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INTRODUCTION
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For many of our ancestors, life in the big city represented (as it still does today) “making it”: the endless opportunities to rise from humble beginnings and live together in a growing, diverse community.

And partially because of that, we can see US history mirrored in the histories of American cities. As the Industrial Revolution ramped up, city populations (and boundaries) swelled as people flocked in from the countryside to meet the growing demand for labor. Cities such as Pittsburgh, Detroit, and Houston flourished from the population boom, while towns along trade routes on rivers (Cincinnati, St. Louis) and lakes (Chicago, Cleveland) exploded from the new business. As gold was discovered out west, tens of thousands flocked to Golden Coast cities such as Los Angeles and San Francisco in the hopes of claiming riches.

At around the same time, waves of immigrants, driven by persecution or economic hardship in their own countries, came in through some of America’s oldest and most culturally diverse locales—New York, Boston, New Orleans, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Washington—and settled within city limits. There, they joined friends and family from the old country in seizing the economic opportunities the city provided and pursuing the American Dream.

The Family Tree Historical Atlas of American Cities is an attempt to capture that legacy and put it to good use: identifying your ancestors who spent time in these cities and discovering more about them. This book contains maps of the sixteen most historically populous cities in the United States, all important cultural and economic centers.

By viewing maps of these cities throughout time, you can discover rich details about your ancestors’ lives. What did your ancestors’ hometown looked like in the olden days? How might your ancestor have been affected by the place he lived in? Use city directories and other resources such as census returns to find where your ancestors lived or worked, then plot the address out one of the maps in this book. You could even compare what you find to modern maps to see how your ancestors’ neighborhoods and communities have changed over time (if they still exist at all).

We’ve included as many of these maps in as much detail as a book will allow, choosing to include the most representative part of each city’s landscape. Given the detail in many of these maps, you’ll want to view some maps (particularly larger cities such as Los Angeles, Houston, and the five boroughs of New York City) through a magnifying glass. You’ll also notice that not all cities contain map coverage from the same time period; this is partially due to each city’s unique history, as many of America’s most important cities weren’t founded until the mid-1800s (or even later).

Fortunately, all of these maps are available online, many of them at free and easy-to-use repositories like the David Rumsey Map Collection <www.davidrumsey.com> and the Library of Congress’ Digital Collection <www.loc.gov>. If you’d like to view the maps from this book in even more detail, download them for personal use, or find additional maps to use in your research, check out the index in the back of this book for each map’s full name and citation information.

In addition to maps, each city’s entry contains a list of key facts about the city and a timeline of historically significant events, plus a list of websites and organizations to refer to when looking for records. Each chapter also contains a breakdown of the availability of key record types, including city directories, census records, vital records, and censuses.

Take it from this fifth-generation Cincinnatian: Where we live is a crucial part of us and our stories, and that was just as true for our ancestors. Whether your ancestor passed through a city or called himself a lifelong resident, you can reveal all sorts of precious information by researching the metropolises he found himself in.

Andrew Koch

Editor, Family Tree Books
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STATE

Maryland

COUNTY

Baltimore (1659–1851)

Independent city (1851–present)

LAND AREA

80.9 square miles

SETTLED

1729

INCORPORATED

1796

NICKNAMES

Charm City, Mobtown, B’more, The City of Firsts, Monument City, Ravenstown

MOTTO

The Greatest City in America

PRIMARY HISTORICAL ETHNIC GROUPS

African-American, English, German

PRIMARY HISTORICAL INDUSTRIES

Shipping, manufacturing, steel processing, sugar refining


TIMELINE

1729

The town of Baltimore is founded, named after Cecilius Calvert, 2nd Lord Baltimore, the first governor of the Province of Maryland.

1776

The Second Continental Congress temporarily meets in Baltimore.

1796

Baltimore merges with the nearby Jonestown and Fells Point areas, becoming incorporated as the City of Baltimore.

1814

Americans defeat the British in the Battle of Baltimore; while viewing the battle, Francis Scott Key writes a poem called “Defence of Fort M’Henry” that later becomes the lyrics to “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

1827

The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad is chartered, beginning a railway that will connect the city to trade routes in the Midwest.

1851

The city of Baltimore breaks away from Baltimore County, making it the nation’s largest independent city. City boundaries expand a year later.

1861

Citizens sympathetic to Confederate forces clash with Union soldiers in the Baltimore Riots of 1861; Maryland remains in the Union throughout the Civil War despite being a slave state.

1888

Baltimore city boundaries expand.

1904

The Great Baltimore Fire destroys large sections of downtown Baltimore.

1918

Baltimore city limits expand to modern boundaries.



1792
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RECORDS at a GLANCE

Birth records

BEGIN: 1875

RESEARCH TIPS: Birth records are at the Maryland State Archives. Only birth certificates from more than one hundred years ago are available.

