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Modern Christians are walking through a burning forest with a torn map, no compass, and a blindfold made of pride. And they wonder why they can’t find Heaven.

This book is not a devotional. It is not “inspirational.” It is not soft, sweet, or digestible for the lukewarm. I am writing this because the modern Christian is confused, lost, and in many cases, walking straight into damnation with a smile and a Spotify playlist.

Let me put it plainly. Imagine I handed you a map and told you: “Use this to reach Heaven.” Then I ripped out parts of the map, erased the compass, and told you to just follow your feelings. Would you ever reach your destination? Of course not. Yet this is exactly how modern Christianity operates. The Bible they use is incomplete, mutilated by men like Martin Luther who removed sacred books because they contradicted his theology. The original Christian Bible—the one used from the 2nd to the 4th century, from the Greek Septuagint and the early apostolic writings—included Tobit, Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach, 2 Maccabees, and more. These were not optional. They were preached, prayed, and bled for. Remove them, and you don’t just lose verses—you lose doctrine, discipline, and direction.

But it’s worse than just missing books. Today’s Christians use the Bible like a mirror instead of a map. They read it to see what they want to see, not what God actually said. They invent meanings, twist verses, and baptize their sins in the language of love. I could stand in a pulpit, commit adultery with five women, and justify it by quoting, “Love your neighbor.” Ridiculous? Blasphemous? Yes. But not any more absurd than churches today that bless immorality, affirm delusion, and celebrate rebellion in the name of tolerance. They use “God is love” as a universal permission slip—not to call sinners to repentance, but to tolerate their damnation.

This is why I am writing this book.

Because love without truth is a lie.
Because faith without direction is a trap.
And because the modern church has lost the compass.
That compass is not your feelings. It is not your pastor’s TED Talk. It is not the latest worship trend. The compass is Tradition—the culture of the early Christians, the teachings of the Apostles, and the authority of the historic Church. They did not read the Bible in isolation. They read it together, with guidance from bishops, martyrs, councils, and the Holy Spirit. Tradition is not a dead ritual—it is a living memory of divine wisdom. Discard it, and you’re not interpreting Scripture—you’re inventing it.

The early Church—between 200 and 381 AD—stood in the face of persecution, heresy, and empire. They did not guess what Christianity meant. They knew, because they had inherited the faith handed down by the Apostles themselves. They gave us creeds, canons, and catechisms. They preserved the unity of the faith, not by majority vote, but by obedience to revealed truth. And they warned—again and again—that false teachers, wolves in sheep’s clothing, and heretics with honeyed words would try to lead the flock astray.

And that’s exactly what’s happened.

Today, anyone with a YouTube channel or a clever Instagram bio calls himself a “pastor.” Everyone is a “prophet.” Every lifestyle is “blessed.” Every belief is “valid.” Even Satan is being rebranded. And why not? If the Church tolerates every lie wrapped in a Bible verse, what stops anyone from claiming the throne of God for themselves?

We now live in an age of theological universalism, where:

●  Everyone goes to Heaven, even if they never repent.
●  Every sinner is called a “saint-in-process,” but no one is ever rebuked.
●  Every so-called preacher is affirmed, even if he contradicts the Apostles.
●  “Love” means never offending anyone—especially not with truth.
This isn’t Christianity. This is a cult of comfort built on a pile of edited Scriptures and burned traditions.

So I wrote this book to burn the illusions.

To give you back the compass.
To give you the full map.
To walk you through the real Christianity—the one that existed before it was watered down, sold out, and westernized into a feel-good fantasy.
I wrote this for the few who still fear God.
For the ones who know something’s wrong.
For those who are tired of fake shepherds, faithless teachers, and churches that feel more like nightclubs than cathedrals.
This is your ancient warning.
This is your map home.
This is the voice of the early Church, screaming across centuries:
Turn back.
Repent.
And walk the narrow road.
Before it's too late.
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A.A. Castor is a relentless voice calling Christians back to the ancient paths — not the tamed, compromised faith of modernity, but the brutal, beautiful Christianity that thundered through the catacombs, councils, and coliseums of the early Church. In a world that flatters heresy, downplays doctrine, and mocks obedience, Castor stands unapologetically for the unedited truth: that God is Triune, that idols must be destroyed, that saints are examples not enemies, and that ministry is not a performance but a calling bound by blood and fire.

