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INTRODUCTION

When Cheers debuted on national television on September 30, 1982 it had the smallest viewing audience for the entire week. Despite its poor ranking, the critics had nothing but accolades for the series--praising the quality and sublime humor in the script and the performance of the cast. These strengths proved to be the saving grace because within weeks Cheers began a slow but steady ascension toward the top of the Nielsen Ratings. By the second year it became the Thursday night anchor for NBC prime time programming and well on its way to years of unbridled success.

The continuous success and popular appeal of Cheers has many facets. First, the well-written scripts were perfectly suited for each character's persona which fused the cast into a cohesive, almost family-like unit. It also appealed to a diversified viewing audience--combining physical appeal, sexual innuendos and double entendres with playful humor, situational comedy and downright nastiness. The script was further strengthened by the writers' boldness in tackling controversial issues, such as alcoholism, homosexuality, and adultery.

Second, the cast was impeccable. Ted Danson (Sam Malone), Shelley Long (Diane Chambers), Rhea Perlman (Carla Tortelli), Nicholas Colasanto (Coach), George Wendt (Norm), and future regular John Ratzenberger (Cliff Clavin) provided a well-balanced and diversified ensemble. As the show evolved, the addition of replacement actors Kirstie Alley (Rebecca Howe) and Woody Harrelson (Woody Boyd) provided an effective transition with comparable synchronicity. The other successful cast additions included the intellectual duo of Kelsey Grammer (Frasier Crane) and Bebe Neuwirth (Lilith Sternin).

Moreover, the characters were real and believable, and the audience could relate to their roles. The owner of the bar, Sam Malone, was an attractive, macho, ex-athlete, and chauvinistic philanderer. The bar manager, Rebecca Howe, was the success-obsessed, power-driven corporate brown-noser who was only hindered by her insecurity and indecisiveness.

The bartender, Ernie "Coach" Pantusso, represented an airhead employee who was so convincing and adorable that you could not help but love him. When Coach passed away, he was capably replaced by Woody Boyd, a young naïve hick from Indiana with a child-like innocence, who was not stupid but very literal.

Cheers had two waitresses, Diane Chambers and Carla Tortelli. Diane was an attractive barroom misfit who aspired to intellectualism but often succumbed to pagan lusts. Carla, on the other hand, served more insults than drinks; she was the uncensored dose of reality using her scorned-woman demeanor to hurl cruel remarks that never masked the truth.

The bar regulars provided unique personalities. Frasier Crane and Lilith Sternin were pompous intellectuals with character flaws that allowed the patrons to use street-smarts to match wits. There were other regular patrons (though some would say they were bar fixtures), most notably Norm Peterson and Cliff Clavin. Norm was the affable, beer-guzzling patron that made Cheers his home, while Cliff was the self-proclaimed know-it-all and trivia expert who espoused more fiction than fact, and had more issues (like an Oedipus Complex) than Time magazine!

Each character offered a unique personality and individuality, and each actor masterfully portrayed those personas with true professionalism and realism. This leads to the final reason Cheers was successful: the comedy was based upon character persona and actor delivery more than one-liners. The actors used their talents to mold the script to fit each character's persona. The end result was continuous humor using the viewer's perception of the characters' personality traits; it was the nonverbal communication and delivery of the words more than the actual words being spoken. This created a broad forum of comedy for the writers and viewers, and may be the most significant factor in the program's longevity and success.

With all the talent behind the show, it is not surprising that it endured eleven immensely successful seasons. This book serves as an enshrinement of one of television's most successful situation comedies; one that is sure to stand the test of time (watch for it on Nickelodeon or other networks devoted to honoring classic television programs). It garnered numerous Emmy nominations and awards and consistently maintained a solid fan base. Everyone can relive the episodes through this trivia book which highlights each character. The questions range from easy to difficult to ensure lasting entertainment for the casual viewer, as well as a stern challenge for the devoted fan. There is considerable diversity in questions, ranging from factual to silly humor, so everyone can be amazed, enlightened and amused.
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SAM MALONE

Questions

 

