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All of a sudden, it occurred to me hard that I should write the stories on and of Abhinandan Varthaman, an Indian Fighter Pilot, who rocked the whole nation and neighbouring countries on 27th February, 2019.

On 27th February, 2019, the said pilot came into big sight and moved the whole countrymen of India and Pakistan. He became the focal point of discussion between urban and even rural people of the whole country. It was a big move of India’s patriotic heart. Every street of cities and villages was rife with high patriotic talk on Abhinandan’s gallantry whether totally true or even a little false. 

The present book is basically a compilation of stories of his courageous deeds, actions and resultant news coverages, etc. The author does not prove the reality of the stories. I cannot sign the truth at it. However, I could say that every person having interest in defence matters should read this interesting book and know more of him and his venture. 

While writing this book, I sought help from several corners; noted different quotations; and collected some articles from other sources. I also contacted several big experts of the subjects.

I took much pain in writing this book and tried my level best to make it error proof. However, to err is human. Errors of whatsoever type, if crept in inadvertently, may kindly be brought under my notice. For this, I shall be highly obliged to you. Comments and suggestions are most welcome.

Hope, this book will find your test to read it at most.


-Ram Nivas Kumar
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Abhinandan Varthaman is an Indian Fighter pilot and officer in the Indian Air Force who pilots MIG-21 Bison fighter aircraft. He was born on June 21, 1983. His wife is Tanvi Marwaha; his mother Smt. Shobha Varthaman and father Simhakutty Varthaman. He held for three days in Pakistan during the 2019 India-Pakistan stand-off and received widespread capture. 

Abhinandan’s family hails from Thirupanamoor, a village near Kanchipuran, Tamil Nadu. His father Mr. Simhakutti Varthaman is retired as an Air Marshal in the Indian Air Force while his mother is a doctor by profession. He is married to a retired Squadron leader and lives in Chennai. 

Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman is a graduate from the National Defence Academy. He joined the Indian Air Force as a fighter pilot in 2004. He trained at the Indian Air Force (IAF) centres in Bathinda and Halwara. He was previously a trained SU-30 MKI fighter pilot before being assigned to the MIG-21 Bison Squadron. 
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A HARD TIME IN PAKISTAN


On 27 February, 2019 Varthaman was flying MIG-21 and crossed into Pakistan territory erroneously. His craft was shot down by the Pakistani Air Forces near the Village of Horran. Varthaman ejected and deployed his parachute, and descended safely to the ground. It is claimed by local villagers that Varthaman could be identified as an Indian pilot by the Indian flag. Upon handing, Varthaman asked the villagers if he was in India to which a young boy replied “Yes” to allow time for Pakistani soldiers to capture him alive. In response  to Varthaman’s shouting patriotic Indian slogans, one villager shouted back “long live Pakistan” after which Varthaman began to fire warning shots and moved away  at least 500 metres. At this point, Varthaman attempted to swallow the sensitive documents and threw some documents in water; some of which was taken by the villagers and handed over to the Pakistani Army. When  Pakistani soldiers arrived, they found Varthaman being attacked by a group of villagers while some villagers were trying to protect him. 

A Statement released by the Indian Air Force said that prior to his MIG’s crashing, an IAF Lockheed Martin F-16 crashed in Pakistan. In a statement from Pakistan in inter-services public relations, Director General returned this claim stating that all Pakistani planes had returned to bases and F-16s were not used in any activities that day.

Videos and image released by Pakistan authorities showed him being beaten and dragged by a mob with his face covered in blood. Another set of videos showed him being interrogated with tied hand and blindfold receiving. The release of those videos is suspected of being violated of the Geneva Conventions and were deleted by Pakistani authorities. Also, they went viral. However, experts differ whether the Geneva Convention applies in this case. In the first few videos, Varthaman did not divulge any details other than his name, his rank and that he was a Hindu. The following day, the Indian Ministry of External Affairs confirmed that an Indian pilot was missing in action after a MIG-21 Bison fighter plane was lost while engaging with Pakistan jets that violated the Indian airspace. 
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REPATRIATION


On 28 February 2019, Pakistan’s PM Imran Khan announced while addressing a joint sitting of the Parliament of Pakistan that the government had decided to release Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman the next day as a “gesture of peace.” A petition that was filed before the Islamabad High Court seeking an injunction to stop his release was, however, dismissed by the court the same day. Varthaman crossed the India-Pakistan border at Wagah on 1 March, 2019.