In this book, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity, Castor digs through centuries of noise and brings forward the bones of the faith — the unbreakable truths that anchored martyrs, terrified demons, and formed the foundation of Christ’s Church. He writes not for the religiously entertained, but for the spiritually starving. Not for the applause of man, but for the approval of heaven.

Rooted in Scripture, forged by Apostolic Letters, and sharpened by the iron wisdom of the early Church Fathers, Castor’s work offers no escape routes — only a narrow road that demands the death of self and the resurrection of a faith worth bleeding for.

He does not write to soothe modern sensibilities. He writes to resurrect Christian sanity.

If you are tired of foggy theology, spineless sermons, and faith that bends with every breeze of culture —
If you still believe God has not changed, truth still divides, and holiness still matters —
Then this book, and the author behind it, were made for you.
Because Castor writes with one goal:
To revive Old Christianity.
And through it — raise a Church the gates of Hell still fear.
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In reading this book, the reader will encounter repeated references to Catholic and Orthodox doctrine, tradition, and practice. It is crucial to understand that these references do not pertain to the modern institutional Roman Catholic Church or Eastern Orthodox Churches in their current hierarchical or political expressions.

Rather, this work draws from the ancient, apostolic, and undivided Church—the Church that existed before the Great Schism of 1054, before the innovations of medieval scholasticism, and long before Vatican councils or nationalized Orthodoxy. This “Old Church” is defined not by denomination but by fidelity to the faith once delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3), as preserved by the earliest bishops, Church Fathers, and martyrs.

●  The word “Catholic” means universal, and in early Christianity, it signified the whole and undivided faith that all true Christians held “everywhere, always, and by all” (St. Vincent of Lérins).
●  The word “Orthodox” means right glory or correct worship, referring to the faithful preservation of doctrine and liturgy in accordance with apostolic teachings.
Thus, when this book appeals to Catholic or Orthodox tradition, it is not an endorsement of modern papal bureaucracy, ecumenical syncretism, national churches, or post-schism dogmas. It is a call to return to the purity, order, and spiritual integrity of the pre-schism Christian Church—to reclaim what the Apostles built, what the martyrs died for, and what the Councils preserved before corruption and compromise set in.

This work is not anti-Catholic or anti-Orthodox, but it is unflinchingly pro-apostolic. It seeks not modern religious identity, but ancient Christian fidelity.
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Modern Christianity is confused, chaotic, and catastrophically lost.

Today’s believers are handed a Bible and told to “find their way to Heaven”—but no one dares tell them that the Bible they’re holding is missing books, ripped from its original context, and disconnected from the very compass that guided the early Church. It’s like giving someone a map to Heaven and removing both the compass and entire sections of the terrain, then blaming them when they wander into a ditch. That’s where we are now—millions of sincere people lost in spiritual fog, interpreting Scripture however they please, while the pastors smile and say, “It’s all grace.”

Let me be blunt: the modern Christian doesn’t need a motivational speech. He needs a compass—and a slap to the face.

We are living in an age where sin is repackaged as freedom, where heresy is called love, and where Scripture is weaponized to justify rebellion rather than obedience. The Bible was never meant to be used in isolation. The early Christians (c. 200–381 AD) didn’t walk around with a personal Bible app and a blog. They lived within the culture of the Church—rooted in apostolic tradition, spiritual authority, and sacred guidance handed down from Christ to the Apostles, and from the Apostles to the bishops, martyrs, and faithful teachers of the early centuries.

They didn’t say, “It means whatever it means to me.”
They said, “What has the Church always believed? What did the Apostles teach? What does the Holy Spirit say through the Fathers?”
Today, none of that matters to the average modern Christian. They treat tradition as “dead religion,” they treat Church authority as optional, and they treat morality as a personal preference. Worst of all, they treat the Bible as a buffet. They quote “Love thy neighbor” to defend every kind of sin and insanity—from sexual immorality to outright blasphemy. Let me give you an example: if I, as a preacher, have sex with multiple women and say “Well, God said love your neighbor,”—am I quoting Scripture? Yes. Am I following it? Absolutely not.

