with my parents, of legal name changes and medical appointments and learning how to do eyeliner properly. Two years of becoming Arielle while still being stuck in spaces where everyone knew me as Andy.

But university? University is different. University is mine.

I catch my reflection in my bedroom window—the September evening light is perfect for it—and for once, I like what I see. My hair's finally grown out properly, a cascade of auburn waves that catch the light just so. The girl looking back at me is pretty, I think, though she's got that slightly sharp look around the edges that suggests she might be more trouble than she appears. Good. I've never wanted to be the sort of pretty that comes with assumptions about being sweet and compliant.

Sweet and compliant were never really options for Andy, and they're certainly not on the table for Arielle.

My suitcases are packed and lined up by my bedroom door like loyal soldiers ready for
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