Talking to the BBC Urdu, Shah Mehmood Qureshi, the Foreign Minister of Pakistan, said that his government announced the release of the IAF Wing Commander out of a desire for peace; and there was no compulsion or pressure on Pakistan, as was implied by the Indian Media. The handing over of the pilot Abhinandan Varthaman to India at Wagah-Attari border was a little delayed as he was made to record a statement on camera by Pakistani authorities before he was allowed to cross the border. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomed the release of Abhinandan suggesting the nation was proud of him. 
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ABHINANDAN AFTER RETURN

A medical check-up upon his return found that he had multiple bruises and a fractured rib but no significant injuries. They said that Abhinandan faced a lot of mental harassment even though he was not subjected to physical torture. 

Will Wing Commander Abhinandan fly again? Now that Wing Commander Abhinandan is back, safe and alive, thousands of Indians wonder of the hero pilot if he will ever fly again? In case you are wondering too, it isn’t a simple or straightforward answer. The entire nation hopes that Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman will take to the skies again. 

As Abhinandan undergoes medical tests at the Army hospital in Delhi, reports suggest that the pilot has a lower spinal injury and a rib crack. Neither of the two is surprising. The rib crack could either be from injuries sustained on the ground or possible from his posture during the ejection. Broken limbs, ribs or soft tissue injuries are not remotely uncommon in ejections.

As a nation sat transfixed by his capture, nearly every one notices how Abhinandan stood ram-rod straight during his return across the Wagah-Attari border. 

Pakistan’s treatment of Abhinandan Varthaman was not so novel. Why?  Pakistan claims: Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman, the Indian fighter pilot- was captured during an aerial confrontation with the IAF and was given dignified treatment.  

––––––––
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CELEBRITIES ON ABHINANDAN



Film fraternity members from across the country sent out a message saluting the courage displayed by Indian Air force pilot Abhinandan Varthaman after he was captured by Pakistan when his MIG-21 crashed in that country. Following celebrities expressed themselves like this:

Celina Jaitley: I am the fourth generation in a family dedicated to the armed forces. My family had given blood to our nation. I speak from my heart. The sensible gesture of Mr. Imran Khan to release Abhinandan is truly appreciated. We also expect ascertaining a genuine commitment to hunt down all militant group heads for the benefits of both sides. We own an immense debt of gratitude to soldiers who have paid the ultimate price for this cause, as well as for those who are blessed enough to return from the battlefield unscathed, they alone must suffer and bear THE DEEPEST WOUNDS AND SCARS OF WAR. 

Abhinandan brought us all together as Indians. We have to remember to be that and not turn into Hindu, Muslim, Dalit, Christian or Kashmiri. Our force’s sacrifice demands that we stand behind them as one.

Swara Bhaskar: Abhinandan is a hero. His calm, dignified, gracious responses and courage in the face of capture are inspiring and his stoic, well-mannered conduct had back to the best traditions of the armed force.  

Yash: Very happy that he is safe. Our country go to witness the bravery of our soldiers. I solute them because they bleed to safeguard tricolour, no matter which soil they are on. India is in fate hands. Jai Hind!

Nimrat Kaur: Extremely elated and completely in awe of his grid and unfathomable heroism. I salute him not only as an Indian but also as a fauji’s daughter. It was gut-wrenching to imagine all that he went through. 

Prosenjit Chatterjee: So, so happy and proud of him. He is a real hero!

Vani Tripathi: Welcome back Abhinandan! You held your gun despite the odds. Jai Hind!

R. Madhavan: I am so
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