But this is exactly how Christianity is being interpreted today.
Not to call people to repentance, but to give them permission to stay in their sin.
Not to warn, but to tolerate.
Not to guide, but to affirm.
"Love" has become the new drug—cheap, soft, and utterly godless.
This is why I wrote this book.

Because the modern Christian has lost the compass.
Because the modern Bible has been edited—books like Tobit, Sirach, 2 Maccabees, Wisdom of Solomon, and Baruch were ripped out by men who had no right to touch the sacred canon.
Because ancient Christian tradition isn’t “optional” or “cultural baggage.” It’s the living echo of the Apostles, the guiding framework for reading Scripture, and the shield that guards against heresy. Without it, we are all just making up our own religion—and calling it Christianity.
We now live in an age of universalism, where:

●  Everyone is told they’re going to Heaven.
●  Every sinner is a “work in progress.”
●  Every false teacher is “anointed.”
●  Every perversion is baptized in the name of “God is love.”
●  Anyone can be a preacher.
●  No one needs to repent.
●  And the faithful are told to “stop judging” while the wicked are promoted.
This isn’t Christianity.
It’s chaos wearing a cross necklace.
So this book is for those who are done playing nice with lies.
For those who want the full Bible, not the abridged version.
For those who want the real road to salvation, not the wide, smooth road to hell with a Jesus sticker on it.
This is not a book of suggestions.
This is not for comfortable Christians.
This is for warriors, exiles, and remnant believers who know—deep down—that something is deeply wrong with modern faith, and they want to return to the old, tested, bloody, and beautiful Christianity that the martyrs died for.
The truth is simple:
You can’t find Heaven with a broken map.
You can’t walk the narrow road without a compass.
And you can’t follow Christ while dragging the world behind you.
I wrote this book to give you the map back.
To hand you the compass.
To shake you awake before the final gate closes.
Because the road is narrow.
The judgment is real.
And eternity doesn’t care how you felt about the truth—only whether you obeyed it.
Welcome to old Christianity.
It’s going to offend you.
It’s supposed to.
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The Bible hasn’t failed the Church. The Church has failed the Bible.

Let’s start with a brutal truth: the Bible in most Christians’ hands today is edited, incomplete, and weaponized. Verses are cherry-picked, entire books have been ripped out, and words have been inserted to fit modern doctrines. “Faith alone” is a perfect example—a phrase you will not find anywhere in the original Scriptures except when James explicitly rejects it (James 2:24). But somehow, it’s become a cornerstone of modern theology. Why? Because arrogance has replaced obedience, and tradition has been traded for innovation.

Imagine this level of delusion: modern Christians act as if they invented the Bible. They strut around quoting verses they barely understand, while mocking the early Christians—the very people who preserved, copied, suffered, and died for those same Scriptures. These early believers defined Christianity while drenched in blood and fire. Yet modern pew-warmers believe they, with their podcast opinions and YouTube seminary degrees, know better.

They say tradition is man-made. But what they forget is that it was tradition that made the Bible.

Without the oral teachings of the apostles, without the discernment of the early bishops, without the preserved practices of the Church that gathered, tested, and protected the books, you wouldn’t have a Bible to begin with. The first Christians didn’t have a leather-bound KJV. They had scrolls, sermons, and sacred tradition handed down with trembling reverence.

The Septuagint, not the Masoretic Text, was the Old Testament of the early Church. It included books like Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach, Tobit, and Baruch—books modern Protestants threw out like theological trash. Early Christians didn’t separate Bible from Church. The Church was the cradle of Scripture, and the bishops were its protectors.

But when you remove that cradle, heresy becomes not just possible—it becomes popular.

When you teach people that tradition is irrelevant, every person becomes their own pope, their own council, their own final authority. That’s how heresy, which used to get you excommunicated, now gets you invited to speak at conferences. That’s how men who deny Christ’s divinity, women who pastor their own egos, and activists who rewrite morality are now hailed as “progressive Christians.”

And people wonder why theology today is a trainwreck.

They say, “The Bible is confusing.” No—it’s not. What’s confusing is trying to interpret the Bible without the tradition that gave it meaning. It’s like trying to read ancient law without knowing the culture, the court, or the constitution. People are interpreting eternal truths with Instagram captions and Google searches, instead of looking to the Church Fathers who walked in the footsteps of the apostles.

