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FOREWORD


Natasha May Mambwe-Mwananshiku's Teaching Phonics Made Simple: Mrs M Makes Teaching Phonics Easy
Teaching phonics can at times feel overwhelming for educators who want to support children in developing early reading and writing skills. This book aims to make teaching phonics simple and easy for students to understand.
Phonics forms an important part of early literacy instruction and continues to serve an important function in helping children learn to read and spell. Research published by the Department for Education (DfE) and the  Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) suggests that systematic, structured phonics teaching can support children’s early reading development when delivered consistently and effectively.
In this book Natasha May Mambwe-Mwananshiku explores phonics terminology, classroom practice, lists all the DfE phonics programmes avilable at the time of publication, lists all the DfE-Validated Systematic Synthetic Phonics Programmes at the time of publication, assessment, reading development, programme fidelity, and integrative approaches to supporting learners.


Drawing upon peer-reviewed educational research, statutory guidance, evidence-informed practice from teacher training, teaching, coaching,tutoring, homeschooling, and the author's own educational publications, Natasha May Mambwe-Mwananshiku provides a practical guide to understanding and teaching phonics.


In this book Natasha explores the foundations of phonics, including phonological awareness, phonemic awareness, grapheme-phoneme correspondence, blending, segmenting, decoding, fluency, reading comprehension, and spelling development. She also examines common challenges children may experience when learning phonics and considers approaches that may support learners with diverse educational needs.


This book makes teaching phonics easy by including practical explanations, examples, activities, and strategies designed to help adults support children as readers. It also considers the role of  inclusive and adaptive  practice and  neurodiversity when teaching phonics.


Written to be particularly useful for trainee teachers, homeschooling educators, teachers moving into early years education after teaching higher age group years, and anyone interested in supporting early literacy development, this book aims to bridge the gap between educational research and practical application.
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