Background & Family

1. What were Sam's two aliases? A1

2. What was Sam's nationality? A2

3. Which one of Sam's relatives emigrated to America, and from which country? A3

4. When was the only time that Sam made his father proud? A4

5. What was Sam's older brother's name, and occupation? A5







School

6. What was Sam's first oral report? A6

7. Sam participated in which school play? A7

8. Why did Sam never graduate from high school? A8

9. What night class did Sam take to receive a high school diploma in 1985? A9

10. How far did Sam get through college? A10







Personal

11. What was the name of Sam's childhood dog? A11

12. What was Sam's height? A12

13. On a scale of 1-10, how did Sam rate himself? A13

14. Sam used what kind of toothbrush? A14

15. What were Sam's two hidden talents? A15

16. According to Sam, what type of person cannot be trusted? A16

17. Sam had what unusual type of insurance? A17

18. Sam knew only one work of art, what was it? A18

19. What painting always made Sam laugh? A19

20. Who was the only person to beat Sam at arm wrestling? A20

21. When was the only time that Sam cried? A21

22. When Sam had a near-death experience, what flashed before his eyes? A22

23. Sam had what reincarnation memory? A23

24. What was Sam's biggest secret (that only Carla knew about)? A24







Personal Likes & Dislikes

25. What three things did Sam like the most? A25

26. What was Sam's favorite color? A26

27. What brand of breakfast cereal did Sam love? A27

28. What was Sam's favorite hobby? A28

29. What was Sam's favorite television show? A29

30. Which era of The Three Stooges did Sam like best? A30

31. Who was Sam's favorite actor? A31

32. Who did Sam hate more than anyone in the world? A32







Friends

33. When Sam was 19 years old, who was his best friend, and how did they meet? A33

34. Sam and his ex-teammates took an annual ski trip to Stowe, Vermont on which weekend? A34

35. What year did Sam and Carla meet? A35







Automobile

36. What type of car did Sam own and treasure? A36

37. What birthday present did Sam receive from his mechanic? A37

38. What was the name of Sam's mechanic? A38

39. What was the name of Sam's chamois boy? A39

40. How did Sam cope with his car being stolen? A40

41. What would Sam do when his car was scratched? A41

42. Why did Sam sell his Corvette the first time? A42

43. What vehicle did Sam buy to replace the Corvette? A43

44. Why did Sam reacquire the Corvette? A44

45. Why did Sam sell his Corvette a second time? A45

46. How did Sam reacquire the Corvette from the second owner? A46







Baseball

47. Where did Sam play minor league AA ball? A47

48. Sam played for which Major League baseball team? A48

49. What was Sam's baseball nickname? A49

50. What was Sam's jersey number? A50

51. What baseball position did Sam play? A51

52. What was Sam's best pitch? A52

53. Who heckled Sam during every home game in which he pitched? A53

54. Who was Sam's roommate when he played for the Red Sox, and what position did his roommate play? A54

55. Sam's superstition did not allow him to pitch to which players? A55

56. Sam's first save as a relief pitcher was against which team? A56

57. What was Sam's greatest baseball memory? A57

58. Which player was Sam never able to strikeout? A58

59. What was Sam's highest Major League batting average? A59

60. How did Sam handle the pressures of baseball? A60

61. What were the two reasons that Sam started drinking during his ball playing days? A61

62. How did Sam break out of a slump? A62

63. What talisman (lucky charm) did Sam carry with him after he left baseball? A63

64. On what day was Sam told he was being cut by the Red Sox? A64

65. Sam owned a baseball card of which Major League player? A65







Employment

66. What was the title of the poem Sam had published, and who was the original author? A66

67. What product did Sam promote in a television commercial, and what was the product slogan? A67

68. What was Sam's corporate executive title? A68

69. Sam had a picture of which person on his corporate executive desk? A69

70. What was the name of Sam's corporate secretary? A70

71. Why was Sam hired as a corporate executive? A71







Relationships

72. What was Sam's best "pitch" (pick-up line)? A72

73. According to Sam, when were the only times a man should use the word "love"? A73

74. What three types of women did Sam refuse to date? A74

75. When Sam broke up with a woman, what did he give her? A75

76. When Sam broke up with a woman, what would he tell her? A76







Sam's Black Book

77. How did Sam protect his black book? A77

78. Who was the only woman listed in Sam's black book that he did not sleep with? A78