When heresy is normalized, belief fractures. You no longer get one Church—you get 40,000 denominations. You no longer get sound doctrine—you get buffet Christianity, where everyone fills their theological plate with what they like and skips what they find “too salty.” That’s why you hear people say the Bible is inconsistent—because they are inconsistent. They don’t have the compass of tradition. They don’t have the light of the Fathers. They are holding a book they can’t read properly because the lens has been shattered.

And what do you get when you hand someone a broken map and rip out the compass? A lost soul.

That’s today’s Christian. Imagine I gave you a map to heaven, but I removed some pages and took away the compass. You’d get lost. Now imagine I told you, “Figure it out yourself. Trust your heart.” That’s what modern Christianity has become—a self-guided tour through a wilderness of lies.

The old Christians didn’t make that mistake. They didn’t just read Scripture. They interpreted it with living tradition—with the help of bishops, councils, creeds, and holy culture. Scripture was not a solo act; it was a symphony of divine revelation and human stewardship.

Let’s take this even further. Let’s say I was a preacher and I told you: “I sleep with many women because God says, ‘Love thy neighbor.’” Am I technically quoting Scripture? Yes. But am I insane and heretical? Absolutely. And yet that’s no different from what’s happening today. People use “Love your neighbor” to excuse every kind of sin. Homosexuality, adultery, gender confusion, moral relativism, even the mutilation of children—all defended with the same verse, twisted to mean tolerate everything, teach nothing, rebuke no one.

They’ve made “love” into a license to sin. Not the biblical kind of love that disciplines, corrects, and lays down its life in truth—but the counterfeit love that watches people burn while whispering, “You’re fine.”

This is why I wrote this book.

Because somewhere along the way, Christianity turned into a joke. Because in an age where everyone is saved, where anyone can be a preacher, and where every sin is celebrated, we have forgotten the seriousness of the faith. We’ve turned the narrow road into a red carpet, and Hell into a metaphor.

This book is not here to be soft. It’s not here to pat you on the back while you drift into damnation.

It is here to hand you back the compass.
To restore what has been lost.
To remind the Church that the faith once delivered to the saints was not delivered with emojis, slogans, or rewrites.
It was delivered with blood.
It was preserved by martyrs.
It was interpreted by bishops who fasted, not influencers who branded.
It was lived by men who chose to be torn apart by lions rather than by lies.
If you want to be a real Christian, you have to go back.
Back to the Scripture that hasn’t been trimmed.
Back to the Church that still believed in judgment.
Back to the Fathers who gave us both the Bible and the backbone to stand on it.
Because in a world where up is down, evil is good, and sin is affirmation, only the ancient compass still points to Christ.
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When Everyone Wants a Platform but No One Wants a Cross

The pulpit has become a stage. The pastor has become a performer. The Church, once led by bleeding shepherds, is now overrun by brand managers, motivational speakers, TikTok prophets, and failed entertainers with theology degrees.
Everyone wants to speak for God, but no one wants to suffer for Him.
Everyone wants a microphone, but no one wants a millstone.
This chapter is a brutal reminder that ministry is not a career path — it’s a battlefield.
It’s not something you choose — it’s something that breaks you.
And if you are not called, crushed, consecrated, and crucified — you have no business standing behind a pulpit or calling yourself “God’s servant.”
Because the Church was never meant to be led by influencers. It was meant to be led by men of God who fear nothing but sin and preach nothing but truth — even when it costs everything.



The Call to Ministry Is a Call to Die

There was a time when ministry meant martyrdom — not popularity.
To be ordained meant to accept the front line of spiritual war.
To lead the flock meant being the first to bleed when wolves appeared.
To speak for God meant preaching His words, not protecting your image.
But today?

Men are ordained by ambition, not by burden.
They see ministry as a platform, not a yoke.
They pursue pulpit time instead of prayer time.
And the result?
A church culture flooded with immature men, disqualified leaders, unrepentant pastors, and heretical celebrities — all doing “God’s work” while living like the devil’s mouthpieces.
But Scripture is clear:
“Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.” (James 3:1)
This is not a sandbox.
This is sacred ground.
Step on it uncalled, and it will crush you.