Censuses

BEGIN: 1790 (federal)

RESEARCH TIPS: Federal censuses can be found on FamilySearch.org and Ancestry.com. Note that the 1800 returns for Baltimore County (including the city of Baltimore) have been lost, as have all returns for the 1890 census. Statewide censuses were taken sporadically before 1790.

City directories

BEGIN: 1796

RESEARCH TIPS: Directories were printed every two or three years until 1822, then annually. Many from 1816 to 1923 are digitized in the University of Maryland’s Special Collections. The Enoch Pratt Free Library has the largest collection of original directories.

Death records

BEGIN: 1875

RESEARCH TIPS: Certificates from the city’s early history to 2001 are at the state archives; the Division of Vital Records has later records.

Deeds

BEGIN: 1700s

RESEARCH TIPS: Before 1851, land records are included with Baltimore County records. Thereafter, use “block books” of transcriptions on a specific city block.

Immigration records

BEGIN: 1820

RESEARCH TIPS: Surviving passenger lists are available on Ancestry.com and through the National Archives. You can request post-1906 naturalization records from the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services.

Marriage records

BEGIN: 1914

RESEARCH TIPS: You can find certificates in state archives (sporadically, 1776–1913; continually, 1914–2003).




RESOURCES

WEBSITES


	Baltimore City GenWeb <www.mdgenweb.org/baltimorecity>

	Baltimore City, MD Genealogy Forum <genforum.genealogy.com/md/baltimorecity>

	Baltimore, Maryland, Genealogy and History <genealogytrails.com/mary/balticity>

	FamilySearch Wiki: Baltimore City <wiki.familysearch.org/en/Baltimore_(Independent_City),_Maryland>



ORGANIZATIONS AND ARCHIVES


	Baltimore City Archives <www.baltimorecityhistory.net>

	Baltimore County Genealogical Society <www.baltimoregenealogysociety.org/BCGShome>

	Enoch Pratt Free Library <www.prattlibrary.org/research>

	Maryland Division of Vital Records <www.dhmh.state.md.us/vsa>

	Maryland Historical Society <www.mdhs.org>

	Maryland Genealogical Society <www.mdgensoc.org>

	Maryland State Archives <www.msa.md.gov>

	University of Maryland Special Collections <www.lib.umd.edu/special>






BOSTON
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STATE

Massachusetts

COUNTY

Suffolk

LAND AREA

48.2 square miles

SETTLED

1630

INCORPORATED

1632

NICKNAMES

Athens of America, Beantown, Cradle of Liberty

MOTTO

Sicut Patribus Sit Deus Nobis (Latin: “God be with us as he was with our fathers”)

PRIMARY HISTORICAL ETHNIC GROUPS

English, Irish, Italian, Jewish, Puerto Rican, Syrian

PRIMARY HISTORICAL INDUSTRIES

Trade, fishing, manufacturing, education


TIMELINE

1625

William Blaxton, the first European to live in Boston, arrives. Puritan colonists establish Boston five years later.

1636

Harvard College becomes the first American university.

1770

British soldiers kill five people in the Boston Massacre.

1773

Colonists in Boston dump more than three hundred chests of tea into the harbor to protest the Tea Act.

1836

The city of Boston annexes East Boston.

1846

The Irish Potato Famine spurs Irish immigrants to come to the United States. Many settle in Boston.

1872

The Great Boston Fire destroys sixty-five acres of downtown Boston.

1874

The city of Boston annexes Allston, Brighton, Charlestown, Jamaica Plain, and West Roxbury.

1912

The city expands to include Hyde Park, reaching its modern boarders; Fenway Park opens.

1919

A wave of molasses rushes through northern Boston, killing twenty-one people in the Boston Molasses Disaster.



1807
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RECORDS at a GLANCE

Birth records

BEGIN: 1630 (local); 1848 (state)

RESEARCH TIPS: You can request a copy of a pre-1915 birth certificate directly from the city, and birth records from 1916 to present from the state. The Massachusetts Archives has vital record indexes from 1841 to 1910, and most records are also on FamilySearch.org.

Censuses

BEGIN: 1790 (federal); 1855 (state)

RESEARCH TIPS: The two state censuses (conducted in 1855 and 1865) are similar to the US federal census. Note: The 1800 schedules from the US census have been lost.

City directories

BEGIN: 1789

RESEARCH TIPS: Many directories are available online for free, including those at the Boston Public Library.

Death records

BEGIN: 1630

RESEARCH TIPS: You can request a copy of a pre-1915 death record directly from the city, and death records from 1916 to present from the state. The Massachusetts Archives has vital record indexes from 1841 to 1910, and most records are also on FamilySearch.org.

Deeds

BEGIN: early 1600s

RESEARCH TIPS: Request copies of deeds from the Suffolk Registry of Deeds. You’ll need to find volume and page number in on-site, printed indexes.