79. In Sam's black book, who was rated "the best"? A79

80. What were the contents of Sam's "Babe Kit"? A80

81. What were the ingredients in Sam's special blend of cologne? A81







Sex, Sex & More Sex

82. When was Sam's first sexual encounter? A82

83. Who was Sam's second sexual encounter? A83

84. Where was the strangest place Sam ever had sex? A84

85. What woman did Sam always desire when he drank tequila? A85

86. According to Sam, where was his mattress located? A86

87. Other than sex, Sam had what other two interests? A87







Relationships - Diane

88. What happened the first time Sam kissed Diane? A88

89. Who did Sam choose as Diane's blind date? A89

90. In preparation for an evening with intellectuals, what book did Sam read to impress Diane? A90

91. Who was the surprise in Sam's bachelor cake? A91

92. Who cried at Sam and Diane's wedding in 1987? A92







Relationships - Others

93. Which political figure did Sam date? A93

94. Which sanitarium patient did Sam date (other than Diane)? A94

95. Why did Sam abstain from sex for three months? A95

96. Who did Sam consult to learn the secrets of celibacy? A96

97. What were the names of the mother-daughter tandem that Sam tried to date simultaneously? A97

98. Which lover did Sam meet on Valentine's Day for over twenty years? A98

99. Which Miss America pageant contestant did Sam date? A99

100. Who was the sexy psychologist that Sam wanted to date, and what "problem" did he fake when he saw her professionally? A100







Relationships - Conception

101. Why did Sam ask Rebecca to bear his child? A101

102. What did Sam want to name his child? A102

103. When Sam envisioned old age, what was his son's occupation? A103

104. When Sam envisioned old age, what was his daughter's name? A104







Miscellaneous Information

105. What honor was bestowed upon Sam by Boston magazine? A105

106. What did Sam think of the paintings by French Impressionist Paul Cézanne? A106

107. What boat race did Sam nearly win? A107

108. What pest infestation did Sam have in his apartment? A108

109. According to Sam, how does a guy prove his manliness? A109

110. When Sam sunk his boat in the Caribbean, what did they name the reef he discovered? A110

111. What did Sam save for special occasions? A111







Cheers

112. What was Sam's job title when he worked at Cheers? A112

113. Where did Sam work as a temporary bartender for one month? A113

114. Other than Cheers, what bar did Sam want to buy, and what was he going to name it? A114

115. How did Sam eventually purchase Cheers, and what was the sale price? A115

116. When Sam envisioned old age, who was the owner of Cheers? A116

117. What was the combination to the Cheers safe? A117

118. When Sam wagered the bar, what was the bet? A118

119. What happened when Sam attempted to stop Diane and Frasier's wedding? A119

120. What was Sam's most valuable asset (so valuable he was going to use it as his retirement plan)? A120

[image: Sam point at Diane behind bar]

Diane (Shelley Long) and Sam (Ted Danson) having a conversation behind the bar.








Answers

1. Lance Mannion and Honeyboy Wilson. Q1







2. Irish. Q2







3. His great grandfather. He emigrated from County Cork, Ireland. Q3







4. When he was hired as a corporate executive. Q4







5. Derek. He was an international lawyer. Q5







6. How maple syrup was made. Q6



. 




7. How Boots Fooled the King. Q7







8. Sam received a baseball contract during his senior year of high school and spring training began in February. Q8







9. Geography. Q9







10. Halfway through the application. Q10







11. Lucky. Q11







12. 6'3. Q12







13. 12. Q13







14. Snoopy. Q14







15. The "bar slide" (sliding a full glass of beer on the bar countertop and having it make a 90-degree turn), and his sexual prowess. Q15







16. A bride. According to Sam, marriage changes a woman; once she hears the wedding vow, she begins to believe it. Q16







17. Hair insurance. Q17







18. Michelangelo's Two Muscular Guys Touching Fingers (the actual title is Creation of Man, which is part of the Sistine Chapel ceiling). Q18







19. Dogs Playing Blackjack. Q19







20. Jack Dalton, Diane's former lover. Q20







21. When Rebecca smashed the windows of his Corvette with a frying pan (she was upset that Sam ruined her tea room). Q21







22. His hair. Q22







23. He fought in the Civil War. Q23







24. Sam wore a toupee (or as Sammy would say, "hair replacement system"). Q24







25. Fun women, hot dogs, and game shows. Q25







26. Blue. Q26







27. Froot Loops. Q27







28. Sailing. Q28
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