Evangelism Is Not Sales — It’s War

The early Church didn’t spread by marketing strategies.
They didn’t hand out flyers and host concerts.
They preached Christ crucified — and got crucified with Him.
They didn’t blend in to win souls.
They didn’t water down the message.
They didn’t apologize for the Gospel.
They told the truth, and people either repented or tried to kill them.
That’s real evangelism.
Now?
We’re told to “be relatable.”
We’re told not to “offend seekers.”
We’re told to “build bridges,” even if it means diluting doctrine.
No. Preach the Gospel. Burn the bridges to sin. Let the chips fall.

The world doesn’t need another church trying to impress it.
It needs men and women willing to declare:
“Thus says the Lord,”
not “How do you feel about this?”



Clergy Are Not Celebrities — They’re Stewards of Blood

The early clergy didn’t wear thousand-dollar sneakers.
They wore chains.
They didn’t write books on “leadership.”
They carried the burdens of the people and the wrath of God on their shoulders every time they stepped to the altar.
The role of the clergy was never to be liked.
It was to be faithful.
To preach truth even when the donors leave.
To discipline the rebellious even when the seats grow empty.
To serve the sacraments with trembling.
To guard the flock even if it costs their reputation, their comfort, or their lives.
But now?
The modern clergy is more concerned with metrics than martyrs.
More concerned with applause than holiness.
More concerned with staying relevant than staying righteous.
God is not amused.
And judgment begins with the house of God — especially with those who claim to lead it.



Not Everyone With a Gift Has a Calling

Just because you’re a good speaker doesn’t mean you’re called to pastor.
Just because you feel something when you sing doesn’t mean you’re anointed to lead.
Just because you “love people” doesn’t mean you’re spiritually qualified.
The Church is full of emotionally unstable, doctrinally ignorant, sexually compromised performers pretending to be pastors — because the gatekeepers have disappeared and the standards have been buried.

But real ministry requires:

●  Character that crushes pride
●  Doctrine that slices falsehood
●  Suffering that purifies motives
●  Obedience that ignores applause
If you don’t tremble when handling Scripture,
if you don’t weep over your own sin,
if you don’t bear fruit that remains —
then you are not called.
You are dangerous.



Women in Ministry: Not About Gifting — About Order

This generation confuses giftedness with authority.
Yes, women can teach. Yes, women can evangelize. Yes, women are vital to the Church.
But preaching in the assembly? Standing in apostolic authority over men? That’s not a question of talent — it’s a matter of biblical order.
Old Christianity didn’t see this as sexist.
It saw it as sacred structure.
God is a God of design. Of role. Of headship. Of hierarchy.
To reject that is not bold. It is rebellion.
And the fruit is everywhere: churches led by spiritual orphans,
families flipped upside down,
and pulpits filled with confusion.



Conclusion: Ministry Is Not a Game — It’s a Graveyard

If you want to be in ministry because it looks cool — run.
If you want to evangelize because it gives you identity — repent.
If you want to stand in the pulpit without first kneeling in Gethsemane —
get out before God removes you.
Because ministry is not a job. It’s not a calling card.
It is a vow of war. A life of death.
It is the highest privilege and the deadliest weight a man can carry.
And if you’re not ready to be hated, slandered, broken, and buried —
you’re not ready to lead the people of God.
We don’t need more pastors.
We need more priests, prophets, and martyrs.
Men who tremble.
Men who bleed.
Men who speak only what God says —
and would rather die than edit it.
That’s the role of the clergy.
That’s the task of evangelism.
That’s the call of real ministry.
Not popularity. Not polish.
Just blood, fire, and truth.
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​1: What is the Biblical Role of a Pastor?
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Case Number: 01-PASTORAL-OFFICE
Date Issued: May 5, 2022
Question Submitted:
What is the biblical role of a pastor?



Short Answer:
A pastor is not a motivational speaker or a social coordinator. According to Scripture and ancient tradition, the pastor is a shepherd of souls, entrusted with doctrine, discipline, and the care of the flock. His duty is to teach sound doctrine, guard against wolves, administer sacraments rightly, and guide believers toward holiness. A pastor is not popular—he is faithful.