Immigration records

BEGIN: 1820

RESEARCH TIPS: The state kept passenger lists for all vessels arriving the port of Boston, and these can be searched online at the state’s website and Ancestry.com.

Marriage records

BEGIN: 1630

RESEARCH TIPS: You can request a copy of a pre-1915 marriage certificate directly from the city, and marriage records from 1916 to present from the state. The Massachusetts Archives has vital record indexes from 1841 to 1910, and most records are also on FamilySearch.org.




RESOURCES

WEBSITES


	Boston Family History <www.bostonhistorycollaborative.com/BostonFamilyHistory/index.html>

	Boston Family History Genealogy Forum <www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/boston>

	Boston Genealogy <www.ldsgenealogy.com/MA/Boston.htm>

	Boston Streets <dca.lib.tufts.edu/features/bostonstreets>

	Suffolk County, Mass., GenWeb <rootsweb.ancestry.com/~masuffol>



ORGANIZATIONS AND ARCHIVES


	Boston Public Library <www.bpl.org>

	City of Boston Registry Division <www.cityofboston.org/registry>

	Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston <www.jgsgb.org>

	Massachusetts Archives <www.sec.state.ma.us>

	Massachusetts Historical Society <www.masshist.org>

	Massachusetts Registrar of Vital Statistics <www.mass.gov/dph/rvrs>

	New England Historic Genealogical Society’s American Ancestors <www.americanancestors.org>

	State Library of Massachusetts <www.mass.gov/lib>

	Suffolk Registry of Deeds <www.suffolkdeeds.com>






CHARLESTON
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STATE

South Carolina

COUNTY

Charleston

LAND AREA

108.9 square miles

SETTLED

1670

INCORPORATED

1783

NICKNAMES

The Holy City, Palmetto City

MOTTO

Aedes mores juraque curat (Latin: “She guards her buildings, customs, and laws”)

PRIMARY HISTORICAL ETHNIC GROUPS

African-American, British, Dutch, German, Huguenot, Jewish, Irish, Scottish

PRIMARY HISTORICAL INDUSTRIES

Deerskin, shipping, rice, indigo, cotton


TIMELINE

1670

British colonists establish “Charles Town” in honor of King Charles II.

1744

Eliza Lucas Pinckney learns how to grow indigo in South Carolina, creating a top cash crop for the colony.

1780

British troops occupy the city as part of the Revolutionary War.

1783

“Charles Town” becomes “Charleston” as part of an effort to separate the Colonies from Great Britain.

1822

Officials discover Charleston native Denmark Vesey’s plans for a slave revolt; Vesey and thirty-six alleged accomplices are hanged.

1841

Market Hall becomes Charleston’s commercial hub.

1849

The city of Charleston annexes St. Philip’s Parish.

1861

Confederate troops fire on the Union-held Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, beginning the US Civil War; a fire destroys large sections of Charleston.

1886

A 7.0-magnitude earthquake nearly destroys Charleston.

1960

The city of Charleston begins annexing land west and south, across the Ashley River.



1825
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1856
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RECORDS at a GLANCE

Birth records

BEGIN: 1877 (city); 1915 (state)

RESEARCH TIPS: Ancestry.com and the Family History Library’s collection of microfilm both contain Charleston birth records from 1877 to 1901, predating state registration.

Censuses

BEGIN: 1790 (federal); 1848, 1861 (city)

RESEARCH TIPS: Charleston has been included in every federal census. Google Books has digitized versions of both city censuses.

City directories

BEGIN: 1803

RESEARCH TIPS: Some valuable resources are the James Hagy city directory collections (1803–1860), available at the Family History Library and on Ancestry.com.

Death records

BEGIN: 1821 (city); 1915 (state)

RESEARCH TIPS: Ancestry.com and the

Deeds



Immigration records



Marriage records






RESOURCES

WEBSITES


	Charleston County GenWeb <www.sciway3.net/scgenweb/altco/sccharleston>

	Charleston History <www.sciway.net/city/history/charleston.html>

	Low County Digital Library <lcdl.library.cofc.edu>

	Online Records Index <www.archivesindex.sc.gov>

	Rediscovering Charleston’s Colonial Fortifications <www.walledcitytaskforce.org/educational-resources/time-line>

	SCIWAY <www.sciway.net>



ORGANIZATIONS AND ARCHIVES


	Archives, Diocese of Charleston <lcdl.library.cofc.edu/content/diocese-charleston-archives>

	Avery Research Center <avery.cofc.edu>

	Charleston County Public Library <www.ccpl.org>

	City of Charleston <www.charleston-sc.gov>

	South Carolina Department of Archives & History <scdah.sc.gov/Pages/default.aspx>

	South Carolina Historical Society <www.schistory.org>

	Vital Records Services, South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control <www.scdhec.gov/VitalRecords>
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