Full Response and Explanation:
The modern confusion about the role of a pastor comes from the slow erosion of biblical authority and apostolic tradition. Today’s “pastor” is often seen as a therapist with a Bible, or worse—a religious entertainer. But in ancient Christianity, a pastor was a watchman (Ezekiel 33:7), a steward (Titus 1:7), and a soldier (2 Timothy 2:3). He was responsible for guarding the deposit of faith, rebuking error, and leading souls to salvation, not applause.
The Greek word for pastor—poimēn—means shepherd. And shepherds don’t host events. They bleed for their sheep. Christ called Himself the Good Shepherd because He lays down His life for the flock (John 10:11). A biblical pastor imitates that.

Paul lays it out clearly: “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2). This is not gentle suggestion. This is war. The pastor’s mouth is his sword (Ephesians 6:17). His prayer life is his shield. His people are his charge. To be passive is to abandon post.

In the early Church, bishops and presbyters (interchangeably called “pastors”) were guardians of apostolic teaching. Ignatius of Antioch (c. 110 AD) warned that no Eucharist was valid without the bishop or his appointed presbyter. The Church was held together by the teaching office of the shepherds. Where they were corrupt or cowardly, heresy spread. Where they were holy, the Church flourished.

A pastor also disciplines. He warns the disorderly (1 Thessalonians 5:14), excommunicates the unrepentant (1 Corinthians 5:13), and restores the penitent (Galatians 6:1). He isn’t a people-pleaser. He’s a soul-keeper.

This role is not up for reinvention. From the beginning, the Church upheld a hierarchy of authority—Christ as the Head, the apostles as the foundation, and pastors as those who continue their work. The Didache (c. 1st century) exhorts believers to honor their teachers and presiders, for they labor for the Lord’s sake. The Shepherd of Hermas (c. 140 AD) compares pastors to stern but loving guardians appointed over the vineyard of God.

In short, pastors are not community builders. They are soul-builders.



Scriptural References:

●  Jeremiah 3:15 – “And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.”
●  Acts 20:28 – “Take heed... to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God.”
●  1 Timothy 4:13-16 – “Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching... Watch your life and doctrine closely.”
●  2 Timothy 4:1-5 – “Reprove, rebuke, exhort... For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine.”
●  Titus 1:7-9 – “A bishop must be blameless... holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught.”
●  Ezekiel 33:7 – “I have made you a watchman... so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me.”



References to Christian Tradition:

●  Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Smyrnaeans – Emphasizes obedience to the bishop as to Christ Himself.
●  Didache (c. 1st century) – Instructs communities to appoint bishops and deacons worthy of the Lord.
●  The Shepherd of Hermas – Compares pastors to stern guardians entrusted with spiritual authority.
●  Clement of Rome, 1 Clement – Upholds the divine institution of Church leadership through apostolic succession.
●  Irenaeus, Against Heresies (c. 180 AD) – Stresses the importance of bishops preserving apostolic doctrine.
●  Council of Nicaea (325 AD) – Confirms the hierarchical structure of bishops, presbyters, and deacons.



Conditions and Limitations:
This ruling affirms that the office of pastor is sacred, not self-defined. No pastor has authority apart from fidelity to Scripture and apostolic tradition. Popularity, charisma, or church growth numbers do not validate a ministry—faithfulness does. This opinion rejects modern redefinitions that downplay discipline, doctrine, and sacramental responsibility. Pastors are not entertainers. They are watchmen.



Pastoral Advice:
Parents, teach your sons to respect godly pastors and your daughters to pray for them. Do not choose a church based on the stage lighting, but on whether the man in the pulpit fears God more than man.
Churches should evaluate their pastors not by how many came, but how many repented. Not by how many clapped, but how many were cut to the heart. Demand preachers who sweat in prayer, bleed for doctrine, and preach like they’ll die tomorrow.

Do not follow cowards in clerical collars. Follow shepherds with scars.



Authority Issuing Ruling:
A.A. Castor
Servant of the Historic Christian Faith
Author, Christian Biblical Advisory Opinions: Foundational Beliefs of Old Christianity
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​2: Should Women Preach in the Church?

[image: image]


Case Number: 02-WOMEN-PREACHING
Date Issued: May 5, 2022
Question Submitted:
Should women preach in the church?



Short Answer:
No. According to apostolic Scripture and the uninterrupted tradition of the early Church, women are not permitted to preach in the assembly. To place a woman in the pulpit is to place her in defiance of divine order, apostolic authority, and ecclesial structure. Preaching is not a talent show—it is a sacred function tied to headship, doctrine, and ordained authority.



Full Response and Explanation:
The modern push to place women in pulpits is not rooted in biblical fidelity or apostolic tradition, but in cultural rebellion. It is not an act of justice—it is a break from divine order. From the Law of Moses to the apostolic letters, spiritual authority in the assembly was vested in qualified men, not as a badge of superiority, but as a reflection of God’s design (Genesis 2:18; 1 Corinthians 11:3).
St. Paul speaks plainly and without apology: “I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent” (1 Timothy 2:12). This was not a temporary cultural accommodation—it was a doctrinal instruction rooted in creation: “For Adam was formed first, then Eve” (v. 13). This hierarchy is not oppression—it is order.

To preach is not merely to speak; it is to teach doctrine with authority (Titus 2:15). And this office of doctrinal proclamation was restricted to presbyters and bishops—roles reserved to men in the apostolic age (1 Timothy 3:1–7; Titus 1:5–9). Not one woman is ever ordained in Scripture or in early Church practice to public preaching or teaching over the assembled body.

Yes, women prophesied (Acts 21:9), but prophecy is not preaching. Prophecy is spontaneous inspiration; preaching is doctrinal instruction within liturgical authority. Even in prophetic roles, women were expected to show submission (1 Corinthians 14:34–35), not spiritual leadership.

The early Church followed this pattern without deviation. Not one Church Father from 200–381 AD endorses women preaching. In fact, they strongly opposed it. Tertullian ridiculed heretics who allowed women to teach. Origen warned against violating the apostolic command. The Council of Laodicea (c. 360 AD) explicitly forbade women from approaching the altar or speaking in the assembly.

This was not misogyny. This was fidelity. The Church is the Bride of Christ, not His boardroom. And the pulpit is not a stage for personal gifting—it is an altar of truth, guarded by those under apostolic appointment.

Let it be stated plainly: the Church is not free to innovate where God has ordered. Christ did not choose a woman among the Twelve, nor did the Apostles appoint one. This is not because women are unworthy—it is because God is not confused.



Scriptural References:

●  1 Timothy 2:12–14 – “I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man...”
●  1 Corinthians 14:34–35 – “Let your women keep silence in the churches... it is a shame for women to speak in the church.”
●  1 Corinthians 11:3 – “The head of the woman is the man...”
●  Titus 1:5–9 – Pastoral qualifications clearly restricted to men (“husband of one wife”).
●  Genesis 2:18–23 – The created order: Adam formed first, then Eve.
●  Acts 21:9 – Philip’s daughters prophesied (non-authoritative role).
●  Romans 16:1 – Phoebe is called a diakonos, a servant—not a preacher or elder.



References to Christian Tradition:

●  Tertullian, On the Veiling of Virgins (c. 200 AD) – Mocked heretical groups that allowed women to teach.
●  Origen, Commentary on 1 Corinthians – Affirmed the apostolic command that women remain silent in the churches.
●  Council of Laodicea (c. 360 AD), Canon 11 – “It is not permitted to women to speak in the church, nor to usurp the function of teaching.”
●  Clement of Alexandria, Stromata (c. 200 AD) – Emphasized different roles for men and women in the Church.
●  Apostolic Tradition (attributed to Hippolytus) – Outlined strict liturgical roles; no allowance for female preachers.
●  John Chrysostom, Homilies on Timothy (c. 380 AD) – Upheld Paul’s command that women not teach or have authority.



Conditions and Limitations:
This ruling forbids women from public preaching or doctrinal instruction over a mixed congregation in the context of Church liturgy. It does not deny the spiritual gifts, dignity, or teaching capacity of women in other appropriate settings (e.g., teaching children, mentoring other women per Titus 2:3–5). But it upholds the clear biblical and patristic mandate that preaching in the church belongs to ordained men. Exceptions made today are not progressive—they are rebellious.



Pastoral Advice:
Do not confuse cultural pressure with divine permission. Teach women to love Scripture, to instruct their children in the faith, and to mentor younger women in holiness, modesty, and reverence (Titus 2:3–5). But do not let your
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